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Introduction


On August 22, 2017, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations (“the Committee”), chaired by Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer, will vote on Preconsidered Resolution No. _____ (“Pre. Res. ___”), condemning the Charlottesville Neo-Nazi Rally, and calling upon President Donald J. Trump to swiftly, unequivocally and consistently denounce such actions and ideologies, and direct funding to organizations working to counter far-right extremism. 

Background

On Saturday, August 12, 2017, white supremacist and neo-Nazi organizations gathered in Charlottesville, Virginia to protest against the city’s plan to remove a statue of Confederate General Robert E. Lee. Thousands of people, mostly Charlottesville residents, turned out to peacefully counter-protest. Many of them were violently targeted by the supremacists, resulting in clashes that injured numerous protestors, and caused the death of 32-year-old Heather Heyer when a 20-year-old white supremacist from Ohio rammed his car into a crowd of protestors. Two state police officers were also killed when the helicopter they were in, which was monitoring the protests, crashed in the outskirts of town.
 

When addressing the media that afternoon, President Trump refused to single out white nationalists or neo-Nazis, and instead condemned the “egregious display of hatred, bigotry and violence on many sides.”
 These comments were quickly interpreted by white supremacists and neo-Nazi groups as a signal of tacit support for their actions in Charlottesville. Tellingly, the Daily Stormer, a popular neo-Nazi blog, noted that “Trump comments were good. He didn’t attack us” and that President Trump had given “[n]o condemnation at all. When asked to condemn, [Trump] just walked out of the room. Really, really good. God bless him.”
 

Bowing to intense pressure from politicians across the political spectrum, as well as industry leaders and the media, on the following Monday, President Trump finally denounced white supremacists, neo-Nazis, and the Ku Klux Klan by name, declaring that “racism is evil.”
 Nevertheless, the President’s comments came after he mocked the CEO of Merck pharmaceuticals, who is black, for quitting the American Manufacturing Council in protest of the President’s response to the violence in Charlottesville.
 

The following day, during a scheduled event about the infrastructure permitting process, the President abandoned the careful condemnation of white supremacists he had delivered just the day before, and provided a full-throated defense of his initial reaction to the violence in Charlottesville. He continued to assert the same moral equivalency between white supremacist groups and protestors standing up to them, saying “I think there is blame on both sides. You had a group on one side that was bad. You had a group on the other side that was also very violent. Nobody wants to say that.” President Trump went even further, suggesting that the removal of monuments to Confederate leaders – who took up arms against their country in order to perpetuate slavery – was morally comparable to the hypothetical removal of monuments to George Washington and Thomas Jefferson.
 Once more, white supremacists reacted enthusiastically to President Trump’s statements, with former Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke tweeting to thank President Trump for his “honesty & courage to tell the truth about #Charlottesville & condemn the leftist terrorists in [Black Lives Matter] BLM/Antifa.”
 

President Trump’s reaction to the unrest in Charlottesville continues to be criticized by politicians from across the political spectrum. A group of military leaders representing the Army, Air Force, Navy, Marines, and National Guard has broken with the President to rebuke the white supremacists rally in Charlottesville – a nearly unprecedented development for U.S. civil-military relations.
 Moreover, several U.S. Congress Members have even introduced a Censure Resolution against the President, to formally condemn him for his response to the violence in Charlottesville.
 

The violence in Charlottesville has brought renewed attention to the presence and mobilization of white supremacist hate groups around the country. According to the Southern Poverty Law Center, as of 2016, there were 99 neo-Nazi groups, 130 outposts of the Ku Klux Klan, 43 neo-Confederate groups, 78 racist skinhead groups and 100 white nationalist groups nationwide, including at least 18 such organizations in New York State.
 Nevertheless, the Trump Administration decided to quietly slash funding to counter right-wing extremism and other violent ideologies earlier this year,
 choosing instead to redirect these funds to focus solely on Islamist extremism.
    

Analysis of the Resolution

Preconsidered Res. ___ condemns the Charlottesville Neo-Nazi Rally, and calls upon President Donald J. Trump to swiftly, unequivocally and consistently denounce such actions and ideologies, and direct funding to organizations working to counter far-right extremism. 

The resolution notes that many jurisdictions around the nation have begun to remove or relocate monuments commemorating leaders of the Confederacy, who fought to preserve the institution of slavery. The removal of these monuments has previously been met with violent opposition from white supremacist organizations, and was so again in Charlottesville. 

The resolution acknowledges that thousands of citizens from diverse racial and ethnic backgrounds peacefully protested against the presence of these violent hate groups in Charlottesville, and that they were violently targeted by the supremacists, resulting in numerous injuries and a fatality. The resolution also acknowledges the death of two police officers, whose helicopter crashed on the outskirts of Charlottesville while monitoring the protests.

The resolution notes that President Trump has failed to unequivocally condemn neo-Nazi and white supremacist groups for the violence in Charlottesville, and that under his administration, the Department of Homeland Security has redirected funds originally allocated to combat far-right extremism.    

Finally, the resolution reaffirms New York’s and the nation’s belief in the values of diversity, multiculturalism, and equality, denounces the hateful rhetoric at the core of white supremacist ideology.

Preconsidered Res. No. 

Resolution condemning the Charlottesville Neo-Nazi Rally, and calling upon President Donald J. Trump to swiftly, unequivocally and consistently denounce such actions and ideologies, and direct funding to organizations working to counter far-right extremism.
By The Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), and Council Members Lander and Van Bramer  

Whereas, On Saturday. August 12, 2017, white supremacists gathered for a scheduled protest in Charlottesville, Virginia against the city’s plan to remove a statue of Confederate General Robert E. Lee; and  

Whereas, Many jurisdictions around the nation have begun to remove or relocate statues that commemorate leaders of the Confederacy, the political entity that fought against the outlawing of chattel slavery; and

Whereas, The removal of such statues has been met with violent opposition, mostly from white supremacist organizations; and 

Whereas, According to several reports and live footage, protestors waved Nazi and Confederate flags, wore clothing adorned with symbols associated with fascism, and chanted neo-Nazi, racist, and anti-Semitic slogans; and 

Whereas, According to the New York Times, militia members dressed in camouflage were armed with assault rifles, possessing weapons as sophisticated and alarmingly dangerous as Virginia’s state police department; and 

Whereas, Thousands of citizens of diverse racial and ethnic backgrounds, as well as clergy members and anti-white supremacist organizations peacefully counter-protested; and 

Whereas, Counter-protestors were violently targeted by the supremacists, resulting in arrests, numerous injuries, and a fatality; and 

Whereas, James Alex Fields Jr., a white man from Ohio, was arrested and charged with second-degree murder, three counts of malicious wounding, and other charges for intentionally driving a car into a crowd of counter-protestors, injuring 19 and killing one, Heather Heyer; and 

Whereas, Two Virginia State Police Officers, Lieutenant Jay Cullen and Trooper-Pilot Berke M.M. Bates, died in a helicopter crash as they helped law enforcement officers monitor white supremacists; and 

Whereas, White supremacist and neo-Nazi ideologies are inherently violent, seeking to reignite social animosities, reverse improvements in race relations, divide the American people, and deteriorate our core values; and

Whereas, The ideologies and beliefs held by white supremacists and neo-Nazis, while outdated and deplorable, have been emboldened by the federal administration’s policies, rhetoric, and the election of President Donald J. Trump; and 

Whereas, According to the Southern Poverty Law Center there are 99 neo-Nazi groups, 130 outposts of the Ku Klux Klan, 43 neo-Confederate groups, 78 racist skinhead groups and 100 white nationalist groups nation-wide, including at least 18 such organizations in New York State; and

Whereas, According to the Department of Justice and the FBI, individuals espousing these beliefs have committed or attempted to commit numerous acts of domestic terrorism, and are a threat to the health and safety of Americans; and

Whereas, President Trump has appeared inexplicably hesitant, both during his presidential campaign and now as President, to swiftly, unequivocally and forcefully denounce white supremacist organizations and leaders; and

Whereas, It is absurd and dangerous to suggest, as President Trump has, any sort of moral equivalency between violent advocates of Nazi and white supremacist ideology, and people protesting against hate and divisiveness; and

Whereas, Several U.S. Congress Members have introduced a Censure Resolution against President Trump to censure and formally condemn him for his response to the violence in Charlottesville; and

Whereas, There are a number of non-profit organizations working across the country to mitigate the impacts of white supremacist groups, and to help radicalized individuals disengage from extremist movements and begin the process of de-radicalization; and

Whereas, Under President Trump, the Department of Homeland Security has redirected more than $400,000 in grants, originally allocated to awardees focused on U.S.-based extremism, such as Life After Hate, which works to steer young people away from far-right extremism; and

Whereas, We as the City of New York, as a nation, and as people who believe in American values of diversity, multiculturalism, and the equality of all must oppose and denounce the vile, hateful, and racist rhetoric that is at the core of white supremacists and neo-Nazis; now, therefore, be it


Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York condemns the Charlottesville Neo-Nazi Rally, and calls upon President Donald J. Trump to swiftly, unequivocally and consistently denounce such actions and ideologies, and direct funding to organizations working to counter far-right extremism.  

LS #11439

08/14/17

CMA

� Washington Post, One dead as car strikes crowds amid protests of white nationalist gathering in Charlottesville; two police die in helicopter crash, Aug. 13, 2017, � HYPERLINK "https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/fights-in-advance-of-saturday-protest-in-charlottesville/2017/08/12/155fb636-7f13-11e7-83c7-5bd5460f0d7e_story.html?utm_term=.4710c26c1ab2" �https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/fights-in-advance-of-saturday-protest-in-charlottesville/2017/08/12/155fb636-7f13-11e7-83c7-5bd5460f0d7e_story.html?utm_term=.4710c26c1ab2�. 


� The New York Times, A Guide to the Charlottesville Aftermath, Aug. 13, 2017, � HYPERLINK "https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/13/us/charlottesville-virginia-overview.html?mcubz=3" �https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/13/us/charlottesville-virginia-overview.html?mcubz=3�. 


� The Washington Post, One group loved Trump’s remarks about Charlottesville: White supremacists, Aug. 13, 2017, � HYPERLINK "https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2017/08/13/one-group-loved-trumps-remarks-about-charlottesville-white-supremacists/?utm_term=.318159e7d775" �https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2017/08/13/one-group-loved-trumps-remarks-about-charlottesville-white-supremacists/?utm_term=.318159e7d775�. 


� The New York Times, New Outcry as Trump Rebukes Charlottesville Racists 2 Days Later, Aug. 14, 2017, � HYPERLINK "https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/14/us/politics/trump-charlottesville-protest.html?mcubz=3" �https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/14/us/politics/trump-charlottesville-protest.html?mcubz=3�. 


� The New York Times, A Guide to the Charlottesville Aftermath, Aug. 13, 2017, � HYPERLINK "https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/13/us/charlottesville-virginia-overview.html?mcubz=3" �https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/13/us/charlottesville-virginia-overview.html?mcubz=3�.


� The New York Times, Trump Defends Initial Remarks on Charlottesville; Again Blames “Both Sides,” Aug. 15, 2017, � HYPERLINK "https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/15/us/politics/trump-press-conference-charlottesville.html?mcubz=3" �https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/15/us/politics/trump-press-conference-charlottesville.html?mcubz=3�. 


� USA Today, Former KKK leader David Duke praises Trump for his “courage”, Aug. 15, 2017, � HYPERLINK "https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/onpolitics/2017/08/15/david-duke-reaction-trump-news-conference/570517001/" �https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/onpolitics/2017/08/15/david-duke-reaction-trump-news-conference/570517001/�. 


� NBC News, Military Joint Chiefs Denounce Charlottesville Racism, Aug. 16, 2017, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/military-joint-chiefs-denounce-charlottesville-racism-n793376" �http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/military-joint-chiefs-denounce-charlottesville-racism-n793376�. 


� CNN, House Democrats push to censure Trump over “both sides” comments on Charlottesville, Aug. 16, 2017, � HYPERLINK "http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/16/politics/house-democrats-want-to-censure-trump/index.html" �http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/16/politics/house-democrats-want-to-censure-trump/index.html�. 


� Southern Poverty Law Center, Hate Map, � HYPERLINK "https://www.splcenter.org/hate-map" �https://www.splcenter.org/hate-map�. 


� The Independent, Charlottesville: Donald Trump quietly slashed funds to groups fighting white supremacy months ago, Aug. 15, 2017, � HYPERLINK "http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/charlottesville-latest-donald-trump-slashed-funds-groups-fighting-white-supremacy-rally-riot-a7894271.html" �http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/charlottesville-latest-donald-trump-slashed-funds-groups-fighting-white-supremacy-rally-riot-a7894271.html�. 


� Reuters, Exclusive: Trump to focus counter-extremism program solely on Islam- sources, Feb. 1, 2017, � HYPERLINK "https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-extremists-program-exclusiv-idUSKBN15G5VO" �https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-extremists-program-exclusiv-idUSKBN15G5VO�. 
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