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          1  COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAIRS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON REED: Good afternoon. I'm

          3  Philip Reed, Chair of the Committee on Consumer

          4  Affairs. We're here today to vote on proposed Intro.

          5  442-A, sponsored by Hiram Monserrate, Council

          6  member. Thank you for attending today's meeting.

          7                 Before we proceed, I'd like to

          8  acknowledge my colleagues, Maria del Carmen Arroyo,

          9  from the Bronx, and Oliver Koppell, and Joseph

         10  Addabbo from Queens.

         11                 In 1976, the State Legislature

         12  mandated that stores individually price the majority

         13  of their goods. Although that legislation sunset in

         14  1999, the Council passed its own legislation

         15  directing that stores operating within New York City

         16  continue to item price.

         17                 The item pricing law under

         18  Administrative Code set forth specific goods that

         19  must be individually priced, exemptions and fines

         20  for violations.

         21                 However, it has come to the Council's

         22  attention that many stores that are presently

         23  required to item price, particularly large stores

         24  that stock and sell large or bulk items, may not be

         25  complying with the law on a consistent basis.
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          2                 In an effort to address this,

          3  proposed Intro. Bill 442-A will double the maximum

          4  penalties for stores that fail to item price.

          5                 Specifically the maximum authorized

          6  civil penalties upon a first inspection of a store

          7  that violates Section 20-708, will increase from

          8  1,000 to 2,000 dollars, and the authorized total

          9  civil penalty that may be assessed upon a subsequent

         10  inspection conducted within two weeks of the first

         11  inspection would increase from the present maximum

         12  of 4,000 to a maximum of eight. We have been

         13  informed that the Administration is not taking a

         14  position at this time on this introduction. So,

         15  before the clerk takes the vote, I would like to

         16  give Council Member Monserrate an opportunity, and I

         17  apologize that we've been rushing back and forth,

         18  but thank you all for being here.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you

         20  very much, Mr. Chair, and let me first and foremost

         21  thank you personally for your leadership and your

         22  stewardship on this issue, and the very important

         23  issue that provides for the protection of consumer

         24  rights and ensures that no one is exempt from

         25  particular box stores in any way, shape or form from
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          2  not item pricing and protecting consumers, primarily

          3  our elderly and so many who are dependent on item

          4  pricing to ensure that they're getting what they're

          5  paying for.

          6                 And I want to thank all the members

          7  of the Committee, in particular through the nature

          8  of how this bill finally came to pass, in particular

          9  the challenges that we had around the budget season

         10  which we're all in the final stages of and the fact

         11  that all of you were very diligent in performing

         12  your duties. I think it's a good thing for the City

         13  of New York. I look forward for the positive vote

         14  and outcome from this Committee, and ultimately by

         15  the entire body.

         16                 Thank you very much. And I'm sorry

         17  that I have to step out. I have another hearing that

         18  I've been actually taking the leadership on, so I'm

         19  going to excuse myself. Thank you very much.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON REED: Thank you very

         21  much, Council member.

         22                 We've also been joined by the

         23  illustrious John Liu from Queens, giving somebody

         24  hell over there today on the Transportation

         25  Committee.
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          2                 Let the clerk call the roll, please.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Reed.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON REED: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes. Thank you

         11  for your kind comments, Mr. Chairman.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         15  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         16  abstentions, item is adopted.

         17                 Council members, please sign the

         18  Committee report. Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON REED: Thank you all.

         20                 I know we called this at the last

         21  minute and I appreciate your coming.

         22                 Without any other comment, this

         23  hearing is adjourned. Let the record say that we

         24  were six minutes.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 1:39 p.m.)
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