Int. No. 123

By Council Members Mark-Viverito, Dromm, Koppell, Lander, Rodriguez, Nelson, Van Bramer, Crowley and Arroyo

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the surface areas of playgrounds and playing fields.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended by adding a new section 17-194 to read as follows:

§17-194 Advisory committee for new surfaces  a. Prior to any materials being used as surfacing materials that have not been previously used for any playgrounds or playing fields by any city agency, the department, in conjunction with the department of parks and recreation, shall conduct a review of such surfacing material in order to ascertain and to develop ways to minimize any potential health, safety and/or environmental risks. Such review shall include an assessment regarding whether or not such materials may present any health, safety or environmental risk, including whether and which of such materials retain high levels of heat, contain known carcinogens and/or toxic substances, or would have adverse environmental impacts.  Such review shall be presented to an advisory committee and released consistent with the provisions of subdivision b and c of this section.

b. The department shall convene an advisory committee to assist it in conducting the reviews required by subdivision a of this section.  The advisory committee shall consist of at least five members, all of whom shall be appointed jointly by the mayor and the speaker of the city council.  The members shall choose a chairperson from among the members.  Such advisory committee shall meet with the commissioner or a designee and the commissioner of parks and recreation or a designee on at least a bi-annual basis.  A meeting of the advisory committee must be held prior to the finalization of the review required in subdivision a.  Within thirty days of such meeting, such advisory committee may submit written recommendations to the department and the department of parks and recreation on such draft review.  

c. The commissioner shall either accept and utilize the recommendations of the advisory committee or shall give written reasons as to why such recommendations were not accepted and utilized within sixty days of receipt of any such recommendations from the advisory committee. Such response by the commissioner along with the recommendations of the advisory committee and the final review as required by subdivision a shall be sent to the speaker of the city council and shall be made available on the city of new york’s website.  Installation of any such surfacing material referenced in such review shall not occur less than sixty days prior to the release of the final report to the speaker of the city council and the posting on the city of new york’s website.

§2.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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