MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE:     A LOCAL LAW to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing fees for certain probation services

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:
In accordance with §257-c of the Executive Law, this local law would require that any individual serving a sentence of probation for a conviction of any crime under Article 31 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law pay an administrative fee of thirty dollars per month to the New York City Department of Probation.

Additionally, in accordance with section 252-a of the Family Court Act, when ordered by the court to conduct an investigation pursuant to section 653 of the Family Court Act, this local law would provide that the Department of Probation would receive an investigation fee of between fifty and five hundred dollars from the parties for performing the investigation.

The local law provides for waivers of both fees based on financial circumstances and requires that all fees be used for local probation services.

REASONS FOR SUPPORT:
State law authorizes localities to enact legislation to collect two probation fees: (1) a thirty dollar monthly supervision fee for anyone on probation for an offense defined in Article 31 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law, including convictions for operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or drugs and for underage individuals operating a motor vehicle after having consumed alcohol, and (2) an investigation fee of between fifty and five hundred dollars for court-ordered investigations in custody and visitation cases.

This local law would assist with administrative costs incurred by the Probation Department in rendering probation services.  These fees are necessary because service costs have escalated while state reimbursement for probation services has dwindled.  Local funding is not sufficient to meet the costs of probation administration.  This local law would require that the money collected from these fees be reinvested into probation services.
Accordingly, the Mayor urges the earliest possible favorable consideration of this legislation.

Respectfully submitted,









Patrick A. Wehle
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