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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: We are opening

          3  the Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses

          4  Committee from yesterday to vote on the Mott Haven

          5  School Complex, which is preconsidered item No.

          6  20075184 SCX. This is an item that is in Council

          7  Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo's district.

          8                 This is an item that we've had at

          9  this point two hearings on, a lot of public

         10  discussion and debate which was very healthy, a lot

         11  of collaborative work with the Administration to

         12  move this item forward in a positive manner. I

         13  wanted to commend and congratulate Council Member

         14  Arroyo who worked incredibly hard, has spent hour

         15  after hour after hour in meetings with her community

         16  and with the Administration, particularly during the

         17  holidays, she wanted I'm sure to be with her family

         18  to come to a resolution on this issue. So, I really

         19  wanted to congratulate her and commend her for her

         20  leadership on what I know was a difficult and very

         21  time consuming process.

         22                 Before we vote on this item today, I

         23  wanted to make reference to two letters that are

         24  being entered into the record that are from the

         25  Department of Education, Deputy Mayor Walcott,
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          2  dealing with this site. There is one in particular

          3  that discusses the environmental remediation at the

          4  site, and I'm not going to read the entire record,

          5  but I am going to just summarize the letter which

          6  discusses SCA's plans to prepare a site management

          7  plan that will be approved by DEC, one to monitor

          8  and inspect the site on an ongoing basis, to develop

          9  and implement a long-term plan for monitoring that

         10  will also include PS 151 and PS 156, and to work

         11  with the elected officials, the community board, and

         12  local Council members in particular, and the New

         13  York Lawyers for the Public Interest to review and

         14  discuss a plan that's being prepared by an

         15  individual consultant. It sets forth a process by

         16  which those recommendations will receive input from

         17  the Council Member from the community, and will be

         18  discussed back and forth and hopefully at some point

         19  adopted.

         20                 So, these letters will be part of the

         21  official record. I wanted to give Council Member

         22  Arroyo an opportunity at this point to make a

         23  statement.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER Del CARMEN ARROYO:

         25  Thank you, Madam Chair. I just want to take a few
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          2  minutes and I'll make a broader statement during our

          3  Stated session later this afternoon to thank

          4  everyone who has been involved in this process,

          5  yourself, as Chair of the Subcommittee, Chair of the

          6  Landmarks Committee, the Speaker's Office, the

          7  Mayor's Office, the Community Board and the

          8  Coalition of Community Organizations that came

          9  forward around the concerns about the contamination

         10  on the site.

         11                 I believe that given all of the work

         12  that we have engaged in over the last month, that we

         13  have received the assurances necessary to build

         14  schools that are going to be safe for our children,

         15  and with that, I would ask my colleagues to vote yes

         16  on this item.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: I will also

         18  recommend a favorable vote and ask Counsel to call

         19  the roll.

         20                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Lappin.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Aye.

         22                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         23  Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I want to

         25  commend Council Member Arroyo for everything that
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          2  she did to try to ensure that the safety of the

          3  community was protected, and there was sureties from

          4  now and into perpetuity that there is oversight on

          5  this particular project. Clearly, this is a property

          6  that has 100 years worth of problems at that

          7  property and whatever attempts at remediation has to

          8  be something that's ongoing and consistent to

          9  protect the young children in the Bronx community.

         10  And I know there was a difficult problem for her to

         11  get to this point on her own and I just wish that

         12  she had had more support initially from the

         13  Committee in general to balance the clear need for

         14  schools with the need for safety for children.

         15                 And I hope that everything is done to

         16  the complete satisfaction of all parties involved to

         17  ensure that our children are protected, because our

         18  children are our most precious asset.

         19                 I vote aye.

         20                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         21  Martinez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: May I be

         23  excused to explain my vote?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Certainly.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Chair.

          3                 I want to echo the congrats to

          4  Council Member Arroyo. I mentioned yesterday in our

          5  hearing from the very beginning Council Member

          6  Arroyo brought the issue and the concerns of the

          7  environmental issues with that particular area, and

          8  the fact that we hear from testimonies that, you

          9  know, a large investment is going to be made to

         10  contain the contamination and so forth, over $30

         11  million, and the fact that Council Member Arroyo is

         12  not just looking at this as a one-shot deal, you

         13  invest $30 million in our City you get rid of the

         14  problem, but rather negotiating and putting in place

         15  the right procedures to monitor on an ongoing basis

         16  the condition in that particular area. And I think

         17  that she sets an example for all of us as, you know,

         18  sometimes we all get excited about getting a new

         19  school, it's just not about the new school, but also

         20  what's going to happen long term in an area where we

         21  know we have had some issues of environmental issues

         22  in that area.

         23                 So, I want to congratulate her and

         24  her community on putting forward the best possible

         25  plan of ensuring safety and getting an educational
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          2  facility for that community.

          3                 So, again, Council Member Arroyo,

          4  congratulations. And I think, again, this Council

          5  and this Committee continue to set the standard

          6  higher as we move forward.

          7                 I vote aye.

          8                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          9  Palma.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         11                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         12  Arroyo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER Del CARMEN ARROYO:

         14  Aye.

         15                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         16  Mendez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         18                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         19  Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         21                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         22  seven in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

         23  abstentions. The item passes to the full Land Use

         24  Committee. This is on preconsidered 2075141 HKK

         25  Landmark.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: This meeting is

          3  adjourned.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 9:55 a.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.
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         18  set my hand this 9th day of January 2007.
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