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New York Restoration Project 
Testimony before New York City Council, Committee on Parks and 

Recreation Oversight Hearing 
06/16/2025 

 
Thank you, Chair Hankerson and members of the Parks Committee, 
for convening this public hearing. I am Cory Hasson, Government 
Affairs Manager at the New York Restoration Project (NYRP). For 
over 30 years, NYRP has been committed to transforming New York 
City by bringing green spaces to the communities that need them 
most. We believe that all New Yorkers deserve access to high-quality 
public green space and that access to nature is a fundamental right. 
 
I am here today in support of Intro 89-2026, sponsored by Council 
Member Brewer, which would require the Commissioner of Parks and 
Recreation to identify and map tree pits citywide on the City's existing 
online tree map, and to update that map annually to reflect changes in 
tree pit status and the creation of new tree pits. 
 
Intro 89-2026 would bring much-needed transparency to this process. 
By requiring the Parks Commissioner to catalog all tree pits, noting 
whether each contains a tree and, if not, the reason for its disuse, and 
to display this information on the City's Tree Map, the bill would 
consolidate critical greening data in one accessible place. This would 
empower New Yorkers, block associations, and community 
organizations like NYRP to better understand local opportunities for 
greening and to direct their energy where it can make the greatest 
impact. 
 
With our Parks Department facing decades of disinvestment and 
chronic staffing shortages, tools that increase efficiency and reduce 
duplicative constituent requests are more important than ever. This 
legislation is a smart, low-barrier step toward a greener, more 
equitable New York City. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. We urge our partners in 
the City Council to support Intro 89-2026 and to continue investing in 
the transparency and accessibility of our city's green infrastructure. 
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Testimony for the NYC Council Committee on Parks and Recreation RE: Int. 89 of 2026  
Tami Lin-Moges, Director, NY Cities Program, The Nature Conservancy 

June 18, 2026 

Thank you, Chair Hankerson, and members of the Parks Committee, for the opportunity to 
testify. The Nature Conservancy is the world’s largest conservation organization, whose 
mission is to conserve the lands and waters on which all life depends. We have 90,000 
members across New York, 35,000 of whom are in New York City. In New York City, we 
convene the 200+ member Forest for All NYC coalition, and we are leading practitioners on 
the science and policy of the NYC Urban Forest. 

On behalf of The Nature Conservancy, I want to express our conditional support for 
Introduction 89 of 2026. As a science-based organization committed to equitably growing 
tree canopy to at least 30% across New York City, The Nature Conservancy appreciates the 
value of data on the NYC urban forest. We also strongly commend the bill’s ultimate goal of 
greening NYC by understanding where there are empty tree beds in streets and City parks 
and ensuring they are replanted.   

However, we are concerned about the potential burden of Int. 89 on NYC Parks, which has 
been a chronically underfunded agency. NYC Parks testified that conducting a citywide 
systemic data collection effort of vacant tree beds as prescribed in Int. 89 would be a 
considerable logistical undertaking that would be expensive and pull an already strained 
workforce away from other work, such as maintenance. The Nature Conservancy has 
advocated for years for the Mayor and City Council to allocate greater funding to NYC Parks 
to rebuild, sustain, and grow the workforce that cares for the NYC urban forest (see our 
most recent Action Page for the FY27 budget). Also, given the new NYC Parks Neighborhood 
Tree Planting Program will reach and aim to re-plant and expand tree beds wherever 
possible in every neighborhood by 2035, any collected and reported information on vacant 
beds may be outdated quickly.  

To ensure this legislation achieves its intended goals without unintended consequences, 
we suggest removing the requirement for NYC Parks to publish a full census of all vacant 
tree beds citywide, but instead enable the following: 

- Add a feature to the NYC Tree Map enabling community members to report vacant 
tree beds, just as they are currently able to report tree care activities they perform. 
While this feature does not guarantee a complete dataset, it enables motivated 

tel:212-997-1880
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https://preserve.nature.org/page/190322/action/1
https://tree-map.nycgovparks.org/tree-map/tree/3728028
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communities and districts to ensure public record of their own assessment of 
vacant tree beds.   

- Also on the NYC Tree Map, add info from the Department of Buildings and NYC Parks 
of any new street tree beds that are created as a result of new building development 
projects that adhere to the Street Tree Planting Requirement in the City Zoning 
regulations and indicate that a new tree will be planted there. Many of these tree 
beds are vacant for a while until the developer plants a tree. 

Beyond the scope of this legislation, but in the same spirit of planting more trees, we would 
also welcome efforts to accelerate the Neighborhood Tree Planting Program and shorten 
the timeframe from nine years so that all empty tree beds may be filled sooner. Of course, 
this will also necessitate increased funding for NYC Parks, which we wholly support.  

With these modifications, we would be pleased to offer our full support for Int. 89. Last, we 
would like to echo our FY27 budget testimonies and once more urge the Council and the 
Administration to allocate $150 million in FY27 to start to rebuild NYC’s urban forest 
workforce and kickstart the implementation of the Urban Forest Plan. The Nature 
Conservancy stands ready to continue offering technical expertise, community 
partnership, and support for the City’s efforts to grow the urban forest. 

Thank you for your leadership and for the opportunity to testify. 
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Written Testimony for the New York City Council Committee 
on Parks and Recreation 

 

Public Hearing on Intro 89-2026 
Testimony of Dr. Shahar Sadeh, Founding Director, Adamah NY 

Good afternoon, Chair and members of the Committee on Parks and Recreation. My name 
is Dr. Shahar Sadeh, and I am the Founding Director of Adamah NY. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony in support of Intro 89-2026. Adamah is the largest Jewish 
environmental organization in North America, mobilizing a Jewish response to the climate 
crisis. Adamah’s mission is to cultivate vibrant Jewish life in deep connection with the 
earth, catalyzing culture change and systemic change through climate action, immersive 
experiences, Jewish environmental education, and leadership development. I have the 
honor of leading Adamah NY, our national group’s largest and most active Community 
Impact Hub. Adamah NY works with over 140 local Jewish institutions on climate 
mitigation, adaptation, nature connection, environmental education, and community 
building. 
 

In New York, Adamah NY helps communities connect more deeply with nature, with one 
another, and with our collective responsibility to care for the places we share. We partner 
with institutions, educators, youth, civic leaders, and neighborhood groups to advance 
environmental stewardship and climate resilience through hands-on service, 
environmental education, and community engagement. Our work brings people out from 
classrooms and into parks, from synagogues onto city streets; and such efforts create 
meaningful opportunities to experience nature as part of everyday urban life. We strive to 
build a more just, connected, and resilient future by helping New Yorkers care for trees, 
green spaces, and the local environment together. 

We put this commitment into practice through on-the-ground work across New York City. 
Adamah NY has helped lead and support volunteer initiatives throughout the city, including 
Street Tree Care programs with the support of Council Member Gale Brewer and other local 



 

 

partners. These efforts strengthen stewardship of the urban canopy. They help residents 
understand how trees contribute to public health, climate resilience, cooling, stormwater 
management, and neighborhood well-being. And, they unite the block, literally and 
figuratively under the shade of the oxygen-producing neighborhood fixture.  

Our experience has shown that New Yorkers are eager to care for their blocks and 
participate in local greening efforts, when they have clear information, meaningful 
opportunities for involvement, and the support to do so. Intro 89-2026 would ensure that 
the city provides such information, opportunities, and support, so as to engender more 
greenery, and greater civic activity.   

Intro 89-2026 would simply require the Department of Parks and Recreation to identify tree 
pits on streets and in landscaped parks, display them on the City’s online tree map, then 
update that information annually. The map would indicate whether each tree pit currently 
contains a tree -- and, when it does not, explain why the site is not in use. We support this 
bill because it would bring much-needed transparency to local greening opportunities.  It 
would reduce confusion around vacant tree beds, and help communities, block 
associations, and residents better understand which sites may be viable for planting, and 
which are constrained by conditions such as sidewalk width, accessibility requirements, or 
underground infrastructure. By consolidating this information in one public, accessible 
place, Intro 89-2026 would make it easier for New Yorkers to work with the City to expand 
the urban canopy – and, just as importantly, to explore complementary greening strategies 
where tree planting is not feasible. 

Adamah NY is proud to be part of the Forest for All Coalition, and we celebrate the City’s 
new Urban Forest Plan released in 2026. We also recently joined America the Beautiful for 
All, a national network of over 300 organizations dedicated to simultaneously protecting 
nature and advancing environmental justice; among its main priorities is ensuring access 
to urban greenspace, especially in underserved and under-canopied communities. These 
partnerships reflect our belief that environmental action must be both community-rooted 
and equity-driven, and that access to healthy, thriving green spaces is essential to a just 
city. 

For all these reasons – ecological and social, civic and justice-minded, scientific and 
spiritual – Adamah NY strongly supports Intro 89-2026. We urge the Council to advance this 
legislation as an important step toward greater transparency, stronger community 
stewardship, and a healthier, more resilient urban forest for all New Yorkers. Thank you for 
your consideration. 







sincerely,
David Chuchuca
School Programs Director
NYC H2O







My name is Alika Tandon Vieira, and I have been working as an educator and stewardship 
staff at NYC H2O for over a year. During my time at this organisation, I have worked closely 
with the team of Eco-Interns, as they have laboured tirelessly to restore the Ridgewood 
Reservoir. For the interns, this job reflects not only their commitment to protecting nature, but 
also a broader sense of responsibility to their neighbourhoods and communities. Watching 
the team work together, chest-deep in the reservoir, pulling invasive phragmites by hand, I 
have seen the difference their intervention has made - with native plants returning and the 
wetland growing healthier and more resilient. It has also left me with a sense of hope: 
watching these young kids from the city spend their summers protecting and stewarding their 
local ecosystems has been nothing short of inspiring. 

​ 

This season, however, the interns have been unable to continue this critical work. The longer 
they wait, the quicker the phragmites grow back, undoing years of hard work. In writing this 
testimony, I ask that the Parks Department grant NYC H2O the green light to resume their 
work in the Ridgewood Reservoir. 
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Testimony of WE ACT for Environmental Justice 
to the New York City Council Committee on Parks and Recreation in 
support of Introduction 0089_2026 
 
Dear Committee Chair Hankerson, and Committees on Parks and Recreation: 
 
WE ACT for Environmental Justice (WE ACT) is writing to testify on the 
need to invest in the City’s future by funding environmental and climate 
policies and programs. Founded in 1988, WE ACT is a community-based 
organization in Harlem, New York City. At the city, state and federal levels 
WE ACT has been fighting environmental racism – racial discrimination in 
environmental policy-making, enforcement of regulations and laws, and 
targeting communities of color for toxic waste disposal and siting of polluting 
industries. We recognize and advocate for community-driven solutions that 
can remedy the institutionalized harms associated with unjust urban planning 
policies that have plagued communities of color for generations. Likewise, 
WE ACT stands firmly amongst 215 organizations in our commitment to 
justly and equitably protecting, maintaining, expanding New York City’s 
urban forest, and promoting the NYC Urban Forest Plan as a member of 
Forest for All NYC. Toward that end, WE ACT supports Introduction 
0089-2026. 
 
Intro 89 would require that the Commissioner of Parks and Recreation 
identify tree pits located on streets and in landscaped parks and display 
them on the City's online tree map within 3 years after the effective date of 
the bill. The Commissioner would thereafter have to update the map 
annually to reflect changes to tree pits and the creation of new tree pits. 
The map must note whether each tree pit contains a tree, and if a tree pit 
does not contain a tree the reason for the disuse of the tree pit. Our goal is 
to add transparency to opportunities for greening locally while also 
consolidating this information centrally on the City’s Tree Map.  
 
The passage of this bill would help contribute to a foundational 
understanding of tree loss for the Department of Parks and Recreation, 
conservancy collaborators, academic partners, and residents.  The tree pit 
map would be a key reference point to be consulted as part of Objective 5.2 
(page 62) of the Urban Forest Plan (Advance urban forest monitoring and 
research to inform canopy protection, maintenance, and expansion). The 
data collected about the discontinued use of empty tree pits would reveal 
trends in preservation challenges and prevent residents from spending their 
time reporting pits that are currently not viable for a new planting. It may 
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open opportunities for residents to propose alternative uses for empty tree 
pits that serve different community needs. 
  
Intro 89 also has synergy with Objective 7.4 (page 67) of the Urban Forest 
Plan ( Maximize tree-planting opportunities in the public realm by 
convening a task force on subsurface conflicts and opportunities). This 
Objective 7.4 calls for MOCEJ, DEP, DOT, NYC Parks,  and utilities 
companies to convene a task force to identify opportunities for future tree 
planting. The task force will investigate design, operational, and budgetary 
solutions to limit infrastructure conflicts that require the removal of 
existing trees and the elimination of future tree-planting opportunities. 
Communities like East Harlem, with busy, unshaded corridors like E. 125th 
Street might be able to explore innovative methods to expand tree canopy 
or alternative shade structures as part of community benefits agreements 
with development projects accompanying the extension of the 2nd Ave 
Subway. Likewise, considering how subsurface conditions impact 
opportunities for tree preservation and planting are part of a broader need 
for subsurface mapping that can improve emergency management and 
potentially save the city millions of dollars due to more efficient 
operations, reduced disruption and damage to infrastructure. 
 
The more information at our disposal to meet the aims of the Urban Forest 
Plan, the better.  Introduction 0089-2026 is part of critical intelligence 
gathering and transparency that will help city agencies and community 
stakeholders develop effective strategies to optimize the use of empty tree pits 
citywide. Likewise community members deserve to know why trees are not 
viable at certain locations so they can be engaged in opportunities to otherwise 
activate tree pits in their neighborhood. Thank you for your consideration. 

​ ​ ​  
 
​ ​ ​ ​ Sincerely,  
​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ Caleb Smith 

New York City Policy Manager 
646.983.7288 
caleb.smith@weact.org  
WE ACT for Environmental Justice 
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June 19, 2026 

 
Re:  Written testimony in support of Intro 89-2026 
 

Dear NYC Council Members, 

We are a nonprofit all-volunteer community group (501c3 nonprofit) based on the Upper West Side, and 
NYC Council Member Gale Brewer represents our district. The West 80s Neighborhood Association was 
initially formed to help create an extended historic district along West End Avenue, Riverside Drive and 
Broadway as well as the side streets and cross streets, and that expanded historic district was signed 
into law by Mayor Michael Bloomberg (as well as the individual landmarking of special buildings such as 
West Park Presbyterian Church). Our neighborhood association then began engaging in more 
environmentally focused issues, as well as addressing neighborhood quality of life concerns, which we 
have been focusing on for the past 20 years or so.  
 
As part of our environmental initiatives, we created a coalition of various stakeholders around the issue 
of street tree care; we coined it “Love Your Street Tree Day”. Our educational community events often 
attract a hundred New Yorkers eager to learn about best practices of street tree care and to receive free 
gardening tools and supplies, including our “curb your dog” signs. 
 
We are also founding members of the NY Nature Conservancy’s “Forest for All NYC” coalition. I trained 
to be a volunteer tree steward with Trees NY, and am a volunteer super steward with the NYC Parks 
Department. We helped in the 2015 Tree Census in our UWS neighborhood collaborating with CB7 and 
NYC high school students to do the tree survey in the West 80s.   
 
Protecting, properly caring for and maintaining the existing NYC street trees (over 600,000 currently) is 
the main part of our Love Your Street Tree Day mission. Please see our websites below for more 
information on our volunteer community work.  
 
In addition to advocating and educating on the proper care and “adoption” of NYC street trees, we also 
wish to see more street trees planted, expanded tree beds for street trees, tree guards around street 
trees, rat burrows remediated, and beautification of our sidewalks and common spaces. That would 
include empty tree beds (sometimes called tree wells or tree pits too, but we find the word “pit” has 
negative connotations, so we use “bed” to encourage community members to see the soil area around 
the tree as the tree’s home needing care and beautification like our homes!).  Unfortunately, too many 
tree beds across the city are empty, abandoned, collecting litter, and people are not sure as to who can  
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plant there, and if a tree is able to be planted there. Many of these tree beds have become overgrown 
with weeds (some invasive) and are eye sores in the neighborhood.  
 
We support Council Member Gale Brewer’s new bill Intro. 89-2026 to address these problems with 
empty tree beds/pits. If passed, it would quantify and catalog the problem and help the NYC Parks 
Department with solving those problem areas. It would be an additional resource for the community as 
well, including block / neighborhood associations like ours to assist in our volunteer efforts and 
community outreach.  
 
We urge you to pass Intro. 89-2026 as it is common-sense legislation and fills a gap in the current NYC 
tree map database. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit our letter in support.  
 
Yours truly, 

 
Melissa Elstein 
Secretary, West 80s Neighborhood Association 
Note the new email: west80sneighborhood@gmail.com 
www.west80s.org 
www.loveyourstreettreeday.com 
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Samuel Bishop, Education Director, Trees New York 

June 18, 2026 

Thank you, Chair Hankerson, and members of the Parks Committee, for the opportunity to 
testify. Trees New York was founded in 1976 as a volunteer response to New York City’s 
devastating cutbacks in forestry and tree-related community services. Trees New York has 
50 years of experience in community tree planting, stewardship and education projects. In 
partnership with the New York City Parks Department we run the Citizen Pruner Program, 
which teaches and licenses volunteers to care for and prune New York City street trees. 
Since its founding, Trees New York has trained over 13,500 Citizen Pruners and 9,000 youth 
in tree care and stewardship. In the past 10 years, Trees New York has planted over 5,000 
trees in underserved communities throughout New York City. Trees New York is also an 
active member of the Forest for All NYC coalition. 

On behalf of Trees New York, I want to express our conditional support for Introduction 89 
of 2026. We appreciate the value of data on the NYC urban forest, and use the Parks 
Department’s existing publicly available data, including NYC Tree Map and the Tree Work 
Hub in our work. We support Int. 89’s goals of enhancing public transparency for the city’s 
urban forest. 

We are concerned about the potential burden of Int. 89 on NYC Parks, which has been a 
chronically underfunded agency. NYC Parks testified that they do not have all the data 
requested and collecting it would be a major undertaking that would divert resources from 
their ongoing operations, including NYC Parks Neighborhood Tree Planting Program (NTTP). 
It seems most or all of the data requested in Int. 89 would have to be collected by the Parks 
Department as part of the NTTP. A possible solution is letting the Parks Department report 
the data from the NTTP within a reasonable time after it is collected.  

We also encourage the Mayor and the City Council to provide the Parks Department with 
the support and resources to continue to expand our urban forest and enhance all the 
other vital public services that the Parks Department provides to all New Yorkers.   

 

https://forestforall.nyc/
http://tree-map.nycgovparks.org/
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https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=1415407&GUID=87344321-8CE7-4CA6-8E08-6F8A0D6179B0&Options=info|&Search=
http://www.nycgovparks.org/trees/street-tree-planting/neighborhood-tree-planting-program
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Dear Parks and Recreation Committee, 
Thank you for allowing me to share a testimony of how changing the use change of the 
Oval at Mount Prospect Park from a free open space to a skate park will negatively 
impact the community. One of the special features of MPP is that the oval is large 
enough to accommodate several different activities at the same time. As the 
designers have stated, the center brown space is there b/c of overuse b/c it is a well 
used park. 
On any given afternoon, you can find parents playing catch with their children, an 
afterschool program practicing drills with the kids, children playing kickball or tag, dog 
walkers playing, couples and friends sitting on a blanket, all at the same time without 
disturbing or interrupting one another. This is true diversity: 5 very different types of 
community groups all playing at the same time in the center oval of the park, in peace 
as one community.  
At the same time, older folks find respite from the loud, obtrusive noises of Eastern 
Parkway and find peace in the low humming sounds of birds, dogs, children, and people 
laughing, in the background. No one noise overtaking the other or breaking the peaceful 
humming of this natural space. These are the sounds of a truly healthy and vibrant 
community interacting which produces peace in the hearts of those who call this park 
home. This isn’t a once in a while occurrence; this is a common experience because 
residents of community boards 8, 9, and 6 use this space as a living space. And this is 
the type of park space the City wants, should cultivate and protect.  
Replacing 56% of the common use section of the park would significantly alter the 
overarching purpose, feel and use of the park by the current community groups. The 
current design changes the park in that: 
1) I sent a screen shot of a google maps where you can trace a space and get 

accurate measurements. The screenshot I attached shows a trace of the center 
oval at 96,000 sqft and the proposed area as 54,000 sq ft not 29,000 sq ft as they 
have stated.   

2) I also want to note that they are proposing 56% of the center oval will now be a 
“single use space”.  Replacing this much of the oval would create competition 
that does not currently exist and prohibit the current diverse activities from taking 
place at the same time. If this design replaces the existing green space in the oval, 
only 1 or 2 community groups of the five I listed could use the remaining green 
space at the same time. 

2)      The new design would make 56% of the oval space limited to use by one type of 
community group for one activity: the one who not only owns a skateboard, but who 
also knows how to use it and can use it on ramps and do, or attempt to do, tricks. This is 
a very narrow band of the community: the skateboarder. And what’s worse is that when 
it’s raining or snowing or cold, (and now we know, at night) this space will be unutilized 
by anyone. Instead, today, this space is used by the entire community whether it’s 
raining, snowing or sunny and warm after dusk.    
3)      I want to highlight we are not against a skate park, just not in this peaceful and well 
used park. Another reason, is that as a neighbor noted the other day, the vibe doesn’t 
match. Common sounds of a skatepark would disrupt the original design intention of 
the park: which is for quiet contemplation.  Sounds like: 
·       The clatter of wheels rumbling on pavement  
·       Scraping Sounds 
·       The hollow thud of boards hitting the ground after a trick  
·       Industrial Clang: The metallic clang of trucks grinding on rails or ledges  
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·       Wind Swish as a skater carves across the pavement 
These sounds, combined with the visuals of skateboarders performing tricks, often 
falling, jumping or gasping from not completing a trick, can produce excitement for 
some but high stress and PTSD for others. Several community groups which currently 
visit Mount Prospect Park for the peaceful nature of the park would be unable to use it. 
Groups such as: 
·       Young children 
·       Older people looking for a peaceful space 
·       Nanny’s eating lunch while baby’s sleep 
·       Dog walkers 
·       Friends sitting together to talk 
That’s 5 community groups that would be displaced by the change in the park. 5:1 is not 
diverse and it’s not equitable.  
I hope you understand that the arguments we are presenting to you are real and would 
have a very real impact on the communities that currently use the park for its intended 
purpose.  
I also hope you understand, that we are not against skateparks, instead calling 
attention to our request to use the $11 million taxpayer dollars to fix and upkeep the 
current skateparks which have been left to disrepair and are no longer used; and or to 
provide Brooklyn with an additional park (rather than taking one away) for the growing 
constituents of our borough.  
 
"Please do not vote for this project. The City should halt planning and construction 
pending an investigation for violations of City law and policy, including the Adopt a 
Park law and other environmental inequities." 
  
Cristina Pastrana 
Resident of Community Board and Community District 8.  
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Figure.❶‗.Google.Earth.Oval.Tracing‗.Measurement 

Figure.0‗.Google.Earth.Skate.Park‗.Measurement 

Figure.9‗.The.skatepark.official.design.drawing 

Figure.7‗.Google.Earth.Oval.and.Skate.Park.Tracing  
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