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I. INTRODUCTION
On Wednesday, June 18, 2025, the Committee on General Welfare, chaired by Deputy Speaker Diana Ayala, will hold a hearing on the following pieces of legislation: Introduction Number (Int. No.) 791-2024, sponsored by Council Member Lincoln Restler, in relation to requiring the department of social services to post on its website data concerning vacant supportive housing units; Int No. 1175-2025, sponsored by Council Member Julie Menin, in relation to civil legal services for domestic violence survivors in divorce proceedings; Int No. 1208-2025, sponsored by Council Member Jennifer Gutiérrez, in relation to a report on air conditioning in homeless shelters; Int No. 1232-2025, sponsored by Council Member Chris Banks, in relation to notifications for emergency rental assistance grant approvals; Proposed Resolution Number (Res. No.) 362-A- 2024, sponsored by Council Member Erik Bottcher, calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.5291/S.5975, the Social Worker Workforce Act; and Res. No. 839-2025, sponsored by Council Member Alexa Aviles, calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A03578/S00403 to establish a SNAP and cash assistance fraud victims' compensation fund.
 Witnesses invited to testify include representatives from the New York City (NYC or City) Department of Social Services (DSS), advocates, and other interested members of the community.
II. Int. No 791-2024

a. Background

Supportive housing refers to affordable housing with supportive social services and case management in place for people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness.[footnoteRef:1] Supportive housing may be either scattered-site housing, where supportive housing apartments are located in a variety of privately-owned buildings throughout the city, or congregate housing, where supportive housing tenants have their own apartments or rooms in a single building and hold an individual lease with the landlord.[footnoteRef:2] In scattered-site housing, contracts are funded by City or State agencies.[footnoteRef:3] In congregate housing, capital financing can come from City, State, or Federal sources and social services are provided by community based organizations with funds awarded by the City and State through the Requests for Proposals (RFPs) process.[footnoteRef:4] In order to access supportive housing, potential tenants must apply to DSS to determine eligibility.[footnoteRef:5] If a prospective tenant is determined to be eligible, a placement agency will refer the tenant to a supportive housing provider for an interview.[footnoteRef:6] A prospective tenant will be offered a lease by the provider if they are successful at the interview stage.[footnoteRef:7] Reporting from news outlet The City found that in 2024 only about 18% of individuals experiencing street homelessness who were approved for supportive housing were successful in moving into a supportive housing location.[footnoteRef:8] DSS uses the Coordinated Assessment and Placement System (CAPS)[footnoteRef:9] as part of the Continuum of Care (CoC) tracking system that is federally required for U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development partners.[footnoteRef:10] CAPS tracks supportive housing applications and units internally.[footnoteRef:11] As of September 3, 2024, there were over 4,000 vacant supportive housing units, with another 2,100 “offline” due to needed renovations or repairs, according to data received by Legal Services NYC through a Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) request.[footnoteRef:12] [1:  “Supportive and Affordable Housing and Services” NYC Human Resources Administration. (n.d.). Available from: https://www.nyc.gov/site/hra/help/supportive-housing.page]  [2:  Id. ]  [3:  Id.]  [4:  Id.]  [5:  “Accessing Supportive Housing” (NYC Human Resources Administration). (n.d.) Available from: https://www.nyc.gov/site/hra/help/accessing-supportive-housing.page]  [6:  Id.]  [7:  Id.]  [8:  Hogan, Gwynne. Most Street-Homeless Housing Applicants Never Get a Shot, Inside Stats Show. The City. (Jan 6, 2025). Available from: https://www.thecity.nyc/2025/01/06/homeless-supportive-housing-eric-adams-statistics/]  [9:  Coordinated Assessment and Placement System (CAPS). NYC Continuum of Care. (n.d.) Available from: https://www.nyc.gov/site/nycccoc/caps/caps.page]  [10:  Continuum of Care Program. U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. (n.d.). Available from: https://www.hud.gov/hud-partners/-coc]  [11:  CAPS User Guides. NYC Continuum of Care. (n.d.) Available from: https://www.nyc.gov/site/nycccoc/caps/caps-user-guides.page]  [12:  Id. ] 

b. Analysis of legislation

This bill would require DSS to post data concerning vacant supportive housing units on its website. The data would include the total number and percentage of all supportive housing units in the city that are vacant and the number of vacant units at different stages in the placement process including units that are vacant but have received a client referral and are awaiting an interview, and those that are vacant and are awaiting a client referral. DSS would be required to provide data beginning twelve months prior to the enactment of the law, and to update the information monthly thereafter. If enacted, this bill would take effect immediately.
III. Int. No 1175-2025
a. Background
	Domestic Violence (DV) is one of the leading drivers of homelessness, with more than 1 in 5 families in the NYC shelter system citing DV as the reason for their homelessness.[footnoteRef:13] Many DV survivors have explained that financial stress and instability can make it difficult to leave their perpetrators.[footnoteRef:14] More than 94% of DV survivors have reported economic abuse[footnoteRef:15] from the perpetrator.[footnoteRef:16] Divorce proceedings can be exceptionally expensive, and in DV cases, survivors may also need to seek protective orders and spousal and child support, which can make cases additionally complicated.[footnoteRef:17] Moreover, divorces in New York State can be either uncontested, where both spouses agree to the divorce and how finances, property, and custody will be handled after the divorce, or contested, when one spouse does not want to get a divorce or there is disagreement about the grounds for divorce or the handling of custody or assets.[footnoteRef:18] Contested divorces often require legal representation due to their complexity; however, affordable legal representation can be difficult to find as individuals going through divorce proceedings are not entitled to counsel except when cases involve child custody or orders of protection.[footnoteRef:19] [13:  “Domestic Violence Advocacy Alleviates Family Homelessness Pt. 2” Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York. (Oct 16, 2024). Available from: https://cccnewyork.org/domestic-violence-advocacy-alleviates-family-homelessness-pt-2/]  [14:  Id.]  [15:  Under 34 USC § 12291(a)(13), economic abuse in the context of DV refers to the practice of a perpetrator exerting control over income and finances and limiting access to money, assets, or credit. ]  [16:  “A Crisis Compounded: The Dual Crises of Domestic Violence and Homelessness” New Destiny Housing. (Jul. 2024). Available from: https://newdestinyhousing.org/wp-content/uploads/DV-Report-1.pdf]  [17:  Domestic Violence & Its Legal Impact on Divorce. Justia. (n.d.). Available from: https://www.justia.com/family/divorce/special-circumstances-in-divorce/domestic-violence-victims-rights-and-information/domestic-violence-and-divorce/]  [18:  “Divorce Information & Frequently Asked Questions” New York Unified Court System. (n.d.). Available from: https://ww2.nycourts.gov/divorce/info_faqs.shtml#difference]  [19:  “What You Need to Know About Divorce” The Legal Aid Society. (n.d.). Available from: https://legalaidnyc.org/get-help/family-domestic-violence-divorce/what-you-need-to-know-about-divorce/] 

On January 9, 2022, the New York City Council enacted Local Law 5 of 2022 (LL 5/2022), which established a two-year-long pilot program to provide free legal assistance and full legal representation to DV survivors in divorce proceedings.[footnoteRef:20] LL 5/2022 also required that a working group be formed to assess the pilot program and create a report with recommendations for the implementation of the pilot and, following the pilot program, a report evaluating the pilot program with recommendations for expanding the program.[footnoteRef:21] [20:  LL 05 of 2022]  [21:  Id.] 

b. Analysis of Legislation
This bill would require the Office of Civil Justice (OCJ) to establish a permanent program to provide DV survivors with full legal representation performed by a designated organization throughout divorce proceedings. Full legal representation is defined in the bill as including all legal advice, advocacy, and assistance associated with representation. OCJ would be required to submit to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council an annual report with data on the program for the preceding year, including data on the number of survivors who requested and received legal representation, the number and outcomes of concluded divorce proceedings, the number of unconcluded divorce proceedings, programmatic costs, fees paid to designated organizations, and operational challenges. If enacted, this bill would take effect immediately.
IV. Int. No 1208-2025
c. Background
	Temperatures in New York State are expected to increase across all seasons, and NYC is particularly vulnerable to increases in temperature due to the “heat island effect” of the built environment.[footnoteRef:22] The “heat island effect” refers to the increased temperatures in urban environments due to the replacement of green space and vegetation that provides cooling with infrastructure that absorbs heat.[footnoteRef:23] Extreme heat, especially paired with humidity, can have direct negative impacts on health and result in heat-related illnesses and death.[footnoteRef:24] An estimated almost 600 New Yorkers die each year due to heat-related illness.[footnoteRef:25] Death rates due to heat-related illness are highest in neighborhoods with higher poverty levels.[footnoteRef:26] The majority of heat stress deaths occur in those exposed to heat at home due to lack of air conditioner (AC), or a non-working AC.[footnoteRef:27] To protect vulnerable New Yorkers—especially those who are unhoused or do not have access to cooling features in their homes—from heat-related illness, NYC offers free cooling centers, which are air-conditioned facilities located in, e.g. libraries, community centers, senior centers, and New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) facilities.[footnoteRef:28] Cooling centers are, however, only made available when the National Weather Service issues a heat advisory with a forecasted heat index of 95 degrees or higher for two or more days at a time or 100 degrees or higher for any period of time.[footnoteRef:29]  [22: Climate Impact Spotlight: New York City.” New York State Climate Impacts Assessment. (n.d.). Available from: https://nysclimateimpacts.org/explore-by-region/new-york-city]  [23:  “Urban Heat Hot Spots in 65 Cities”. Climate Central. (n.d.). Available from: https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-matters/urban-heat-islands-2024]  [24:  Id. ]  [25:  2024 NYC Heat-Related Mortality Report. New York City. (n.d.). Available from: https://a816-dohbesp.nyc.gov/IndicatorPublic/data-features/heat-report/]  [26:  Id.]  [27:  Id.]  [28:  “Cooling Centers”. NYC 311. (n.d.) Available from: https://portal.311.nyc.gov/article/?kanumber=KA-02663]  [29:  Id. ] 

Many NYC homeless shelters, especially those in older buildings, lack AC in rooms where people sleep.[footnoteRef:30] Temperatures inside buildings without AC can be higher than the temperatures outside, and these high temperatures can persist for longer than they do outdoors.[footnoteRef:31] Residents living in shelters without AC may request it as a reasonable accommodation for a physical or mental disability.[footnoteRef:32] In practice, this means that shelter residents need to present a doctor’s note confirming that AC is required for their wellbeing.[footnoteRef:33] Many residents report that even with a doctor's note, they are often not supplied with AC units.[footnoteRef:34]  [30:  Newman, Andy.” Families Say Shelters Without Air-Conditioning Are Like ‘Living in Hell’” The New York Times. (Jul 16, 2024). Available from: https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/16/nyregion/air-conditioning-homeless-shelters.html#:~:text=Some%20family%20shelters%20are%20in,%2Dconditioning%2C%20the%20city%20said.]  [31:  Vant-Hull, B., and Coauthors. The Harlem Heat Project: A Unique Media–Community Collaboration to Study Indoor Heat Waves. , Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society 99, 12 (2018): 2491-2506, doi: https://doi.org/10.1175/BAMS-D-16-0280.1]  [32:  18 NYCRR 491.12 and 900.12]  [33:  Newman, Andy.” Families Say Shelters Without Air-Conditioning Are Like ‘Living in Hell’” The New York Times. (Jul 16, 2024). Available from: https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/16/nyregion/air-conditioning-homeless-shelters.html#:~:text=Some%20family%20shelters%20are%20in,%2Dconditioning%2C%20the%20city%20said.]  [34:  Id] 

d. Analysis of Legislation
This bill would require the Commissioner of Homeless Services, in coordination with the Commissioner of Social Services, Commissioner of Housing Preservation and Development, and Commissioner of Youth and Community Development, to issue a one-time report to the Mayor and to the Speaker of the Council on the availability of AC in homeless shelters. The report would be posted on the relevant agencies’ websites and would include information on which shelters have any AC, which have AC in only some areas of the shelter, which have AC throughout the shelter, the type of AC provided, which shelters have AC that needs repair, which shelters installed AC during the past 12 months, and which shelters are planning to install AC within the next 12 months. If enacted, this bill would take effect immediately.
IV. Int. No 1232-2025
a. Background
The New York City Human Resources Administration (HRA) can provide cash to New Yorkers during an emergency, known as a “one-shot deal.”[footnoteRef:35] One shot-deals can assist New Yorkers with paying rent, paying for emergency costs associated with leaving a living arrangement where domestic violence is present, paying for utility bills, and other issues that can affect health and safety. [footnoteRef:36] For rental assistance, one-shot deals consist of a one-time payment to pay rent arrears to avoid an eviction.[footnoteRef:37] One-shot deals can be applied for through the Access HRA website.[footnoteRef:38] According to HRA, most one-shot deal cases for rental assistance are decided within 30 to 45 days, and the grant is issued directly to the landlord or to housing court.[footnoteRef:39] In 2022, there were around 66,000 applications for one-shot deals for rental assistance submitted, and this increased to about 81,000 in 2023 and 106,000 in 2024.[footnoteRef:40] On average, 30% of applications for emergency rental assistance are accepted and the rest denied.[footnoteRef:41] Delays in the processing of one-shot deals may result in housing court cases staying open longer than necessary.[footnoteRef:42] Poor notification practices related to accepted cases may increase the risk of eviction due to non-payment for tenants who have been brought to Housing Court and are on a repayment deadline.[footnoteRef:43] [35:  “Cash help during an emergency” Access NYC. (n.d.). Available from: https://access.nyc.gov/programs/one-shot-deal/]  [36:  Id.]  [37:  Id.]  [38:  Id. ]  [39:  “Emergency Rental Assistance Grants (One-Shot Deals). NYC HRA. (n.d.). Available from: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/hra/downloads/pdf/benefits/Emergency-Rental-Assistance-Grant-Flyer.pdf]  [40:  “Cash Assistance Emergency Assistance Requests” NYC HRA. (May 14, 2025). Availble from: https://data.cityofnewyork.us/Social-Services/Cash-Assistance-Emergency-Assistance-Requests/5vgr-4tp3/about_data]  [41:  Id.]  [42:  Evictions Up, Representation Down. Office of the New York City Comptroller. (May 2, 2025). Available from: https://comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/evictions-up-representation-down/]  [43:  “My landlord brought me to Housing Court.” Housing Court Answers. (n.d.). Available from: https://housingcourtanswers.org/answers/for-tenants/housing-court-tenants/ ] 

b. Analysis of Legislation
This bill would require HRA to provide an automated text message or email notification upon the approval of an application for the Emergency Assistance Grant Program, also known as a “one-shot deal” pertaining to rental assistance. Such approval notification would be delivered to the tenant applying for assistance and the building owner or managing agent designated by the building owner to collect rental payments from the applicant. Notifications would include information on the monetary amount of the award via the emergency assistance grant, an estimated issuance date for the assistance, and the mode of delivery for the corresponding check. This bill would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.
V.   CONCLUSION
At today’s hearing, the Committee looks forward to hearing feedback and recommendations regarding this legislation from DSS, advocates, and other stakeholders. 


Int. No. 791

By Council Members Restler, Sanchez, Ayala, Farias, Ung, Lee, Ossé, Schulman, Louis and Banks

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of social services to post on its website data concerning vacant supportive housing units
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2

1

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-148.1 to read as follows:
§ 21-148.1 Supportive housing occupancy reporting. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Available vacant unit. The term “available vacant unit” means a supportive housing unit that is ready for a client referral.
Online unit. The term “online unit” means a vacant unit that is not yet ready for client referral due to staffing capacity, unit turnover, maintenance, or other reasons.
Supportive housing. The term “supportive housing” means affordable, permanent housing with support services.
Vacant unit. The term “vacant unit” means a supportive housing unit that is not occupied for permanent residence purposes.
Vacant unit with placement pending. The term “vacant unit with placement pending” means a vacant unit for which a placement agency has referred a client for an interview but for which no determination has yet been made.
 b. Not later than September 1, 2024, the commissioner shall post on the department’s website information on vacant units contained within the coordinated assessment and placement system (CAPS). Such information shall be disaggregated by (i) whether a unit will be available for the first time or is a supportive housing unit already in use and (ii) the supportive housing provider. Such information shall be updated each month and shall include, at a minimum:
1. The total number of vacant units;
2. The percentage of all supportive housing units in the city that are vacant; 
3. The total number of vacant units with placement pending; 
4. The total number of available vacant units for which a placement agency has not referred a client for an interview; 
5. The total number of online units;
6. The total number of vacant units, beginning 12 months prior to the enactment date of the local law that added this section;
7. The average number of days between the date a vacant unit became available and the date such unit was occupied, for all vacant units in each month beginning 12 months prior to the enactment date of the local law that added this section;
8. The average number of days between the date a placement agency received a client’s application and the date such client was referred to a unit, in each month beginning 12 months prior to the enactment date of the local law that added this section; and
9. The average number of days between the date a placement agency referred a client to a unit and the date the unit was occupied, in each month beginning 12 months prior to the enactment date of the local law that added this section.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately
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LS #14216
3/18/2024 3:55 PM

Int. No. 1175

By Council Members Menin, Farías, De La Rosa, Ariola, Schulman, Lee, Louis, Restler, Brannan, Ayala, Ung and Banks

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to civil legal services for domestic violence survivors in divorce proceedings
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2


Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-153 to read as follows:
§ 21-153 Civil legal services program for domestic violence survivors. a. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Coordinator. The term “coordinator” means the coordinator of the office of civil justice.
Designated organization. The term “designated organization” means a not-for-profit organization or association contracted to provide full legal representation pursuant to the program established by this section.
Divorce proceeding. The term “divorce proceeding” means any action for divorce or special action as described in sections 170 and 170-a of the domestic relations law.
Domestic violence survivor. The term “domestic violence survivor” means any individual who is covered by the term “victim of domestic violence” as such term is defined in section 8-102 or as such term is defined in section 459-a of the social services law.
Full legal representation. The term “full legal representation” means ongoing legal representation provided by a designated organization to a domestic violence survivor. This includes all legal advice, advocacy, and assistance associated with such representation. 
Program. The term “program” means the civil legal services program for domestic violence survivors established by this section.
b. Program. 1. No later than 1 year after the effective date of the local law that added this section, the coordinator shall implement a program to provide full legal representation for domestic violence survivors in divorce proceedings. 
2. Any full legal representation commenced pursuant to the program shall continue until the final disposition of the divorce proceeding.
3. Full legal representation performed by a designated organization pursuant to the program shall not supplant, replace, or satisfy any obligations or responsibilities of such designated organization pursuant to any other program, contract, or agreement.
4. The provision of any full legal representation pursuant to the program created by this section shall be subject to appropriation.
c. Training. The coordinator shall work with the office to end domestic and gender-based violence to provide training and resources to designated organizations on topics related to domestic and gender-based violence, including training on economic abuse and trauma-informed engagement practices.
d. Outreach. The coordinator shall create written materials that contain information about the program, any interpretation services that are available in divorce proceedings, and any other free or low-cost legal services or resources available for domestic violence survivors in divorce proceedings. Such written materials shall be posted online and made available at family justice centers and other locations, as practicable, in the designated citywide languages, as defined in section 23-1101.
e. Report. No later than 2 years after the effective date of the local law that added this section, and annually thereafter, the coordinator shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a report on the program. Such report shall include, but need not be limited to, the following for the preceding year:
1. The total number of domestic violence survivors who requested to receive full legal representation through the program; 
2. The total number of domestic violence survivors who requested to receive full legal representation through the program and did not receive such full legal representation, and the reasons why;
3. The total number of domestic violence survivors who have received full legal representation through the program whose divorce proceeding has been concluded, including whether each such divorce proceeding was contested or uncontested, and the total amount of fees paid for each such full legal representation;
4. The total number of domestic violence survivors who have received full legal representation through the program whose divorce proceeding is ongoing, including whether each such divorce proceeding was contested or uncontested, and the total amount of fees paid for each such full legal representation;
5. The total amount of fees paid to designated organizations;
6. Any challenges in implementing or operating the program; and
7. The total estimated amount of funding required for the program for the upcoming year.
f. Private right of action. Nothing in this section or the administration or application thereof shall be construed to create a private right of action on the part of any person or entity against the city or any agency, official, or employee thereof.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 1208

By Council Members Gutiérrez, Sanchez, Ayala, Cabán, Hanif, Banks and Louis

..Title
A Local Law in relation to a report on air conditioning in homeless shelters
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2


Section 1.  Report on air conditioning in shelters. a. Definitions. For purposes of this local law, the following terms have the following meanings:
Facility type. The term “facility type” means a categorization of a shelter based on its service, contractual, and physical structure characteristics.
Shelter. The term “shelter” means temporary emergency housing provided by the department of homeless services, the human resources administration/department of social services, the department of housing preservation and development, or the department of youth and community development or by a provider under contract or similar agreement with such agency.
b. Report. 1. No later than 1 year after the effective date of this local law, the commissioner of homeless services, in coordination with the commissioner of social services, commissioner of housing preservation and development, and commissioner of youth and community development, shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a report regarding the availability of air conditioning in shelters. Such report shall include a table in which each row references a shelter, indicated by name. Each such row shall include the following information, as well as any other information the commissioner deems appropriate, set forth in separate columns:
(a) The name of the agency operating such shelter or under contract or similar agreement with a provider for the operation of such shelter;
(b) Any unique identification number assigned to the building in which such shelter is located by the agency operating such shelter or under contract or similar agreement with a provider for the operation of such shelter;
(c) The owner of the building in which such shelter is located;
(d) For shelters operated by the department of homeless services or a provider under contract or similar agreement with such department, the facility type, and for all other shelters, the population served by the shelter;
(e) The borough in which such shelter is located;
(f) The zip code in which such shelter is located;
(g) The council district in which such shelter is located; 
(h) Whether such shelter has any air conditioning;
(i) If such shelter has any air conditioning, whether the air conditioning is provided in congregate areas, sleeping areas, or both;
(j) If such shelter has air conditioned congregate areas, the ratio of air conditioned congregate areas to total congregate areas;
(k) If such shelter has air conditioned congregate areas, whether the air conditioning is provided through a central air system, an installed unit, or a combination of both;
(l) If such shelter has air conditioned sleeping areas, the ratio of air conditioned sleeping areas to total sleeping areas;
(m) If such shelter has air conditioned sleeping areas, whether the air conditioning is provided through a central air system, an installed unit, or a combination of both;
(n) Whether such shelter has an air conditioning central air system that is not functioning;
(o) Whether such shelter has any air conditioning installed unit that is not functioning; 
(p) Whether such shelter installed an air conditioning central air system during the past 12 months, and if so, whether such system serves congregate areas, sleeping areas, or a combination of both; 
(q) Whether such shelter installed air conditioning units during the past 12 months, and if so, whether such units were installed in congregate areas, sleeping areas, or a combination of both;
(r) Whether such shelter is planning to install an air conditioning central air system within the next 12 months; 
(s) If such shelter is planning such an installation, whether the central air system will serve only congregate areas, only sleeping areas, or both;
(t) Whether such shelter is planning to install air conditioning units within the next 12 months; and
(u) If such shelter is planning such an installation, whether the installed units will serve only congregate areas, only sleeping areas, or both.
2. The commissioner, the commissioner of social services, the commissioner of housing preservation and development, and the commissioner of youth and community development shall each post the report required under paragraph 1 of this subdivision conspicuously on the relevant agency’s website.
3. The report required under paragraph 1 of this subdivision shall include a data dictionary.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 1232

By Council Members Banks, Narcisse, Louis, Brannan, Ayala and Cabán

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notifications for emergency rental assistance grant approvals
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2



Section 1. Section 21-150 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 38 for the year 2022, is amended to add new subdivision h, to read as follows:
h. Notification of emergency assistance grant application issuance. HRA shall provide an automated electronic mail or text message upon the approval of an emergency assistance grant application for rental assistance. Such electronic mail or text message shall be sent to the email address or phone number of both the applicant and the building owner, or managing agent designated by the building owner to collect the rental payments of the applicant, to the extent that such information was provided in the submitted application on ACCESS HRA. Such electronic mail or text message shall include the rental assistance amount, an estimated issuance date for the rental assistance, and the delivery method of the rental assistance.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law. 
APM
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Proposed Res. No. 362- A

..Title
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.701/S.988, the Social Worker Workforce Act.
..Body

By Council Members Bottcher, Gennaro, Louis, Brewer and Banks

Whereas, Social workers help individuals cope with problems in their everyday lives and help people function the best they can in their environment; and
Whereas, Demand for social workers in New York City and across the country is rising along with increased needs for mental health and substance use treatment; and 
Whereas, Individuals are struggling to access mental health care, with less than half of Americans receiving the treatment they need, according to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration; and 
Whereas, A May 2022 survey conducted by the New York State Department of Labor, Business Council, Empire State Development, and the Regional Economic Development Council found that social work jobs ranked the third most difficult to fill among all sectors in New York City; and 
Whereas, A 2022 audit by state Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli found that 80 percent of New York City schools did not meet the recommended ratio of one social worker for every 250 students; and 
Whereas, The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics projects that employment for social workers will grow faster than the average for all occupations, with about 74,900 annual openings predicted through 2031; and
Whereas, To become licensed as a Licensed Master Social Worker (LMSW) in New York State, individuals must graduate from an accredited social work program with a clinical curriculum and internship approved by the State, complete training in the identification and reporting of child abuse, and pass an Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB) clinical examination; and 
Whereas, A 2022 ASWB analysis found major racial disparities in who passes the LMSW licensing exam, with only 44 percent of Black social work graduates and 62 percent of Hispanic/Latino graduates passing in 2021, compared to 85 percent of white graduates; and
Whereas, Because of these racial disparities, Illinois, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and Utah have passed legislation eliminating the requirement for an examination to receive a LMSW license; and 
Whereas, After Illinois removed the requirement for non-clinical social workers to take a licensure test, the state gained nearly 3,000 new licensed social workers in the first six months of 2022, compared to just 421 during the same period in 2021, according to the National Association of Social Workers in Illinois; and
Whereas, A.701, introduced by Assembly Member Jessica González-Rojas and pending in the New York State Assembly, and companion bill S.988, introduced by Senator Samra Brouk and pending in the New York State Senate, the Social Worker Workforce Act, would repeal the requirement that social work graduates must pass an examination to receive a LMSW license; and
Whereas, The Social Worker Workforce Act would increase the workforce of mental health providers in New York and increase the diversity of the social work workforce; now, therefore, be it,
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.701/S.988, the Social Worker Workforce Act.
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Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A03578/S00403 to establish a SNAP and cash assistance fraud victims compensation fund.
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By Council Members Avilés, Rivera, Cabán, Brannan, Ung, Ayala, Banks, Louis and Vernikov

Whereas, In December 2023, 1.73 million New York City residents were enrolled in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), a federal program to provide food assistance to needy Americans, and 499,552 New Yorkers were enrolled in the Cash Assistance Program (CA), a federal program that provides temporary cash assistance for low-income Americans to help with critical expenses, such as rent or electricity; and 
Whereas, These vital benefits for low-income individuals and families have become lucrative opportunities for malicious actors looking to defraud the most vulnerable; and
Whereas, SNAP and CA are issued as physical cards with magnetic strips and a lack of smart chips, making them susceptible to skimming as they do not possess the industry standard EMV chips – other common types of theft include electronic benefit card cloning and phishing; and
Whereas, According to Newsweek, New York has become the epicenter of stolen benefits with the highest amounts of SNAP theft claims; and
Whereas, In response to the plaguing issue of benefit fraud, the federal passage of the Consolidated Appropriations Acts of 2023 and 2025 contained a provision to allocate funding for states to provide funds for the replacement of stolen SNAP and  CA benefits; and
Whereas, The Human Resources Administration (HRA), the administering agency of SNAP and CA in NYC, began accepting claims for replacement benefits on August 21, 2023 through December 20, 2024; and
Whereas, HRA approved a total of 120,000 distinct skimming claims and $47.7 million in replacement benefits, with replacement SNAP benefits representing roughly 90 percent, or $43 million, of that total value in the years 2023 to 2024; and
Whereas, The funding from the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2023 and 2025 was only temporary, and Congress, currently, has not issued a continuation of the monies; and 
Whereas, As a result, New Yorkers who had their benefits skimmed after the December 20, 2024, deadline cannot get their benefits replaced: illustrating the need for a victims compensation fund; and
Whereas, A03578 and S00403 were introduced in the New York State Legislature to allow for the reimbursements due to fraud of SNAP and CA benefits to become a permanent program on the state level; and
Whereas, According to the Center for Budget and Policy Priorities, SNAP improves food security, offers benefits that enable families to purchase healthier diets, and frees up resources that can be used for health-promoting activities, medical care, and health outcomes; and
Whereas, According to City Harvest, 1.3 million New Yorkers face food insecurity, 1 in 4 children face food insecurity, and there has been a 75 percent increase in monthly visits to food pantries and soup kitchens since 2019; and
Whereas, According to New York State Senator Gillibrand, “SNAP is one of the most effective tools we have to decrease hunger and food insecurity, and these benefits form a crucial lifeline for thousands of low-income New Yorkers;” and
Whereas, A loss of SNAP and CA benefits due to fraudulent activity and bad actors jeopardizes the health and safety of the most vulnerable New Yorkers; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A03578/S00403 to establish a SNAP and cash assistance fraud victims compensation fund.
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