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          1  RULES PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Good afternoon.

          3  My name is Leroy Comrie, I chair the Rules,

          4  Privileges and Elections. The Committee members that

          5  are present are Council Member Maria Baez from the

          6  Bronx; Councilman Tony Avella from Queens;

          7  Councilman David Weprin from Queens. The other

          8  members are around.

          9                 I want to start. It's been an

         10  interesting morning. Today we have before us one

         11  candidate for appointment for a position on the

         12  Equal Employment Practices Commissioner, Carole

         13  Catherine Rimokh. Is that how you pronounce that?

         14                 MS. RIMOKH: Remok (phonetic).

         15                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Remok (phonetic)?

         16  Okay. Thanks for telling me that. A resident of

         17  Manhattan, direct appointment by the Council, for

         18  the remainder of a four-year term expiring on June

         19  30th, 2003.

         20                 Under the City Charter the Commission

         21  is charged with the duties of reviewing, evaluating

         22  and monitoring the employment practices, procedures

         23  and programs of City agencies, and the Department of

         24  Citywide Administrative Services.

         25                 The goal is to continue an effective
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          2  affirmative employment program for equal employment

          3  opportunities of minority group members and women

          4  employed by or seeking employment with City

          5  agencies. Some of the specific powers are:

          6                 - monitoring employment practices of

          7  all local agencies, including non-Mayoral agencies.

          8                 - reviewing the implementation of

          9  affirmative employment program; and

         10                 - auditing agencies' efforts to

         11  ensure fair and effective equal employment

         12  opportunities for minority group members and women.

         13                 The Commission consists of five

         14  members, two appointed by the Mayor, and two by the

         15  Council. The Mayor and Speaker together appoint a

         16  chair. Compensation is on a per diem basis, $250 for

         17  a member, $275 for the chair.

         18                 Ms. Rimokh, I will apologize for our

         19  schedule being totally interrupted today. There were

         20  things going on in the Council that had absolutely

         21  nothing to do with you or your appointment but it

         22  just made our Committee held up for other issues.

         23  There was really nothing I could do to change the

         24  timing or the dynamics of today.

         25                 I would have preferred not to have
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          2  today happen as it has fallen into place, but there

          3  was nothing I could do to prevent it.

          4                 MS. RIMOKH: I understand, and I'm

          5  sure that the business was very important.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: At this point

          7  we'd just like to swear you in, and if you have an

          8  opening statement? Could you say your name, and

          9  raise your right hand, please.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Do you solemnly

         11  swear or affirm the testimony you're about to give

         12  the Committee is the truth, the whole truth and

         13  nothing but the truth?

         14                 MS. RIMOKH: I do.

         15                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Please state

         16  your name for the record.

         17                 MS. RIMOKH: Catherine Rimokh.

         18                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: That's all.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: You've got to

         20  bring it a little closer to you.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: The light has

         22  to be off.

         23                 MS. RIMOKH: It is off.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay, do you have

         25  an opening statement, or anything that you'd like to

                                                            6

          1  RULES PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  address the Committee?

          3                 MS. RIMOKH: I do have a few words. I

          4  would like to begin by thanking the Chair, Mr.

          5  Comrie, and the members of the Committee for their

          6  time this afternoon. It is a great honor and a real

          7  privilege to be here, and a matter that I take very

          8  seriously and with great respect.

          9                 I would also like to thank Council

         10  Speaker Miller, as well as Council Member Eva

         11  Moskowitz, for nominating me for this position.

         12                 I recognize that I have much to learn

         13  about the workings of the Commission, and I very

         14  much look forward to working with my fellow

         15  commissioners, the commission's able staff and its

         16  enthusiastic and extremely well experienced

         17  director, Mr. Abraham Maye.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Is this Mr. Maye

         19  next to you? I thought so. Good afternoon, Mr. Maye.

         20                 MR. MAYE: Good afternoon, Mr.

         21  Chairman.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: I'm sorry we're

         23  running late again.

         24                 I know that you've been highly

         25  recommended by Councilwoman Moskowitz and also
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          2  Speaker Miller, so I don't see anybody raising their

          3  hands or indicating they have any questions, in

          4  deference to the time that you've already wasted

          5  this morning.

          6                 Mr. Maye, can you tell the Committee

          7  your title, please?

          8                 MR. MAYE: I am the Executive Director

          9  of the Equal Employment Practices Commission, I am

         10  here because there is a candidate before you to be

         11  approved.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: And Mr. Maye has

         14  an excellent record, as well. So, I'm pleased to --

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Do you have a

         16  position on the candidate?

         17                 MR. MAYE: Of course. It's favorable.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: It's favorable.

         20  It's favorable.

         21                 Seeing as no Committee members have

         22  raised their hands, they're all anxious to move on

         23  with the other business of the Council today, again

         24  I want to apologize to you for our delay and it had,

         25  again, no reflection on your appointment. You're a
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          2  highly qualified candidate, we look forward to you

          3  being our representative on the board and making

          4  sure that this Commission has actually filled its

          5  mandate to help people all around this City find

          6  better opportunities for employment.

          7                 And one member, I think I saw

          8  somebody raise their hand. I'm not really sure.

          9                 But we've been joined by Council

         10  Member Madeline Provenzano from the Bronx, Council

         11  Member Melinda Katz from Queens. And Council Member

         12  Yvette Clarke would like to ask you a question from

         13  Brooklyn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you for

         15  your indulgence, Mr. Chair.

         16                 It's not really a question that I

         17  have. I'd like to just, first of all, just thank

         18  you, again, as our Chair has, for, you know, sitting

         19  through what has been a very hectic day.

         20                 I'd just like to encourage that upon

         21  your approval, that we are very active Council and

         22  we're very concerned about what is taking place with

         23  respect to employment opportunities, the rights of

         24  employees in the City of New York, and we'd ask

         25  that, you know, in your work, that you bring to our
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          2  attention at any point in time any issues around

          3  employment practices in the City of New York that

          4  you feel need to be updated.

          5                 I found in my experience here thus

          6  far that there are many areas that the City of New

          7  York can become much more progressive in.

          8                 One of those areas is in hiring

          9  practices. I happen to Chair the Committee on Fire

         10  and Criminal Justice Services, and our Fire

         11  Department lags behind many of the municipalities in

         12  its ability to diversify its workforce.

         13                 I hope that you will take a look at

         14  that during your work, and I hope that certainly

         15  you'll bring all the vigor and energy that you can

         16  to this appointment, and that we can look forward to

         17  a very active participation in relation with you

         18  going forward as we continue to build here in the

         19  City of New York.

         20                 MS. RIMOKH: Thank you.

         21                 Mr. Maye and I have spent some time

         22  this morning talking about just those issues you've

         23  identified, and I am very much looking forward to

         24  getting to work on them.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you,
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          2  Council Member Clarke.

          3                 I think we're prepared to vote. We've

          4  been joined by Council Member Christine Quinn.

          5  Council Member Moskowitz, as you know, has just had

          6  a young baby, so she may be here for the preliminary

          7  session, but I'm sure she's an avid supporter, so at

          8  this point I'd like to thank you for putting up with

          9  us. I feel I owe you lunch so we can sit down and

         10  talk, so I will offer that to you and Mr. Maye,

         11  because there are some things I'd like to talk about

         12  the Commission, but in deference to your time and

         13  toleration, I would happily say that you should have

         14  a nice day at this point.

         15                 We will be voting shortly, and it

         16  will be affirmative. I would not want to keep you

         17  here any longer than you need to be.

         18                 We could do the vote on this one

         19  actually. We could vote right now. Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 From my able counsel, Mr. O'Malley.

         22  So we can call the roll.

         23                 MR. O'MALLEY: Comrie.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Aye.

         25                 MR. O'MALLEY: Provenzano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          3                 MR. O'MALLEY: Quinn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          5                 MR. O'MALLEY: Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          7                 MR. O'MALLEY: Baez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          9                 MR. O'MALLEY: Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         11                 MR. O'MALLEY: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         13                 MR. O'MALLEY: Weprin.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         15                 MR. O'MALLEY: Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of nine in

         18  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         19  abstentions, the preconsidered M is adopted. Council

         20  Members, please sign the Committee report.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you for

         22  coming and putting up with us today.

         23                 MS. RIMOKH: Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Members, moving

         25  on, we have two resolutions that we have to talk
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          2  about. Number one, preconsidered resolution. It's

          3  not numbered yet, it will be shortly for the plenary

          4  session, which will be amending Rule 6.20 and 7.0 of

          5  the Council before the Committee for its

          6  consideration, there are proposed changes to the

          7  Council rules.

          8                 Rule 6.20-b which will establish that

          9  unless specifically otherwise indicated on the form

         10  used to submit proposed legislation, the prime

         11  sponsor's approval will no longer be required to add

         12  to other prime sponsors. Unless the Council member

         13  -- the Council member may continue to require his

         14  or her written approval for other members to join on

         15  legislation as a co-prime sponsor by so indicating

         16  on introduction form.

         17                 We started adopting this at the last

         18  meeting. It's just a technical change. The reason

         19  is, if you -- unless the Council member has decided

         20  that he wants to be the only sponsor on the bill, if

         21  you'd like to join on, you don't have to go get his

         22  or her -- please, I'm just using "his", not trying

         23  to be sexist.

         24                 And also, Rule 7.0, the underlined

         25  amendments would make the Council's Standing
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          2  Committee subject matter jurisdiction consistent

          3  with new agency designations.

          4                 As you know, Department of Business

          5  Services, now known as Department of Small Business

          6  Integrity Commission, was also the OCC. This just

          7  formalized those changes and we can look on page

          8  four, three and four, just to let you see the

          9  different changes. The new changes, the new names of

         10  the commissions, or agencies are underlined. It's

         11  pretty proforma.

         12                 Any questions on this document on

         13  amending 6.20 and 7.00?

         14                 Okay, last piece of business that we

         15  will bundle together is the resolution approving

         16  membership changes to certain standing committees

         17  and select committees, chairs and allowances

         18  allotted to the chairs.

         19                 Before this Committee for our

         20  consideration are proposed changes to the membership

         21  of various committees of the Council, together with

         22  certain changes to Committee chairs and Council

         23  offices, and allowances allocated thereto.

         24                 The main changes result from the

         25  resignation of former Council Members Diaz and
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          2  Golden. They left a vacancy in the Chair for the

          3  Aging Committee, and the Council Officer of Minority

          4  Whip.

          5                 Further, each of those former

          6  members' resignations -- oh, sorry. Each of the

          7  former members' committee assignments were

          8  terminated. See the resolution for each of the

          9  specific changes. And as you can see, there are

         10  three pages of resolutions, three pages of changes.

         11                 As you know, some Committee members

         12  -- you don't have that yet. Do you have it? Okay.

         13  Does everybody? The Committee changes. David might

         14  not have gotten it.

         15                 I'd like to congratulate Maria Baez

         16  for taking on the challenge of replacing -- I don't

         17  want to put a name to our wonderful ex-Council

         18  Member Ruben Diaz, who I actually saw yesterday, but

         19  to take on the chairmanship from the Rules to the

         20  Aging Committee, and that being said, you can see

         21  all the other changes.

         22                 I was going to say a lot of members

         23  have requested committee changes, and this

         24  encompasses the omnibus bill to deal with all of

         25  those issues.
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          2                 We tried to make allowances, there's

          3  opportunity. It's possible.

          4                 If there be no questions from the

          5  floor.

          6                 Hey, Council Member Dilan.

          7  Congratulations on getting the Subcommittee chair.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: You didn't vote

          9  on it yet, did you?

         10                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: No. But I don't

         11  think that -- any questions? Any concerns? You can

         12  tell by the ones that are in brackets are the people

         13  coming off the committees. The ones that are

         14  underlined are the people that are going on

         15  committees.

         16                 So, just to be clear.

         17                 This does not change the stipend

         18  level, actually it reduces the overall stipend by

         19  about $10,000, if there are any press here. So,

         20  we're saving the City ten grand in these changes. If

         21  anybody wants to add a detailed explanation about

         22  how that happened? You can speak to me afterwards.

         23  It's actually a pretty simple matter. I'm leaving it

         24  for review, for 30 more seconds.

         25                 Okay, again, I would move to go to
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          2  call for the vote. Roll call.

          3                 MR. O'MALLEY: Comrie.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Aye on all.

          5                 MR. O'MALLEY: Provenzano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

          7  all.

          8                 MR. O'MALLEY: Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         10                 MR. O'MALLEY: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         12                 MR. O'MALLEY: Baez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         14                 MR. O'MALLEY: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         16                 MR. O'MALLEY: Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         18                 MR. O'MALLEY: Weprin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         20                 MR. O'MALLEY: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of nine in

         23  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         24  abstentions, both resolutions are adopted. The vote

         25  will be held open.
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          2                 Council members, please sign the

          3  Committee reports.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Please,

          6  everybody, don't leave until you sign the reports.

          7                 The vote will be held open. Sorry for

          8  the delays with the meeting today. We appreciate all

          9  of your support. And as soon as you sign, you can

         10  head over.

         11                 (Hearing concluded at 2:03 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 12th day of February 2003.
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