New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation references below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Legislative Service Number: LS 19328

Prime Sponsor: Council Member Yusef Salaam

Bill Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a top-level domain name requirement for websites maintained by city agencies.
Submitted by: Council Member Yusef Salaam

Justification
This bill would strengthen cybersecurity, enhance public trust, and promote uniformity across City government digital services by requiring all agencies with public-facing websites to utilize the “.gov” domain. A congressional committee report highlights that the .gov domain improves public safety and security and functions as a trusted online resource that is difficult to impersonate, making it an asset for government digital services. Establishing a clear, uniform domain standard also improves transparency and accessibility by creating consistency across agency websites, making them easier for the public to locate and recognize. The reporting requirement ensures accountability and provides the Mayor and the Council with oversight regarding compliance. By allowing limited exceptions for third-party platforms and the City’s open data portal, the bill preserves operational flexibility while advancing a more secure and trustworthy digital infrastructure.

For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation



