
Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Honorable Members of the New York City Council, 

As we approach the end of the year, our city faces a crucial decision regarding the proposed 

budget cuts that threaten to significantly impact the lives of millions of New Yorkers. I am 

writing to you not just as a concerned citizen and a candidate for the New York State 

Assembly representing Harlem, but as someone deeply invested in the well-being and future 

of our city. 

The proposed budget cuts, totaling approximately $1.4 billion and resulting in the loss of 

2,000 essential service jobs, are deeply concerning. These cuts threaten to undermine the 

very services that are the lifeblood of our communities, particularly in areas like Harlem, 

where many residents rely on these crucial services. 

It is imperative that we approach our city's fiscal challenges with a balanced perspective, one 

that does not disproportionately burden those already struggling. The proposed cuts will have 

a cascading effect, not only on the services themselves but also on the morale and well-being 

of our communities. We must explore alternative solutions that do not involve further straining 

the resources of our working-class families. 

I urge the Council to consider the broader implications of these cuts and to seek solutions 

that address our city's financial challenges without compromising the integrity and 

accessibility of essential services. We have an opportunity to demonstrate thoughtful 

leadership by exploring other revenue-generating measures and efficiencies within our 

existing budget, rather than resorting to sweeping cuts that will have long-term detrimental 

effects. 

We must protect the investment in our city's future – our children, our families, our 

communities. I ask the Council to take a stand against these proposed cuts and to work 

collaboratively towards a budget that reflects the needs and values of all New Yorkers. 



Thank you for your time and consideration of these vital issues. I look forward to your 

response and to working together for the betterment of our city. 

Sincerely, 

Joshua Clennon  

Candidate for NY State Assembly, Harlem District 70 

Joshua Clennon  

joshua@joshuaclennon.com  

  

New York , New York 10026 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jourdan Norfleet  
jourdie.norfleet@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10030 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jovan Martinez  

jovanmartinez1@gmail.com  

  

Bronx , New York 10458 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Joy Millman  

joymillman@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11238 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Joyce Li  
jwl731@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11226 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you so much for your time 

Juan Aranzazu  

juanaranzazu96@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11233 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Juanita Williams  
juanitaw84@yahoo.com  

  
Bronx , New York 10456 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Jude Poley  

judepoley@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10027 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Judith Hunter  

j.lynn.hunter@gmail.com  

  

RIDGEWOOD, New York 11385 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Judith Rosenbaum  

judee.rosenbaum@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York, New York 11230 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Juli Kloza  
jkloza205@gmail.com  

  
Somerville, Massachusetts 02145 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Julia Eicher  

jnem331@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11211 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Julia Hawley  

juliahawley25@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff, 

I am a New Yorker submitting written testimony for public record in opposition to the deep cuts 

proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and 

vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services -- cuts that 

will disproportionately harm low-income New Yorkers, communities of color, and other 

disadvantaged populations. I support #CareNotCuts and #PeoplesBudget. 

As the parent to a child enrolled in UPK, I have become intimately familiar with NYC's early 

childhood and public education offerings -- and am horrified at the prospect of losing thousands of 

preK seats and crucial funding that the city's many public school families depend on. Recent DOE 

data shows that average class sizes in NYC increased this year -- the exact opposite of what should 

be happening under the new state law enacted in 2022 requiring a phased-in reduction in class size. 

Mayor Adams' proposed cuts will only exacerbate the problem. Instead, we must be investing in our 

schools -- to entice high-quality teachers to take on and remain in these difficult and important jobs, 

and ensure that all NYC children can thrive. 

I'm also very concerned about cuts to NYC's composting programs, which are an essential 

component of the city's fight against climate change; cuts to libraries, relied on by the most 

vulnerable New Yorkers; and cuts to job-creation initiatives. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

Moreover, the Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world.  

Notably, NYPD is escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large wasteful 

spending in its overtime and uniformed budgets.  

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 



We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Julia Kaye  
julkaye@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11217 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Julia Murphy  
jmwoolseymurp@gmail.com  

  
Ridgewood, New York 11385 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Eric Adams, you are a Bad Mayor and you should be ashamed of yourself. 

Thank you. 

Julia Nathan  

laugh.at.me@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10014 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

I teach children in spaces like libraries, parks, and museums. I have seen the power that these 

spaces hold. After school and extracurricular programming is important, and research shows that it 

dramatically reduces the likelihood that these children will be incarcerated in the future.  

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 



Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Do you care about this generation of young learners? Do you care about people without homes who 

need these welcoming spaces? Please consider this when threatening budget cuts. We want New 

York City to be an example for others. If you call this the Empire State, consider what a successful 

empire needs.  

Thank you.  

Julia Newcorn 

Julia Newcorn  
jnewcorn@yahoo.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11221 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

These cuts make it impossible for families like mine to continue living in the city, thus robbing us of 

our next generation of New Yorkers. Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs 

are shuttering their doors, libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is 

being slashed, CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing 

and service agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price.  

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Julia Phillips  
jkbphillips@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11225 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Julia Specht  

jaspecht@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11215 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Julia Widmann  

jnwidmann@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

juliany taveras  
julianytaveras@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10037 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Julie Berberi  
jaberberi@yahoo.com  

  
St. Charles, Illinois 60175 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Julie Katter  

juliekatter23@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Julie May  
jmaynyc@gmail.com  

.  
Brooklyn, New York 11215 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Julie Waldner  
juliecwaldner@gmail.com  

  
East Elmhurst, New York 11370 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Julie Xia  

juliexxia@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11216 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Justin DiPiero  

justin.dipiero@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11238 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Justin Frick  
hjfrick@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11215 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Justin Valdes  

justinvaldes@gmail.com  

.  

Ridgewood, New York 11385 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

How many people have lost their jobs? How many young children will have less opportunity? How 

much will the city feel the sting of this terrible humans actions? 

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 



Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

With disgust,  

Justin Whitkin 

Justin Whitkin  
justin.whitkin@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11205 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Justine Shipman  

justine.shipman@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11205 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

jvpretsfelder@gmail.com  
  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kaila Rose  
kailarose.muses@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11222 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kaitie Rehmann  
kprehmann@gmail.com  

  
Jersey City, New Jersey 07302 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kaitlyn Carter  

ktcarter09@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, 11217 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kaitlyn Frarey  

kaitlynfrarey7@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11226 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kaja Williamson  
kajacwilliamson@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11216 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

kalen lister  

kalenlister@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many others, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 billion 

and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Karen Bensen  
karenjbensen@gmail.com  

  
Denver, Colorado 80236 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Karen Maine  
karmaine@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11222  



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Karen Nicole  
kareburr@gmail.com  

  
brooklyn, New York 11207 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

karevalo29@yahoo.com  
  

Brooklyn, New York 11234 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Karl Mayer  

karlmayer2@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Karla Herrera  
missherrera0415@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11209 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kasey Borger  
kborger54@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11218 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kasia Garland Garland  

kasiajgarland@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11222 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kat Rej  

katierej@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary — and strip our city of spaces for community. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years.  

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. Moreover, tax billionaires; don’t cut library funding.  

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kate Sederstrom  

sederstka@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kate Shearman  

kshearm9@gmail.com  

  

New york, New York 10128 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff.  

This is deeply important to me as a parent of 2 small children who use the libraries and parks as a 

LIFELINE for sanity and health. This city is already so challenging for families!!! 

I am submitting written testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts 

and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that 

contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 



Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kate Taylor  
kate.lacey.taylor@gmail.com  

  
Astoria, New York 11106 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kate Venezia  
katevenezia@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11231 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kate Wilson  
katewilson2007@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10037 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Katharine Robinson  
katharine.l.robinson@gmail.com  

  
Rockaway Park, New York 11694 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Katharine Rooney  
katharinecrooney@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11221 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are seriously so unacceptable for a city that is home to the most 

billionaires in the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its 

current fiscal year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in 

future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 



CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Katherine Chiu  

katherine193@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10038 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kathleen McEneaney  
kathleen.mceneaney@gmail.com  

  
BROOKLYN, New York 11218-1112 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kathleen Valentine  

kathleen.valentine@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11231 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kathryn Allison  
allisondkathryn@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11207 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

thx 

kathryn jaynes  

kathrynjaynes0@gmail.com  

  

brooklyn, New York 11237 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kathy Slawinski  
kathyslawinski@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10010 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kati Aho  

kati.huurtela@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11238 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Katie Cascio  

ktcascio@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11205 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

LIBRARIES SAVE LIVES. THX U 

Thank you. 

Katie Della Mora  

kdellamora@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, Michigan 48073 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Katie Mohrhauser  

katie.mohrhauser@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11232 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker and librarian who supports CareNotCuts and a 

PeoplesBudget, and I very strongly oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the 

November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget 

modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you so much for your time.  

Katie Wolf  

katielaurenwolf@gmail.com  

  

New York , New York 10025 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget.  

We love growNYC composting services. We love our libraries. We love our public schools. Please 

consider changing the budget cuts. 

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Katie Yun  
k8t.rox@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11213 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

* I am a CUNY graduate student and professor, I am a hospital worker, I am a member of the 

community. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 



Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets!! 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Katrina Ross  

katrinajross@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11217 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Katy Rea  

ktrrea@gmail.com  

  

HIGHLAND LKS, New Jersey 07422 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kay White  

mskaywhite@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11203 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kayla Diggs  

k.diggs0326@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11206 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kayla Kuzniewski  
kayla.kuzniewski@gmail.com  

  
Long Is City, New York 11109 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kayla MacFarlan  

kaylamacfarlan@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kayla Roolaart  
kayroolaart@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11237 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

kaylasergio@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11222 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kayleigh Stewart  
kayleighlstewart@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10031 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

kcc215@gmail.com  
  

Jackson Heights, New York 11372 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kelley Quinn  
kelleyquinn@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11215 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kelly McKay  

ms.k.mckay@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11205 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kelsey Golder  

kngolder@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11225 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kelsey McLaughlin  
kelseyfmclaughlin@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11231 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending to humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the 

city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kelsie Anson  

kelsiejaness@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11218 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Keludys Ogando  
o.keludys@gmail.com  

t  
Brooklyn , New York 11211 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kemp Baldwin  

kempbaldwin@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11222 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Ken Ing  
ing.kendra@gmail.com  

  
New York, 10023 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kendra Augustin  

augustinkendra@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11232 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kevin Dam  
kevinvqdam@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11220 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a CUNY faculty member and New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial 

Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these 

drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP (a 

wildly successful program being emulated around the country!) is being gutted, childcare seats are 

being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are being eliminated, and New 

Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. Furthermore, such programs are proven by 

economists to BENEFIT the economy in the long run, so cuts to them HURT THE CITY'S BOTTOM 

LINE. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kevin Kolack  
kkolack@qcc.cuny.edu  

  
Woodside, New York 11377 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kevin Marchman 

Kevin Marchman  
kevinqmarchman@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10031 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kevin Townley  

theydontknowaboutus@gmail.com  

  

New York , New York 10029 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kevin Walsh  
walshkevink@yahoo.com  

  
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-2969 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kira Lingala  
klingala1@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11225 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

We need to be expanding support for schools, libraries, parks and composting! 

Thank you. 

Kira Simon-Kennedy  
sk.kira@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , 11221 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kirit Limperis  

kiritpeace@gmail.com  

  

NEW YORK, New York 10025 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kirsten Teasdale  

majormajormajor@gmail.com  

  

Queens, New York 11102 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kit Stanley  

tikthings@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11226 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff 

I am submitting written testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports 

#CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor 

Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, 

any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who 

are struggling to afford basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to 

lack of affordability; they are also completely unnecessary. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

Each year New York City sends $118,929,729 to Israel which is clearly needed here. Instead 

of cutting funds and taking resources away from taxpayers I urge you to stop subsidizing 

another country. You could be spending that money on some of the services Mayor Adams is 

cutting. Source: https://uscpr.org/activist-resource/us-military-funding-to-israel-map/ 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 



services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. More cops doesn't make us 

safer, nor do they aid in preventing crime. In fact, every lawsuit drains the city's pockets, 

thusly the pockets of his constituents. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you,  

KK Graham 

KK Graham  

grahamatical@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11226 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

KM DiColandrea  
dico@brooklyndebateleague.org  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11238 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Koral Caruso  
koralcaruso@gmail.com  

  
Staten Island, New York 10309 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Krista Febles  

febleskv@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11234 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kristen Keenan  

kristenmkeenan@gmail.com  

  

New York , New York 10032 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kristine Colosimo  
kristine.colosimo@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11216 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kristyn Christman-McCarty  

k.christman.mccarty@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11218 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kristyn Sanito 

ksanito@gmail.com  
  

Brooklyn, New York 11226 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kyle Helmstettet  

khelm113@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11215 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

kyleigh sand  

kyleighsand00@yahoo.com  

  

Lafayette, Louisiana 70503 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Kyra Gregory  
kmgregory16@gmail.com  

  
Queens, New York 11385 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

L Tuthall  

ltuthall@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11226 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Laila Ruffin  
lcr2200@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11221 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

lana.schwartz925@gmail.com  
  

Brooklyn , New York 11222 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Larissa Alvarez  
ris427@aol.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11232 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting 

written testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker, born and raised, who 

supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts 

proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan.  

I want to share a personal anecdote about Mayor Adams time as our mayor: he 

has done nothing but endanger the common citizen in the name of war. He would 

rather pour millions upon billions into weaponry, over policing, and criminalizing 

minor incidents while demonizing the homeless, ruining our parks, and now 

defunding our libraries? I’ve never been so disgusted by the complete greed and 

corruption of our mayors and we had Bloomberg and Giuliani that rained the city 

as we know it already. It is truly heartless what you are all doing to this city in the 

name of greed. I cannot sleep peacefully, the amount of cops in train stations 

does nothing but scare me and make New Yorkers uncomfortable. I detest where 

I live and it is explicitly because of the work of Mayor Adams….. how 

disappointing. He makes this place unlivable for real New Yorkers, not that y’all 

care. You’ll do anything for money. But if you have a heart, you’ll continue to read 

this and realize we are BEGGING YOU to look at what we are saying. We are 

pleading and none of you care. I don’t know how you all can sleep at night.  

I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that 

contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts 

that cut about $1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; 

services that were already starved to begin with. 



These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are 

struggling to afford basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city 

due to lack of affordability; they are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most 

billionaires in the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget 

gaps in its current fiscal year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable 

budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of 

strategies for managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, 

including curtailing uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue 

generating agencies, better planning and spending on humanely support newly 

arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that 

New Yorkers rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in 

September show that essential services are already downgraded; from fire and 

emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their 

doors, libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is 

being slashed, CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, 

thousands of housing and service agency positions are being eliminated, and 

New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once 

again, despite large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and 

social safety net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we 



especially need you to stand up against this in upcoming budget modification 

negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the 

Mayor rolls back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are 

halted until the normal FY25 budget process where there will be more 

transparency and accountability.  

I would say thank you but I refuse to thank you for the harm you are causing our 

community, you should be ashamed and apologizing. 

Larissa Incle Ruiz  

lincleruiz@gmail.com  

  

Forest Hills, New York 11375 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Larissa Pham  

larissa.pham@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11226 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Laura Bevilacqua  

lauracbevi@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10065 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Laura Cobb  

lcobb02@yahoo.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11205 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Laura Craft 

Laura Craft  
ladee13@hotmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11222 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Laura Eraud  

lauraeraud@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11218 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Laura Jansen  

laurastrohbush@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11220 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Laura Merrick  

lkmerrick@gmail.com  

  

Ridgewood, New York 11385 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price.  

In the past, when I think of New York and why I’m proud to call this city home, I think of the social 

programs the city has to offer: The beautiful libraries where I’ve worked and checked out books that 

have changed my way of thinking, the critical support I had from housing agencies when my water 

stopped working suddenly when the city was under quarantine, my roommate who regularly 



volunteers composting at our community garden and who’s shared the knowledge she’s learned 

from the city’s composting programs with neighbors up and down our block, and my friend, the 

teacher who tells me (hilarious and sweet) stories about his students but who already feels the tight 

purse strings of public school funding, even before this change takes effect.  

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Laure Bender  
benderlaure96@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11225 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lauren Bresler  

laurenbresler@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11201 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lauren Brown  

laurenbrownmedia@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11222 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lauren Comunale  
lhcomuna@gmail.com  

  
BROOKLYN, New York 11238 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lauren Gardner  
laur.gardner@hotmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10075 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lauren Gulbrandsen  
laurengulbrandsen@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11215 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a lifelong New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I 

oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC 

Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to 

essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers like myself who are struggling to 

afford basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary!  

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lauren Joly  
laurengj29@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11237 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

lauren mendoza  

laurenmendoza15@gmail.com  

  

brooklyn, New York 11238 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff,  

I am submitting written testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts 

and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that 

contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you.  

Lauren Sharpe  

Brooklyn, NY  

11231 

Lauren Sharpe  
laurenvpsharpe@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11231 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lauren Shivprasad  
laurenshivs@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11206 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you.  

Lauren Silberman  

Lauren Silberman  

misslaurendarling@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11222 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lauren Wainwright  

lauren.k.wainwright@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10033 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lauryn Thomas  

laurynt615@gmail.com  

  

Astoria, New York 11103 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Leandra Goytizolo  
leandragoytiZolo@gmail.com  

  
New York, 10128 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff.  

Eric Adams never ceases to disappoint us!!!! Again and again he fails New Yorkers with his horribly 

detrimental and FOOLISH decisions that makes New York more more unlivable for anyone other 

than billionaires each and every day. WHAT IS THE GOAL HERE??!?!!? 

ON THAT NOTE!  

I am submitting written testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts 

and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that 

contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 



being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Leanna Grennan 

Leanna Grennan  
leannamarguerite@gmail.com  

  
Ridgewood, New York 11385-2235 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lee Field  
lee.field323@gmail.com  

  
BROOKLYN, New York 11201 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Leigh Barton  

ohaileigh@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11222 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Leigh Barton  

ohaileigh@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11222 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Leigh-Anna Nielsen  
leighannafaith@gmail.com  

  
BROOKLYN, New York 11221 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

We are living in dire times where people need social services, third spaces, and support more 

than ever, not less. And we can see that by any measure, the impact of more police spending 

does not bring about greater public safety. Indeed they only serve to criminalize the 

population. A hungry person does not need the subway flooded with cops who we can all well 

see are largely doing nothing but chatting and playing on their phones. If you have any love 

for humanity or this society we cocreate I pray you will make a politically bold decision to help 

meet the city's needs and not the mayor and nypd's greed.  

Thank you. 

leila Howard  

leilaarisa@gmail.com  

  

Yonkers, New York 10703 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

LeRoy W  

offi.kathva@gmail.com  

  

Tijeras, New Mexico 87059 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Leslie Roach  

leslieeroach@gmail.com  

  

Glendale , New York 11385 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lex Alston  

lexa022797@gmail.com  

  

Cambria Heights, New York 11411 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Li B  

djlotusmoon@gmail.com  

  

New York , New York 10037 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Liat Olenick  
liatolenick@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11205 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Libby wann  
libbywann@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11222 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lida Darmian  

lidadarmian@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11225 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lilian Finckel  
lfinckel94@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11215 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Liliana Sierra  

lengualisierra@gmail.com  

  

Kingston, New York 12401 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lillian O’Brien  

lillianobrien98@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11213 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lily Chaw  

lilychaw@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10024 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lily Fawcett  
lilyb.fawcett@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11216 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, as someone who is a frequent library goer and realizes the importance of the resources offered by 

the library, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 billion and 2,000 

jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lily Nussbaum  
nussbaum.lily@gmail.com  

  
Denver , Colorado 80204 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Limayra Castro  
limayracastro@gmail.com  

  
Bronx, New York 10455 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lina Akkerman  
lina.akkerman@gmail.com  

  
Ridgewood, New York 11385 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & Staff:  

I am submitting written testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports 

#CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor 

Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, 

any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 



CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you,  

Ms. Haas 

Lindsay Haas  

lindsaykhaas@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11205 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lindsay Harkema  
lindsayharkema@gmail.com  

  
BROOKLYN, New York 11217 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lindsay Nunez  

lindsayanunez@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11238 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lindsey Garretson  
lindseygarretson@yahoo.com  

  
BK, New York 11213 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lisa Hoff  

lisamhoff@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11215 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lisandra Bernadet  

lisandra.bernadet@gmail.com  

  

Ridgewood, New York 11385 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Liv S  

bossycreative@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11232 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Liz Allocca  
lizallocca@gmail.com  

  
Brooklym, New York 11206 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Liz herber  

liz.herber@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Liz L  

elizabethlin1027@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11238 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Liza Trinkle  

trinky@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11226 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

lnvoelker@gmail.com  
  

Brooklyn, New York 11238 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lo Traster-Lee  
ltrasterlee@gmail.com  

  
Wichita, Kansas 67202 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Logan LeWarn  
logan.lewarn@gmail.com  

  
 New York 11218 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lorena Montesdeoca  

montes3289@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a born and raised New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial 

Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these 

drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

LORENZO VAN NESS  
Lorenzo.vanness@gmail.com  

  
BRONX, New York 10460 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lori Alicie  
lorialicie@yahoo.com  

  
Spencerport, New York 14559 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lori Alicie  

lorialicie@yahoo.com  

  

Spencerport, New York 14559 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you.  

Louisa Willis 

Louisa Willis  

willis.louisa@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11225 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Louise Lauren  
louise.s.lauren@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11221 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Louise Mittelman  
louise.mittelman90@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11237 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. 

I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts 

proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and 

vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

As a mom, I am particularly horrified at the cuts to the prek program. What a bankrupt mortality that 

shows, when we refuse to invest in the littlest and most vulnerable New Yorkers. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 



Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

lpp.1289@gmail.com  
  

Brooklyn, New York 11226 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

lucyaustincontact@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11238 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Luis Tolentino  
tolentinoluis25@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11237 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Luisa Neves  

lmbneves@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10280 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Luke Sanabria  
luke.sanabria24@gmail.com  

  
New York , New York 10003 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lydia Bloom  

lydiacaustin@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lynn Messina  
lmessina2@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10011 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker, a retired NYC public school teacher, and a current volunteer with 

the Brooklyn Public Library. I raised my kid in Brooklyn, and I love this city. 

I support #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor 

Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any 

budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about this fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

My priorities are improving street safety for pedestrians and cyclists, supporting community and 

curbside composting, housing people, reducing class sizes in the public schools, and ensuring that 

libraries are open and folks have access to the social services they need, including SNAP benefits 

on time. If we do those things, we will create a safer, healthier city. 

Drastic cuts like those the mayor proposes are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are 

struggling to afford basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of 

affordability; they are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 



being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Lynn Yellen  
esalynn@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11225 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mackenzie Taylor  

mackenziektaylor@yahoo.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11221 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Maddie Provost  
maddieprovost22@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11237 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Maddie Warr  
mwarriner812@yahoo.com  

  
Brooklyn, 11227 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Madeleine Burry  

lovelanewest@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11215 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Madelind Wood  
madelinewood02@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11231 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Madeline Dennis-Yates  

mdennisyates@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11217 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Madeline Robertson  

madeline.robertson10@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10003 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Madeline Warriner  
warriner.madeline@gmail.com  

  
BROOKLYN, New York 11218 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. These are services that support a proper stewardship of the Earth as well as an educational 

resource for children and adults. You are divesting from New Yorkers' access to information and a 

tenable planet to live on.  

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged com parable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Madeline Zappala  
mazappala@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11232 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

madelyn Sundquist  

msundquist7@gmail.com  

  

brooklyn, New York 11206 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Madison Cassidy  
mcassidy1096@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11217 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Madison Koenig  
madisonannkoenig@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11226 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 



Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

NYC’s libraries and parks are the most important programs this city has!!!! New Yorkers need a 

functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net now more than ever. 

Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this in upcoming budget 

modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Madison Markham  
weekdaymad@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10128 
gmoss88@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11238 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Magali McDonald  
magali.mcdonald@gmail.com  

  
Astoria, New York 11103 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Maggie Blake  

maggie.halley@gmail.com  

  

Astoria, New York 11103 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Maggie Carson  

magcarson@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 11218 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mahaut Marin-Price  
mmarinprice@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11225 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff.  

My name is Mahayla and I am submitting written testimony for public record ahead of 

tomorrow’s council hearing. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 



Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mahayla Laurence  

mahaylalaurence@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11210 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mahtab Khan  
msk97x@gmail.com  

  
jamaica, New York 11432 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Maia Donald  
maiagdonald@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11215 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services. I am a city government employee at the 

health department.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 



CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Maia Fitzstevens  

maia.fitzstevens@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10025 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Maija VanRavenswaay  
maija.vanravenswaay@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11215 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Makayla Salas  

makayla.salas@outlook.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11211 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mala Kumar  
plasticpalace@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11221 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Malav Shah  
malavnshah@hotmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10009 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mallory Huxford  
mallory.huxford@icloud.com  

  
BROOKLYN, New York 11221 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Manuela Tauscher  
mptauscher@hotmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11207 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. New Yorkers see how ineffective these 

resources are, and throwing more money at them is a sure way to lose our votes! 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Maraika Lumholdt  
maraika.lumholdt@gmail.com  

  
Astoria, New York 11103 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Marcelo Viana Neto  

turistainc@gmail.com  

.  

New York, New York 10039 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Marg Maguire  

Margmaguire@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11211 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Margaret Lin  

margaretglin@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan.  

It’s a copy paste below but I truly feel that public pools, parks and especially LIBRARIES(!) are the 

most important spaces in NYC. PLEASE: 

I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these 

drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 



Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Margo 

Margo Malter  
margo.malter@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11233 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Maria Catoni  
superseriousaddress@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11230 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Maria Errazo  

mariaerrazo@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. A building just collapsed in the Bronx!  

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. These are programs and services New Yorkers like me love and depend on. 

They are what keep us in this city.  

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Maried Rivera Nieves  

maried.rivera@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10034 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Marielle Sumergido  

sumergido.marielle@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11231 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you,  

Marisha Lozada 

Marisha Lozada  

marishalozada@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11232 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Marissa Samuel  
marissaasamuel@gmail.com  

  
Bronx, New York 10461 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Maritza Montanez  
montanez.maritza@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11221 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, and better planning and 

spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Marjorie Henning  
marjorie.henning@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11210 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mark Hayduke Grenard  
grenardmarkhayduke@yahoo.com  

  
Phoenix, Yuck, Sprawl, Arizona 85032 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mars Verrone  

mewverrone@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11238 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Marsha Costa  

marshacosta@yahoo.com  

  

Forest Hills, New York 11375 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Martha Eberle  

meberle26@gmail.com  

  

Dripping Springs, Texas 78620 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

PS: I work for CUNY, running a program that serves one of the mayor’s initiatives, yet deeply 

effected by these budget cuts. How? The NYC students I employ AND the students I serve have 

parents losing jobs from these cuts, have services they use every day lost to these cuts, and have 

futures being impacted by them.  

Martha Superti  
martha.superti@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11216 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

Seriously, y’all. There are plenty of ways to adjust the budget without getting rid of, and in fact with 

providing more support to, the things that make our lives better in this city. Libraries, parks, 

sanitation? These are our top resources!  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 



Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mary Bakija  
marybakija@gmail.com  

  
Kew Gardens, New York 11415 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mary Heatwole  
mary.heatwole@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11238 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. The library especially offers resources to all and acts as our very last third 

space in the city. It’s hard to think about a New York without the access libraries have historically 

provided. It’s dismal. Additionally, cutting compost budgets right now is terrifying - I want my 

compost going to the ground, NOT to more fuel. It makes absolutely no sense.  

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 



Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mary Locke  
marylocke02@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11221 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mary McDonnell 

me.mcdonnell7@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11213 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mary Nelson  

mappynel@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11222 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

maryoleary33@gmail.com  

  

breezy point , New York 11697 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Masha Orlov  

masha.orlov@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10069 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mason Phillips  
mason.w.phillips@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11238 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you.  

Masoom Moitra 

Masoom Moitra  
moitra.masoom@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11203 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Matilda Sabal  
matilda.sabal@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11218 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Matilda Seo  

mat.hye.seo@gmail.com  

  

Maspeth, New York 11378 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Matt Leibowitz  

maleibow@gmail.com  

  

BROOKLYN, New York 11249 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

You guys offered my dad a job with the city government in September. Then Adams put in 

the hiring freeze and they stopped returning his calls. My dad’s life has been totally disrupted 

by the mayor’s carelessness in implementing this order.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 



services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 

agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Matthew Broe  

theirishbonscott@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10162 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Matthew Felsen  
mattfelsen@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11218 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Matthew Loyd  

mloyd.idlewildesc@gmail.com  

  

Springfield Gardens, New York 11413 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Matthew Rainstein  
matthewrainstein@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11218 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Matthew Ryals  

matthewnryals@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11206 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am 

submitting written testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who 

supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the 

deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. 

I, like many New Yorkers, oppose this fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services 

that were already starved to begin with. I oppose these cuts to 

composting programs now shuttering their doors, libraries cutting their 

hours, people losing their jobs, education being slashed, CUNY ASAP 

being gutted, childcare seats being cut, and the thousands of housing 

and service agency positions being eliminated. I oppose and am 

furthermore deeply disappointed that the NYPD and DOC are 

escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets.  

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city 

services that New Yorkers rely on. Performance and Management 

Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and 

housing assistance. 

I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget 

modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services. 



Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a 

number of strategies for managing the city’s fiscal issues without 

requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed overtime, 

undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving 

immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. We ask 

you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless 

the Mayor rolls back cuts to essential services and such drastic 

budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget process 

where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Matthew Weddig 

Matthew Weddig  

matthew.weddig@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11201 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Matthew Weisberg  

weisberg94@gmail.com  

  

New York , New York 10023 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Maureen Flaherty  

maureenflaherty@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11226 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Max Wolf  
wolfmaxe@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11221 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Maxine Bell  

maxineb1999@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11206 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Maya Gonzalez  
maya.s.gonzalez@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11213 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Maya Greenberg  

mayagreenberg22@gmail.com  

  

New York City, New York 10013 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Maya Pontón Aronoff  

mayaparonoff@gmail.com  

  

NY, New York 10012 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

These cuts harm New York City! It is cruel and will put millions in danger. Kids, animals, the elderly! 

Police don’t keep New York safe.  

Maya Rucker  
myrujunkmail@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11216 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Meagan Washington  
mgdub03@yahoo.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11238 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mee-ae Ajani  
meeaeajani@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10027 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Meg kettell  

megkettell@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11222 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Meg Kirsch  
margkirsch@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11226 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Megan Aguirre  
maguirre517@gmail.com  

  
Jackson Heights, New York 11372 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record.  

I am a New Yorker and Licensed Clinical Social Worker working in the criminal legal system within 

Brooklyn. While living in New York City since 2015, I have worked in a renewal elementary school, a 

drop-in for homeless LGBTQ adolescents and young adults, foster care, supportive housing for 

formerly homeless mentally ill adults, and now the criminal legal system. Every system I have 

worked in while in this city has shown me that they are deeply broken, and this city has been failing 

them for years. So many of these populations have significant factors in common, including poverty, 

lack of stable housing, and lack of access to medical and psychiatric care. My clients, your 

constituents and residents, have fallen through so many cracks due to lack of resources. This city 

has repeatedly given more money to the NYPD to the detriment of the public. Rikers Island is 

overcrowded, as are the shelters. It is nearly impossible to place clients being released from jail into 

transitional housing due to extensive waitlists. I have seen teachers with classrooms so large they 

cannot manage the needs of their students, specifically special needs students who are put out of 

the classroom and denied their education so as to not disrupt the rest of the class. I have lost young 

clients who, as they age out of the only system helping them, take their lives because they cannot 

fathom a life where living as who they are in this city would be possible. I have seen clients be 

traumatized in foster care being served by case managers with caseloads over any sustainable limit 

while being underpaid. I have seen parents feel helpless to adequately provide for their children and 

connect them to resources they so deeply need. I have seen supportive housing be unable to meet 

the needs of clients they currently house, let alone have any resources to transfer clients into higher 

levels of care as they age while my mental health deteriorated because I was doing a job that had 

previously been shared by 3 people. Every day in the criminal court system I have seen individuals 

who have been targeted by NYPD, physically harmed by NYPD officers and Department of 

Corrections staff, denied medical and mental health care they desperately need while incarcerated, 

and be released to the community without any housing, support, or resources to prevent the cycle 

from continuing. The conditions in Rikers are abysmal, with clients going without food and adequate 

care. They are certainly not safe, as is apparent by the appalling number of deaths on this city's 

hands. Your residents cannot afford to be living in the current state of the city as it is, let alone 

cutting the budgets for schools, libraries, city job initiatives, green initiatives, and essential services. 

Schools and libraries are often the only safe place for children. To cut budgets further is a blatant 

disregard for residents.  



I support #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor 

Adams in the November Financial Plan because they are going to cause extreme harm to individuals 

and populations who already are not being adequately served. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, 

and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 



We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

This city has been consistently failed since I have been here, and long before I arrived. Do not leave 

social service workers to flail to scrape together less than the bare minimum to protect people you 

have disregarded. Do better.  

Thank you. 

Megan Arnold  
megan.e.arnold22@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11216 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Megan Mulholland  
megmulsy@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11238 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Megan Wang  

mkathleenwang@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Meghan Tonery  

meghantonery@gmail.com  

  

Hamlin, New York 14464 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff.  

I am submitting a written testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts 

and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that 

contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mei Wang  
meicheng_wang@yahoo.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11215 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Melanie Kern  
melaniekern17@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10011 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Melanie McFadyen  

melaniem993@gmail.com  

  

2D, New York 11206 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Melanie Raush  
melanieraush21@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10005 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Melanie Vi Levy  
melanievi@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11231 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Melinda Greene  
melinda.marie8@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10034 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Melissa Ader  
melissa.s.ader@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11230 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Melissa Gordon  
melissasaenzgordon@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11231 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Melissa Stammer  
melissastammer@gmail.com  

  
New York , New York 10024 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

melissa velasquez  
melissavelas821@gmail.com  

  
East Elmhurst, New York 11370 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Melissa Woerner  

melbueno1229@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11211 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

melynda payne  
melpayne19@gmail.com  

  
Bronx , New York 10475 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mercedes Lackey  
helloelsie@gmail.com  

  
Claremore, Oklahoma 74017 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mia Ciallella  
archivalvisions@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11238 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mia Hutchinson-Shaw  

miahutchinsonshaw@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10033 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mia Montalvo  
mia.montalvo555@gmail.com  

  
BROOKLYN, New York 11237 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mia Vasquez  
Vasquezmia1@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 10040 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

MICHAEL BAQUERIZO  
mbaquerizo@gmail.com  

  
JACKSON HEIGHTS, New York 11372-4216 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Michael Beltzer  
nymviper1126@gmail.com  

  
Bronx, New York 10473 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Michael Field  

michaelfield2002@yahoo.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11238 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Michael Kennedy  
michaelkennedy.contact@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11213 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. NYPD has more than 

enough money.  

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Michael Law  

arrowswild@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11205 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Michael Madden  

myke907@gmail.com  

  

New City, New York 10956 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Michaela Boster  

mboster007@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11217 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Michal Shvimer  
michelle.shvimer@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11221 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Michele Soddano  

skiptomighlou@gmail.com  

  

Granby, Connecticut 06035 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Michelle Bennett  
mbennettchan@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11217 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Michelle Berninger  
meberninger@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 11218 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

michelle bravo  

michellybrv@gmail.com  

  

Corona, New York 11368 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Michelle Kim  

kim.michellesun@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11249 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Michelle Nadboy  

mnadboy@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11213 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Michelle Santana  
michelle94santana@gmail.com  

.  
Brooklyn, New York 11216 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Miguel Gaydosh  

miguelgaydosh@gmail.com  

  

Queens, New York 11102 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mika Orotea  
mikaorotea@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11222 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mike Citrola  

mike.citrola@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11216 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. I've lived in NYC for over ten years and am considering leaving for the first 

time. I always saw myself spending the rest of my life here, but the policies of this administration 

have made it nearly impossible to afford life here. And now with even fewer resources for me and my 

fellow residents, why should I stay? Millionaires and billionaires are moving back to the city while the 

people who actually keep this city functioning are being forced to flee.  

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 



Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability. We pay the taxes, the salaries of 

Adams and his gang, and we get ignored. No taxation without representation Eric! 

Thank you. 

Mike Golofaro  
gomike13@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11215 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New York City public school teacher and resident who supports #CareNotCuts 

and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that 

contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. My school alone stands to lose an additional $130,000 this year alone from our budget. This 

will cut after school programming, enrichment opportunities, and other essential resources for our 

working class students. These students, and their teachers, are the constituency Mayor Adams 

claims to represent.  

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 



Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mike Shaffer  
m.shaffer.cal@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11225 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mikki Mccann  

michelenamccann@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11211 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

miles grant  
mlsgrnt@gmail.com  

  
New York, New York 11105 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mimi Jiao  
weiyinmimijiao@gmail.com  

  
Jericho , New York 11753 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mimi Osheyack  

mimi.osheyack@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11238  

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Mirabel Sleiman  

mirabel.sleiman@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11206 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Miriam Edwin  
miriam.edwin@gmail.com  

  
brooklyn, New York 11216 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Miryam Amsili Meir  
miryam.amsili@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11217 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Miwa Ng  

ng.miwa@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11217 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Moirs McCavana  

moiraemc@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10032 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Molly Arnn  
molly.arnn@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11222 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Molly Salas  

msalas116@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11206 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Molly Schneider  
mollybentonschneider@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn , New York 11225 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Monica Carter  
vminmarried@yahoo.com  

  
BROOKLYN, New York 11206-3416 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Monica Feesly  
mfeesly53@gmsil.com  

  
Staten Island, New York 10301 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am 

submitting written testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who 

supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the 

deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. 

I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget 

modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I am absolutely appalled by the chosen areas affected by the Mayor 

Adams' proposed budget cuts. The charm, magic, and future of this 

city relies upon the habitability and aspirational potential of living here. 

Slashing education, housing, and sanitation budgets is almost 

farcical--in what universe is the care of our children, the housing of 

our citizens, and the cleanliness of our neighborhoods negotiable? 

What trade off is worth sacrificing these pillars of a functioning 

society? 

It's also impossible to not note that concurrent with these cuts, the 

NYPD budget is *increasing* by ~$135 million. To what end? After a 

year of controversy surrounding community issues like the lack of 

enforcement of traffic safety, the proliferation of fake/obscured license 

plates, and the scourge of police parking personal vehicles on public 

sidewalks, we are sacrificing essential services to give the police 



more money? $390 million to privatize the NYPD radio, further 

weakening law enforcement accountability? Make it make sense. 

I beg of you, reject these cuts. New York City is at a critical inflection 

point: we can choose to further ingratiate ourselves to the culture-less 

billionaire class who will squeeze this place dry, or we can continue to 

invest in the diverse community which makes this city the greatest city 

in the world. 

Thank you. 

Monica Lee  

monica.ca.lee@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn, New York 11221 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Monica Lovric  
monicalovric1@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11207 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Monika Szalewicz  

mick.szal@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10031 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Monisha de Quadros  

m_dequadros@hotmail.com  

  

Rockaway Park, New York 11694 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Morgan Beene  
morganbeene1016@gmail.com  

  
Brooklyn, New York 11237 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Morgan Hauenstein  

morgan.f.hauenstein@gmail.com  

  

Brooklyn , New York 11231 

 

  

 



Cultural Affairs Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about 

$1.4 billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already 

starved to begin with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford 

basics and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they 

are also completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in 

the world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal 

year, and in the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing 

uniformed overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better 

planning and spending on humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of 

the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers 

rely on. Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential 

services are already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing 

assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, 

libraries are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, 

CUNY ASAP is being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service 



agency positions are being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones 

paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite 

large wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 

New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety 

net now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up 

against this in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls 

back cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal 

FY25 budget process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

Morgan Roberts  

morganroberts2@gmail.com  

  

New York, New York 10023 

 

  

 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

ms.benau@gmail.com  
  

Brooklyn, New York 11220 



Public Safety Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written 

testimony for public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a 

#PeoplesBudget, and I oppose the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November 

Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification 

that contains these drastic cuts to essential services.  

I am being affected negatively by these cuts in many ways, but I will just share one for now. I 

love nothing more than my local library and because of these cuts my local library has 

announced it will now have to be closed on Sundays, the one day I am off from work. This is 

the one day I am off, and I usually like to spend it at the library, my one moment for peace in 

an otherwise stressful and exhausting work life. The library is a safe space for many of us 

and now its being taken away. Young people and adults need spaces where we can just exist 

without spending money, we have such little free public places for community and just fun, 

usually the library or a park and now that's being taken away and our parks are being 

neglected too with these budget cuts. This is absolutely infuriating, considering that their have 

been barely and or no budget cuts to the NYPD. More money for toys for cops like robots and 

drones and no money for us everyday people? This is unacceptable. Please do the right thing 

and oppose these budget cuts. Thank you. 

musfika moshahid  

musfika.moshahid9@gmail.com  

  

Bronx, New York 10472 

 

  

 



Criminal Justice Council Committee, 

Dear Speaker, Council Finance Chair, Committee Chair & staff. I am submitting written testimony for 

public record. I am a New Yorker who supports #CareNotCuts and a #PeoplesBudget, and I oppose 

the deep cuts proposed by Mayor Adams in the November Financial Plan. I ask NYC Council to put 

to a vote, and vote down, any budget modification that contains these drastic cuts to essential 

services.  

I, like many New Yorkers, am deeply concerned about these fifth round of cuts that cut about $1.4 

billion and 2,000 jobs from essential services in FY24; services that were already starved to begin 

with. 

These drastic cuts are not only extremely harmful to New Yorkers who are struggling to afford basics 

and many of whom are being forced to leave the city due to lack of affordability; they are also 

completely unnecessary. 

The Mayor’s budget cuts are unacceptable for a city that is home to the most billionaires in the 

world. They are also unacceptable when the city has no budget gaps in its current fiscal year, and in 

the past, NYC has bridged comparable budget gaps to the ones in future years. 

Governmental and independent budget watchdogs have pointed to a number of strategies for 

managing the city’s fiscal issues without requiring such severe cuts, including curtailing uniformed 

overtime, undoing the hiring freeze at revenue generating agencies, better planning and spending on 

humanely support newly arriving immigrants, and using some of the city’s $8B reserve fund. 

We have already seen an impact of previous cuts on crucial city services that New Yorkers rely on. 

Performance and Management Reports released in September show that essential services are 

already downgraded; from fire and emergency response to SNAP and housing assistance. 

Due to the latest Mayor’s cuts, essential composting programs are shuttering their doors, libraries 

are cutting their hours, people are losing their jobs, education is being slashed, CUNY ASAP is 

being gutted, childcare seats are being cut, thousands of housing and service agency positions are 

being eliminated, and New Yorkers and our children are the ones paying the price. 

Meanwhile, NYPD and DOC are escaping the brunt of the Mayor's cuts once again, despite large 

wasteful spending in their overtime and uniformed budgets. 



New Yorkers need a functioning, well-run city government and city services and social safety net 

now more than ever. Members of the NYC Council, we especially need you to stand up against this 

in upcoming budget modification negotiations. 

We ask you to bring the budget modification to vote, and vote it down unless the Mayor rolls back 

cuts to essential services and such drastic budget changes are halted until the normal FY25 budget 

process where there will be more transparency and accountability.  

Thank you. 

myangelica.nyc@gmail.com  
  

Ridgewood, New York 11385 
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