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I.
Introduction

May1, 2018, the Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses will hold a hearing on Introduction No. 368, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to authorizing the landmarks preservation commission to administer a historic preservation grant program.  Representatives of the Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) and various advocates have been invited to testify.
II.
Background

The New York City Landmarks Law requires the owners of designated landmarks to keep their exterior features in good repair and to obtain approval from LPC prior to altering, reconstructing, or demolishing any improvement that is part of such landmark.
  The burdens of protecting the landmark are shouldered by the property owners, while the benefits of the designation largely benefit the public.
  Recognizing that there are costs associated with maintaining a landmarked building, LPC administers a Historic Preservation Grant Program funded by Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG) funds.
  Grant awards are used to help fund the cost of non-emergency restoration of deteriorated facades, and for designated interior landmarks, interior work.
  To be eligible for the program, an owner must  be a non-profit organization or an individual who meets the CDBG program guidelines for income limits.
  
According to the LPC website, federal regulations may prohibit the use of grant funds for buildings used for religious purposes.
  Part 5 of the HUD regulations provide in part, “Faith-based organizations are eligible, on the same basis as any other organization, to participate in HUD programs and activities.”
  They prohibit any local government that administers a HUD program from discriminating against an organization on the basis of its religious character.
  
Introduction No. 368 would amend the New York City Landmarks Law by granting LPC the explicit authorization to administer a historic preservation grant program provided such grant program is not administered in a way that discriminates on the basis of an organization’s religious character or lack thereof, and that such funds are not used for the preservation of an interior room used as a place of worship, religious instruction, or proselytization.
III.
Analysis of Introduction No. 368-2017
Bill section one would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 25-323 as follows.

Subdivision a of new section 25-323 would provide that LPC shall have the power to administer a program of grants with funds available from the local, state, and federal governments for the purpose of preserving, for the public benefit, structures which are designated or calendared individual landmarks, are located in designated historic districts, or contain interior landmarks.
Subdivision b of new section 25-323 would provide that in administering a program of grants, LPC shall not discriminate against an organization on the basis of such organization's religious character or affiliation, or lack thereof, provided however, the commission shall not make grants for the preservation of an interior room used as a place of worship, religious instruction, or proselytization.
Bill section 2 would provide that this local law goes into effect immediately.
Int. No. 368

By Council Member Salamanca

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to authorizing the landmarks preservation commission to administer a historic preservation grant program

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Title 25 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 25-323:

§ 25-323 Historic preservation grant programs.  a. The commission shall have the power to administer a program of grants with funds available from the local, state, and federal governments for the purpose of preserving, for the public benefit, structures which are designated or calendared individual landmarks, are located in designated historic districts, or contain interior landmarks.

b. In administering a program of grants, the commission shall not discriminate against an organization on the basis of such organization's religious character or affiliation, or lack thereof, provided however, the commission shall not make grants for the preservation of an interior room used as a place of worship, religious instruction, or proselytization.


§ 2.  This local law takes effect immediately. 
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