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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE:  To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to disposition of the bodies of deceased indigent individuals.

TYPE OF LEGISLATION:  Local Law

SUBMITTED BY:  Council Member Gennaro 

REASONS FOR SUPPORT: State law regarding the disposition of deceased individuals demonstrates a clear respect for the express wishes of decedents.  Proper disposition of a dead body is of extraordinary importance and particular significance to individuals of many affiliations and religious faiths.  However, many hundreds of unclaimed bodies are buried in New York City’s Potter’s Field every year.  Accommodations should be made respecting the affiliations and/or religious beliefs of those for whom such affiliations and beliefs can be reasonably identified.  Many associations provide for the appropriate disposition of the bodies of deceased individuals of a particular affiliation or faith. Accordingly, upon proper showing of the affiliation and/or religious beliefs of a decedent, New York City should facilitate the release of deceased indigent individuals to a qualified organization for appropriate disposition.
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