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Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony on behalf of Generation
Citizen (“GC”) at the New York City Council Committee on Cultural Affairs,
Libraries and International Intergroup Relations. I’m Dalvin Bartley, a
Mid-Atlantic Senior Program Manager at Generation Citizen. Via our
community-based civics curriculum, secondary school students apply social
studies learning to the real world by studying and advocating on an issue of
importance in their communities.

First and foremost, Generation Citizen is thankful for the Council’s $500,000
investment this year in our programming and youth civics education through
the Civics Education in New York City Schools Initiative. The City Council has
generously funded this initiative for Generation Citizen since 2017, originally
meant to support our programming in 125 classrooms. Since then, our
footprint in New York City has more than doubled. Last school year
(2023-24), we served approximately 250 New York City classrooms. To
ensure that we can continue and maintain our growth, Generation Citizen
seeks an increase of $100,000 for a grant of $600,000 in FY26 to support
this significant and continued expansion of programming across the City.

Today, I am excited to testify about our voter education, engagement, and
registration activities in New York City during this important election year to
inform this hearing on how libraries empower New Yorkers to become
informed voters and engaged citizens. Libraries play a crucial role in
empowering New Yorkers to become informed voters and engaged citizens
and GC partners with the NYPL to build relationships with our school
partners and provide them with support with Participatory Action Research.
Our programs and resources provide essential tools for understanding
complex issues, evaluating candidates, and participating in the democratic
process.

Through our RISE (Registering, Informing, Supporting and Empowering) Vote
2024 voter activation campaign, GC has created a toolkit and resources for
teachers in 11th and 12th grade classrooms to inform, educate and register
17 and 18 year-old students who will be eligible to vote in November 2024.
Building on our work this spring with high school classrooms, we are rolling
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out a toolkit through our fall professional development programs as well as
dedicated training. In particular, we are targeting 23 New York City public
high schools, as well as engaging with 7 high schools in the Bronx (selected
because the Bronx has lowest voter registration rates for 18-year olds, at
18.6%, relative to New York City’s other four counties) with resources to run
additional school-based voter education and registration events.

GC is a 14 year-old national, nonpartisan nonprofit dedicated to demystifying
democracy for youth by bringing civics education into the classroom through
community-based civics. Community-based civics is a “student-centered,
project-based approach to civics education that develops the individual
skills, knowledge, and dispositions necessary for 21st century democratic
practice” (National Action Civics Collaborative). It differs from normative,
knowledge-based civic education in the same way that taking any “hands-on,”
project-based, or experiential course differs from reading a textbook.
Students learn about democratic structures and processes by directly
engaging with them, as well as with each other, to address one or more
issues they care about, which are impacting their community.

GC is incredibly thankful for the City Council’s renewed funding despite
myriad challenges and budgetary concerns in the last few years. GC hopes
to continue partnering with the Council and the NY Public Library to continue
bringing high quality civics education to our City schools.

Thank you for considering this testimony. I can be reached at
dbartley@generationcitizen.org with any questions or comments.
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https://www.thecivicscenter.org/blog/new-york-youth-voter-registration
https://actioncivicscollaborative.org/
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