New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0232-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Members Hudson

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to shelter referrals and assessments for temporary housing assistance.

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
The current application process for families with children seeking temporary housing assistance requires extensive documentation without providing sufficient tools for applicants to navigate the process. Providing a housing history to prove eligibility for placement in a DHS shelter currently requires families with children to document everywhere they have lived over the past two years using specific types of documents. Applicants have claimed they have been denied because specific dates are not accounted for or DHS is unable to verify an applicant’s housing with the contact provided. The requirement places an unfair burden on families to produce multiple years of documents to access emergency services, without requiring DHS to explain the specifics of why their application was denied. 

This bill will expand access to emergency shelter for families with children by reducing the required housing history from two years to one year, and give eligible families with children at least thirty days in temporary shelter. This bill will also require DHS to inform applicants of what types of documents can be used to verify housing history, and the process and criteria used to verify housing history is required to be distributed. It will also mandate a digital case record for each applicant be maintained by DHS. Applicants will be able to access their record through a website or phone application. DHS will also be required to notify applicants through the digital case record immediately of any information needed to complete the eligibility assessment for temporary housing assistance.
