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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Good morning.  It

          3  is still morning, I think, by a little bit.

          4                 I apologize for those of you that

          5  have been waiting but it is not for lack of

          6  important legislative business by the Council.

          7  There were a number of meetings going on, including

          8  Steering Committee, Rules Committee, and Land Use,

          9  and that was the delay in starting the finance but I

         10  do apologize for those of you that have been waiting

         11  around.

         12                 My name is David Weprin, I chair the

         13  Finance Committee.  A number of our colleagues will

         14  be joining us shortly but I will introduce the ones

         15  that are here now.

         16                 We have Council Member Maria Baez

         17  from the Bronx, we have in the back, Council Member

         18  Madeline Provenzano from the Bronx, and our Majority

         19  Leader, Joel Rivera from the Bronx.

         20                 Today we are conducting hearings on

         21  two pieces of legislation concerning two BID'S.

         22                 We are having our first hearing on

         23  Intro. Number 452, the Local Law to establish the

         24  Fordham Road BID in the Bronx, and we are having our

         25  second hearing on Intro. Number 411, the Local Law
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          2  to establish the Myrtle Avenue BID in Brooklyn.

          3                 Resolution 571A, adopted by this

          4  Committee on September 28th set today as the hearing

          5  day, so that we may hear all those who may be

          6  affected by the establishment of the Fordham Road

          7  BID but wish to speak.

          8                 After we hear from all witnesses, we

          9  will adjourn the hearing for at least 30 days, which

         10  is a statutorily mandated time during which property

         11  owners objecting to the establishment of a BID, may

         12  file objections.

         13                 In the absence of significant

         14  objections, if the Committee and the Council can

         15  answer the four questions we are required to answer

         16  by law affirmatively, and may adopt a Local Law

         17  establishing the BID.

         18                 The objection period for Intro.

         19  Number 411 has already closed, and today we will be

         20  having our second hearing on this Proposed Local Law

         21  to establish a new Myrtle Avenue BID in Brooklyn.

         22                 On September 9th, this Committee held

         23  the opening hearing on this Intro., and gave all

         24  those interested in the establishment of the BID an

         25  opportunity to appear.  We then adjourned the
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          2  hearing for the statutorily mandated 30 day

          3  objection period.

          4                 We will hear from Small Business

          5  Services but it is my understanding that no

          6  objections were filed, therefore, we can answer the

          7  following four questions affirmatively.  We may

          8  adopt the Local Law if we can answer these four

          9  questions affirmatively, we may adopt the Local Law

         10  establishing the BID.

         11                 The four questions we must be

         12  prepared to answer are:

         13                 1.  Were all notices of hearing for

         14  all hearings required to be held published and

         15  mailed, as required by law, and otherwise

         16  sufficient?

         17                 2.  Does all the real property within

         18  the district boundaries benefit from the

         19  establishment of the district, accept as otherwise

         20  provided by the law?

         21                 3.  Is all real property benefitted

         22  by the district included within the district?

         23                 4.  Is the establishment of the

         24  district in the best interest of the public?

         25                 If the Committee finds in the
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          2  affirmative on these four questions, and the number

          3  of objections required to prevent the creation of

          4  the BID were not filed, then the legislation can be

          5  adopted.

          6                 We will ask SBS to address these

          7  questions.

          8                 We will also consider Resolution 620,

          9  sponsored by the Speaker, Council Member Quinn and

         10  myself.

         11                 This resolution calls on the state to

         12  provide an additional clothing and footwear sales

         13  tax- free week in the area impacted by the

         14  Republican Convention.  If you remember, not only

         15  was this area affected by the security measures

         16  surrounding the convention but it also missed out,

         17  to a large extent, on the benefits of the scheduled

         18  sales tax- free week that fell during the same week

         19  as the convention.

         20                 We originally called on Albany to add

         21  an additional sales tax- free week immediately

         22  following the convention but Albany did not act at

         23  that time.

         24                 We are now calling for similar relief

         25  for the area in the form of a sales tax- free week
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          2  during the Thanksgiving week. Since we know that

          3  unintended economic hardships befell this area

          4  during the Republican convention, we owe it to the

          5  neighborhood that played host to this event to give

          6  it a helping hand.

          7                 We will now hear from the Department

          8  of Small Business Services on both the Myrtle

          9  Avenue, Brooklyn BID, which we are considering for

         10  the second time, and we will have a vote on when we

         11  have a quorum, as well as on the Fordham Road BID,

         12  which is on for a first hearing.

         13                 Before we proceed to the witnesses, I

         14  would like to call upon our Majority Leader, Council

         15  Member Joel Rivera, who's district the Fordham Road

         16  proposed BID falls in to make a statement.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Thank you

         18  very much, Chairman.

         19                 As a council member representing the

         20  15th Council District in the Bronx, I am here to

         21  emphatically support the formation of the Fordham

         22  Road Business Improvement District, only the 5th BID

         23  in the Bronx, and the first to be established within

         24  my district.

         25                 The Fordham Road BID has been a
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          2  personal goal of mine since being elected to office.

          3    I have funded the Bronx council clerk, and I am in

          4  development to act as the BID's sponsor through the

          5  formation process.

          6                 I have worked closely with the

          7  members of the BID's Staying Committee to expedite

          8  any issues that arose along the way. I have advised

          9  other elected officials of my strong support for the

         10  Fordham Road BID's creation.  And as the BID's

         11  leadership already knows, I expect to continue with

         12  my support and assistance as well.

         13                 As the BID's partner, once it is up

         14  and running early next year, I have already secured

         15  over $600 thousand dollars in New York City Capital

         16  Funds, supplemented by the additional commitment by

         17  my colleague, Councilwomen Maria Baez of the

         18  neighboring 14th Council District to augment half-

         19  a- million in unused IC Funds for enhancement to

         20  Fordham Road's streetscape, historic lighting,

         21  benches, trash baskets, and on- street business

         22  directory.

         23                 This comes on top of multi- year

         24  funding which helps support the taste of the Fordham

         25  Road BID, a summer/fall area maintenance program,
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          2  funded entirely by the property and business owners

          3  within the proposed BID, as well as an allocation

          4  from my office, to give everyone a sample of

          5  services they can come on to rely once the BID is up

          6  and running.

          7                 Fordham Road, like many other areas

          8  in the Bronx, has suffered from periods of grave

          9  decline in the last half century, but within the

         10  last decade has seen a dramatic rebound in

         11  neighborhood stabilization and growth, development

         12  of new and rehabilitated housing, enormous

         13  strengthening of its economic base and rebuilding of

         14  its retail and commercial corridors.

         15                 Major financial investment by private

         16  and public entities for economic and institutional

         17  development and solidifying of the boroughs economic

         18  base including increase in jobs, retail sales,

         19  dollar per square foot leasing, pedestrian shopping

         20  traffic, utilization of streets and mass transit,

         21  resources and automotive use.

         22                 This success story, often under-

         23  reported in the media, has made necessary the

         24  formation of the Fordham Road BID to help keep it

         25  clean, attractive and competitive, this third-
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          2  largest shopping district in the City of New York.

          3                 And what an exciting BID it promises

          4  to be.  This highly collaborative Steering

          5  Committee, made up of property, business,

          6  institutional and educational owners has been

          7  difficult to keep up with.  In terms of their

          8  commitment, enthusiasm, and willingness to move

          9  quickly forward in a professional and business like

         10  manner.  Their innovative ideas and broad thinking,

         11  vision about the potential for Fordham Road are

         12  impressive and sound much more like a Manhattan BID

         13  than what most boroughs BID's produce. They are

         14  already talking about expanding the BID boundaries,

         15  both east and west, and possibly south just as soon

         16  as they get up and running, in order to capture and

         17  support anticipated new development.

         18                 Marketing and promotion will be a big

         19  part of this BID's efforts in order to turn around

         20  the often negative media coverage and outdated

         21  public misimpressions about the Bronx being burned

         22  out and unsafe.

         23                 Nothing could be further from the

         24  truth in 2004. Fordham Road's future is even

         25  brighter than its celebrated past.  Its future
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          2  success will be enormously aided by the Fordham Road

          3  BID, which I urge each and everyone of my

          4  colleague's in the City Council to support.

          5                 I want to thank all of the interested

          6  parties for joining us here today that have worked

          7  tirelessly to make this a reality, and I want to

          8  thank all your efforts to make sure that Fordham

          9  Road will continue to move forward in a very

         10  positive progressive manner, and be an economic

         11  stimulus area for the entire Bronx.

         12                 Thank you, thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you

         14  Council Member.

         15                 I believe Council Member Maria Baez,

         16  who also has an interest in the proposed Fordham

         17  Road BID, has a statement too.

         18                 Council Member Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ:  Thank you, yes,

         20  thank you Chairman Weprin.

         21                 The Fordham Road BID is a great step

         22  towards revitalizing our businesses in the district.

         23                 This BID represents both an

         24  administrative and an outreach mechanism for local

         25  businesses.
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          2                      Through the Fordham Road BID,

          3  our local businesses will now have a voice in

          4  government and in the community.

          5                 I would like to thank Bronx Council

          6  for Economic Development, Monroe College, and other

          7  property and business owners for spearheading the

          8  development of the Fordham Road BID.

          9                 I look forward to my continued

         10  involvement with the Fordham Road BID, and urge my

         11  colleagues to move forward on this item.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you,

         14  Council member.

         15                 We have been joined by a couple of

         16  more council members.  We have Council Member

         17  Christine Quinn from Manhattan, who is one of the

         18  main sponsors of the proposed resolution I referred

         19  to earlier on the tax- free week, and Council Member

         20  Mike Nelson from Brooklyn.

         21                 Mr. Gladder.

         22                 MR. GLADDER:  Thank you, Mr.

         23  Chairman.

         24                 Good morning, I am George Gladder,

         25  Assistant Commissioner at the Department of Small
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          2  Business Services, and with your approval, I would

          3  like to address both of the BID items that you have

          4  on the agenda today.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Please.

          6                 MR. GLADDER:  As required by the BID

          7  law, the Myrtle Avenue, Brooklyn BID Steering

          8  Committee mailed the Summary of the City Council

          9  Resolution to each owner of real property within the

         10  proposed district, at the address shown on the

         11  latest City Assessment Roll, or to such other

         12  persons as are registered with the City to receive

         13  tax bills concerning real property within the

         14  district, and to tenants of each building within the

         15  proposed district.

         16                 In addition, SBS arranged for the

         17  required publication of a copy of the Summary of the

         18  Resolution in the City record.

         19                 We are pleased to report on the

         20  results of the objections filed with the City Clerk

         21  against the establishment of the proposed Myrtle

         22  Avenue, Brooklyn Business Improvement District.    At

         23  the conclusion of the objection period, at 5 p.m.,

         24  on October 8th and taking into consideration any

         25  objections postmarked by that date, no objections
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          2  were filed.

          3                 Therefore, the Department of Small

          4  Business Services supports the establishment of the

          5  Myrtle Avenue, Brooklyn BID, in our judgement the

          6  BID will improve business conditions and the quality

          7  of life on Myrtle Avenue, making it a shopping

          8  destination of choice, and laying the ground work

          9  for further neighborhood development activities in

         10  the Myrtle Avenue area.

         11                 Moving on to Fordham Road, again SBS

         12  supports the establishment of the Fordham Road

         13  Business Improvement District in the borough of the

         14  Bronx.

         15                 Geographically, the proposed Fordham

         16  Road BID encompasses properties fronting on both

         17  sides of Fordham Road, from Jerome Avenue to Third

         18  Avenue, generally the Grand Concourse between

         19  Fordham Road and 192nd Street, Jerome Avenue between

         20  190th and Fordham Road, and in addition, East

         21  Kingsbridge Road from 192nd Street to Fordham Road,

         22  Webster Avenue from East 188th Street to Fordham

         23  Road, and 189th Street between Webster Avenue and

         24  Park Avenue.

         25                 Services to be provided in the
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          2  Fordham Road BID district includes street and

          3  sidewalk maintenance, public safety services,

          4  marketing and promotion of the local area, holiday

          5  decorations, economic development initiatives,

          6  administration, and other services as may be

          7  required for the promotion and enhancement of the

          8  district.

          9                 The Fordham Road District Management

         10  Association will manage the district.  The budget

         11  for the first year of operation is $500,000 dollars.

         12                 As required by law, the Fordham

         13  Road's BID Steering Committee mailed the Summary of

         14  the City Council Resolution to each owner of real

         15  property within the proposed district at the address

         16  shown on the latest City Assessment Roll, to such

         17  other persons as are registered with the City to

         18  receive tax bills concerning real property within

         19  the district, and to tenants of each building within

         20  the proposed district.

         21                 In addition, SBS arranged for the

         22  publication of a copy of the Summary of the

         23  Resolution at least once in the City record.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you, Mr.
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          2  Gladder.

          3                 I am now going to call upon three,

          4  four, five, seven people who I believe are sitting

          5  in the front but I will just make sure, who are here

          6  to testify in favor of the proposed Fordham Road

          7  BID.  And they are Holly Kaye, just identify

          8  yourselves okay? Donald Simon, Joseph Muriana,

          9  Sheldon Sherman, David Rose, Bob Berger, and Jim

         10  Hyland.

         11                 Okay, if you could testify in the

         12  order that I read the names, I would appreciate it.

         13                 Holly Kaye.

         14                 MS. KAYE:  Thanks so much.

         15                 My name is Holly Kaye, I have the

         16  great pleasure and honor to be the consultant the

         17  guided the Fordham Road BID through the process.  It

         18  has been quite a long time in coming, and one that

         19  the property owners have been supporting for years,

         20  and years, and years.  Property owners and tenants

         21  as well.

         22                 Also as a Bronx girl myself, having

         23  grown up just a little bit south and west of this

         24  area, and having spend a lot of time on Fordham Road

         25  and Alexander's, it is a great pleasure to see the
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          2  renaissance of this street which had gone downhill

          3  for a while, and now has rebounded with so much

          4  strength and so much activity that a BID is

          5  absolutely necessary to deal with the trash, and the

          6  graffiti, and the amount of use of the street, and

          7  to order it and to show proprietorship of it.  And I

          8  will say that this is one of the most comprehensive,

          9  wide- reaching BID's that I have been involved with.

         10    We have mailed repeatedly, we have done area- wide

         11  mailings.  We have had at least four area- wide

         12  meetings.  The Steering Committee has met on a one-

         13  on- one basis with property owners.  We have had

         14  telephone calls.  We have done personal briefings

         15  where need be.  The outreach has been very strong.

         16  The program that George Gladder spoke to is one that

         17  was crafted from the Steering Committee itself, and

         18  you have got representatives from the entire strip

         19  here, running the length and width.  You have got

         20  small, you have got large, you have got owners, you

         21  have got renters, you have got people who do both.

         22  And, it has been an across the board open process,

         23  and one which we believe meets the needs, the BID's

         24  piece of it, meets the needs of the community,

         25  business community, and the larger community within
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          2  which the BID sits.  And in addition to that, we see

          3  the BID as a kind of jumping off point for

          4  additional programs and projects, streetscape

          5  enhancements, innovative marketing, along with the

          6  crime and grime issues that BID's typically tackle.

          7  We worked closely with our elected officials.  We

          8  expect to continue that, and we are just delighted

          9  to finally be at this point today.

         10                 So with that, if you have any

         11  questions, I am available.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  What we will do

         13  is we will ask questions after we hear from all of

         14  the speakers.

         15                 MS. KAYE:  Okay.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Next speaker is

         17  Donald Simon.

         18                 MR. SIMON:  Mr. Chairman, members of

         19  the Committee, good morning.

         20                 I am Donald Simon, Dean of College

         21  Relations at Monroe College, and a member of the

         22  Fordham Road BID Steering Committee.

         23                 I am delighted to be here today to

         24  speak in support of the creation of the Fordham Road

         25  BID.  I am delighted because we are finally at the
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          2  point where the creation of the BID is near the end

          3  of the formal approval process.

          4                 It is appropriate that we are here

          5  today talking about a dream that will soon become a

          6  reality, for just outside of City Hall a century ago

          7  on this day, another dream came true, and our City

          8  has been a better place because of it.  Of course, I

          9  am referring to the opening of the original IRT

         10  subway, which was the first of many subway projects

         11  that have bound the fabric of our City together.

         12                      The Fordham Road Business

         13  Improvement District will also be a catalyst for

         14  change.

         15                 Dedicated property owners and

         16  merchants look forward to bringing to our

         17  neighborhood new levels of care and improvements.

         18  We are committed to the community and the BID as

         19  evidenced by our presence here, as we seek

         20  permission to voluntarily increase our tax payments

         21  for the benefit of the Fordham Road commercial

         22  strip, which as you know, is the third largest

         23  business district in the City.

         24                 Monroe College is both a property

         25  owner and a commercial tenant, with an expanding
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          2  presence in the area of Fordham Road and Jerome

          3  Avenue.  Monroe is not tax exempt. Accordingly, the

          4  college pays full taxes on its own buildings. Rental

          5  spaces are subject to full assessments.  The

          6  imperative that leads us to take an active role in

          7  the community is recognition that our additional

          8  effort can make the difference between what is an

          9  acceptable area in which to shop, work, live or

         10  study, and one that is truly outstanding.

         11                 The Steering Committee's plan for

         12  services, endorsed by the community, public

         13  agencies, and various officials is predicated on the

         14  premise that a more attractive area will increase

         15  business and activity to everyone's benefit.

         16                 A sample of the services the BID will

         17  bring to Fordham was provided last summer, and again

         18  this year when a number of property owners funded "A

         19  Taste of the BID."  It has been very well received

         20  by the public.  Now, the most frequently asked

         21  question is, "when will the "Taste" become a regular

         22  feast?" Because of the many years during which the

         23  BID has been discussed, issues such as the

         24  assessment formula and budget, have been fine tuned

         25  to meet the needs and concerns of all involved.  The
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          2  project has been an active collaboration between a

          3  large number of individuals, public agencies,

          4  elected officials and community groups.  We have

          5  confidence in our purpose and what we have created.

          6                 A prudent review of what has been

          7  proposed to Fordham Road can only lead to the

          8  conclusion that the establishment of the Business

          9  Improvement District is appropriate in design and

         10  intent, has the support of those who will be asked

         11  to fund it, and has been developed in full

         12  compliance with relevant public law and regulations.

         13                 I, therefore, ask the Committee to

         14  sanction the work of the many people, who over many

         15  years have helped craft what is before you by

         16  approving the plan for the creation of the Fordham

         17  Road Business Improvement District, and to make this

         18  recommendation to the Full Council for its approval

         19  as well.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you, Mr.

         22  Simon.

         23                 Joseph Muriana.

         24                 MR. MURIANA:  Good afternoon, Mr.

         25  Chairman and thank you for the opportunity to
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          2  testify.

          3                 I am Joe Muriana, Associate Vice

          4  President for Government and Urban Affairs at

          5  Fordham University, and a Bronx resident for the

          6  past 33 years.

          7                 Fordham University has been a not-

          8  for- profit institution of higher education since

          9  1841.

         10                 I am here to register Fordham's

         11  endorsement and strong support for the establishment

         12  of a Fordham Road Business Improvement District.

         13                 Fordham University is the single

         14  property owner with the longest tenure in the area.

         15  Our historic Rose Hill campus was established in

         16  1841 in what was then the Village of Fordham, in the

         17  county of Westchester.  The campus has been at that

         18  location for 163 years.  Approximately 6,300 of our

         19  15,000 plus students are registered and attend

         20  classes at one of the University's five schools

         21  located on this 85 acre campus, who's historic Third

         22  Avenue gate entrance is located at Fordham Plaza,

         23  just where Fordham Road merges at the northern

         24  terminus of Third and Park Avenues.  That entrance

         25  faces out onto Fordham Plaza and represents the
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          2  portion of the campus frontage located within the

          3  proposed BID boundary.

          4                 Fordham University already

          5  participates in the Lincoln Square BID in Manhattan.

          6    So, we understand what BID's can accomplish.

          7                 We believe, however, that the Fordham

          8  Road BID is an altogether different kind of BID.

          9  Fordham, along with its sister educational

         10  institutions in the proposed BID area, including

         11  Monroe College and, more recently, CUNY on the

         12  Concourse, have been a prime force in the

         13  development of the BID from almost the very

         14  beginning.  All of us share a common vision for

         15  Fordham Road, along with our retail and commercial

         16  office neighbors.  We have been part of an

         17  integrated team of property owners who have already

         18  worked collaboratively to initiate programs to

         19  maintain and upgrade the area.  We all want to

         20  create a safer and more attractive environment for

         21  the people who visit and work in our institutions,

         22  particularly to attract the students necessary to

         23  continue to make our institutions thrive and grow.

         24                 Fordham University supports this

         25  initiative to establish the BID along Fordham Road's
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          2  commercial retail shopping district for several

          3  reasons.  Primarily because we believe that this

          4  major shopping center, which transects's three

          5  separate community district areas, Districts Five,

          6  Six and Seven. Urgently needs a unified voice to

          7  speak on its behalf.

          8                 We also recognize the critical need

          9  to have an entity that will adequately represent the

         10  interests and concerns of the major retail and

         11  office core of Fordham Road, running from Washington

         12  Avenue to Jerome Avenue and bisected by the Grand

         13  Concourse spine, which operates the geographically

         14  define the Fordham regional retail center.

         15                 Consequently, Fordham endorses the

         16  proposed BID budget with its focus on street

         17  maintenance, cleanliness and transportation, all of

         18  which are critical priorities in making this

         19  office/shopping district attractive to consumers,

         20  business people, workers and allowing it to work

         21  more efficiently for all.

         22                 In summary, we at Fordham firmly

         23  believe that this is a highly cogent, focused and

         24  sensitive BID plan in terms of both its proposed

         25  geographic scope, as well as its scope of services,
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          2  and that it carefully draws a judicious balance

          3  between district size, resource availability and

          4  given existing constraints.

          5                 On our part, we intend to continue to

          6  participate and collaborate along with others who

          7  have worked long and hard to make this BID a

          8  reality.

          9                 We thank Majority Leader, Joel Rivera

         10  for his support and endorsement, as well as that of

         11  Councilwoman Baez.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you, Mr.

         14  Muriana.

         15                 Next speaker is Sheldon Sherman.

         16                 MR. SHERMAN:  Good afternoon.

         17                 I am Shelly Sherman, and I am here

         18  today represent one of the larger retail stores of

         19  Fordham Road.

         20                 I am seeking the creation of the

         21  proposed Business Improvement District BID.

         22                 Kids World is a multi- level

         23  children's clothing store, and has been a fixture on

         24  Fordham Road for over 20 years.

         25                 The proposed Business Improvement
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          2  District is a must to keep Fordham Road not only

          3  competitive with other retail districts in the

          4  Bronx, but more environmentally shopper accessible

          5  to the highly populated customers of the Bronx.

          6  Fordham is the third busiest shopping district in

          7  the City of New York.  With a statement like that, I

          8  hope that you realize that New York City is the

          9  premier city in the country and probably in the

         10  world.

         11                 As a merchant on Fordham Road for

         12  over 20 years, we have always drawn the customers to

         13  Fordham Road to shop but now it is time to institute

         14  a economical renaissance for Fordham Road, and it

         15  starts with the BID.

         16                 The purpose of BID is to have the

         17  Fordham Road retail district enhance the shopper

         18  with a safer, cleaner, graffiti- free and brighter

         19  shopping environment, also, special promotions,

         20  Christmas lightings, better public transportation

         21  and parking.

         22                 Without BID, the customers and

         23  merchants are being shortchanged.  As a merchant, we

         24  have to pay the additional taxes passed on by the

         25  landlord, and in the long run we realize more
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          2  shoppers relates to more business, which relates to

          3  more tax income for the City of New York, and an

          4  environmental renaissance for Fordham Road and the

          5  Bronx.

          6                 The BID is a must.

          7                 Mr. Chairman, the political wait was

          8  well worth it.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  David Rose.

         11                 MR. ROSE:  Good afternoon, my name is

         12  David Rose a member of the Fordham Road BID Steering

         13  Committee.

         14                 Thank you for the honor and

         15  opportunity to address the New York City Council

         16  Finance Committee in support of the creation of the

         17  proposed Fordham Business Improvement District.

         18                 I am here today as Vice President of

         19  Automotive Realty Corporation, a family- owned

         20  business with a presence on Fordham Road for over 50

         21  years.

         22                 Over the last 50 years, Automotive

         23  Realty Corporation and its affiliated companies,

         24  including S. M. Rose Chevrolet, have conducted both

         25  an automobile business and a real estate business in
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          2  the Fordham Road corridor of the Bronx.

          3                 So, I speak this morning as a third

          4  generation Rose on Fordham Road and a representative

          5  of both a property owner and a retail business owner

          6  in 100 percent support of the proposed Fordham Road

          7  Business Improvement District.

          8                 We believe that the proposed Business

          9  Improvement District will benefit both the property

         10  owners, and the merchants of Fordham Road.

         11                 Through my serving on the Steering

         12  Committee of the proposed BID, I have come to

         13  realize the importance of a BID, and what it means

         14  to Fordham Road.

         15                 Just over 20 years ago, the eastern

         16  part of Fordham Road was primarily car dealerships,

         17  including S. M. Rose Chevrolet. Almost all have

         18  left.  Twelve years ago we commissioned property

         19  appraisals for several of our properties in the

         20  eastern strip of Fordham Road.  Their tone was far

         21  from optimistic, as they cited the departure of the

         22  automobile dealerships.  Outlook for rents, market

         23  values and new retail was dim.

         24                 However, the area underwent the

         25  transformation and values have significantly
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          2  increased and new retail businesses are

          3  thriving.  We are also witnessing economic

          4  investments to make this happen.

          5                 We would like these businesses to

          6  continue to thrive, and we want the area to draw

          7  more customers and their families, but we are

          8  reminded that just as the thriving car dealerships

          9  vanished, including ours, that shoppers have choices

         10  and can easily be drawn away as more retail is

         11  developed in the neighboring counties.

         12                 So, what do we want?

         13                 We want shoppers to continue to shop

         14  on Fordham Road in the face of other shopping

         15  alternatives available to shoppers today, and being

         16  developed for them tomorrow.

         17                 And how can we accomplish this?

         18                 We can help make Fordham Road a more

         19  desirable place to shop, and to retain its

         20  competitive edge by establishing the Fordham Road

         21  Business Improvement District.

         22                 Such a vehicle can address common

         23  concerns of property owners and merchants.  Late

         24  last summer several merchants, property owners,

         25  elected officials, and the educational institutions
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          2  contributed personally to fund the five week "Taste

          3  of the BID", including supplemental street cleaning

          4  services.  The feedback was very positive while it

          5  was going on, and after this "Taste" of the not too

          6  distant future ended, there was a noticeable

          7  negative difference in conditions along the street.

          8                 Late this summer, responding to the

          9  disappointment of the local owners and businesses

         10  over the ongoing poor sanitation conditions of the

         11  sidewalks, we brought back this "Taste of the BID"

         12  thanks to the generous contributions made by some of

         13  the same owners, merchants, institutions and elected

         14  officials.

         15                 In all over these two years, we

         16  raised close to $50,000 from our own pockets to fund

         17  these area maintenance services, required as a

         18  result of the increased economic activity along the

         19  corridor of this continued growth we so wish to

         20  nurture.

         21                 We have conducted an outreach

         22  consisting of four area- wide mailings, three public

         23  meetings, 15 Steering Committee meetings, and many

         24  one- on- one meetings and telephone calls.  We have

         25  worked together to define boundaries, assessment
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          2  formulas, proposed services, and the required budget

          3  to provide these services.

          4                 To briefly summarize these

          5  components, the boundaries span Fordham Road from

          6  Jerome, Washington and Third Avenues, with

          7  extensions on Jerome, the Grand Concourse, East

          8  Kingsbridge, and Webster Avenues.  These boundaries

          9  were created keeping the size manageable.  The

         10  formula, 40 percent frontage, 45 percent assessed

         11  valuation, and 15 percent commercial square footage

         12  was arrived at taking into account all of the

         13  factors, and impact on the assessment on each

         14  property.  After many iterations, we believe we came

         15  clear with a formula that is fair and equitable.

         16                 Services were defined also taking

         17  into account a modest budget of $500,000 to include

         18  maintenance and sanitation, marketing promotion,

         19  holiday lighting and economic development and new

         20  initiatives.

         21                 So in conclusion, I believe that the

         22  Steering Committee has created a plan that, if

         23  implemented, will build on the strength of Fordham

         24  Road retail, keep it a desirable place to shop,

         25  attract new shoppers and their families, and then
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          2  finally to have a vehicle to work with the property

          3  owners, merchants, and local institutions, the

          4  community, and the city agencies to address the

          5  concerns of these stakeholders.

          6                 I thank you again for the honor and

          7  opportunity to speak today, and ask for the

          8  unanimous consent of the City Council Finance

          9  Committee on the proposed Fordham Road Business

         10  Improvement District.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you, Mr.

         12  Rose.

         13                 Next speaker is Bob Berger.

         14                 MR. BERGER:  Mr. Chairman, Committee,

         15  good afternoon.

         16                 I am Bob Berger a member of the

         17  Fordham Road Steering Committee, here this morning

         18  representing myself and Fordham Road property

         19  owners, to express our strong support for your

         20  endorsement of the Fordham Road Business Improvement

         21  District.

         22                 I was born, grew up, went to school,

         23  played, dated, worked in the Bronx on or near

         24  Fordham Road.

         25                 I have a special interest, both
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          2  economic and emotional in the vibrant success of

          3  this area.

          4                 I thank you for the privilege of

          5  addressing this honorable Committee, and seek your

          6  approval and formation of this endeavor, the Fordham

          7  Road BID.

          8                 You are well aware of the success of

          9  other BID's in the five boroughs.  Our new BID, when

         10  approved, will provide benefits to Fordham property

         11  owners and merchants, as well as those who work,

         12  shop, study, visit and live here.

         13                 Our BID will work to create a cleaner

         14  and more pleasant overall environment which will

         15  translate into improved business in our district.

         16                 The BID will lead to cleaner streets

         17  and sidewalks, graffiti- free enhanced streetscapes,

         18  new signage, storefront improvement, and lighting.

         19  These improvements will promote a safer feeling,

         20  bring more shoppers to Fordham Road, promote longer,

         21  safer shopping days, and increase the local

         22  employment.  Information kiosks, district marketing,

         23  and promotions, holiday lighting and special events

         24  will contribute to a livelier, more vibrant shopping

         25  area; one which will maintain its competitive edge
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          2  in these days when shoppers have many alternatives.

          3                 Our district management will

          4  emphasize liaison support, encouragement relating to

          5  transportation issues, street closures, parking,

          6  working with various city agencies such as the fire,

          7  police, sanitation and transportation, and establish

          8  strong working relationships between the business

          9  community and these operating agencies.

         10                 We need to give a boost to the

         11  existing businesses as well as make Fordham Road a

         12  desirable place for new entrepreneurs to locate.

         13                 The basic services outlined above are

         14  just a start. Activating a newly restored Fordham

         15  Plaza venue with music and other special happenings,

         16  developing Fordham into a destination dining magnet

         17  with sidewalk cafes and flower plantings, showcasing

         18  Fordham's rich and diverse history, architecture,

         19  and nostalgia as part of a tourism marketing

         20  strategy are among potential next steps once the

         21  basics are in place.

         22                 New competition from commercial

         23  development, such as Target at 225th Street and Bay

         24  Plaza, along with other regional and out- of- state

         25  malls, which have parking facilities surrounding our
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          2  great cities make the BID creation a necessity.

          3                 Your approval of a new BID will help

          4  make Fordham shopping a more favorable experience,

          5  user- friendly, and exciting so that they can

          6  compete effectively.

          7                 Property and business owners, public

          8  officials, community groups, city agencies, and

          9  individual citizens all have worked hard to get the

         10  Fordham Road BID plan this far.

         11                 We should all have ambitious goals

         12  for Fordham. And your approval for the Fordham Road

         13  BID is a necessary threshold to allow us together to

         14  move these goals forward.

         15                 Again, thank you for this opportunity

         16  to express an advocacy for approval, and special

         17  thanks to those who worked so hard to make the long-

         18  awaited BID a reality.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you, Mr.

         20  Berger.

         21                 MR. BERGER:  Thank you.

         22                 And the last scheduled speaker on

         23  this BID proposal is Jim Hyland.

         24                 MR. HYLAND:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

         25  good afternoon.
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          2                 My name is Jim Hyland, and I

          3  represent Acadia P/A Associates.

          4                 On October 1st, we became the newest

          5  property owner in the Fordham Road Business

          6  District, having purchased the landmark Sears

          7  Building at 400 East Fordham Road.

          8                 We are obviously committed to the

          9  community, and to our new neighbors, and we

         10  enthusiastically support the BID.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you, Mr.

         13  Hyland.

         14                 I am going to ask if anybody else

         15  would like to testify on the Fordham Avenue BID,

         16  proposed Fordham Avenue BID, either for or against,

         17  even if they are not scheduled.

         18                 Do I hear anybody?

         19                 Hearing none, I am going to close

         20  that portion of the Finance Committee hearing

         21  dealing with the Fordham Avenue BID.              We

         22  will wait the statutory period for comments, and we

         23  will reconvene on the scheduled date.

         24                 Before we do that, excuse me, I would

         25  like to call upon Council Member Helen Sears who has

                                                            37

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2  joined us for a statement on the Fordham Avenue BID.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Thank you, Mr.

          5  Chair.

          6                 I really want to say, one, that I

          7  congratulate my colleagues Councilman Rivera and

          8  Councilwoman Baez.

          9                 I have had experience with this over

         10  the many years, and actually helped to develop one

         11  in Queens.  And although there are many reasons for

         12  supporting BID's, the development of them, there is

         13  one that I think is very dominant, and that is that

         14  it is the only vehicle in which you would by law,

         15  that everyone has to share, and there is an equal

         16  responsibility for sharing in what the

         17  responsibilities are of those commercial areas and

         18  the residents.           Prior to that, the

         19  merchants who were very active had to really and

         20  truly compete with merchants, and look for dollars

         21  for them to support whatever may be in that area.

         22  One of the thing the BID does is to equalize those

         23  responsibilities.

         24                 So, I congratulate you for coming

         25  because it is a fine thing to have a BID there.
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          2                 I thank you again,

          3                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you,

          5  Council member.

          6                 And last before we close out the

          7  portion dealing with the Fordham Road BID, I believe

          8  Ms. Holly Kaye wanted to introduce some other people

          9  who are here in favor of the Fordham BID but do not

         10  wish to testify.

         11                 Ms. Kaye.

         12                 MR. KAYE:  I would just like to

         13  recognize Stephen Jerome, President of Monroe

         14  College, Joseph Rose of Automotive Realty, and the

         15  balance of the team that have purchased the Sears

         16  building.  And, also to mention that Michael

         17  Hershworn (phonetic) representing Janelle Management

         18  (phonetic), which owns at least four properties on

         19  the strip, as well as Sam Jamel (phonetic) from

         20  Jamel Management owning a multitude of properties on

         21  the strip, are strongly in support, and ask that I

         22  convey their regrets that they could not be here.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you, Ms.

         24  Kaye and we will also call upon Council Member

         25  Madeline Provenzano from the Bronx for a statement.
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          2                 Council Member Provenzano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  I would

          4  just like to commend all of the folks that are here

          5  today that spoke on the Fordham Road BID, and those

          6  that did not.

          7                 It is not in my district but as

          8  probably most of you know, it abuts my district, and

          9  I think the BID is long overdue for Fordham, and I

         10  am really happy just listening to the ideas and

         11  plans that you have.  And although we are not voting

         12  on it today, I think you can be assured that when we

         13  do it will happen.

         14                 So, thank you all for being here.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you,

         16  Council Member.

         17                 Any other council members have any

         18  questions for any of the speakers?

         19                 Okay, we are now going to adjourn

         20  that portion dealing with the Fordham Road BID, and

         21  we will reconvene after

         22  30 days.

         23                 Members, if you can still stay here,

         24  we have upcoming votes that we need a quorum for.

         25                 The next portion of the Finance
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          2  Committee meeting will deal with the Myrtle Avenue

          3  BID, which had a 30 day comment period, and we are

          4  about to proceed to a vote as soon as we get a

          5  quorum.

          6                 But before we do that, I would like

          7  to read into the record a letter from the

          8  Comptroller of the City of New York, William C.

          9  Thompson, dated September 9th, 2004, addressed to me

         10  in favor of the Myrtle Avenue BID.

         11                 Dear Council Member Weprin,

         12                 As Comptroller of the City of New

         13  York I am an Ex Officio member of the Board of

         14  Directors for all of our City's Business

         15  Improvements Districts.

         16                 I continue to support these

         17  innovative public/private partnerships because I

         18  believe property owners and commercial tenants,

         19  working together to improve our neighborhoods and

         20  commercial streets, should be encouraged and

         21  supported for their efforts to incubate additional

         22  BID's deserve the support of all New Yorkers

         23  interested in improving the business climate along

         24  our neighborhood commercial streets.  It is such a

         25  crucial part of community life.
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          2                 I am particularly pleased to support

          3  the creation of the Myrtle Avenue BID that will

          4  cover Myrtle Avenue from the Flatbush Avenue

          5  extension to Classen (phonetic) Avenue.  These 19

          6  blocks encompass an active business community of

          7  approximately 200 small retail businesses.

          8                 Myrtle Avenue already has significant

          9  pedestrian traffic, and I believe this new BID will

         10  provide an added impetus to increase commercial

         11  activity in both Fort Green and Clinton Hill.

         12                 For the foregoing reasons, I urge the

         13  Council to pass Intro. 411.

         14                 Very truly yours,

         15                 William C. Thompson, Jr.

         16                 Comptroller

         17                 Can I ask if there is any member of

         18  Council Member Letitia James' staff here?  Council

         19  Member Letitia James, who's district the proposed

         20  Myrtle Avenue BID is located, asked me or a staff

         21  member of hers if they were here to read a

         22  statement, which I will read at the present time.

         23                 Good morning Mr. Chair, and greetings

         24  members of the Finance Committee.

         25                 Let me begin by saying that I applaud
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          2  your support of the Myrtle Avenue Business

          3  Improvement District.

          4                 The district plan which was

          5  conceptualized by the Administration, and designed

          6  by the Department of Small Business Services, will

          7  assist in the economic growth and vibrancy of Myrtle

          8  Avenue.

          9                 The plan will allow the communities

         10  of Fort Green and Clinton Hill, Brooklyn to benefit

         11  from services including sanitation, security and

         12  marketing.

         13                 This proposal will not only help to

         14  retain and attract business to the district but will

         15  serve to promote healthy economic development for

         16  the City as well.

         17                 The Myrtle Avenue BID plan is the

         18  classic model of economic development that works.

         19  The proposal has undergone a stringent environmental

         20  review process by the New York State Environmental

         21  Quality Review Act, and has received the support of

         22  merchants and property owners in that specified

         23  zone.

         24                 I am very supportive of this plan and

         25  urge its passage.
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          2                 Again I wish to commend Chairperson

          3  Weprin and the members of the Finance Committee for

          4  their outstanding work in reviewing the Myrtle

          5  Avenue BID, and in general for their support of

          6  development projects that strengthen our City's

          7  economy.

          8                 Thank you,

          9                 Council Member Letitia James.

         10                 Okay, we will just pause a minute or

         11  two while we are waiting for a quorum.  I do not

         12  want to recess because we may loose some members.

         13  We have some members here who just arrived from

         14  Texas, who have not been introduced yet.

         15                 We have our Minority Leader,

         16  Councilman Jim Oddo. We have another member from

         17  Staten Island, Council Member Andrew Lanza, and I do

         18  not know if there is any significance in the black

         19  hat, as opposed to the white hat.  The black sheep

         20  of the Republican Party, we have Council Member

         21  Dennis Gallagher from Queens, and we have Council

         22  Member Mike Mc Mahon from Staten Island, without a

         23  hat.  And we have Council Member Margarita Lopez

         24  joining us, we now need three more members.

         25                 Council Member Robert Jackson from
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          2  Manhattan, if you could come in please.

          3                 Council Member Christine Quinn could

          4  you come in? Did you want to make a statement on the

          5  proposed tax- free week?  The resolution on the tax-

          6  free week?

          7                 I am going to ask a couple, the two

          8  resolutions, the resolution on the tax- free week in

          9  addition to the proposed Myrtle Avenue BID.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Thank you very

         11  much, Mr. Chair.

         12                 I apologize for stepping out.

         13                 I want to thank the Chair and the

         14  Committee for this resolution, and their support of

         15  this concept.

         16                 I am sure everyone is aware tax- free

         17  week, which is tax- free shopping week, which is a

         18  great thing for our City and our City's residents

         19  happens at the end of August, and that coincided

         20  with this year's Republican National Convention,

         21  which occurred in my district at Madison Square

         22  Garden.  So as we all also know, there was a frozen

         23  zone around the Garden for security reasons, which

         24  certainly none of us objected to.

         25                 Unfortunately, if you were a business
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          2  in that area, and there are numerous clothes and

          3  sporting goods and shoe stores and other things in

          4  that area, you did not get a lot of traffic. You did

          5  not have a lot of people coming in and out to reap

          6  the benefits of tax- free shopping week.

          7                 So, our resolution is asking that

          8  those business people get the same relief that every

          9  other business in this city got that week, and are

         10  able to achieve that by having another week granted

         11  to them by the State Legislature, and I would ask

         12  the Committee's support of this resolution.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you,

         15  Council member, and if we can call the roll on the

         16  two items coupled.

         17                 The first one being the proposed

         18  Myrtle Avenue BID, Intro. 411, and Resolution 620 on

         19  the tax- free week.

         20                 Call the roll, please.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Weprin.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Aye on both.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Lopez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ:  Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Provenzano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Aye on both.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Quinn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on both.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  COMRIE.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Aye on both.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK:  DeBlasio.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO:  Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Mc Mahon.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MC MAHON:  Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gallagher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER:  Pass.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Oddo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Felder.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Pass.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER:  Aye on

          9  all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Do you want to wait

         13  for DeBlasio or what?

         14                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  No, just

         15  announce the vote.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  The items are adopted

         17  by a vote of 15 in the affirmative, no in the

         18  negative, and no abstentions.

         19                 Please sign the reports.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  I am going to

         21  keep the roll open until the Stated Meeting for

         22  those members of the Finance Committee that would

         23  like to vote. Please sign the Committee Reports.

         24                 Other than that, we are adjourned.

         25                 (Meeting adjourned 12:41 p.m.)
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