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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Why don't you

          3  all join us. Stand up here in the front, that would

          4  be great.

          5                 Council Member Perkins, I think our

          6  colleagues are wandering in, so come on and join the

          7  coaches and the team captain, Juan Garcia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: At this

          9  moment, as we are doing the ceremonials, the body is

         10  in the process of participating in a democratic

         11  caucus on the budget.

         12                 It appears as if there's some good

         13  news in the budget, and the Caucus of Democrats is

         14  meeting and that's why you don't see them right

         15  here. They're downstairs. And the Caucus should be

         16  ending shortly, however.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: All right,

         18  thank you very much.

         19                 Bill Perkins, who is a neighboring

         20  Council Member, and you may live in his district.

         21  I'm very honored to present this proclamation to the

         22  students and staff of the Beacon High School, which

         23  is on 61st Street in my district. These unbelievably

         24  good athletes and good scholars because they go to

         25  beacon, one, the PSAL B division baseball Citywide,
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          2  and by the way, this is a terrific high school, it

          3  is located in a building that was once part of ABC.

          4  The staff and the Department of Education have

          5  converted it to a place that is welcoming, but it is

          6  very exciting. When I spoke at the awards ceremony,

          7  I think I mentioned that you all had won. So, we

          8  want to hear the Proclamation, and then we'd love to

          9  hear a few words from the captain and also from the

         10  wonderful coaches.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         12  of New York Proclamation.

         13                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         14  New York is proud and pleased to honor the Beacon

         15  School Boys' Varsity Baseball Team for its

         16  outstanding accomplishments during the 2002-2003

         17  seasons; and

         18                 Whereas: The Beacon School is an

         19  alternative, four-year public high school located on

         20  the west side of Manhattan and boasts a diverse

         21  population of students; the High School has enriched

         22  the lives of students of almost every ethnic group,

         23  and this diversity has enhanced the education of

         24  every student; and

         25                 Whereas: Today, we honor all the
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          2  student athletes on the Beacon School Boys Varsity

          3  Baseball Team, a group of young men who, with great

          4  determination, focus and talent, have achieved great

          5  success during both the 2002 and 2003 seasons,

          6  capturing the New York PSAL Division B League

          7  Championship, and solidifying their reputation as

          8  one of our City's finest teams; and

          9                 Whereas: The Blue Demons, Beacon

         10  School's baseball team, achieved their second

         11  straight championship on June 14th of this year,

         12  beating A.P. Randolph 6-3. This accomplishment is a

         13  result of tremendous teamwork and great skill on the

         14  playing field; and

         15                 Whereas: The Blue Demons were guided

         16  by Juan Garcia and Lucian Maldanado. These two

         17  seniors played a vital role in preparing this year's

         18  much younger squad for the challenges of winning the

         19  New York PSAL Division B championship; and

         20                 Whereas: Under the guidance of Head

         21  Coach Tom Covotsos, the members of the Baseball team

         22  served as positive and inspirational role models for

         23  their school and the community; and

         24                 Whereas: The student players of the

         25  Beacon School Boys' Varsity Baseball Team have
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          2  demonstrated great heart, mental toughness and the

          3  competitive spirit of real champions; they have

          4  raised their overall level of play, have met each

          5  and every challenge head on, and will undoubtedly

          6  achieve greater and greater success in life, both on

          7  and off the field; now, therefore

          8                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          9  City of New York honors THE BEACON SCHOOL BOYS'

         10  VARSITY BASEBALL TEAM and recognizes the on-field

         11  excellence of all its players.

         12                 Signed this 25th day of June in the

         13  year Two Thousand and Three; Gale Brewer, Council

         14  Member, 6th District, Manhattan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Now we'd like

         16  to hear from Tom Timoda, Head Baseball Coach, and

         17  also John Sarchi, and finally, the great Juan

         18  Garcia, Team Captain.

         19                 MR. TIMODA: Councilwoman Brewer, I

         20  can't tell you how very honored we are to be here

         21  today. If you look at these boys, I'm just glad it

         22  was this team that was honored because they're a

         23  very young team, and normally when you have a very

         24  young team, you talk about being a winner when there

         25  are juniors and seniors, and you know that they have
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          2  some experience under their belts.

          3                 This is a team that was able to

          4  withstand all of the pressures they needed to learn

          5  the game. They learned it very quickly. They were

          6  very tough on the field, and to be the winner, you

          7  have to win five games, five very difficult playoff

          8  games, and they got stronger and stronger and more

          9  dedicated as they went. And being a teacher and a

         10  coach, and after teaching 31 years and having a

         11  group of kids like this, I don't think I've ever

         12  been pleased and more proud of any young guys in my

         13  life. And, guys, I really want to thank you. It's

         14  been a pleasure.

         15                 MR. SARCHI: Hi. My name is John

         16  Sarchi, the Athletic Director of Beacon High School.

         17  I want to thank Councilwoman Brewer for inviting us

         18  here today. And just to give you a little bit of

         19  background about our athletics at Beacon, we have a

         20  tough situation. We don't have a gymnasium in our

         21  school. It's one of the few high schools in New York

         22  City who don't have a gymnasium or a field by our

         23  school. So, we're constantly looking for places to

         24  play, and for a place to practice, and we make the

         25  most of everything that we have at Beacon.
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          2                 So, these guys really have it tough

          3  and it's really, truly an honor for us to be here

          4  today, and on behalf of the Beacon High School

          5  community, we had 100 t-shirts donated to us by the

          6  Parents Association, we're actually back-to-back

          7  champions, we won 2001 last year, and I'd like to

          8  present this to Councilwoman Brewer.

          9                 Here is Juan Garcia, our Captain.

         10                 MR. GARCIA: I'm kind of on the spot

         11  here, but it truly is an honor to be here. I thank

         12  Councilwoman Brewer for that. These guys really made

         13  my last year at Beacon special, got to win two

         14  championships, got recognition by the City

         15  academically and for our sports, and it really is an

         16  honor to be here. I'm kind of choked up right now. I

         17  don't have the words right now, but thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER:

         19  Congratulations. Thank you all, and thank the

         20  parents who came down today and thank the parents,

         21  all who make it all possible, as well as all of the

         22  people on the staff of the six Council districts.

         23  Thank you very much. Congratulations.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: The next

         25  presentation ceremonial will be with regard to the
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          2  New York City Breastfeeding Alliance, a proclamation

          3  that will be presented, and this is one that I, as

          4  the Deputy Majority Leader, along with many of my

          5  other colleagues will be presenting.

          6                 Today I am pleased to welcome

          7  representatives from the New York City Breastfeeding

          8  Alliance, along with our mothers and infants here in

          9  our Chambers.

         10                 It is my distinct pleasure, and that

         11  of my Council colleagues, to recognize and honor,

         12  this very important organization for the work that

         13  they are doing in educating and creating awareness

         14  about the benefits of breastfeeding and supporting

         15  the rights of mothers who breastfeed their infants.

         16                 The New York City Breastfeeding

         17  Alliance is a newly formed organization, created in

         18  part through my efforts, and the efforts of my

         19  office.

         20                 The Alliance consists of a Coalition

         21  of Citywide health organizations working together to

         22  support, encourage, and increase awareness on the

         23  importance and benefits of breastfeeding.

         24                 According to many experts in this

         25  area, breast milk is the best milk and meets the
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          2  complete nutritional needs of infants and is the

          3  best first food.

          4                 For example, breastfeeding

          5  strengthens an infant's immune system which better

          6  protects the infant against common illnesses.

          7                 It also fosters optimal brain

          8  development and promotes positive bonding

          9  experiences for mother and child. This is why my

         10  office is extremely proud to be part of this effort.

         11                 I also want to acknowledge

         12  Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney for the tremendous

         13  work that she has done on this issue.

         14                 Her legislation, which was introduced

         15  in the last Congress, and will be reintroduced in

         16  the House in the coming weeks.

         17                 The bill not only seeks to protect

         18  the rights of women to breastfeed or to provide tax

         19  incentives to employers to create an environment

         20  that is supportive and conducive to breastfeeding.

         21                 I thank her for sending her Chief of

         22  Staff Miner Elias and Alissa Sanders.

         23                 I also want to thank the Speaker and

         24  my Council colleagues for all their support for

         25  signing onto the resolution and the proclamation.
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          2                 So, without further delay, I call Ms.

          3  Edda Covington and the members of the New York City

          4  Breastfeeding Alliance to come forward to accept

          5  this proclamation.

          6                 I call upon the Clerk to read the

          7  Proclamation.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          9  of New York, Proclamation.

         10                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         11  New York is pleased and proud to honor the New York

         12  City Breastfeeding Alliance on the occasion of its

         13  fourth annual Breastfeeding Awareness Day Event.

         14                 Whereas: On Thursday, June 26th,

         15  2003, the New York City Breastfeeding Alliance will

         16  sponsor the fourth annual Breastfeeding Awareness

         17  Day: Breastfeeding, the Formula for Love event at

         18  the historic Marcus Garvey Park, in the great

         19  community of Harlem; and

         20                 Whereas: The New York City

         21  Breastfeeding Alliance is committed to eliminating

         22  breastfeeding disparities among middle to lower

         23  income women. This event, sponsored by a coalition

         24  of city-wide family health organizations, will

         25  increase awareness of the importance of
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          2  breastfeeding, particularly during an infant's first

          3  year of life; and

          4                 Whereas: Breastfeeding provides ideal

          5  nutrition for infants, imparting the benefits such

          6  as increased disease immunity and greater general

          7  health; and, according to the Association of

          8  Perinatal Networks of New York, it has an invaluable

          9  and long-lasting impact on a child's life; and

         10                 Whereas: The education and

         11  encouragement of breastfeeding is critical to its

         12  becoming a more acceptable and widespread practice,

         13  especially among new mothers. In this respect,

         14  today's event is an important step forward in public

         15  awareness; and

         16                 Whereas: Today, we honor the New York

         17  City Breastfeeding Alliance for its dedicated and

         18  impassioned advocacy on this most important issue;

         19  now, therefore

         20                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         21  City of New York honors THE NEW YORK CITY

         22  BREASTFEEDING ALLIANCE for its contributions to our

         23  City and the Harlem community.

         24                 Signed this 26th day of June in the

         25  Year Two Thousand and Three.
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          2                 The honorable Bill Perkins, Deputy

          3  Majority Leader, Council Member 9th District,

          4  Manhattan; the honorable Diana Reyna, Council Member

          5  34th District, Brooklyn; the Honorable Sarah M.

          6  Gonzalez, Council Member 38th District, Brooklyn;

          7  the honorable Yvette D. Clarke, Council Member 40th

          8  District, Brooklyn; the honorable Eva Moskowitz,

          9  Council Member 4th District, Manhattan; the

         10  honorable Margarita Lopez, Council Member 2nd

         11  District, Manhattan; and the honorable Christine

         12  Quinn, Council Member 3rd District, Manhattan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         14  very much. And we'll now have a few words from Etta.

         15                 MS. COVINGTON: Hi. I'd just like to

         16  thank the New York City Breastfeeding Alliance for

         17  its support. Councilwoman Perkins and Carolyn

         18  Maloney, Congresswoman Maloney, for her effort in

         19  trying to increase breastfeeding.

         20                 And we'd like all of you to come out

         21  tomorrow to Marcus Garvey Park and enjoy our

         22  breastfeeding effort.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: And now from

         24  Congresswoman Maloney's Office.

         25                 PARTICIPANT: Hi. I wanted to
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          2  congratulate, on behalf of Congresswoman Maloney,

          3  the New York City Breastfeeding Alliance and also to

          4  thank Councilman Perkins for his effort to draw

          5  attention to this extremely important issue.

          6                 Breastfeeding is best for the health

          7  of both the children and the mother. It prevents

          8  disease, it increases the intelligence of children,

          9  it is the right thing to do, and the people who are

         10  here are the ones who are encouraging new mothers to

         11  breastfeed and to do the best thing for their

         12  children.

         13                 So, I want to thank Councilman

         14  Perkins for his work on this issue, and the New York

         15  City Breastfeeding Alliance.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         18  very much.

         19                 You know, this is a very, very

         20  important first step for the Council, and a very,

         21  very important movement for not only our City, but

         22  also for our nation. It's a movement that truly

         23  recognizes the value of women and the value of what

         24  they have to offer children. And very often when we

         25  think of breastfeeding, like so many other issues,
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          2  it's sort of in the closet, it's sort of the kind of

          3  thing that you do but not supposed to do publicly,

          4  or something that you only see on TV, or on National

          5  Geographic, and, in fact, it's something that we

          6  should see all over, including the Chambers of the

          7  City of New York, of the City Council of New York.

          8                 So, one of the mothers that's a

          9  breastfeeder has decided just to sort of give you an

         10  appreciation of how natural and how wonderful it is,

         11  she would take a moment to breastfeed for the first

         12  time in the history of the City of New York.

         13                 Please give her a round of

         14  encouragement. Something different. Something

         15  beautiful. Something healthy. Something natural.

         16  Something that will change the intelligence of our

         17  society.

         18                 This is a movement that's bringing it

         19  out of the closet.

         20                 Thank you. Give her a round of

         21  applause. There you go. Breast milk is the best

         22  milk. Mother love. Formula of love. The breast milk,

         23  the formula of love.

         24                 Let me have a word from Mario

         25  Drummond, one of the leaders in our community, as it
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          2  relates to women's health issues. Mario Drummond,

          3  Northern Manhattan Perinatal Group.

          4                 MR. DRUMMOND: I just wanted to echo

          5  the comments that were made by Bill and Edda. Edda

          6  is a very dynamic woman who has really led this

          7  movement in Central Harlem, as well as throughout

          8  New York City as it relates to breastfeeding. I

          9  would like to echo her remarks in terms of all of

         10  you, if you can, come to Central Harlem tomorrow and

         11  see what breastfeeding is all about. It truly is the

         12  formula of love, and we need your support and we

         13  thank you for your support for today and tomorrow

         14  and we will continue this movement throughout the

         15  City, so throughout the City breastfeeding will be

         16  the main event.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: And now a

         19  word from one of my colleagues, Sarah Gonzalez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: This is a

         21  real important day in Council. It's an emotional

         22  thing for a woman, right? And it also nurtures our

         23  children. So I support this and I'm very glad for

         24  all of my colleagues and all of us are here today to

         25  support something that is so important for the
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          2  health of our children and our future.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Okay, anyone

          5  else?

          6                 Okay, thank you very much.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: It's so nice that you

          8  could join us, the Reverend Ronald Bailey, today,

          9  and Council Member Baez, if you'd like to say a few

         10  words to the Reverend if you could come up?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: At this time I

         12  would like to call up Councilman Serrano, Foster,

         13  the Delegation from the Bronx, Madeline Provenzano,

         14  to come and join us.

         15                 Today we're here to present you with

         16  a proclamation. We acknowledge your contributions to

         17  our Borough, to our communities, you've done a lot

         18  of good things in our neighborhood, from feeding the

         19  homeless, certainly the less fortunate and a host of

         20  other wonderful things that you do, that the church

         21  does. It's an honor for me to be able to present you

         22  today with this proclamation, along with my

         23  colleagues and the Speaker of the City Council. I

         24  congratulate you, I commend you, and I want you to

         25  know that your work does not go unnoticed in our
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          2  communities. Thank you.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

          4  Chair.

          5                 And if the clerk will read the

          6  proclamation.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          8  of New York, Proclamation.

          9                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         10  New York is pleased and proud to honor The Reverend

         11  Ronald L. Bailey for his inspiring leadership at

         12  Love Gospel Assembly; and

         13                 Whereas: We turn to our spiritual

         14  leaders for encouragement, strength and guidance,

         15  for the moral foundation upon which to restore our

         16  spirit and renew our faith; their words are a balm

         17  that helps heal us, and their great works are an

         18  endless source of inspiration and joy; and

         19                 Whereas: Reverend Ronald L. Bailey is

         20  one such individual: for years Reverend Ronald

         21  Bailey has kept the doors of Love Gospel Assembly

         22  wide open, offering spiritual uplift and moral

         23  guidance to thousands in the community and

         24  assembling one of the largest multi-faceted,

         25  multi-cultural ministries in New York City; and
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          2                 Whereas: Rev. Bailey was born and

          3  raised in Harlem and was ordained in 1987 by the

          4  late Bishop Gerald Kaufman, the founder of Love

          5  Gospel Assembly. Since then, he has shown great

          6  determination in his mission to bring the Lord's

          7  words to everyone. In this respect, he has moved the

          8  work and ministry of the Assembly into the inner

          9  cities, giving God the glory, individuals the honor

         10  and communities the dignity that each rightfully

         11  deserves; and

         12                 Whereas: A respected scholar and

         13  religious educator who holds numerous degrees,

         14  Reverend Bailey has served others with dedication,

         15  intelligence and inspiring industry, continually

         16  demonstrating the spirit of brotherhood and love

         17  underpinning his faith; and

         18                 Whereas: Reverend Bailey's deep sense

         19  of gratitude to God is matched only by his love for

         20  his beautiful wife, first lady Dorothy Bailey,

         21  children Ron, Jr., Rachel and Danielle, and

         22  grandchild Anaiah; and

         23                 Whereas: Under Rev. Bailey's dynamic

         24  leadership, and with the faith and spiritual

         25  commitment of its congregation and the blessings of
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          2  the Lord, Love Gospel Assembly continues to grow in

          3  strength and purpose; it is a haven of hope and

          4  source of great pride to the community; and

          5                 Whereas: If the true measure of a man

          6  is revealed in the good works he performs, then

          7  Reverend Ronald L. Bailey is indeed a man of

          8  exceptional character; he has been a bedrock of

          9  moral excellence and instruction to all members of

         10  Love Gospel Assembly and it is with deep gratitude

         11  that we honor him today; now, therefore

         12                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         13  City of New York most gratefully honors Reverend

         14  Ronald L. Bailey for his outstanding service to the

         15  City and the Love Gospel Assembly Community.

         16                 Signed this 25th day of June in the

         17  year Two Thousand and Three.

         18                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         19  Entire Council; Maria Baez, Council Member, 14th

         20  District; Joel Rivera, 15th District; Madeline

         21  Provenzano, 13th District; Jose Serrano, 17th

         22  District; Larry B. Seabrook, 12th District, Helen D.

         23  Foster, 16th District.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Parishoner Bailey, we

         25  are so honored to have you with us and so

                                                            22

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  appreciative of everything you've done for the Bronx

          3  and for our entire City and for our country, and we

          4  would be so grateful if you would grace us with a

          5  few words.

          6                 REVEREND BAILEY: Well, I'm deeply

          7  honored and humbled today to stand here and receive

          8  this great award. The thing that helps me the most

          9  is that I know that I'm the one receiving it, but

         10  there are many people with me who have helped me to

         11  accomplish goals that our Lord in Christ Jesus, our

         12  Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has called us to be

         13  committed to.

         14                 I'm so grateful. I thank Maria most.

         15  I thank the Council and everyone that had a part in

         16  it, and I'm just humbled by it today and I'm deeply

         17  honored and I thank each and every one of you.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: This session

         20  is in order.

         21                 Roll call.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Espada.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I'm here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzales.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALES: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: A quorum is

          9  present. (In Spanish.)

         10                 Please rise for the invocation given

         11  by Reverend Donald L. Bailey of the Love Gospel

         12  Assembly.

         13                 REVEREND BAILEY: Would you bow your

         14  heads with me this afternoon.

         15                 Heavenly Father, we both seek and

         16  desire Your presence here today.

         17                 Lord, it is my sincere hope and

         18  prayer this afternoon that Your presence would come,

         19  that Your spirit would guide us, oh Lord; touch

         20  these leaders that represent so many multitudes of

         21  hurting and lost people, give them wisdom and

         22  knowledge beyond their years, give them ability and

         23  insight, discernment; give them courage, oh God,

         24  that makes leadership possible;

         25                 And I thank You today for Your mercy
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          2  and Your loving kindness that you've shown to our

          3  City and to our people;

          4                 Now bless, I pray, this session in

          5  the spirit of Your precious Son, the Lord Jesus

          6  Christ; and we thank you and we ask it in His name,

          7  amen.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: (In Spanish.)

          9  Spread the invocation, please, Council Member Baez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: I make a motion

         11  to spread the invocation in full by the Reverend

         12  Ronald L. Bailey.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: So ordered.

         14                 Adoption of Minutes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Messages and

         17  Papers from the Mayor.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Communication

         20  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Petitions and

         23  communications.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Land Use

                                                            29

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Call-Ups.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 665.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I'd

          5  like to ask the clerk to call the roll on all items

          6  on the Land Use Call-Up Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: I'd like to be

         25  excused. I'm the keynote at my graduation, at a
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          2  couple of graduations in my district, so I would

          3  like to vote aye on all Land Use items and all

          4  coupled general orders.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on the

         15  matter.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Present and

         10  aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: May I inquire? My name

         16  was not called. Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         20  adopted by a vote of 43 in the affirmative, and none

         21  in the negative.

         22                 Communication from the Speaker.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Just to remind my

         24  colleagues, we'll be breaking in the delegation

         25  meetings immediately after this meeting.
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          2                 And also, today we're doing an

          3  important piece of legislation, which recognizes the

          4  small businesses in this City can't be expected to

          5  live by rules that don't make sense and haven't been

          6  enforced. And that's what the Awnings Bill would do.

          7  As I've walked around this City, I haven't seen

          8  really any awnings that comply with the law that's

          9  on the books. You know, to prevent businesses from

         10  putting on their awnings what they sell, their

         11  telephone number, whether they offer free delivery,

         12  their logo, this just doesn't make sense and isn't

         13  the practice of the City of New York.

         14                 There is, of course, a legitimate

         15  goal to have some kind of uniform treatment of

         16  awnings, but it needs to be reasonable, it needs to

         17  be within the real world. And it also needs to

         18  recognize that awnings are the only ones that are

         19  regulated this way that flat signs aren't. So, you

         20  have something that extends nine inches, you have

         21  all of these regulations. If you just put it on your

         22  wall, you don't. We really need to bring sanity to

         23  this process. This bill will create a moratorium. I

         24  want to compliment Council Member Monserrate for his

         25  leadership, and Council Member Weprin and all the
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          2  other Council Members who brought this issue to the

          3  public's attention, and certainly say that the

          4  Council is prepared to work very much cooperatively

          5  with the Administration in order to bring greater

          6  sanity to the process and ensure that we're not

          7  balancing the budget on the backs of small business

          8  owners, and with unreasonable regulations. So, I

          9  commend it to my colleagues and that concludes my

         10  communication. Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         12  of General Orders.

         13                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         15  Madam Advocate.

         16                 I just want to commend the Speaker

         17  and thank him for the work on the Awning Bill.

         18                 I want to say that I have had dozens

         19  and dozens of merchants in my community come forward

         20  and say that this is the most arbitrary kind of

         21  enforcement they've ever seen. Years and years went

         22  by where there was no mention by any City agency of

         23  these problems, and of course the store owners in

         24  our community have a hard enough time getting by,

         25  and this has all been tied up in the budget
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          2  environment we're in now that suddenly there is this

          3  huge amount of enforcement.

          4                 So, I think this action by the

          5  Council today to stop what's going on now and then

          6  cause a re-examination of this issue is exactly

          7  right. I think it's only fair to our merchants who

          8  are being hit with any number of additional taxes

          9  and fees. It's time we give them a break. Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Monserrate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         13  Madam Chair.

         14                 I take great pride today in seeing

         15  this bill through. It was introduced in November of

         16  last year, Intro. 305-A which deals with the

         17  awnings. I want to thank the Speaker for his support

         18  and his leadership on this bill. Also, my colleague

         19  David Weprin and hundreds and hundreds upon hundreds

         20  of storeowners throughout the City of New York, but

         21  especially in Queens, who have been impacted, who

         22  have been issued summonses from two to five-thousand

         23  dollars on these antiquated, archaic, and outdated

         24  laws. I look forward to giving this reprise to our

         25  small business owners, this six-month moratorium,

                                                            37

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  and at the same time revise these regulations that

          3  govern them, which are also antiquated and outdated.

          4                 I urge all my colleagues to please

          5  support this measure, Intro. 305-A in voting in the

          6  affirmative.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Nelson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 I just wanted to briefly add to that,

         13  I think this was a sad chapter in the history of New

         14  York City when we're trying to recoup from a very

         15  bad business situation, and small businesses, like a

         16  hit team came down upon them. It shot up small

         17  businesses without a warning, because I doubt if

         18  anybody in the City knew that these stores were in

         19  violation of the law, including themselves, and if

         20  it wasn't so sad and so expensive, it could be

         21  really put into a Woody Allen moving somehow, I'm

         22  pretty sure of that. And I only wish that huge fines

         23  at some of these businesses that were issued could

         24  be addressed as well, or at least half.

         25                 So, I'm happy that at least it's
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          2  Intro. 305 that brings back a normalcy to the New

          3  York City business laws because it was absolutely

          4  absurd that it should happen in the first place.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          7  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         10  Standing Committees.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         12  Committee on Finance.

         13                 Preconsidered LU 469 and companion

         14  967.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         16  Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         18  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         19                 M 607 and companion Reso 968.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         22  666 and companion Reso 969.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         25  Reso  667 and companion Reso 970.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          4  Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 305-A.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a General

          7  Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 393-A.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 399-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 410-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 960.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         17  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a General

         19  Order Calendar.

         20                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         21  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         22  Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I'd like to

         11  say a special note of Eric Goldstein to the New York

         12  Environmental Board, it is a wonderful opportunity

         13  for all of us to have him on the Board. I vote aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I vote aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I want to

         18  commend the Bronx Delegation for -- I'm sorry. Madam

         19  Public Advocate, may I be excused to explain my

         20  vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I want to

         23  commend the Bronx Delegation for recommending a very

         24  high quality candidate to serve on the Civilian

         25  Complaint Review Board, and also for Eric Goldstein

                                                            41

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  who is continuing to serve as a member of the

          3  Environmental Control Board and also for Veronica

          4  Villan Waver, who will be serving on the Equal

          5  Employment Practices Commission.

          6                 I hope that the Mayor's Office will

          7  quickly appoint the Council -- quickly approve the

          8  Council's recommendations to these two important

          9  committees, the CCRB has been without a Bronx

         10  representative for quite a long time. This person

         11  comes with impeccable credentials and is willing to

         12  serve and has a varied and extensive background.

         13                 I hope that the Mayor's Office will

         14  not hesitate to quickly approve these appointments.

         15                 Thank you. I vote aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Madam

         20  Public Advocate, may I have a brief moment to

         21  explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Madam

         24  Advocate, I just would like to extend the thanks on

         25  behalf of all the small business leaders within the
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          2  37th Councilmanic District to Council Member Hiram

          3  Monserrate and his leadership of this bill.

          4                 He represents a large Latino

          5  District, as well as I, and it's good for once to

          6  vote on a bill that does protect the little guy. I

          7  proudly vote aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Public

         20  Advocate, I wish to speak on my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: First of all,

         23  I would like to commend Eric Goldstein. He's been a

         24  true laborer in the vineyard when it comes to all

         25  areas relating to the environment. I'm very happy
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          2  and proud that he's going to be staying on as a

          3  member of the ECB.

          4                 And I also wish to vote aye on all

          5  items on the General Calendar, as well as to vote

          6  aye on the Land Use Call-Ups.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all

         25  matters.

                                                            44

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

          4  And the name is M Lo.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         11  all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Yes on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: No on Intro.

          8  305-A and aye on all the rest.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Call ups. Aye

         21  on all call ups, and all coupled general orders.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes and

         24  I request permission to vote on all call ups and all

         25  general orders. Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          8  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          9  vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         10  zero abstentions, with the exception of I 305-A,

         11  which is adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative,

         12  zero in the negative, zero abstentions. And the

         13  revised Land Use call ups were adopted by a vote of

         14  47 in the affirmative and zero in the negative.

         15                 Wait a minute. Sorry, there was a

         16  mistake here. With the exception of I 305-A which is

         17  adopted by a vote of 45 in the affirmative -- sorry,

         18  wrong again. Forty-six in the affirmative and one

         19  negative.

         20                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

         22  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         23  agenda.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         25  of Resolutions.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Resolutions.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          6  Discussion.

          7                 Council Member Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes, Madam

          9  Public Advocate, I'd like the members to observe a

         10  moment of silence, Council Member James Sanders lost

         11  his mother today. I think that the Council should

         12  observe a moment of silence in passing for Council

         13  Member James Sanders and his family for the passing

         14  of his mother.

         15                 (Moment of Silence Observed.)

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you very

         17  much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Gerson.

         20                 Council Member Gerson, do you want to

         21  record your vote?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I just want

         23  to, with unanimous consent of my colleagues, I wish

         24  to vote aye on all. All land use, all call ups and

         25  all coupled orders.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: New count.

          3  All items on today's General Order Calendar were

          4  adopted by 48 in the affirmative, zero in the

          5  negative, and zero abstentions, except for I 305-A,

          6  which is adopted by 47 in the affirmative, one

          7  negative, zero abstentions.

          8                 Councilman Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 I'd like to talk about a bill I have

         12  introduced, which is related to the Intro. 305-A, we

         13  just voted on and passed. On the six-month

         14  moratorium. The six-month moratorium will enable my

         15  legislation to proceed, as well as zoning change, a

         16  change for the zoning resolution which has started

         17  regarding changing the law, regarding awning signs

         18  in the City of New York.

         19                 Let me tell you about a group of

         20  business people in my district who really initiated

         21  this legislation.

         22                 One owns a pizza shop, another owns a

         23  bagel store, the third is an optometrist, the others

         24  sell books, appliances, while others are

         25  hairdressers and real estate brokers.
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          2                 Many of them are fixtures in the

          3  community who have been there for more than a dozen

          4  years. Were I an economist I would give them the

          5  technical designation of mom and pop stores. They

          6  have a staff of two or three.

          7                 I was contacted by this group because

          8  they received violations regarding awning signs

          9  which they had placed in front of their stores.

         10                 This was new to me. I assumed that

         11  the violations sited a dangerous condition regarding

         12  these signs, such as not being securely fastened to

         13  the storefront, or having loose electrical wires

         14  hanging from their frame.

         15                 I met with these store owners to

         16  investigate their complaints, and was truly

         17  astounded by what I found out to be the violation.

         18                 One store owner received such a

         19  violation because his telephone number appeared on

         20  his awning.

         21                 A convenience store owner was sited

         22  for having the hours of operation posted on the

         23  awning. The bagel store received a violation for

         24  having a picture of a bagel on its awning. Imagine

         25  that. And the letters on the sign were more than 12
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          2  inches high.

          3                 These were violations and some of

          4  them totaled in excess of $2,500. This is real. It's

          5  not creative writing. You can't make this stuff up.

          6                 The law states the only information

          7  as you heard allowed to appear on the awning is the

          8  name of the business and its address, and the

          9  lettering of the letters cannot be more than 12

         10  inches high.

         11                 We met with the appropriate agency to

         12  find out that these violations, complaints were

         13  complaint-driven. If someone complains about your

         14  awning, an inspector checks it out and if it

         15  violates a code you get a violation.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         17  Council Member.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: The Buildings

         19  Department and the Transportation Department

         20  originally testified against the legislation. I

         21  marched with the Mayor in the College Point Parade

         22  on Memorial Day, and I pointed it out to him, and to

         23  his surprise he was not aware of it, and he said who

         24  would be against it? And I said, well, your

         25  Buildings Department and your Transportation
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          2  Department. And I'm hoping that in light of all the

          3  new developments, as far as being brought to light

          4  that we can work together with the Administration to

          5  make the necessary change to the zoning resolution

          6  and pass the local law.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          9                 Council Member Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you.

         11                 I just rise to mention at an earlier

         12  ceremonial the Beacon High School in my district on

         13  61st Street was here because they won the baseball

         14  championship for the BPSAL division, and they did

         15  it, thank you very much, they did it without a gym

         16  and without a field.

         17                 This is a school that is converted

         18  from a warehouse, yet with the perseverance of great

         19  coaches and parents, they were able to win last year

         20  and this year.

         21                 So, I guess it's a unique story,

         22  because I can't imagine a suburban school doing as

         23  well, without the kinds of resources.

         24                 So, I just want to let everybody know

         25  that this school won under adverse circumstances.
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          2                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

          3  Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          5  nobody else, we'll recess the meeting.

          6                 (Hearing recessed at 2:30 p.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified
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         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the
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