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Proposed Int. No. 782-A-2024:	By Council Members Nurse, Ossé, Hudson, Narcisse, Sanchez, Brooks-Powers, Avilés, Krishnan, Won, Gutiérrez, Williams, Joseph, Brewer, Ung, Abreu, Salaam, Schulman, Banks and Hanif (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President)

Title:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to outreach to property owners subject to municipal property taxes


Int. No. 783-2024:	By Council Members Nurse, Ossé, Hudson, Narcisse, Sanchez, Avilés, Krishnan, Won, Gutiérrez, Williams, Brewer, Joseph, Abreu, Salaam, Schulman and Ayala (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President)

Title:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the public recording of tax liens


Int. No. 889-2024:	By Council Member Hudson

Title:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing notification to council members of the recording of certain real estate instruments


Int. No. 1086-2024:	By Council Members Williams, Riley, Brannan, Restler, Stevens, Zhuang, Ossé, Menin, Brooks-Powers, Yeger, Krishnan, Nurse, Gutiérrez, Hanks, Sanchez, Moya, Banks, Ung, Marte, Paladino and Vernikov

Title:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notifying interested parties of the recording of certain real estate instruments

Res. No. 327-2024:	By Council Members Nurse, Ossé, Hudson, Narcisse, Sanchez, Brooks-Powers, Avilés, Krishnan, Won, Gutiérrez, Williams, Brewer, Abreu, Salaam and Ayala (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President)

Title:	Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation allowing for property owners who receive tax exemptions to have the exemption apply retroactively where eligible
				

I. INTRODUCTION
On January 14, 2025, the Committee on Finance, chaired by Council Member Justin Brannan, will consider the following legislation: Proposed Int. No. 782-A-2024 (Int. 782-A), a local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to outreach to property owners subject to municipal property taxes; Int. No. 783-2024 (Int. 783), a local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the public recording of tax liens; Int. No. 889-2024 (Int. 889), a local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing notification to council members of the recording of certain real estate instruments; Int. No. 1086 (Int. 1086), a local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notifying interested parties of the recording of certain real estate instruments; and Res. No. 327, calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation allowing for property owners who receive tax exemptions to have the exemption apply retroactively where eligible. Witnesses invited to testify include representatives from the New York City (City) Department of Finance (DOF), other interested stakeholders, and members of the public.
II. BACKGROUND
a. Administration of Local Taxes
Among DOF’s primary functions are the administration and collection of local taxes, assessments, and charges, including real property taxes.[footnoteRef:2] Local law imposes many duties upon DOF in carrying out these functions, including duties that implicate the legislation to be considered by the Committee.  [2:  Charter § 1504.] 

Local law requires DOF to establish and maintain an electronic system to regularly issue statements of account to property owners.[footnoteRef:3] Statements of account shall represent a bill for taxes, charges, and assessments, and include a description of each, as well as any other information the commissioner deems appropriate.[footnoteRef:4] DOF is required to “notify owners of the availability of such system on the statement of account and … [to] solicit the submission of an email address at the time of payment” of any bill.[footnoteRef:5]  [3:  Ad. Code § 11-129(d).]  [4:  Id. at (a).]  [5:  Id. at (d).] 

Additionally, DOF is required to “make best efforts to collect the name, telephone number, and email address of every owner of real property in the city, or where such information is not available, the name, telephone number, and email address of an individual authorized to receive communications regarding the real property on behalf of such owner.”[footnoteRef:6] To gather such information, DOF is required to solicit such information in hard copy and online forms, applications, and other DOF-created documents.[footnoteRef:7] All such information must be contained in any computer system or database used by DOF to administer the real property tax.[footnoteRef:8] [6:  Ad. Code § 11-143.]  [7:  Id.]  [8:  Id.] 

Further, DOF is required to regularly provide notice to all property owners of specific residential real property tax credits and exemptions, including: the senior citizen homeowner exemption; the exemption for persons with disabilities; certain exemptions for veterans; and a number of other credits and exemptions. Such notices must include a brief description of each exemption program and a phone number at DOF and a website address where taxpayers can obtain additional information on such programs, as well as forms and applications.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Ad. Code § 11-245.8.] 

b. Real Property Records – Recording and Notification
i. Recording and Notification - Administration
Legislation to be considered by the Committee also implicates local administration of real property records. Maintenance of registries of real property records in New York State is entrusted to local officers, who must carry out the ministerial duty of recording and indexing instruments affecting real property.[footnoteRef:10] In New York City, DOF’s Office of the City Register is charged with exercising the functions and duties in relation to the recording of property-related documents in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, and Queens,[footnoteRef:11] and in Staten Island, the Office of the Richmond County Clerk’s Office of the County Register performs the functions and duties of Chief Recording Officer.[footnoteRef:12] Property documents recorded with the Office of the City Register are maintained on the Automated City Register Information System (ACRIS), an online database containing property documents and data dating back to 1966.[footnoteRef:13] Similarly, Richmond County land documents are searchable online on the website of the Office of the Richmond County Clerk.[footnoteRef:14] [10:  See, e.g., MERSCORP, Inc. v. Romaine, 8 N.Y.3d 90, 97 (2006) (citing Real Property Law §§ 290, 291, 316 and 321); Ad. Code § 7-607.]  [11:  Charter § 1525.]  [12:  Office of the Richmond County Clerk, State of New York (2025), https://www.richmondcountyclerk.com/ (last accessed Jan. 6, 2025).]  [13:  Recording property-related documents, NYC Department of Finance (2025), https://www.nyc.gov/site/finance/property/property-recording-property-related-documents.page (last accessed Jan. 8, 2025) (“Property records are public. People may use these records for background information on purchases, mortgages, asset searches, and other legal and financial transactions.”) (hereinafter “Recording property-related documents”).]  [14:  Land Documents Search, Office of the Richmond County Clerk, State of New York (2025), https://www.richmondcountyclerk.com/Search/SearchIndex (last accessed Jan. 8, 2025).] 

State law sets forth requirements to record a legal instrument affecting real property rights.[footnoteRef:15] Persons seeking to record documents may do so online in ACRIS or in person by appointment.[footnoteRef:16] Instructions for electronic recording and additional information in relation to navigating ACRIS are provided online.[footnoteRef:17] [15:  Real Property Law §§ 290 et seq.]  [16:  ACRIS, NYC Department of Finance (2025), https://www.nyc.gov/site/finance/property/acris.page (last accessed Jan. 10, 2025).]  [17:  Id.] 

The Office of the City Register and the Office of the County Register must mail written notices to property owners of record when conveyances affecting their real property are recorded. The contents of such notice are prescribed in State law, and include the following:
If you have questions regarding the validity of the documents, and wish to dispute the recording of the transfer, you should obtain legal counsel. If you believe you are a victim of a crime related to this recording, contact your local law enforcement agency or, if in the City of New York, the office of the sheriff.
Either Office may charge the recording party a reasonable fee to cover the cost of mailing the envelope to the owner of record. However, failure to mail or receive such notice does not affect the validity of the recorded instrument.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Real Property Law § 291.] 

	In addition to State-required mailings, local law requires DOF to maintain a system whereby property owners and their agents may register online through the Office of the City Register’s Notice of Recorded Document System to receive notice via email or SMS when deeds, mortgages, and related documents affecting an ownership interest in their real property have been recorded.[footnoteRef:19] Local law requires DOF to conduct outreach to property owners about voluntary registration with ACRIS.[footnoteRef:20] [19:  NYC Department of Finance, Office of the City Register, Automated City Register Information System, Notice of Recorded Document, https://a836-acrissds.nyc.gov/NRD/ (last accessed Jan. 8, 2025). ]  [20:  Ad. Code § 7-628(f).] 

ii. Recording and Notification – Legal Issues
Although legal instruments like deeds, mortgages, leases, and related documents need not be recorded to have legal effect,[footnoteRef:21] recording such documents is an important step in securing the rights they purport to grant.[footnoteRef:22] State recording laws, and local implementation of such laws, protect “a good faith purchaser for value from an unrecorded interest in a property, provided such a purchaser’s interest is first to be duly recorded.”[footnoteRef:23] Under New York State’s recording scheme, “the recording of an instrument affecting property is constructive notice to all subsequent purchasers and lienors of its existence and contents.”[footnoteRef:24] Constructive notice is not actual notice: in the event of a dispute over title to real property, knowledge of recorded instruments is imputed to all persons under the assumption that they may access the public registry.[footnoteRef:25] Thus, “[i]f the purchaser [of real property] fails to use due diligence in examining the title, he or she is chargeable, as a matter of law, with notice of the facts which a proper inquiry would have disclosed.”[footnoteRef:26] [21:  See, e.g., In re Humann, 136 A.D.3d 1036, 1036 (2d Dept 2016).]  [22:  See Real Property Law § 291 (providing that unrecorded conveyances of real property shall be void against subsequent conveyances, made in good faith for valuable consideration, that are first duly recorded).]  [23:  Bello v. Ouellette, 211 A.D.3d 784, 785 (2d Dept 2022).]  [24:  Eltman v. Harvey, 93 Misc.2d 634, 638 (Sup Ct, Suffolk County 1978).]  [25:  Id.; see also Recording property-related documents.]  [26:  Bello, 211 A.D.3d 784 at 785.] 

Recording is abused when thieves fake a homeowner’s signature and file it with local recording officials, in a crime conventionally referred to as “deed theft.”[footnoteRef:27] In another iteration of deed theft, thieves make false statements to property owners to induce them to unwittingly sign a deed that purports to transfer away their property rights.[footnoteRef:28] While any property owner could become a victim of a forged or fraudulent conveyance, according to the New York State Attorney General, Letitia James, criminals target residential property owners whose properties are in foreclosure or whose properties have tax or utility liens, among other property owners including seniors, immigrants, and people of color.[footnoteRef:29] According to reporting by The City and Jacob Inwald, Director of Litigation at Legal Services NYC, “New York City has a deadly combination of factors that make deed fraud and theft ‘particularly pernicious[.]’”[footnoteRef:30] [27:  See, e.g., What is deed theft?, New York State Attorney General (2025), https://ag.ny.gov/publications/deed-theft (last accessed Jan. 9, 2025); Melanie March, et al., How to Avoid Deed Theft and Protect Against Property Scams, The City (Aug. 5, 2024, 4:59 A.M.), https://www.thecity.nyc/2024/08/05/deed-theft-protection-home-ownership/ (“Criminals could record fraudulent deeds, mortgage records or liens (a document indicating owed debt) on a property without an owner knowing about it.”) (hereinafter “March”).]  [28:  Id.]  [29:  Id. at Who is at risk of deed theft?; March (“The City has found that speculators in the five boroughs often target homes in rapidly gentrifying historically Black and Latino neighborhoods. Other vulnerable groups include older people and families with no estate plan or will.”).]  [30:  March.] 

   To prevent deed fraud, DOF recommends that residential real property owners take the following actions:
· Check your property's deed: Check the City Register’s records at least once a year to make sure that no deeds or mortgages have been recorded on your property without your consent. Visit ACRIS to check your deed for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan & Queens. Visit the Richmond County Clerk’s website to check your deed if your property is located in Staten Island. You will need to know your property’s borough, block, and lot number, which can be found at www.nyc.gov/bbl or on your most recent property tax bill.
· Sign up for the Notice of Recorded Document Program: The City Register will automatically mail you a notification when a new document is recorded against your property. You can also designate someone you trust, such as a family member or legal representative, to receive notifications: Recorded Document Notification Program. If you are unable to register online, complete and mail an application.

Additionally, DOF suggests property owners ensure that DOF has the correct mailing address for notices about their property—whether for the owner themselves or a designated third party—among other actions to prevent deed fraud.[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Deed Fraud Alert!, NYC Department of Finance (2025), https://www.nyc.gov/site/finance/property/deed-fraud.page (last accessed Jan. 9, 2025).] 

III. LEGISLATION
a. Proposed Int. No. 782-A-2024
This legislation would require the commissioner of finance to notify owners of residential real property of the availability of certain real property tax exemptions, including the senior citizen homeowners’ exemption, the exemption for persons with disabilities, the exemption for veterans, and the cooperative and condominium exemption, and of payments in lieu of taxes to the Battery Park City Authority. This legislation would require such notification to be provided on the property owners’ statement of account. In addition, this legislation would require DOF to notify persons from whom DOF has not received renewal applications for such tax exemptions within 30 days before March 15, in order to remind such persons that they may file to renew such applications for such exemptions. This legislation would require DOF to send such notifications to adult third parties upon request of the property owner.
In addition, this legislation would require the commissioner of finance to notify owners of residential real property about the ability to register in ACRIS to receive email or SMS notices when deeds, mortgages, or related documents affecting such owners’ ownership interests have been recorded.
b. Int. No. 783-2024
This legislation would require the commissioner of finance to record in ACRIS all tax liens on property for which the lawful debt exceeds $5,000 past due for a period of more than 3 years.
c. Int. No. 889-2024
This legislation would require DOF to notify council members when deed- or mortgage-related documents are recorded that affect a property located within such council member’s district that has been held by the same party for at least 30 years. This legislation would allow council members to opt out of such notifications.
d. Int. No. 1086-2024
This legislation would require DOF to notify every interested party by every means of contact made available to DOF—including email, text message, and postal mail—when a deed-related or mortgage-related document affecting such party’s interest in real property has been recorded. This legislation would require DOF to send such notices no later than 30 days after such recordings.
IV. CONCLUSION
DOF’s administration of real property records and taxes is critical to implementing complex State and local laws and regulations intended to serve and protect New Yorkers. The Committee is interested to hear from representatives of DOF to understand how the legislation considered could benefit and protect owners of residential real property in New York City, as well as how the legislation considered could affect DOF operations.


Int. No. 782-A

By Council Members Nurse, Ossé, Hudson, Narcisse, Sanchez, Brooks-Powers, Avilés, Krishnan, Won, Gutiérrez, Williams, Joseph, Brewer, Ung, Abreu, Salaam, Schulman, Banks and Hanif (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President)

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to outreach to property owners subject to municipal property taxes
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. Section 11-129 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding new subdivisions e, f, g, h and i to read as follows:
e. General exemption notice. 1. The commissioner of finance shall notify, or cause to be notified, each person owning residential real property in the city of the availability of certain exemptions from the real property taxes or payments in lieu of taxes (PILOT) to the battery park city authority on their statement of account. The provisions of this subdivision may be met by a notice or legend sent on or with each statement of account to such persons reading substantially as follows: "IF YOU ARE A SENIOR CITIZEN, A PERSON WITH A PHYSICAL DISABILITY AND/OR A VETERAN, YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO A PARTIAL EXEMPTION FROM PROPERTY TAXES. YOU MAY ALSO BE ENTITLED TO A PARTIAL EXEMPTION FROM PROPERTY TAXES IF YOU HAVE AN INCOME BELOW $500,000 AND USE YOUR HOME AS YOUR PRIMARY RESIDENCE, OR IF YOUR PRIMARY RESIDENCE IS A CONDOMINIUM UNIT. Eligible homeowners have until (insert date) to apply for such exemptions. For further information please call or write the department of finance at (insert telephone number and address), which shall provide additional information on the exemption programs and all necessary forms and applications.” The commissioner of finance shall include with such notice or legend detailed information about the eligibility requirements and filing deadlines for each of the following exemptions from taxation or PILOT, as applicable: 
(a) the senior citizen homeowners’ exemption pursuant to section 11-245.3, subject to the notice requirements of such section;
(b) the exemption for persons with disabilities pursuant to section 11-245.4, subject to the notice requirements of such section;
(c) the exemption for veterans pursuant to sections four hundred fifty-eight and four hundred fifty eight-a of the real property tax law;
(d) the cooperative and condominium exemption pursuant to section four hundred twenty-one-e of the real property tax law; and
(e) any other real property tax exemption which, in the discretion of the commissioner, should be included in such notice.
2. Failure to notify, or cause to be notified, any person who is in fact eligible to receive an exemption from taxation or PILOT, or the failure of such person to receive the same shall not prevent the levy, collection and enforcement of the payment of the taxes or PILOT on property owned by such person. A second copy of the notice required by this subdivision shall be sent thirty days before the fifteenth day of March.
f. Automated city register information services database registration notice. The commissioner of finance shall notify, or cause to be notified, each person owning residential real property in the city about how they can register in the Automated City Register Information System database, or successor database, so that they can receive notices about when deeds, mortgages, or mortgage related documents affecting their ownership interest have been recorded against their property. Failure to notify, or cause to be notified, any person about registering to receive these notices shall not prevent the levy, collection and enforcement of the payment of the taxes or PILOT on property owned by such person.
g. Reminder notice. If a renewal application has not been received by the department of finance from a person eligible for an exemption enumerated in paragraph 1 of subdivision e of this section at least thirty days before the fifteenth day of March of the appropriate year, the department of finance shall send a notice to that person reminding the person to file that renewal application for such exemption by the fifteenth day of March, and of the possible removal of such person’s exemption if his, her, or their renewal application for is not filed with the department of finance no later than the fifteenth day of March.  Failure to mail any notice required by this subdivision, or the failure of a party to receive the same, shall not affect the validity of the levy, collection, or enforcement of taxes or PILOT on property owned by such person.
h. Third party notice. 1. A person eligible for an exemption enumerated in paragraph 1 of subdivision e of this section may request that a notice be sent to an adult third party. Such request shall be made on a form prescribed by the New York state commissioner of taxation and finance where applicable or, if such commissioner has not prescribed such a form, by the commissioner of finance, and shall be submitted to the department of finance no later than sixty days before the fifteenth day of March of the appropriate year. The designated third party must consent to such designation in a part of such form provided therefor. Such request shall be effective upon receipt by the department of finance. The department of finance shall maintain a list of all eligible property owners who have requested notices pursuant to this paragraph.
2. A notice shall be sent to the designated third party at least thirty days before the fifteenth day of March of the appropriate year; provided that no such notice need be sent in the first year if the request was not received by the department of finance at least sixty days before the fifteenth day of March of the appropriate year. Such notice shall read substantially as follows: “On behalf of (identify persons eligible for exemption), you are advised that his, her, or their renewal application for (type of exemption) must be filed with the department of finance no later than (enter date). You are encouraged to remind him, her, or them of that fact, and to offer assistance if needed, although you are under no legal obligation to do so. Your cooperation and assistance are greatly appreciated.”
3. A notice shall be sent to the designated third party whenever the department of finance sends a notice to a person eligible for an exemption enumerated in paragraph 1 of subdivision e of this section regarding the possible removal of such person’s exemption. Such notice shall read substantially as follows: “On behalf of (identify persons with exemption), you are advised that his, her, or their (type of exemption) is at risk of being removed. You are encouraged to make sure that he, she, or they are aware of that fact, and to offer assistance if needed, although you are under no legal obligation to do so. Your cooperation and assistance are greatly appreciated.”
4. The obligation to mail such notices shall cease if the eligible taxpayer cancels the request or ceases to qualify for the applicable exemption.
5. Failure to mail any notice required by this subdivision, or the failure of a party to receive the same, shall not affect the validity of the levy, collection, or enforcement of taxes or PILOT on property owned by such person, or in the case of a third party notice, on property owned by the taxpayer.
i. Language access. Notices sent in accordance with subdivisions e, f, and g of this section shall also provide the recipient guidance on how to access this information in the designated citywide languages, as well as in a Braille alphabet or in audio format as necessary. For the purposes of this subdivision, “designated citywide languages” has the same meaning as described in subdivision a of section 23-1101.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.


MJT/AL
LS #12002
8/13/2024 1:37pm


Int. No. 783
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..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the public recording of tax liens
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. Subdivision a of section 11-320 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new paragraph 3 to read as follows:
3. The commissioner of finance shall record in the Automated City Register Information System database, or successor database, the tax lien on property in the city according to its borough, block, and lot identifier, once the lawful debt on the property exceeds five thousand dollars past due for a period of more than three years.  Any failure to comply with this paragraph shall not affect the validity of any sale of tax liens pursuant to this chapter.  
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing notification to council members of the recording of certain real estate instruments
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. Subdivision b of section 7-628 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 136 for the year 2021, is amended to read as follows: 
 	b. The department shall establish and maintain a system that provides any interested party a notification by e-mail, text message, or postal mail, that a deed-related or mortgage-related document affecting such party's interest in real property located in the city has been recorded against such property with the city register or the office of the Richmond county clerk, provided that the department has received notice of such recording from the office of the Richmond county clerk. Such notification shall include information on actions such interested party could take if such interested party suspects that a fraudulent document has been recorded, including but not limited to, information about whom to contact for assistance, filing a complaint or reporting an alleged criminal violation. When a deed-related or mortgage-related document affecting an interest in real property located in the city that has been held by the same party for at least 30 years has been recorded against such property with the city register or the office of the Richmond county clerk, provided that the department has received notice of such recording from the office of the Richmond county clerk, the system shall additionally provide notification by e-mail that such document was recorded to the council member for the council district in which such real property is located, unless such council member has opted out of the receipt of such notifications. The department shall not charge a fee for use of such notification system.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law. 
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By Council Members Williams, Riley, Brannan, Restler, Stevens, Zhuang, Ossé, Menin, Brooks-Powers, Yeger, Krishnan, Nurse, Gutiérrez, Hanks, Sanchez, Moya, Banks, Ung, Marte, Paladino and Vernikov

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notifying interested parties of the recording of certain real estate instruments 
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. Section 7-628 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 136 for the year 2021, is amended to read as follows:
a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Deed-related document. The term "deed-related document" includes, but is not limited to, a deed, air rights, condemnation proceeding agreement, condominium declaration, confirmatory deed, contract of sale, correction deed, court order, in rem deed, judgment, life estate deed, memorandum of contract, power of attorney, real estate investment trust deed, revocation of power of attorney, sundry agreement, unit assignment and any other document that may be designated as deed-related by the commissioner of finance.
Department. The term "department" means the department of finance.
Interested party. The term "interested party" means the property owner, the property owner's agent or attorney or designee, the property lienor, the property lienor's agent or attorney, the executor or administrator of the estate of the owner or lienor of the property, the agent or attorney of the executor or administrator of the estate of the owner or lienor of the property and any other individual that may be designated by the commissioner of finance.
Mortgage-related document. The term "mortgage-related document" includes, but is not limited to, a mortgage, collateral mortgage, mortgage and consolidation, mortgage spreader agreement, satisfaction of mortgage, subordination of mortgage, sundry mortgage, UCC-1 (financing statement), and any other document that may be designated as mortgage-related by the commissioner of finance.
b. The department shall maintain a system that provides [any] each interested party a notification by every means of contact made available to the department, including by e-mail, text message, [or] and postal mail, that a deed-related document or mortgage-related document affecting such party’s interest in real property located in the city has been recorded against such property with the city register or the office of the Richmond county clerk, provided that the department has received notice of such recording from the office of the Richmond county clerk. Such notification shall be sent to each interested party no later than 30 days after such deed-related document or mortgage-related document affecting such interested party’s interest in real property has been recorded, and shall include information on actions such interested party could take if such interested party suspects that a fraudulent document has been recorded, including but not limited to, information about whom to contact for assistance, filing a complaint or reporting an alleged criminal violation. The department shall not charge a fee for use of such notification system.
c. For all class one and class two properties within the city, as defined in subdivision 1 of section 1802 of the real property tax law, the department shall, to the extent practicable and consistent with applicable law, register the property owner named on the most recent deed-related or mortgage-related document recorded and indexed by the city register or the office of the Richmond county clerk prior to the effective date of this local law in the notification system described by subdivision b, provided that the department shall permit any individual registered for the notification system to opt-out of [such receipt] receiving e-mail or text message notifications.
d. To the extent practicable, when a deed-related or mortgage-related document is recorded with the city register or the Richmond county clerk, the department shall automatically register the named property owner on such document to receive notifications, provided that the department shall permit any individual registered for the notification system to opt-out of [such receipt] receiving e-mail or text message notifications.
e. The department shall report on an annual basis on the notification system established pursuant to subdivision b of this section, and shall include data for Richmond county to the extent that the department has received data from the office of the Richmond county clerk. Such report shall be submitted to the council and published on the department's website no later than the first day of November of each year. Such report shall include, but not be limited to, the following information for the prior year, disaggregated by borough:
[(1) total] 1. Total number of individuals registered to receive notifications through the system required by subdivision b of this section, disaggregated by the type of interested party;
[(2) total] 2. Total number of individuals registered to receive notifications for multiple properties;
[(3) total] 3. Total number of properties for which an individual is registered to receive notifications;
[(4) total] 4. Total number of individuals who opted out of receiving notifications;
[(5) total] 5. Total number of individuals who contacted the department regarding an incorrect or suspected fraudulent document recording, disaggregated by the source of information that led to such contact; and
[(6) total] 6. Total number of referrals made by the city register or office of the Richmond county clerk to the city sheriff related to suspected fraudulent document recording, the outcomes of such referrals, and whether an investigation was commenced by the sheriff.
f. The department shall conduct outreach to property owners about the provisions of this section.
g. The city shall not be liable for any damages as a result of failure to provide the requested notifications, nor shall any cause of action arise from such failure.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 60 days after it becomes law.
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Res. No. 327

..Title
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation allowing for property owners who receive tax exemptions to have the exemption apply retroactively where eligible.
..Body

By Council Members Nurse, Ossé, Hudson, Narcisse, Sanchez, Brooks-Powers, Avilés, Krishnan, Won, Gutiérrez, Williams, Brewer, Abreu, Salaam and Ayala (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President)

Whereas, The New York City Department of Finance (“DOF”) is responsible for the collection of property taxes in the city of New York; and
Whereas, State law allows for several exemption or abatement programs from the property tax for eligible property owners, such as senior citizens, veterans, clergy, and others; and
Whereas, DOF is responsible for the administration of property tax exemptions authorized by state law; and
Whereas, Not every property owner in the city of New York is aware of their potential eligibility for such exemption programs; and
Whereas, Failure to enroll in such programs can result in property owners owing more in property tax than they are otherwise obligated; and
Whereas, Excessive property tax bills can lead to property owners falling into arrears and potential foreclosure; and
Whereas, The application date for property tax exemptions is fixed by state law; and
Whereas, State law does not allow for an otherwise eligible property owner to receive exemption benefits if they have not submitted an application for that tax year; now, therefore be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation allowing for property owners who receive tax exemptions to have the exemption apply retroactively where eligible.
LS #12138
MJT
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