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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Good morning,

          3  everyone. I would like to call this meeting on the

          4  Committee on Zoning and Franchises to order.

          5                 Joining me are Council Members Mike

          6  McMahon, Simcha Felder, Larry Seabrook, Helen Sears

          7  and Melinda Katz.

          8                 We just have one item on the agenda

          9  this morning. A sidewalk application by Papillon,

         10  20075274 TCM, petition of 22 East 54th Street

         11  Restaurant Corporation, also known as Papillon, to

         12  establish, maintain and operate an unenclosed

         13  sidewalk cafe at that address.

         14                 I would like to call a representative

         15  of the applicant. Okay, Bob, you're on.

         16                 MR. BOOKMAN: Good morning. Robert

         17  Bookman for the law firm of Peseski and Bookman for

         18  the applicant Papillon. With me is Tommy Finerin,

         19  the owner of the restaurant.

         20                 Mr. Chairman, members of the

         21  Committee, we've been working closely with the

         22  Committee staff, as well as with staff of Speaker

         23  Quinn's Office. This is in her district, so

         24  Councilwoman/Speaker Quinn, for this purpose, and we

         25  believe we have addressed the concerns that were
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          2  raised.

          3                 We had our licensed registered

          4  architect go to the location and do a pedestrian

          5  count, as is contemplated, and we presented his

          6  results yesterday to the Committee. This pedestrian

          7  count and procedure is provided for in DCA

          8  regulations. Anything greater than 15 people per

          9  minute per foot will be considered too congested.

         10  This came out to less than three people per minute

         11  per foot of available clear path. So, the congestion

         12  standard met it with more than flying colors.

         13                 Having said that, we still, in the

         14  desire of compromise, proposed three different

         15  plans. We understand that one plan is acceptable to

         16  Speaker Quinn's Office, it's acceptable to us, it

         17  would be removing one of the tables that we had

         18  applied for, as well as reducing the size of the

         19  tables from the standard 24 inches to a more

         20  cocktail size, 21 inch. And we think that should

         21  make everybody happy, including my client.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: So, if I can just

         23  go over it? Five tables, ten chairs, 21-inch tables,

         24  correct?

         25                 MR. BOOKMAN: Correct.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: And there is

          3  also, as you know, under the unenclosed small

          4  sidewalk, no planters, no A-frames, no railing, no

          5  menu stamps (sic), correct?

          6                 MR. BOOKMAN: That's correct.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: And as Bob

          8  mentioned, in Speaker Quinn's district, she is in

          9  favor of the compromise.

         10                 Any questions from Committee members?

         11                 Thank you, gentlemen.

         12                 MR. BOOKMAN: The only thing I want to

         13  add is it's a great restaurant and we encourage

         14  everybody to have fundraisers there.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: That remark

         16  should be stricken. For the record, that remark is

         17  out of order.

         18                 Seeing no one signed up to speak on

         19  this item, I will close the public hearing, and ask

         20  Counsel to call the vote. Chair recommends approval.

         21                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chairman

         22  Avella.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

         24                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         25  Felder.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          4  Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you. I

          6  vote yes.

          7                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          8  Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         11  Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         14  McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         17  Seabrook.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         19                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         20  Sears.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         22                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote is

         23  eight in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

         24  abstentions, item passes to the full Land Use

         25  Committee.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,

          3  everyone. That closes this meeting on the

          4  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 9:54 a.m.)
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          3
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 15th day of May 2007.
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