Res. No. 801
..Title

Resolution praising Pope Francis for his lifelong pursuit of peace among all peoples and commends him on his upcoming historic visit to New York City.  
..Body
By Council Members Vallone, Cabrera, Cohen, Richards, Lancman, Koslowitz, Palma, Espinal, Eugene, Garodnick, Chin, Dickens, Rose, Rosenthal and Ulrich
Whereas, Since entering the Vatican in March of 2013, Pope Francis inherited a role that commands a great deal of influence, not only over the world’s 1.2 billion Roman Catholics but over many peoples of the world; and

Whereas, Having begun his duties in the papal office as the first Jesuit, the first from the Americas, and the first non-European leader of the church in more than 1,200 years, Pope Francis commenced his reign as part of a new era in the Roman Catholic Church and the great achievements he has amassed throughout his papacy are testament to his leadership; and

Whereas, Pope Francis chose the name Francis, in honor of Saint Francis of Assisi, who devoted himself to the poor, to peace and protecting animals and the environment; and

Whereas, Having long been a champion of the poor, a vocal promoter of social justice, and known for leading an austere life in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Pope Francis has denounced unnecessary luxuries, proclaiming “… I would like a church that is poor and that is for the poor;” and

Whereas, As a promoter of peace, Pope Francis hosted Israeli President Shimon Peres and Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas at an interfaith event comprised of Christian, Jewish and Muslim prayers and the planting of an olive tree, a symbol of peace, in an effort to advance diplomacy and peace; and

Whereas, Pope Francis has repeatedly denounced the violence in Iraq and Syria and prayed for peace for those “who for too long now suffer the effects of ongoing conflict and who, together with those belonging to other ethnic and religious groups, are suffering a brutal persecution” in the Middle East, Ukraine and Africa; and 

Whereas, With regard to opening relations between the United States and Cuba, Pope Francis wrote personal letters to both President Barack Obama and Cuban President Raúl Castro, inviting them to “resolve humanitarian questions of common interest, including the situation of certain prisoners;” and

Whereas, Pope Francis has lead the church in fights against rampant consumerism, air pollution and environmental exploitation, claiming “If we destroy creation, creation will destroy us;” and 

Whereas, Taking a hard line on the priest abuse scandal that went public in 2002, Pope Francis formed a new Vatican tribunal to hear cases of bishops accused of failing to protect children from sexually abusive priests; and 

Whereas, Pope Francis has repeatedly demonstrated his commitment to reconciliation, tolerance and peaceful coexistence among all regions and religions, amplified by his upcoming landmark visit to New York City where he will address the United Nations General Assembly and appear at Madison Square Garden; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York praises Pope Francis for his lifelong pursuit of peace among all peoples and commends him on his upcoming historic visit to New York City.  
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