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INT. NO. 433:                       
By Council Members Koppell, Arroyo, Brewer, Cabrera, Chin, Dromm, Fidler, Gentile, James, Koslowitz, Mark-Viverito, Mealy, Nelson, Rose, Sanders Jr., Seabrook, Williams, Foster, Jackson, Barron, Lander, and Rodriguez. 
TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring that any new taxicab design, approved by the taxi and limousine commission, be accessible to wheelchair users.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Chapter 5 of title 19 by adding a new section 19-538.

INTRODUCTION


On December 13, 2010, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 433, which would require any new taxicab design, approved by the Taxi and Limousine Commission be accessible to wheelchair users.  Invitees include David Yassky, Chairman of the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”); Commissioner Thomas Farley, New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (“DOHMH”); taxi industry representatives and disability rights advocates.  

BACKGROUND

In New York City, there are currently 13,237 taxis, of which 240 are wheelchair accessible.
  On December 17, 2009, the Department of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS), acting on behalf of TLC, released a request for proposals (RFP) entitled New York City Taxi of Tomorrow.
  The RFP seeks an Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) or a team that includes an OEM, to design and manufacture a new taxicab for New York City.
  

One of the qualities envisioned for the Taxi of Tomorrow was universal accessibility for all users.
  Under the terms of the RFP, the minimum accessibility requirement for the Taxi of Tomorrow design is that it have the capability to transfer a reduced-mobility rider from the curb to the taxi.
   However, if an RFP respondent designs a vehicle which is not fully accessible, additional vehicles must be provided to accommodate the 231 accessible medallions currently required by law.
  Further, the RFP states that the City intends to “move towards a single vehicle fleet and respondents who are able to offer a single vehicle fleet will be given greater consideration.”
 There are currently three finalists for the Taxi of Tomorrow RFP, of which only one is wheelchair accessible.
  

Int. No. 433 would require that any TLC approved new taxicab design be fully accessible to wheelchair users.  

ANALYSIS


Section one of Int. No. 433 would amend chapter 5 of title 19 by adding a new section 19-538.  Subdivision a of new section 19-538 would define “Wheelchair accessible” to mean a vehicle which is designed to be able to transport person in wheelchairs.  Subdivison b of new section 19-538 would provide no new taxicab design shall be approved by the commission for use in New York City, unless the taxicab as designed is wheelchair accessible.  Section two would provide that this local law take effect immediately after it is enacted into law.
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A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring that any new taxicab design, approved by the taxi and limousine commission, be accessible to wheelchair users.  
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Chapter five of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-538 to read as follows:


§ 19-538.  Design requirements  a.  For the purposes of this section, the following term shall be defined as follows:       
 “Wheelchair accessible” shall mean a vehicle which is designed to be able to transport persons in wheelchairs.

b. No new taxicab design shall be approved by the commission for use in New York city, unless the taxicab as designed is wheelchair accessible.  


§2. This local law shall take effect immediately after its enactment into law.

JW

LS# 1798

11/19/10

� Taxi of Tomorrow RFP page 5.


� Taxi of Tomorrow RFP page 4. 


� Id.


� Id. 


� Taxi of Tomorrow RFP Appendix A- Vehicle Technical Specification


� Id.


� Taxi of Tomorrow RFP Page 8, Section III, B1


� Michael Harris, Disability community outraged over Taxi of Tomorrow selections, Examiner, Nov. 16, 2010, http://www.examiner.com/government-in-new-york/disability-community-outraged-over-taxi-of-tomorrow.





