Int. No. 712
By Council Members Johnson, Constantinides, Arroyo, Chin, Gentile, Richards, Rose, Wills, Koslowitz, Rodriguez, Rosenthal, Menchaca and Ulrich
..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code, in relation to requiring the department of health and mental hygiene to conduct community air quality surveys and publish the results annually.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter one of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 17-198 to read as follows: 

§ 17-198 Community Air Quality Surveys and Annual Report.  a. For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

1. “Arterial streets” means arterial streets as defined in subdivision d of section 19-182 of the administrative code of the city of New York. 

2. “Pollutants” means particulate matter that is less than 2.5 micrometers in diameter, nitrogen dioxide, nitric oxide, sulfur dioxide, ozone, and any new pollutants.
3. “New pollutants” means any chemicals, particles or other contaminants identified pursuant to subdivision d of this section which are not covered by the definition of pollutant as defined in this subdivision.

b. The department shall conduct a community air quality survey on an annual basis.  Such survey shall:
1. Measure pollutants at street-level at 150 monitor locations across the city over every season of the year, provided however, that at least 20 percent of such monitor locations be located at or near arterial streets.  At the discretion of the department, data on ozone may be measured in the summer months only and data on sulfur dioxide may be measured in the winter months only;
2. Analyze how pollution concentrations near monitor locations vary across the city’s neighborhoods in relation to traffic, buildings, ground cover and other neighborhood factors and how pollution impacts air quality in different neighborhoods;
3. Identify the major sources of air pollution, including both local and regional sources;
4. Identify and analyze patterns of pollution by geographic area, pollution source, and by season or time of year;  
5. Include maps indicating the varying concentration levels of pollutants by borough and by pollutant; 
6. Make recommendations for city, state and federal action to improve air quality and reduce pollution and exposure to pollutants, including, but not limited to initiatives to reduce traffic and building-related emissions, especially in the most polluted parts of the city;
7. Estimate population exposure to pollutants for future surveillance and health research; and
8. Report on the scientific methodology used to select monitor locations for measuring air pollution and for studying variations in air pollution.
c. Beginning March 1, 2016, and on or before March 1 annually thereafter, the department shall submit to the council a report with the results of the annual community air quality survey for the preceding calendar year. The department shall post a copy of such annual report on the department's website.
d. The department may, upon recommendation by other city agencies, the council, advocacy groups or on its own initiative, consider new pollutants for inclusion in the community air quality survey that are associated with the exacerbation or causation of asthma and other respiratory diseases, cardiovascular disease, and conditions or diseases affecting vulnerable populations, including, but not limited to, young children, seniors and people with chronic lung or cardiovascular diseases.

e. The commissioner shall promulgate any rules as may be necessary for the purposes of carrying out the provisions of this section.

§ 2.  This local law shall take effect one hundred twenty days after its enactment into law, provided that the commissioner of the department of health and mental hygiene shall take such measures as are necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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