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	THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FINANCE DIVISION
LATONIA MCKINNEY, DIRECTOR
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PROPOSED INT. NO.:  492-A

COMMITTEE: Health

	TITLE: A local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reporting and an advisory board on gender marker change requirement.
	SPONSORS: Council Members Johnson, Chin, Cohen, Constantinides, Garodnick, Koo, Lander, Levine, Palma, Rodriguez, Reynoso, Levin, Torres, Rosenthal, Ferreras, Van Bramer, Kallos, Dromm, Mendez, Espinal, Weprin, Mealy, Menchaca, Cornegy, Rose, Barron, Cumbo, Dickens, Vacca, Ulrich, and the Public Advocate (Ms. James)


[bookmark: _GoBack]SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: 
Proposed Int. No. 492-A would require the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) to create an advisory board relating to the effectiveness and implementation of the process to change the gender marker on birth records upon the affirmation of a licensed medical or mental health professional that the requested correction more accurately reflects the applicants’ sex or gender identity. 

The advisory board would be comprised of seven members, four of which would be appointed by the commissioner of DOHMH and three of which would be appointed by the Speaker of the Council, all of whom would serve for two-year terms. Both sets of appointees must consist of one individual affiliated with an organization related to transgender issues or providing services to transgender people, one individual affiliated with a legal organization that advocates for transgender people, and one licensed medical or mental professional who is permitted to make attestations pursuant to the gender marker requirement. DOHMH’s fourth appointee must be a DOHMH staff member who works on transgender and/or lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender issues. 

The advisory board would be tasked with assessing DOHMH’s procedure for changing gender markers and making specific recommendations for changes or improvements to the process, if any. The advisory board would be required to issue a report on or before March 1, 2017 to the Mayor, the commissioner of DOHMH, and the Speaker of the Council, detailing such assessment and recommendations, as well as the number of applicants who have sought a gender marker change, an evaluation of transgender people’s access to licensed professionals permitted to submit attestations, and the gender marker changes’ impact on transgender people’s access to services and experiences of discrimination.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law would take effect immediately, provided that the commissioner of DOHMH would take actions, including the promulgation of rules, as are necessary for timely implementation of the local law prior to the effective date. This local law would expire, be deemed repealed, and cease to be of force and effect after December 31, 2018. 

FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 2016


FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT:

	

	

Effective FY15

	
FY Succeeding
Effective FY16
	
Full Fiscal
Impact FY15


	
Revenues 
	
$0
	
$0
	
$0

	
Expenditures 
	$0
	$0
	$0

	
Net
	
$0
	
$0
	
$0




IMPACT ON REVENUES:  It is anticipated that there would be no impact on revenues resulting from this legislation.  
IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is anticipated that there would be no impact on expenditures resulting from this legislation as DOHMH will utilize existing resources. 
SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS:  N/A

SOURCE OF INFORMATION:     New York City Council Finance Division 

ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:   Crilhien R. Francisco, Senior Legislative Financial Analyst
		
ESTIMATED REVIEWED BY:   Regina Poreda Ryan, Deputy Director, New York City Council Finance Division	
           Rebecca Chasan, Assistant Counsel, New York City Council Finance Division
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: This legislation was introduced to the Council as Int. No. 492 on October 7, 2014 and referred to the Committee on Health. The Committee on Health held a hearing on Int. No. 492 on November 10, 2014 and the legislation was laid over. Subsequently, the legislation was amended and the amended version, Proposed Int. No.492-A will be voted on by the Committee on Health Committee on December 5, 2014. Upon successful vote by the Committee, Proposed Int. No. 492-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on December 8, 2014.
DATE PREPARED:  December 8, 2014
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