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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: We're here to

          3  honor Carmine Tenga, who is a remarkable individual.

          4  I actually served for a brief period of time as

          5  Deputy Superintendent in the State Banking

          6  Department from 1983 to '87, but Carmine actually

          7  served for 28 years in the New York State Banking

          8  Department. He started out as a bank examiner, he

          9  rose to the position of Deputy Superintendent, and

         10  he was actually Acting Superintendent of Bank for a

         11  period of time as well, and from the Banking

         12  Department, he retired from there and went on to be

         13  the President and CEO of the Cross County Federal

         14  Savings Bank. He is now retiring from Cross County

         15  Federal Saving, and I understand today is also his

         16  70th birthday. So, happy birthday, Carmine. And he's

         17  been joined by his wife Joyce. So can you come up,

         18  both of you?

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: And we'll ask the

         20  clerk to read the proclamation.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

         22  New York, Proclamation.

         23                 The Council of the City of New York

         24  is pleased and proud to join with the members of the

         25  New York State Banking community as it comes
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          2  together this day to honor Carmine M. Tenga,

          3  President and CEO of Cross County Federal Savings on

          4  the occasion of his retirement; and

          5                 Whereas: New York City is a community

          6  made great through the selfless dedication of its

          7  resident who by professional dedication or voluntary

          8  civic and philanthropic involvement have striven

          9  mightily to enhance all that this great city offers;

         10  and

         11                 Whereas: The Banking Industry of the

         12  State of New York has been enhanced these many years

         13  due to the keen insight and professional demeanor

         14  brought to it by Carmine M. Tenga, who in his

         15  multiple capacities as Deputy Superintendent of

         16  Banks, Acting Superintendent of Banks has created a

         17  model of leadership and service that has emerged as

         18  a hallmark of this department; and

         19                 Whereas: Based upon Carmen M. Tenga's

         20  unique skills and leadership ability, he has been

         21  called upon by members of his profession to create

         22  effective training components for bank examiners and

         23  in his service as Principal Bank Examiner has

         24  created and administered statewide training programs

         25  for both neophyte and experienced bank examiners;
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          2  and

          3                 Whereas: In his post regulatory

          4  experience, Carmen M. Tenga has been recognized by

          5  members of the banking community for his

          6  professionalism and extensive operational knowledge

          7  of the state's banking system and has been called to

          8  serve in such diverse positions as Member of the

          9  Board of Directors of the North Side Savings Bank,

         10  Consultant to North Fork Bank Loan Review Department

         11  and Consultant to the Federal Deposit Insurance

         12  Corporation.

         13                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         14  City of New York most gratefully honors CARMINE J.

         15  TENGA for his sterling contribution to the city of

         16  New York, and joins with his colleagues in

         17  celebrating the good will he has generated these

         18  many years.

         19                 Signed this 26th day of March in the

         20  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         21  for the Entire Council; David I. Weprin, Council

         22  Member, 3rd District, Queens.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Mr. Tenga,

         24  we're grateful for all of your service to the City

         25  and we'd love it if you would share a few words with
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          2  us.

          3                 MR. TENGA: It's an honor today,

          4  particularly on my birthday, which happens to have

          5  come on the same day that the award on my birthday,

          6  but it's been a privilege all of these years to be

          7  working in New York, certainly the greatest City in

          8  the world, and it's a pleasure to stay here as a

          9  resident of the City, and I thank my friends here at

         10  the Chamber for what they've done, and all of you

         11  for being here.

         12                 Thank you, again.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         14  Congratulations.

         15                 I know Council Member Barron has a

         16  couple of special guests who we're going to be

         17  honoring today. If we could have Council Member

         18  Barron come forward?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         20  much. I am honored today, and we want to have her

         21  colleagues and supporters to come up, as well, Norma

         22  Cirino is a very important member of the East New

         23  York community. She has done such great work in the

         24  Department of Probation, particularly in East New

         25  York in Operation Shield. We are so honored that she
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          2  works with some of the toughest elements in our

          3  community and gains the respect.

          4                 In addition to gaining respect, she

          5  does a lot of family days and community activities

          6  in East New York, and we are just so honored to have

          7  her as a part of our community as we honor her

          8  today.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

         10  Member Barron, and we'd love for the clerk to read

         11  the proclamation.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: City of New York,

         13  City Council Proclamation.

         14                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         15  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         16  friends and distinguished community members in

         17  honoring the works, accomplishments and achievements

         18  of Ms. Norma Cirino, the Queen of Family Day

         19  Olympics; and

         20                 Whereas: March, being Women's History

         21  Month, is a time when we honor the important

         22  contributions women have made to our country; it is

         23  a time when we remember, with special gratitude, the

         24  strength of the female spirit and the great gifts

         25  that women bring to all aspects of our national
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          2  life; it is also a time to celebrate and honor those

          3  women of singular vision and accomplishment who have

          4  enriched our City; and

          5                 Whereas: Today, we honor Ms. Cirino,

          6  a much beloved figure in the community who

          7  exemplifies all that is best in people. A five year

          8  veteran of the New York City Department of

          9  Probation, Ms. Cirino is a woman of exceptional

         10  depth and dimension who has made an unforgettable

         11  mark in the East New York Community where she was

         12  born and raised. In 2000, she conceived and

         13  developed the Family Day Olympics, a day of Olympic

         14  style competition that brings members of the law

         15  enforcement community and neighborhood residents

         16  together for the chance to interact with each other

         17  in a social setting; and

         18                 Whereas: Norma Cirino has been a

         19  great benefactor to her community and has dedicated

         20  herself to improving the lives of hundreds, if not

         21  thousands of residents. She is known as a tireless

         22  community advocate who is always willing to extend

         23  herself, regardless of condition or circumstance.

         24  Through her stellar efforts and her generous

         25  referrals, literally hundreds of East New York
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          2  residents have received employment, health services

          3  and educational opportunities; and

          4                 Whereas: Ms. Cirino is truly devoted

          5  to our children and has organized and developed a

          6  number of community based, public safety initiatives

          7  that have bridged what at times is the widening gap

          8  between teens and law enforcement officials. Her

          9  efforts have brought about a reduction in gang

         10  violence and juvenile prostitution, among others;

         11  and

         12                 Whereas: In our City that derives so

         13  much of its strength from its many citizens, we are

         14  fortunate to call Norma Cirino one of our own, her

         15  achievements have richly benefitted the Brooklyn

         16  community and have made a qualitative difference in

         17  numerous lives, for which this body is truly

         18  grateful, now, therefore

         19                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York honors NORMA CIRINO for her

         21  outstanding contributions to the City and the

         22  community.

         23                 Signed this 26th day of March in the

         24  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         25  for the Entire Council; Charles Barron, Council
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          2  Member Member, 42nd District, Brooklyn.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Norma, we're so glad

          4  that you're here with us and we're very, very

          5  honored, and we would be very appreciative if you

          6  would say a few words.

          7                 MS. CIRINO: Thank you, everyone. I

          8  was born and raised in East New York, so that's

          9  where my heart is at.

         10                 I want to thank all my colleagues for

         11  coming, my boyfriend for coming, for being here with

         12  me, and you, Speaker, thank you so much. Charles,

         13  thank you.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations.

         15  Thank you.

         16                 And Council Member Barron I know has

         17  another special guest, and we're all so grateful

         18  that they're here. Council Member Barron.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         20  much. The Sons and Daughters of Jamaica, will you

         21  come forward?

         22                 And I know all of my Caribbean

         23  colleagues are going to be upset with me, because

         24  I'm an African American and I took over the honoring

         25  of our Caribbean people. Dr. Kendall Stewart is
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          2  here, so that's what's so great about this country

          3  and this Council, and we've got all kinds of stuff

          4  up here.

          5                 But we're very, very honored today

          6  for the great service in our community and to making

          7  that linkage, that pan-African linkage, all of us

          8  being of African ancestry, the work that they have

          9  done in our communities to forge ahead on very, very

         10  important issues that affect all of our communities,

         11  whether we're from the Americas or the Caribbean or

         12  Africa, we honor you today and we'll have the clerk

         13  --

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the Clerk could

         15  read the proclamation.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         17  of New York, Proclamation.

         18                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         19  New York is proud and pleased to honor the works,

         20  achievements and mission of the Sons and Daughters

         21  of Jamaica, an organization that has truly

         22  distinguished itself for its many contributions to

         23  the life of the community; and

         24                 Whereas: Founded in 1997, Sons and

         25  Daughters of Jamaica, Inc. has committed itself
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          2  wholly to improving the quality of life for

          3  Jamaicans and Jamaican-Americans both in Jamaica and

          4  in the New York area; it has been a stalwart in the

          5  community and has been a model of civic virtue and

          6  neighborhood pride; and

          7                 Whereas: Sons and Daughters of

          8  Jamaica is a cultural and community based

          9  not-for-profit organization.  Its mission is to

         10  build greater social unity and acceptance of diverse

         11  cultures through positive events that promote

         12  cross-cultural exchange and understanding amongst

         13  Jamaicans and other communities; and

         14                 Whereas: Sons and Daughters of

         15  Jamaica has created philanthropic programs that

         16  support those in need; it has donated thousands of

         17  books, school supplies and musical instruments to

         18  schools in Jamaica, and has provided a special

         19  scholarship fund for exceptional students of St.

         20  Michael's Primary School in Kingston; and

         21                 Whereas: Sons and Daughters of

         22  Jamaica has also been a staunch and unfailing

         23  advocate for immigrants' rights in New York, and has

         24  provided assistance and encouragement to Jamaicans

         25  seeking to become citizens; and

                                                            14

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Whereas: In addition to its

          3  considerable charitable and public service work,

          4  Sons and Daughters of Jamaica also offers and

          5  supports many cultural activities and programs,

          6  including the Black History Month Celebration at

          7  Medgar Evers College, the Labor Day Parade, and the

          8  International Immigrant Foundation Parade; and

          9                 Whereas: Sons and Daughters of

         10  Jamaica, Inc. is an asset and a friend to the

         11  community and to the people of New York; now,

         12  therefore

         13                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         14  City of New York honors SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF

         15  JAMAICA for all it has given to the community.

         16                 Signed this 26th day of March in the

         17  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         18  for the Entire Council; Charles Barron, Council

         19  Member, 42nd District, Brooklyn.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you for being

         21  with us, and thank you for all of your service to

         22  our City and we'd love it if you would say a few

         23  words.

         24                 PARTICIPANT: I'd like to give this

         25  proclamation to Council Member Charles Barron, and I
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          2  would just like to read from it.

          3                 It says, "The Africans Pledge" And I

          4  quote, "We should never forget the ultimate

          5  sacrifices our ancestors made on our behalf.

          6                 We should stand strong in the love of

          7  ourselves, our children, and our mother land, in our

          8  firm belief that our destiny is in our hands and we

          9  can accomplish what we will."

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you so

         11  much. Thank you.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, at this time,

         13  Council Member Recchia is here and we have another

         14  group that we're honoring.

         15                 Council Member Recchia, thank you for

         16  bringing these great New Yorkers down to City Hall.

         17                 Domenic.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: All right,

         19  Mr. Speaker.

         20                 Come on in, Mr. Fuchs.

         21                 Can we have some more of the

         22  children? Stand over here.

         23                 Mr. Fuchs, this is the Speaker

         24  Gifford Miller, Mr. Fuchs, the coach. This is the

         25  Boody Junior High School Chess Team. They won the
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          2  national championships and their great chess players

          3  under the leadership of Mr. Fuchs, and I wish you

          4  the best of luck and we're honoring you today.

          5                 And the Speaker would like to say a

          6  few words.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, we're just very

          8  grateful that you're here and appreciative for all

          9  you've accomplished for the City, and we'd like the

         10  clerk to read the proclamation.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         12  of New York, Proclamation.

         13                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         14  New York is proud and pleased to honor those

         15  individuals whose achievements and contributions to

         16  the life of the community and the City of New York

         17  have been particularly distinguished; and

         18                 Whereas: David A. Boody Junior High

         19  School, located at Avenue S and West 4th Street in

         20  Brooklyn, has enriched the lives of students of

         21  almost every ethnic group, and this diversity has

         22  enhanced the education of every student; and

         23                 Whereas: Today we honor a particular

         24  group of young men whose skills and talent have

         25  added luster to the school's already solid
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          2  reputation as a training ground for future chess

          3  masters; and

          4                 Whereas: Today, we honor a particular

          5  group of young member whose skills and talent have

          6  added luster to the school's already solid

          7  reputation as a training ground for future chess

          8  masters; and

          9                 Whereas: David A. Boody's Chess Team

         10  IS 228K recently made news when, under the

         11  experience and expertise of Coach Bruce Fuchs, it

         12  won the New York City Junior High School chess

         13  championship; and

         14                 Whereas: Over the last few years,

         15  Chess Team 228K has gone quietly about its business,

         16  building an impressive record of accomplishment and

         17  competitive success. It won the NYC Chess

         18  Championship for three years straight beginning in

         19  1997; it won the New York State Championship in 1998

         20  and 1999; it was number 1 in the Bug House

         21  Competition and has countless other wins to its

         22  credit; and

         23                 Whereas: Led by budding chess masters

         24  Alex Lendernman and Alexandr Pelekhaty, and with

         25  important contributions by Arkadily Ekshtat and
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          2  Thomas Spontak, IS 228K has gone on to become the

          3  standard against which all other teams are measured;

          4  and

          5                 Whereas: The student chess masters of

          6  David A. Boody High Schools have demonstrated what

          7  can be accomplished with commitment, intelligence

          8  and a tremendous amount of focus; they have truly

          9  distinguished themselves as great competitors and

         10  will undoubtedly achieve greater and greater success

         11  in life; now, therefore

         12                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         13  City of New York honors DAVID A. BOODY CHESS TEAM,

         14  I.S. 228K and congratulates it on its many fine

         15  accomplishments.

         16                 Signed this 26th day of March in the

         17  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         18  for the Entire Council; Domenic M. Recchia, Jr.

         19  Council Member, 47th District, in Brooklyn.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, I think all my

         21  colleagues join me in saying how proud we are of

         22  your accomplishments, and Mr. Fuchs, would you like

         23  to say just a few words on behalf of the group?

         24                 MR. FUCHS: Well, it's really the kids

         25  that do the hard work, and they are amazing. And
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          2  this year we have a great shot at winning the

          3  nationals again, so we're going to give it our best.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Good luck to you.

          5  Congratulations. Thank you for being here.

          6                 Okay, we're going to take a short

          7  break from the meeting for a moment and ask my

          8  colleagues to join me for a press conference on the

          9  steps of City Hall at this point to ask the federal

         10  government to provide the City of New York with the

         11  federal money to support our anti-terrorism efforts

         12  at this time of great difficulty for our City and

         13  for our country.

         14                 (Recess taken.)

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: If Tracy can come up?

         16  Tracy has to do things her way.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Good

         18  afternoon, colleagues and distinguished guests.

         19                 At the last Stated Meeting we had the

         20  honor of honoring a great woman, Ms. Debbie Wright,

         21  in the spirit of Women's History Month. Today I

         22  continue this process with two women who are

         23  phenomenal and revolutionized theater.

         24                 These women are incredible

         25  playwrights and actresses. They have for decades
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          2  provided unique perspective and interpretations of

          3  plays that have allowed us to see women as heroine

          4  with strength and conviction. Their portraits of

          5  black women on stage, in films and on television has

          6  served to shatter negative stereotypes of black

          7  women. It is a privilege, ladies, to present to you,

          8  and gentlemen, Ruby Dee and Micki Grant.

          9                 We know Ms. Dee in her roles, her

         10  leading roles in both plays On Broadway and Off,

         11  including, A Raisin in the Sun and Last Dance for

         12  Sybil, which was written especially for her by her

         13  mate of 50 years, Mr. Ossie Davis.

         14                 She appeared in several films,

         15  including Having A Say, and Do The Right Thing and

         16  she won an emmy in Decoration Day.  Ms. Dee is an

         17  accomplished author, having written two books, My

         18  One Good Nerve and an autobiography with her husband

         19  titled Ossie and Ruby.

         20                 Ms. Micki Grant was the first African

         21  American woman to be contracted for a soap opera

         22  which she played "Peggy Nolan" on NBC's Another

         23  World for seven years.

         24                 She wrote, composed and starred in

         25  Don't Bother Me, I Can't Cope, a Broadway hit that
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          2  was nominated for five Tony Awards, and for which

          3  she was the first woman to receive a Grammy for the

          4  best score of original cast album.

          5                 Mrs. Grant went on to receive another

          6  nomination for Your Arms Are Too Short To Box With

          7  God, performed a two-year national tour of Having

          8  Our Say with her award-winning performance as "Ms.

          9  Delanie."

         10                 Before we read this proclamation, I

         11  just want to thank Ms. Ruby Dee and Ms. Micki Grant

         12  for their contributions as they have made women, not

         13  just in New York but in this country, and they are

         14  outstanding in the arts and performing arts.

         15                 Thank you, both, ladies, for coming,

         16  as we celebrate March as Women's History Month.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Tracy. And

         18  if we could ask the Clerk to read the proclamation.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         20  of New York, Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas the Council of the City of

         22  New York is pleased and proud to honor Ruby Dee for

         23  her exceptional contributions to culture; and

         24                 Whereas: March being Women's History

         25  Month, is a time to celebrate and proudly extol the
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          2  professional and artistic contributions of all

          3  women; it is also a time to reflect on the African

          4  American female experience, a time when we honor and

          5  remember with special gratitude, the many

          6  illustrious achievements and contributions that

          7  women of color have made to all aspects of our

          8  national life, and

          9                 Whereas: Today we honor Ruby Dee, the

         10  esteemed and celebrated stage, film and TV actress

         11  whose petite stature and genteel manner often mask

         12  her characters' inner strength and determination, a

         13  woman who has entertained and educated generations

         14  of film, television and theater audiences; and also

         15  known as a published novelist, poet, newspaper

         16  columnist, and has been a longtime activist in the

         17  civil rights movement; and

         18                 Whereas: Ruby Dee came out of the

         19  famed American Negro Theatre in Harlem with such

         20  colleagues as Sidney Poitier and Harry Belafonte

         21  with whom she has often worked. She first appeared

         22  with future husband and frequent co-star Ossie Davis

         23  (they married in 1948) in the Broadway production

         24  "Jeb" (1946) and subsequently won acclaim on

         25  Broadway as Ruth Younger, the quiet, supportive wife
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          2  in Lorraine Hnasberry's ground-breaking family drama

          3  "A Raisin in the Sun" (1959); and

          4                 Whereas: Ruby Dee may be best known

          5  to younger filmgoers for her work with director

          6  Spike Lee, turning in two very different yet equally

          7  riveting performances: Mother Sister, the prickly,

          8  stern neighborhood watchdog in "Do the Right Thing"

          9  (1989) and the soft-hearted mother of two very

         10  different sons - one a successful architect, the

         11  other a strung out junkie - in "Jungle Fever"

         12  (1991); and

         13                 Whereas: A respected and beloved

         14  elder in our community, Ruby Dee is a woman who

         15  embodies the very ideas of strength, character and

         16  love; she has provided us with an enduring legacy of

         17  accomplishment and is a role model, not only for

         18  Black actresses but for all women to follow and

         19  learn from; she has opened up our nation to greater

         20  expressions of cultural and artistic significance

         21  and it is with profound gratitude that we honor her

         22  today; now, therefore

         23                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         24  City of New York honors RUBY DEE for her remarkable

         25  artistic achievements.
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          2                 Signed this 26th day of March in the

          3  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          4  for the Entire Council; Tracy Boyland, Council

          5  Member 41st District, Brooklyn.

          6                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          7  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

          8  friends and members of the community on the occasion

          9  of Women's History Month in honor of Micki Grant for

         10  her outstanding contributions to culture; and

         11                 Whereas: March, being Women's History

         12  Month, is a time when we honor the important

         13  contributions women have made to our country; it is

         14  a time when we remember, with special gratitude, the

         15  strength of the female spirit and the great gifts

         16  that women bring to all aspects of our national

         17  life; it is also a time to celebrate and honor those

         18  women of singular vision and accomplishment who have

         19  enriched our City; and

         20                 Whereas: Micki Grant is one such

         21  individual: Ms. Grant is a true cultural benefactor

         22  who has bestowed a significant artistic legacy upon

         23  our great City and nation; in addition to being an

         24  accomplished stage, television and film actress, she

         25  is an award winning composer, lyricist and
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          2  playwright; and

          3                 Whereas: As an actress, Ms. Grant has

          4  performed on and off Broadway and in regional

          5  theatres around the country. She became the first

          6  African-American contract player on a Soap Opera

          7  when she played attorney Peggy Nolan on NBC's

          8  "Another World" for seven years; and

          9                 Whereas: Ms. Grant has been the

         10  recipient of numerous awards, citations and high

         11  honors for her art and artistry, including an NAACP

         12  Image Award, an OBIE, a Drama Desk Award and an

         13  Outer Critics Circle Award; and

         14                 Whereas: Micki Grant is a woman of

         15  remarkable depth and dimension who has truly

         16  enriched our City with her accomplishments; it is

         17  with deep appreciation and a tremendous sense of

         18  gratitude that we honor her today; now, therefore

         19                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York honors MICKI GRANT for her

         21  outstanding contribution to culture.

         22                 Signed this 26th day of March in the

         23  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         24  for the Entire Council; Tracy Boyland Council

         25  Member, 41st District.

                                                            26

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so honored to

          3  have you with us today, and you honor us with your

          4  presence, and we would wonder if you would grace us

          5  with a few words?

          6                 MS. DEE: Thank you. I appreciate the

          7  New York City Council spending this time to so

          8  reward us in this way, and especially am I grateful

          9  for the Committee on Women's Affairs, that are

         10  Chaired by Mrs. Tracy Boyland. And this is an

         11  inspiration. It's a time, it's a time of

         12  acknowledging the importance of women in America and

         13  the City of New York. We have much work to do and we

         14  have to change attitudes about women in the work we

         15  do, we have to upgrade them. And I appreciate so

         16  much this acknowledgment.

         17                 MS. GRANT: Thank you very much,

         18  Gifford Miller, Tracy Boyland, and your Committee. I

         19  am deeply appreciative of this recognition today. I

         20  can truly say that I love this City because there is

         21  no City like this to do the kind of thing that I do,

         22  and I can say that throughout my career, especially

         23  when I'm writing, I've always tried to be

         24  entertaining and relevant at the same time. I don't

         25  think they're mutually exclusive.
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          2                 And these particular times I think

          3  the arts are so important, because the arts are the

          4  really truly humanizing and translatable thing that

          5  we do, the thing that draws people together across

          6  continents, and I think that's what we need more

          7  than ever today. And women have a special way of

          8  saying things like that. Thank you. Thank you so

          9  much.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, both, for

         11  making history, and we know you have much more

         12  history to make, so we appreciate your being part of

         13  this celebration of Women's History Month, and thank

         14  you for being here.

         15                 Okay, Council Member Recchia, if you

         16  could come forward.

         17                 Council Member Recchia has some very

         18  special guests that we're also honoring today. I'm

         19  very pleased that they could be here.

         20                 Council Member Recchia, thank you for

         21  bringing these special guests, and we'd like for you

         22  to introduce them to us.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Good

         24  afternoon. I would like to introduce to my

         25  colleagues in the City Council, the New York State
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          2  and the PSAL Basketball Champions of New York State

          3  Lincoln High School, led by their coach Mr. Martin.

          4                 I want everyone to know that this

          5  team has been excellent but they work extremely

          6  hard, and I'm proud to be their City Council member

          7  to represent them.

          8                 Also today we have with us

          9  representatives from the Public School Athletic

         10  League, Donald Douglas, Lori Benson, Roger Bondly.

         11  We have the Athletic Director from Lincoln High

         12  School, Renee Bade, and we have, of course, the

         13  leader of Lincoln High School, the Principal, Helene

         14  Hestling. Come on in. All right?

         15                 At this time it gives me great

         16  pleasure to introduce the coach of the high school

         17  team -- oh, let's read the proclamation.

         18                 Mr. Speaker, this is our Speaker, the

         19  leader of the City Council, Gifford Miller. A round

         20  of applause.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all for

         22  being here, and we'd like the Clerk to read the

         23  proclamation.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         25  of New York, Proclamation.
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          2                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          3  New York is proud and pleased to honor these

          4  individuals whose achievements and contributions to

          5  the life of the community and the City of New York

          6  have been particularly distinguished; and

          7                 Whereas: Lincoln High School located

          8  on the border of Brighton Beach and Coney Island

          9  boasts a diverse population of students; the High

         10  School has enriched the lives of students of almost

         11  every ethnic group, and this diversity has enhanced

         12  the education of every student; and

         13                 Whereas: Today, we honor all the

         14  student athletes on the Lincoln High School Boys

         15  Basketball team, a group of young men who, with

         16  great determination, focus and talent, have overcome

         17  numerous obstacles on their way to capturing the

         18  State Championship and solidifying their reputation

         19  as one of our City's finest teams; and

         20                 Whereas: The Basketball team at

         21  Lincoln High School last won the City Championship

         22  in 1995 and in the 2002 had 25 wins and only 5

         23  loses. This season the team finished with a

         24  remarkable 16-0 record in their division and

         25  exemplified the notion of excellence. The Team's
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          2  Coach, Dwayne Morton, played on this basketball team

          3  while he attended Lincoln High School. Coach Dwayne

          4  Morton was awarded the Daily News Coach of the Year

          5  and as well as the Black Coaches Association Coach

          6  of the Year; and

          7                 Whereas: The student players of the

          8  Lincoln High School Boys Basketball Team have

          9  demonstrated true grit, great heart and the

         10  competitive spirit of real champions; they have

         11  raised their overall level of play, have met each

         12  and every challenge head on, and will undoubtedly

         13  achieve greater and greater success in life, both on

         14  and off the court; now, therefore

         15                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         16  City of New York honors LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL

         17  BASKETBALL TEAM and recognizes the on-court

         18  excellence of Nyan Boateng, James Barrett, Deshawn

         19  Summers, Alseem Tucker, Aiouri Matasakov, Dominic

         20  Odei, Antonio Pena, Sebastian Telfair, James Dart

         21  and Stew Graddick.

         22                 Signed this 26th day of March in the

         23  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         24  for the Entire Council; Domenic Recchia, Council

         25  Member.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Gentlemen, we're all

          3  very, very proud of you and we thank you for being

          4  with us, and we'd love it if the coach would say a

          5  few words on behalf of the team.

          6                 COACH MARTIN: Oh, this is a pleasure

          7  to be here at this educational event today, and we

          8  want to thank our principal and our AD for helping

          9  us out this year. Thank you.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: And if the principal

         11  could say a few words as well.

         12                 PRINCIPAL: I want to thank everyone

         13  for honoring our team, and we at Lincoln are very

         14  proud of our young men. They worked very hard. They

         15  were undefeated this year, and I thought winning at

         16  the garden was a gift, well, winning upstate was

         17  even a bigger gift.

         18                 And, again, we're very proud of them

         19  and the school in general. Thank you.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Maybe

         21  we'll take these guys up to Albany so we can win in

         22  Albany as well. We've got a couple of matches up

         23  there we've got to take care of.

         24                 Gentlemen, thank you all.

         25  Congratulations. Thank you for being with us.
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          2                 My friends and colleagues, we are

          3  enormously pleased and honored that we have a truly

          4  great New Yorker who has joined us, Father O'Hare is

          5  here, if he could come forward.

          6                 But my colleagues, today we're

          7  honoring a fellow Fordham man, and a truly great New

          8  Yorker, Father Joseph O'Hare, who has for 15 years

          9  literally led the finest public finance system in

         10  the country, the Campaign Finance Board, among his

         11  many extraordinary contributions to the City, and he

         12  has finally done what sane people have been advising

         13  him to do for many, many years and that is take a

         14  break. But his extraordinary contributions literally

         15  formed a program that is considered by pretty much

         16  everybody in this country to be the model public

         17  financing, campaign finance program, in the country,

         18  and for which it was one of the Council's greatest

         19  accomplishments, but it could not have been done

         20  without Father O'Hare's leadership. It could not

         21  have been realized. And his extraordinary leadership

         22  is something for which this City will be grateful

         23  for for many decades. So, we have this opportunity

         24  to thank him for his extraordinary service, and I'd

         25  like the clerk to read the proclamation at this
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          2  point.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          4  of New York, Proclamation.

          5                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          6  New York is pleased and proud to join the family,

          7  friends and members of the community in honoring

          8  Rev. Joseph A. O'Hare on the occasion of his

          9  retirement as Chairman of the New York City Campaign

         10  Finance Board, and for his distinguished

         11  contributions to our City; and

         12                 Whereas: Today, we honor Reverend

         13  Joseph A. O'Hare, S.J., a man of exemplary character

         14  and ethics who has truly distinguished himself in

         15  service to our great City and whose contributions

         16  span across numerous social, educational and

         17  cultural registers; Father O'Hare was born in New

         18  York City on February 12th, 1931. After graduation

         19  from Regis High School in Manhattan, he entered the

         20  Society of Jesuits in 1948 and, 13 years later, was

         21  ordained a priest in the Fordham University Church

         22  in the Bronx; and

         23                 Whereas: Currently the President of

         24  Fordham University, Father O'Hare is a man of great

         25  depth and dimension who has enriched our nation on
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          2  many levels: He has served as chairman of the

          3  Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities; he

          4  is a former trustee of the Asia Society; he is Vice

          5  President of the Appeal of Conscience Foundation and

          6  is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.

          7  Prior to coming to Fordham in 1984, Father O'Hare

          8  had been editor-in-chief of America, the weekly

          9  journal of opinion published by Jesuits of the U.S.

         10  and Canada; and

         11                 Whereas: For close to two decades,

         12  Father Joseph O'Hare has also been a key figure in

         13  the civic affairs of New York City from 1986-1989,

         14  he served on the newly-established Mayor's committee

         15  on Appointments; he was also a member of the Charter

         16  Revision Commission of the City of New York and in

         17  1988, was appointed chairman of the Campaign Finance

         18  Board, a position from which he is retiring today;

         19  and

         20                 Whereas: A man committed to his

         21  heritage, Father O'Hare was named one of 50 "Stars

         22  of the Irish Diaspora" by the World of Hibernia

         23  Magazine and, in 1994 was named one of the top 100

         24  Irish Americans by Irish America Magazine. In all

         25  that he has done, Father Joseph O'Hare's compassion,
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          2  understanding and love towards people have shined

          3  through, he has enriched us with his presence and is

          4  worthy of the esteem of all New Yorkers; now,

          5  therefore

          6                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          7  City of New York most gratefully honors FATHER

          8  JOSEPH O'HARE, S.J. for his outstanding service to

          9  the City and the community.

         10                 Signed this 31st day of March in the

         11  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         12  for the Entire Council; Bill Perkins, Deputy

         13  Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th District,

         14  Manhattan.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: And I want to give

         16  the Chair of the Government Operations Committee,

         17  which oversees the Campaign Finance Board, as well

         18  as the Deputy Majority Leader, Bill Perkins, to join

         19  me in this proclamation, a chance to say a few

         20  words, if you will, Bill?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         22  very much, Mr. Speaker. I'm not going to take too

         23  long. I just want to ask Nicole Gordon and her staff

         24  to please come up here also, because, you know,

         25  while some of us were asking the Father to take a
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          2  break, others of us were asking Nicole to give us a

          3  break.

          4                 So, recently they did work with us,

          5  in terms of revising this masterpiece of legislative

          6  initiative on the part of this Council, this

          7  landmarked legislation that is a model for the rest

          8  of the world, and we want to extend our appreciation

          9  to them, as well as to Father O'Hare, for making New

         10  York so proud. Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Father, we truly are

         12  grateful for all of your service to the City, and we

         13  would be very honored if you would say a few words.

         14                 FATHER O'HARE: Thank you very much,

         15  Gifford.

         16                 We're looking forward to having you

         17  return full-time to Fordham Law School, but you have

         18  more important leadership things to do here. I want

         19  to thank the City Council for recognizing the

         20  Campaign Finance Board and I want to thank Bill

         21  Perkins in Particular for recognizing the staff of

         22  the Campaign Finance Board, who have over 15 years

         23  in my judgment, set a standard for City servants in

         24  every agency.

         25                 In particular, I want to commend

                                                            37

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Nicole Gordon. The first and best decision I made

          3  was to select Nicole as the Executive Director and

          4  Carole Campolo, who was with us from the very

          5  beginning, as was so many others here, including Ken

          6  O'Brien.

          7                 I also want to say on this occasion,

          8  though, that we owe so much to the City Council, not

          9  only because they were the architects of the law

         10  working with Mayor Ed Koch in 1988, but also because

         11  down through the years, not only helping us, or

         12  responding to our needs and design and strengthen

         13  the legislation, but on many times being our

         14  champions and those difficult battles about budgets,

         15  et cetera, which sometimes set one branch of

         16  government against the other.

         17                 In particular, Peter, I want to make

         18  sure you tell your Dad that we recognized Speaker

         19  Peter Vallone as the great architect of this piece

         20  of legislation, and as it's great to fetter down

         21  through the years. So, thank you very much.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Father.

         23                 And I do want to say that we think

         24  that your successor, Chris Schwartz, will do a

         25  terrific job, but I want to say that I think that
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          2  the fact that we could attract somebody of his

          3  calibur is testament to the leadership that you

          4  provided and the vision that you provided for how to

          5  get the Campaign Finance Board to be the preeminent

          6  public finance institution in the country. So, thank

          7  you so much.

          8                 FATHER O'HARE: Let me just say,

          9  Gifford, I want to also commend and thank Mayor

         10  Bloomberg and you, because I know the two of you

         11  made that appointment together, in picking someone

         12  of the stature of Fritz Schwartz to become Chair of

         13  the Campaign Finance, I don't think there's a finer

         14  public-minded citizen of New York that were

         15  available, and we're very pleased that he's going to

         16  take over and work Nicole Gordon and her staff even

         17  harder than I did.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Wow.

         19                 Okay, thank you very much. Thank you.

         20                 I'm going to turn the program over to

         21  Council Member Perkins right at this point, who has

         22  a very, very special presentation, and he is indeed

         23  the ringmaster.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Don't run.

         25  Giff, they want you to be a part of the act.
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          2                 My fellow members of the City

          3  Council, today please take your seats, you're about

          4  to have a treat, a treat that comes only once a

          5  year, unfortunately to the City of New York, but

          6  it's a treat that is well appreciated, well

          7  applauded throughout our City, one that I am very

          8  honored at this moment to welcome to the City

          9  Council Universoul Circus.

         10                 (Musical presentation.)

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  The

         12  UniverSoul Circus was created in 1994 by Cedric

         13  Walker and Cal Dupris. Cal Dupris grew up in Harlem

         14  in my district, as a matter of fact, in King Towers,

         15  and believe it or not went to school with my wife

         16  Pam. But I got luckier than he did.

         17                 Today the UniverSoul Circus is the

         18  only African-American owned and operated circus in

         19  the world. They are a truly amazing achievement, not

         20  only for the African American community, but for the

         21  City of New York, to have such an ambassador of

         22  goodwill and cheer, representing all of us

         23  throughout our City. We are honored as a Council, we

         24  are honored as a City, to pay our respects to the

         25  UniverSoul Circus.
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          2                 Would the clerk please read the

          3  proclamation?

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          5  of New York, Proclamation.

          6                 Whereas:  The Council of the City of

          7  New York is pleased and proud to honor the members

          8  of the UniverSoul Circus along with their President

          9  and Founder Mr. Cedric Walker on the occasion of

         10  their 10th anniversary; and

         11                 Whereas: We are a City made strong by

         12  the efforts of individuals and organizations who

         13  give exemplary service to the community, whether

         14  through participation in volunteer programs, through

         15  unique personal achievement in their professional or

         16  other endeavors, or through a lifetime of good

         17  citizenry; and

         18                 Whereas: Today, we honor Cedric

         19  Walker, a man who exemplifies all that is most

         20  noteworthy and admirable in our citizens: a powerful

         21  work ethnic; tremendous generosity and compassion;

         22  the development of one's spirit and talents to help

         23  others; and a belief in oneself and the confidence

         24  to overcome any obstacle and meet any challenge in

         25  order to achieve one's dream, regardless of
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          2  circumstance or condition; and

          3                 Whereas: Mr. Walker is the President

          4  and Founder of UniverSoul Circus, the only African

          5  American owned and operated circus in the world. The

          6  UniverSoul Circus is currently celebrating a decade

          7  of phenomenal growth, commitment to excellence and

          8  spectacular showmanship. As UniverSoul has grown and

          9  flourished over the years the company has remained

         10  passionate in its desire to provide audiences with

         11  world class entertainment, dazzling thousands

         12  throughout the Metropolitan area with the very best

         13  performers and performances imaginable; and

         14                 Whereas: The Circus features an

         15  exciting celebration of world culture, offering the

         16  music and artistry of African-American, Caribbean,

         17  African and South American cultures as well as

         18  non-traditional, multiethnic performers from around

         19  the world; and

         20                 Whereas: The New York Beacon has said

         21  that the UniverSoul Circus is more than just a

         22  family-fun filled event geared toward urban

         23  families, it also delivers positive educational

         24  messages and promotes strong, self-esteem building

         25  for our youth and adults alike; now, therefore
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          2                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          3  City of New York most gratefully honors THE

          4  UNIVERSOUL CIRCUS for its remarkable contribution to

          5  the cultural and entertainment life of our City.

          6                 Signed this 26th day of March in the

          7  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          8  for the Entire Council; Bill Perkins, Deputy

          9  Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th District,

         10  Manhattan; James Sanders, Jr., Council Member, 31st

         11  District, Queens; Robert Jackson, Council Member,

         12  7th District, Manhattan; Pedro Espada, Council

         13  Member, 18th District, in the Bronx.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         15  very much. I want to give you an opportunity to say

         16  a few words.

         17                 MR. WALKER: First of all, it's glad

         18  to be in the greatest City in the country,

         19  everybody, New York. And you Councilmen can do

         20  better than that. You argue louder than that on a

         21  given day. Come on, give a round of applause.

         22                 Well, it is our esteemed pleasure

         23  being in a City where we perform the longest on our

         24  tour date, my home, my family's home, and all my

         25  good friends are from high school. We enjoy, our
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          2  pleasure performing for New York City. We're

          3  presently in the Bronx -- Brooklyn, but we're going

          4  to spread our love to the Bronx, and next year we're

          5  going to try to get Queens, as well as Harlem, USA,

          6  itself. So, we're honored to be here. And right now

          7  I would like the drum line to clear out of the way,

          8  I brought a very special performance for the Council

          9  Chamber, and I'm going to advise all of you

         10  Councilpeople to watch this performance carefully

         11  because you guys need to do this every morning

         12  before you come here.

         13                 I want you all to put your hands

         14  together for our mystery clown.  Give him a round of

         15  applause, everybody. I taught him everything you're

         16  seeing here. What a move. Give him a round of

         17  applause. This guy has been doing this since he was

         18  a kid. They call this hand-balancing mix with

         19  contortionists, but he's basically doing nothing but

         20  balance on this particular act.

         21                 Many of you are looking at this like

         22  it's easy, but give him a round of applause. He

         23  worked all of his life for this. Yes. Look at there.

         24                 And we're going to have someone from

         25  the Council Chamber try this when he finishes.
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          2                 Gifford Miller. Where is Speaker

          3  Gifford Miller at? Please come forward, sir.

          4                 There we go. That's the one you got

          5  to do, right there. That's right. It's more like New

          6  York. We can go down, bend, show strength. Look at

          7  that, even hit the ground. There we go.

          8                 No more stand, we'll do the natural

          9  floor, and he'll do a Jean Claude VanDam split.

         10  That's all right. You got it.

         11                 In behalf of the young man from the

         12  20th Century Fox movie drum line, as well as give

         13  them a round of applause, everybody. And for the

         14  first time in America visiting New York City, our

         15  Brazilian Show Girls. Give them a round of applause,

         16  everybody. Hey. Oh, you want us to leave the show

         17  girls, right?

         18                 In behalf of the circus, and all of

         19  our performers and staff, I thank the Council

         20  members so much for this opportunity, and we look

         21  forward to doing this again next year, but doing

         22  more boroughs with the big top circus. Thank you so

         23  much.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Our Speaker

         25  wants to say a word, and then a word form the
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          2  Chairman of our Economic Development Committee.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, we're glad

          4  you're here, and we appreciate the performance. We

          5  can always learn a lot about balance and

          6  flexibility, and I'd like the Chair of the Economic

          7  Development Committee to say a few words.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Well,

          9  although our Speaker wanted to get out there and

         10  show that he actually could do those stretches also,

         11  we need him, in fact we're insisting that he not do

         12  that today because we need to work with this circus,

         13  this is part of economic development and good for

         14  the City in this time, and we really want to thank

         15  Councilman Perkins for arranging all of these

         16  things.

         17                 MR. WALKER: Thank you very much.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you for being

         19  here.

         20                 Okay, at this point we begin the

         21  business portion of the Stated Council Meeting.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Mr. Speaker,

         23  as a sign of US Brazilian goodwill, I say that we

         24  should pass a resolution to have the young ladies

         25  stay.
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE PERKINS:

          3  Please come to order, the Stated Meeting of March

          4  26th is about to begin.

          5                 Roll call.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Espada.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm here.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         15  present.

         16                 Please rise for the Invocation by

         17  Rabbi Jonathan Glass.

         18                 RABBI GLASS: Men and women of the

         19  City Council, once again war is raging in an area

         20  that from Biblical times has seen this type of

         21  conflict. It even seems that the players are often

         22  the same from generation to generation.

         23                 One might develop a sense of fatalism

         24  as to whether the human race will ever see an era of

         25  harmony for all people.
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          2                 Yet, often the seeds of progress are

          3  sewn surreptitiously and grown under the radar

          4  screen. It is my blessing, therefore, that as

          5  incredulous as it sounds we are somehow moving

          6  closer to that great time of peace. Let us never

          7  lose hope.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

          9  spread the Invocation, Council Member Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         11  Advocate, I move to spread the Invocation in full

         12  upon the record.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         15                 Council Member Stewart.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I move that

         17  the Stated Meeting of February 26th, 2003 be adopted

         18  as printed.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 482.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's been referred

         23  to General Welfare Committee.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 483.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Health.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 484.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Health.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          5  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 485.

          7  Communication from Board of Elections in the City of

          8  New York. Submitting the certification of election

          9  of Vincent J. Gentile, as the new Council Member for

         10  the 43rd Councilmanic District Kings County.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         12  printed and filed.

         13                 At this time I would like to ask the

         14  Deputy Majority Leader to accompany our new

         15  colleague Vincent J. Gentile, to the floor, so that

         16  he can take his oath of office formally.

         17                 Vinnie, come on in. Welcome.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: I, Vincent J.

         19  Gentile...

         20                 MR. GENTILE: I, Vincent J. Gentile...

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Do solemnly

         22  swear...

         23                 MR. GENTILE: Do solemnly swear...

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: That I will

         25  support the Constitution of the United States of
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          2  America...

          3                 MR. GENTILE: That I will support the

          4  Constitution of the United States of America...

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Constitution

          6  of the State of New York...

          7                 MR. GENTILE: The Constitution of the

          8  State of New York...

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Charter of the

         10  City of New York...

         11                 MR. GENTILE: The Charter of the City

         12  of New York...

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: And I will

         14  faithfully discharge the duties of...

         15                 MR. GENTILE: I will faithfully

         16  discharge the duties of...

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The office of

         18  Council Member 43rd District in Kings County...

         19                 MR. GENTILE: The office of Council

         20  Member, 43rd District, in Kings County...

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: To the best of my

         22  ability.

         23                 MR. GENTILE: To the best of my

         24  ability...

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: So help me God.
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          2                 MR. GENTILE: So help me God.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Vinnie, we're

          4  thrilled. Your colleagues are thrilled that you're

          5  here to join us, and we'd love it if you would say a

          6  few words.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

          8  Mr. Speaker, and I want to thank all my colleagues,

          9  and my family and everyone that joined me here

         10  today.

         11                 You know, when they first skipped

         12  over my name during the roll call, Council Member

         13  Gallagher asked me if there was going to be another

         14  recount. But I want to thank you all very, very

         15  much. And after that roller-coaster ride of an

         16  election, I've come to the conclusion that why win

         17  big?

         18                 If you could deal with the sleepless

         19  nights and the anxiety and the knots in the stomach,

         20  it's good for all of us, and I think even Council

         21  Member McMahon has some experience with that. But

         22  certainly I am pleased to be here.

         23                 I am also going to announce the

         24  formation with Council Member Espada and Council

         25  Member Seabrook of the Senate alumni caucus here in
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          2  the City Council.

          3                 I am so pleased. I am so pleased to

          4  be here, and whether we come from, any borough that

          5  we come from, we're all New Yorkers, we have a time

          6  of adversity, but the adversity and the diversity of

          7  our City makes us a stronger people and we are New

          8  Yorkers, and that's why we're going to survive.

          9  Thank you, all, very, very much.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         11  Congratulations.

         12                 Okay, we can resume the meeting and

         13  let you start voting. We have some suggestions.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Continuing the

         15  agenda.

         16                 M 486.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 487, through

         19  500 on the next page.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: All referred to the

         21  Committee on Transportation.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         23  and Communications.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         25  501.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          4  502.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          7  Call-Ups.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 503.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  call-up vote.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 504.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 505.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: And on a

         16  separate slip sheet, M 506.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  Call-Up vote.

         19                 At this time I ask the clerk to call

         20  the roll on all items coupled on the Call-Up Vote.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I pass.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         12  all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use is

         10  adopted by a vote of 49 in the affirmative, no

         11  abstentions and no negatives.

         12                 Communication from the Speaker.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we

         14  have a couple of special guests that I want to bring

         15  to the attention of all of you today.

         16                 First we're being visited today by

         17  Bill Brewer, the father of Council Member Gale

         18  Brewer, and the former Secretary of the National

         19  Oceanic and Aeronautic Administration, NOAA.

         20  Somebody who served our country in Washington, D.C.,

         21  and still is in Washington, D.C., we're glad he's

         22  here.

         23                 Secondly, in my ongoing efforts to

         24  make myself look older, I brought a speaker of the

         25  day today, Alex Hoffman, who is from PS 183, in my

                                                            62

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  district. Alex's parents showed the poor judgment to

          3  bid on a day with me for their parents' association

          4  and their poor son got stuck with the results. But

          5  we're glad he's here as well.

          6                 We're doing a number of important

          7  pieces of legislation on environmental issues that I

          8  bring to your attention, particularly measures which

          9  would improve the enforcement against water

         10  pollution measures that would protect trees, and

         11  measures that would ensure that the City purchase a

         12  more energy-efficient product, and, so, all of these

         13  are excellent measures that I bring to your

         14  attention, and commendation, and urge you to vote

         15  for. And at this point, I will end the Communication

         16  from the Speaker, except I do want to take one

         17  moment of personal privilege to again welcome Vince

         18  Gentile and Pedro Espada, our newest colleagues to

         19  the City Council, and say to you that we don't

         20  always have a circus here every day, so enjoy this

         21  while it lasts, but we are very happy that you're

         22  both with us, and look forward to working with you

         23  for many years to come.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion
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          2  of General Orders.

          3                 Council Member Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, I rise in

          5  support of Intro. 240-A, which I call the "tree

          6  protection bill." Intro. 240-A is a quality of life

          7  issue, both not only for my constituents but for the

          8  entire City of New York.

          9                 We are trying to rid a growing blight

         10  on the trees that enhance our community by those

         11  vendors or alleged activists who have taken it upon

         12  themselves to nail or staple to our trees whatever

         13  the current poster they're distributing.

         14                 Go into any neighborhood in the City

         15  of New York and you will see countless posters and

         16  flyers attached to trees advertising realty, weight

         17  loss programs, all sorts of music and an ongoing

         18  list of home repair services.

         19                 These entrepreneur/vandals have taken

         20  it upon themselves to utilize our City's trees as

         21  free advertising space.

         22                 In doing so they may permanently

         23  cause harm to our existing trees and create an

         24  ongoing eyesore in our communities.

         25                 The numbers of trees lining our
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          2  City's streets have rapidly been declining these

          3  many years.

          4                 The Parks Department now estimated in

          5  1978 that there was 700,000 trees, and in 1995 that

          6  number dwindled to 497,000 trees aligning streets.

          7                 With this growing depletion of trees,

          8  I urge my colleagues to support what would basically

          9  be doubling the fines of illegal postering for

         10  causing a permanent indentation through a nail or a

         11  staple on a tree which could cause permanent damage

         12  to that tree and it will double the fine for each

         13  and every violation.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you,

         18  Madam Chair.

         19                 I rise today to request support for

         20  the vote on Intro. 178-A, a local law in relation to

         21  defective trouble lights on for-hire vehicles and

         22  taxicabs, a bill that I have introduced.

         23                 This bill seeks to improve the safety

         24  of drivers of for-hire vehicles and taxicabs, while

         25  also making enforcement of rules governing trouble
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          2  lights more fair to drivers.

          3                 For-hire vehicles and taxicabs are

          4  equipped with trouble lights that drivers illuminate

          5  if they are in danger.

          6                 Currently if a TLC inspector finds

          7  that a trouble light on a for-hire vehicle or a

          8  taxicab is defective, the driver automatically

          9  receives a fine in this offense. But trouble lights

         10  like any other electrical system with a bulb could

         11  become defective at any time without a driver's

         12  notice or knowledge.

         13                 An automatic penalty is not only

         14  unfair, but it also encourages the driver to work

         15  without first repairing the trouble light in order

         16  to recoup his or her losses from the automatic

         17  fines.

         18                 The means of enforcement proposed by

         19  Intro. 178-A seeks in part to echo the spirit of

         20  laws governing headlight and tail light violations

         21  in cars.

         22                 Drivers have an opportunity to

         23  correct these violations before being penalized

         24  because defective lights are unpredictable.

         25                 I look forward to my colleagues in
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          2  joining me in support of this legislation that will

          3  result in both safer conditions and a more equitable

          4  system for drivers of for-hire vehicles and

          5  taxicabs. And I'd like to specifically thank Marcel

          6  and our Chair of the Transportation Committee John

          7  Liu for facilitating discussions with the

          8  Administration.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate. I rise today to speak about

         14  two bills that are coming out of my Committee, the

         15  Committee on Environmental Protection.

         16                 As the Speaker mentioned earlier, we

         17  will be doing some bills today relating to the

         18  environment in my Committee and other Committees.

         19  One of these bills have been sponsored by me. But

         20  let me talk about the ones sponsored by the Speaker

         21  first. Intro. 109-B, would require that the City use

         22  what many other cities around the country and the

         23  federal government and many other levels of

         24  government use as a matter of course which is

         25  rerefined motor oil. The City currently does not do
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          2  that. This is a bill that's been championed by the

          3  Speaker. I thank him for his leadership on it.

          4                 It's critically important that we

          5  conserve all of our natural resources, by using

          6  rerefined motor oil, instead of virgin motor oil.

          7                 We'll be saving a lot of oil. It

          8  takes 42 gallons of crude oil to make 2.5 quarts of

          9  motor oil. The same 2.5 quarts of motor oil can be

         10  made with only one gallon of rerefined oil. So this

         11  is a great step forward for the City.

         12                 We're going to have some problems

         13  with the Administration on this. They were not as

         14  compliant as I feel they should be.

         15                 I thank the Speaker for being very

         16  vigilant on this issue. I urge a yes vote, and urge

         17  us to conserve oil.

         18                 And also we'll be passing out, we'll

         19  be voting on Intro. 123-A, sponsored by myself. That

         20  would seek to increase the penalties of those that

         21  would foul our sewer systems and our waterways with

         22  pollution. Right now the penalties on the books are

         23  decades old, an amounts only a mere pittance, at a

         24  mere cost of doing business. By raising the fines

         25  against industries to up to $10,000 per day, it will
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          2  stop this practice.

          3                 I thank the Administration for their

          4  support of this. I also wish to thank the speaker

          5  and also the staff who worked so hard on these

          6  bills, Marcel Van Ooyen, Jeff Haberman, Donna

          7  DeCostanzo, Richard Colon, and my own Chief of Staff

          8  Lenny Spiro.

          9                 So, I urge a yes vote on 109-B and

         10  123-A. Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Nobody else?

         12                 Report of Special Committees.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         15  Standing Committees.

         16                 Reports of the Committee on

         17  Environmental Protection.

         18                 Intro. 109-B.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         20  under general order.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         22  Committee on Finance.

         23                 Preconsidered M 501 and companion

         24  Reso 777.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

                                                            69

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          4  502 and companion Reso 778.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          7  LU 396 and companion Reso 779.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         10  Committee on Land Use.

         11                 LU 323 and companion Reso 780.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 339 and

         15  companion Reso 781.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 342 and

         18  companion Reso 782.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 351 and

         21  companion Reso 783.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 352 and

         24  companion Reso 784.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 377 and

          3  companion Reso 785.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 380 and

          6  companion Reso 786.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: LU 381 and companion

          8  Reso 787.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 383 and

         10  companion Reso 788.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 389 and

         13  companion Reso 789.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         16  Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 123-A.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 178-A.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  General Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 240-A.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 377.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          4  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 At this point, if the clerk could

          8  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

          9  Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Madam

          8  Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to explain my

          9  vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Madam

         12  Advocate, I vote aye on all items, especially Intro.

         13  24-A, which I was proud to be a co-sponsor with

         14  along with Council Member David Weprin.

         15                 In my district, the Bushwick and the

         16  Cypress Hills communities that I represent are

         17  inundated with posters and items affixed to trees,

         18  such as the items that Council Member Weprin and I

         19  want to prevent in this legislation, and I think

         20  that with the fines doubling on this legislation, it

         21  will go far to rid the entire City of this problem,

         22  and I thank Chairman Weprin for his leadership.

         23  Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Madam Public

          4  Advocate --

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: You don't want

          7  to let me finish?

          8                 I'll get it straight.

          9                 Can I be excused to explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I vote aye on

         12  all, except on Intro. 248. I don't have a real

         13  problem with the law itself, but I do have a problem

         14  in general with the posting law that lays the

         15  responsibility of the fines on the business owners

         16  or whoever else is named on the poster when really,

         17  if they can find the person or entity doing the

         18  postering, they should be responsible to pay the

         19  fines.

         20                 Since that's not part of the law, I'm

         21  opposed to all of the postering laws. So, this has

         22  nothing to do with my colleague Mr. Weprin, or Mr.

         23  Dilan. I'm voting no on Intro. 248.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.

         12  Thanks to Council Member Provenzano for letting me

         13  use her microphone.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes to

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes to all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         11  today's general order calendar were adopted by a

         12  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         13  zero abstentions with the exception of Intro. 240-A,

         14  which was adopted with 49 in the affirmative, one

         15  negative.

         16                 Revised Land Use Call-Up vote,

         17  affirmative 50, negative zero.

         18                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         20  referred to the Committee as indicated on schedule.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         22  of Resolutions.

         23                 Council Member Nelson.

         24                 Council Member Gioia. Sorry, Council

         25  Member Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I just wanted to bring everyone's

          5  attention to the Resolution on the floor, Resolution

          6  652-A. It's a very important measure that we need

          7  the State Department of Environmental Conservation

          8  to give us what is known as increased stormwater

          9  restrictions in our East of Hudson watershed.

         10                 We've had some success with the State

         11  DEC in getting what we want when we call for them in

         12  resolutions. Hopefully we'll have that trend

         13  continue.

         14                 The State has just put in place a

         15  statewide stormwater permit program which applies to

         16  the whole state. But in our drinking water area, we

         17  need heightened stormwater protection, stormwater

         18  has been regarded as the new battleground for

         19  watershed protection.

         20                 As such, our watershed deserves all

         21  the protection that it can and should get, so I urge

         22  a yes vote on this very important resolution.

         23                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 I also --

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You only
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          2  have one minute. That's it.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: I also

          4  omitted during my last comment to thank the members

          5  of the Committee for Intro. 109-B and 123-A. I

          6  recognize their good service to the Committee and

          7  thank them for it.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Nobody else?

         10                 Okay, Resolutions. 652-A we're going

         11  to vote on.

         12                 All in favor say aye?

         13                 Opposed?

         14                 Resolution is adopted.

         15                 General Discussion.

         16                 Council Member Addabbo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 Good afternoon, colleagues. Today I

         20  ask you to join me in supporting Intro. 399. This

         21  piece of legislation is an important step in

         22  maintaining our City's, one of our City's most

         23  precious commodities and assets, our park land, and

         24  our park areas.

         25                 This bill would directly improve
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          2  neighborhood parks in allowing private citizens to

          3  adopt a portion of local parks with the

          4  understanding that all monies used in doing so would

          5  remain in that park.

          6                 I encourage all of you to sign on,

          7  please, to Intro. 399 to assist the Department of

          8  Parks and Recreation during these tough financial

          9  times.

         10                 I also want to remind everybody, I

         11  did place on your desk a lifeguard poster. Please

         12  post them, if you can, in a store or in your office,

         13  to make sure that the millions of people throughout

         14  our City who use our parks, pools and our beaches,

         15  the millions of people who use them in the most safe

         16  environment.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 Today Council Member McMahon, myself,

         23  and many other Council Members have introduced the

         24  resolution that very simply supports our troops.

         25                 Where everyone stands with regard to
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          2  the war in Iraq, something that I think we can all

          3  agree on, is the need to support our very brave men

          4  and women who have volunteered to go to Iraq and

          5  fight for our country.

          6                 These brave men and women volunteer

          7  for the armed services, and volunteer to risk their

          8  lives to fight for liberty, to fight for justice and

          9  to fight for democracy. These are values that all

         10  Americans hold dear. And these troops deserve our

         11  unwaivering support and appreciation.

         12                 I believe our entire City, Madam

         13  Public Advocate, is hoping and praying for their

         14  safe return and a quick resolution to the war in

         15  Iraq.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council Member.

         19                 Council Member Weprin.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, I rise

         21  and urge my colleagues to join me in cosponsoring

         22  Intro. 408.

         23                 This legislation empowers the

         24  Commissioner of the Department of Buildings to

         25  disapprove new building permit applications, if
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          2  applicants have outstanding building fines and

          3  penalties.

          4                 It has come to my attention by

          5  members of one of my local community board that

          6  property owners can apply for and obtain new

          7  construction permits from the Building Department,

          8  despite the fact that they owe fines and penalties

          9  to the City for past building violations.

         10                 Currently these fines and penalties

         11  from the Department of Buildings become liens

         12  against the property and remain until the property

         13  is sold.

         14                 Some of these violations could be for

         15  illegal construction, work without permits, illegal

         16  occupancy, work contrary to plans and could result

         17  in dangerous conditions.

         18                 It makes sense not to allow owners to

         19  obtain permits for additional work before all prior

         20  violations are paid and building inspectors can

         21  confirm that no illegal and dangerous conditions

         22  exist.

         23                 It can also be used to benefit the

         24  City to collect these outstanding fines.

         25                 The Department of Buildings is
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          2  pursuing legislation to with the State to allow

          3  building fines to stand alone for the purpose of tax

          4  lien sales.

          5                 Currently no building violations,

          6  fines or penalties can be part of a tax lien sale,

          7  if no property or water charges are part of that

          8  sale.

          9                 In the meantime the City could use

         10  this leverage to collect its outstanding Building

         11  Department fines and penalties, owners of property

         12  should not obey the law by not paying fines, and

         13  having the luxury of being granted new permits.

         14                 I urge my colleagues to join me in

         15  co-sponsoring Intro. 408.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 I rise, also, as my colleague Council

         21  Member Gioia did, to speak about and request support

         22  for Resolution 769, which quite simply I think sends

         23  the proper message from this body politic

         24  representing the greatest City in this country and

         25  the greatest City in the world, and that message is
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          2  simply that we New Yorkers, through the City

          3  Council, support, stand behind, pray for and do

          4  everything that we can to let the troops who are out

          5  in the armed services in the war against terrorism

          6  know that we support them, that we stand behind

          7  them, that we pray for their safe and speedy return.

          8                 I believe that the resolution we

          9  voted on two weeks ago sent the wrong message or at

         10  least it was perceived the wrong way. I believe that

         11  this resolution undoes that, I believe this

         12  resolution sends a very clear and unequivocal

         13  message, that the New York City Council supports,

         14  stands behind and is so proud of every man and woman

         15  who is wearing an American uniform, behind the

         16  American Flag, serving in the armed forces, just as

         17  so many other veterans have done before, and as

         18  those are doing now.

         19                 Winston Churchill during World War II

         20  talking about the flyers who flew in the battle of

         21  Britain said never before have so few owed so much

         22  --"never before have so many owed so much to so

         23  few." That was true then, it is true now. Every free

         24  society must acknowledge and realize the debt that

         25  is owed to the men and women in uniform, whether
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          2  it's the police officer, the firefighter, the

          3  Corrections Officer, or in the military that serves

          4  to protect us and that's the message that this

          5  resolution sends, and I urge all of my colleagues to

          6  join on it, and I urge the Speaker and Chairman

          7  Addabbo to move it through as quickly as possible.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Nelson.

         10                 Thank you, Council member.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 Yes, ditto to Council members Gioia

         14  and McMahon. And Reso 774, if I can draw my

         15  colleagues' attention to it. Many consumers are not

         16  aware of how the credit reporting industry operates

         17  and how data is collected and used.

         18                 While a consumer has access to their

         19  report, but they're paying for it, they may be

         20  charged a fee of approximately $8 to $15. This

         21  serves as a deterrent for people to review their

         22  report.

         23                 Reviewing a report is important to

         24  ensure the accuracy of the information and to guard

         25  against fraud. And further, right now, with all the

                                                            86

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  identity theft, it's particularly important. The law

          3  would be amended to add electronic mail also as an

          4  avenue, a consumer may request and receive a credit

          5  report annually.

          6                 So, look into Reso 774. It's very,

          7  very pro consumer.

          8                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Dilan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes, Madam

         12  Advocate. I rise to thank the 15 Council members who

         13  sponsored the resolution I introduced at the last

         14  Stated Meeting, Resolution 747.

         15                 This resolution requires the

         16  Department of Homeless Services to comply with the

         17  section of the Charter that states that the

         18  Department of Homeless Services must submit to the

         19  Speaker in this Council a five-year plan to

         20  eliminate homelessness on October 31st, and October

         21  21st, and it has not been done to date.

         22                 The Department is required annually

         23  to update the Council of this plan through that

         24  five-year period, and at the end of that five-year

         25  period, revise the plan.
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          2                 To date this Council and our Speaker

          3  do not have this plan, and we're asking the

          4  Department to simply provide the Council and the

          5  public with the transparency on placement of

          6  homeless facilities that the Charter Required.

          7                 The reason this request has come

          8  forward, because in Brooklyn and in the City in

          9  areas where industrial parks are, we have noticed a

         10  certain clustering of homeless facilities, and

         11  without proof of a Citywide plan of where these

         12  facilities are going, we cannot say that the

         13  Department is in violation in clustering these

         14  facilities all in certain neighborhoods.

         15                 So, we require them to submit this

         16  plan, and then, Madam Advocate, I also would like to

         17  state that yesterday I had the opportunity and the

         18  privilege, to sit in on Council Member Clarke's

         19  Committee for Fire and Criminal Justice Services,

         20  and I was pretty pleased to hear that Commissioner

         21  Scoppetta had stated to the Committee and the panel

         22  that he would be objective as possible in making

         23  sure that the eight firehouses slated for closure by

         24  the Blue Ribbon Commission would not be closed.

         25                 I thank Council Member Clarke for her
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          2  leadership, and all the other Council members who

          3  have been active in this issue, and I think that we

          4  certainly must do everything we can to prevent these

          5  firehouses from closing, and we definitely need to

          6  make sure that the Commissioner hears loud and clear

          7  that this Council will not accept it, and the public

          8  must know that within the Department, of a budget of

          9  a billion dollars, that they certainly can find $11

         10  million within their budget to cut without having to

         11  close firehouses and we urge him not to do so.

         12                 Thank you, Madam Advocate.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Clarke.

         15                 I think you were waving at someone,

         16  weren't you? You weren't putting up your hand. Okay,

         17  sorry.

         18                 Council Member Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate. I just want to call

         21  everyone's attention to a couple of Intros that I'm

         22  putting in today.

         23                 One is Intro. 404, which would bring

         24  some common sense for the time period that we use

         25  for setting water and sewer charges.

                                                            89

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 As everyone knows we finally adopt

          3  the budget in late June, but the Water Board sets

          4  water rates in May, and, so, what's been happening

          5  for many, many years is that the Water Board sets

          6  rates based on a budget proposal, not on the final

          7  adopted budget.

          8                 This is a practice that I think

          9  should certainly stop, that water rates should be

         10  set on the final budget, particularly this year when

         11  DEP's capital budget proposed, it started out at

         12  eight billion, now it's up to 16.5 billion, so

         13  there's going to be a lot of give and take back and

         14  forth on what the final budget for DEP is going to

         15  be. And setting rates in the middle of that

         16  discussion is just the wrong thing to do.

         17                 So, this has been put into the

         18  Finance Committee and I thank those people who have

         19  already signed on.

         20                 I understand that Council Member

         21  Weprin will be signing on as well, which is very

         22  good news. So, I urge people to support Intro. 404,

         23  and in addition Speaker Miller and myself have a

         24  water conservation package, that's three intros,

         25  Intro. 402, 403 and resolution 766, that call for
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          2  many things that we could be doing here in the City

          3  to make sure that we have another drought.

          4                 One thing is to plan drought,

          5  resistant trees and vegetation, to make sure that

          6  all the plumbing fixtures have low-flow fixtures.

          7  And we should call upon the federal government to

          8  have, to push and let local consumers know about the

          9  availability of home products that save water.

         10  Because when people have information on products

         11  that can save them water and therefore save them

         12  money, just like the Energy Star Program, we think

         13  this will save a lot of water as well.

         14                 So, Intro. 404, Intro. 402, Intro.

         15  403, and Resolution 766.

         16                 Thank you for your indulgence, Madam

         17  Public Advocate. Thanks to my colleagues.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         21  Madam Advocate.

         22                 I just want to agree with the

         23  statement of Council Member Dilan.

         24                 As Chairman of the General Welfare

         25  Committee, I share his concern that we still have
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          2  not received the kind of reporting we should have

          3  from the Administration relating to the situation of

          4  homelessness in our City, and I want to thank

          5  Council Member Dilan, in addition, for being one of

          6  the leaders in the fight to ensure that we have fair

          7  standards for how homeless shelters are placed

          8  around our City and for how we deal with those

          9  communities once a decision is made to place the

         10  shelter.

         11                 My staff has been in contact with the

         12  Department of Homeless Services in relation to

         13  getting these reports as quickly as possible. They

         14  are long overdue. I am hopeful the Administration

         15  will move quickly because it certainly is the kind

         16  of transparency that is I think particularly

         17  critical at this moment to our City for people who

         18  understand exactly what is being done to combat

         19  homelessness and to ensure fairness to our

         20  communities.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Davis.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate. Today I rise in the name of
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          2  my colleague, Councilman James Sanders. His nephew

          3  is fighting for this country right now in the armed

          4  forces. His nephew is Finazi Howell. I am the son of

          5  a World War II veteran, and the grandson of a World

          6  War I veteran.

          7                 Even though I, along with Council

          8  Member Sanders and others, we were clear against the

          9  war, I didn't want America to go to war, felt it was

         10  too soon, but nonetheless, our children are over

         11  there, and I certainly wanted to acknowledge

         12  Councilman James Sanders' nephew and he comes from a

         13  whole host of individuals who had fought for this

         14  country and shed blood for this country.

         15                 So, Councilman James Sanders, our

         16  prayers are with you, and I'm sure I speak on behalf

         17  of the Council in this City of New York, our prayers

         18  are with your nephew Finazi Howell. Thank you very

         19  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Sanders.

         22                 I, of course, want to thank my

         23  colleague Councilman Davis, and of course, as a

         24  veteran I have to applaud Councilman Gioia and

         25  Councilman McMahon for Resolution 769. Of course my
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          2  nephew, as you have heard, is in Iraq right now. We

          3  have not heard from him, but that's not unusual.

          4                 I'm a former USMC Marine Corps. I'm a

          5  grunt, I'm one of the ground pounders, one of the

          6  people who actually did era. I'm from the 1st Marine

          7  Division, which is the most decorated Marine Corps

          8  Division that there is at this moment.

          9                 But I also have to say that the sense

         10  is an American value, that people can disagree with

         11  the idea of going to war, and be no less democratic

         12  than the rest of anyone, that if we surrender these

         13  type of values, and I agree with you, my friends,

         14  the terrorists have won, and that we are no longer

         15  in America, you are now in Iraq.

         16                 So, I really encourage people, do not

         17  see it as simply just because one differs with the

         18  war, that one differs with democracy. There's the

         19  centers from Patrick Henry on, are upholding an

         20  American tradition, and my nephew is fighting for

         21  that tradition.

         22                 Thank you kindly.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 I want to mention that today we had a

          4  press conference talking about the fact that CBS is

          5  going to televise a master golf tournament at the

          6  Augusta Country Club, Golf Club, on April 10th, and

          7  we're protesting the fact that no women are allowed

          8  to join that club, and we are going to be in front

          9  of CBS at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday to continue the

         10  protest. So, I want to invite all my colleagues and

         11  hope that you'll support the resolution.

         12                 I also want to mention that Intro.

         13  400, I hope you join me, I hope that all of us who

         14  have apartments in our districts, note that we need

         15  to reinstate building-wide inspections.

         16                 We also need to be sure that tenants

         17  get copies of all inspections that are done in the

         18  building, and we have to always be sure that if an

         19  agency is in the building, and another agency is

         20  touring, that in fact the agency that is doing the

         21  inspection knows the other violations in the

         22  building.

         23                 Because as we go forward, our housing

         24  stock is aging, and tenants need to be sure that

         25  their rights are adhered to.
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          2                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

          3  Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 I just wanted to rise to thank my

          9  colleagues for supporting CUNY Day. This is a day

         10  where CUNY is out in strong numbers on campuses

         11  across the City fighting the tax hike, which is

         12  called a tuition hike on our CUNY students, and I

         13  want to thank my colleagues who was at breakfast

         14  with me this morning when I was honored by the CUNY

         15  faculty. I want to thank you all so much for your

         16  support of CUNY and let's continue to fight so that

         17  CUNY students don't pay the taxes but we should tax

         18  those who are affluent and rich and have it.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council member.

         22                 Nobody else? Meeting is adjourned.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 3:30 p.m.)
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