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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

          3  Stated Meeting of January 18th, 2006, come to order,

          4  please. All rise for the Pledge.

          5                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'm here next

         17  to the Thomas Jefferson statute. They changed my

         18  seat. Over here next to Thomas Jefferson. The slave

         19  holder.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

                                                            6

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark Viverito.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a roll

         17  call, Ma'am.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         19  present.

         20                 Invocation. All rise. To be delivered

         21  by Rabbi Philip Harris Singer.

         22                 RABBI HARRIS SINGER: Almighty God, we

         23  thank you for your patience, waiting for us to come

         24  now, and our supplicant voices and contrite hearts

         25  rise in prayer.
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          2                 Bless this assemblage, the Councilmen

          3  of the great heroic City of New York; bless

          4  Catherine C. Quinn (sic), the new Speaker of this

          5  Council; bless our dedicated Mayor, Michael R.

          6  Bloomberg;

          7                 inspire them, now the entrusted

          8  officers of the agencies of this City, to serve the

          9  inhabitants of our City with integrity and fairness;

         10  for the world today is too dangerous for anything

         11  but the truth; too small for anything but for good

         12  fellowship;

         13                 give them wisdom to guard our City,

         14  to provide security against terrorism, protection

         15  against the enemies who threaten, to ensure safety

         16  from crime, to avail for all good education and

         17  health, to enable all the opportunity to enjoy the

         18  privileges of our blessed United States, freedom and

         19  prosperity.

         20                 We are confident that we have chosen

         21  our finest public officials for our City. We pray

         22  that you fill their hearts with the ingredients for

         23  success. Direction and determination are the

         24  downpayment on the purchase of achievement.

         25                 When the roots of enthusiasm and
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          2  optimism sink deeply into the soil of our labors, we

          3  shall harvest the fruits of success.

          4                 May peace and harmony reign in our

          5  beloved City, our beautiful country, and all the

          6  world.

          7                 Amen.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Amen.

          9                 Motion to spread the invocation.

         10                 Council Member Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I make a

         12  motion to spread the Invocation in full upon the

         13  record, by Council Member Simcha Felder.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 Speaker Quinn.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         17                 I have, unfortunately, some sad news

         18  to start today's Stated Meeting with. Just before

         19  this Stated Meeting began we found out that Council

         20  Member Monserrate's sister, Diana Muriel, passed

         21  away after a six- or seven-month battle with cancer.

         22  She was only 37 years old and leaves behind two

         23  children. So, I would ask my colleagues to stand in

         24  a moment of silence for Diana Muriel, and to send

         25  our thoughts and prayers to Council Member
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          2  Monserrate and his family.

          3                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

          6  the Minutes.

          7                 Council Member Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Motion that

          9  the minutes of the Stated Council Meeting of

         10  November 30, 2005 be adopted as printed.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Sears, we would like to recognize you,

         13  please.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I request permission to be able to

         17  cast my vote on those issues that we will be voting

         18  on today. I vote aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         22  Papers from the Mayor.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: None.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:
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          2  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          5  and Communications.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          8  Call-Ups.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         11  Communication from the Speaker.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         13                 I'm proud today to name a leadership

         14  team and Committee Chairs who reflect the strength

         15  of the diversity of our City, and who will ensure

         16  that New Yorkers in every borough are well

         17  represented.

         18                 We have named a leadership team today

         19  that I believe is unmatched for its depth and

         20  breadth of experience and quality.

         21                 We've increased the number of women

         22  in leadership in heading committees from 13 in our

         23  last Council to 15. We've named 21 Council Members

         24  of color chairs of committees, including three

         25  committees that the Council's Black, Latino and
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          2  Asian Caucus identified as the most critical, our

          3  Education Committee, our Health Committee, and our

          4  Housing and Buildings Committee. And I think in an

          5  important moment of government, we've named our

          6  Minority Leader, a Republican, to chair and head a

          7  Council Committee, the Task Force on Oversight of

          8  the Department of Buildings. I think it will be

          9  special for everybody.

         10                 At the same time, the Council has

         11  already done more with less. We've expanded our

         12  leadership team and the number of full committees,

         13  while slightly lowering the overall stipend budget

         14  that the Council spends.

         15                 I look forward to working with all of

         16  my colleagues in the Council to effectively advocate

         17  for the people of the City of New York, and to

         18  fulfill our promise of tackling issues from the

         19  bottom up to improve the quality of life of New

         20  Yorkers in all five of our boroughs.

         21                 I also just want to add that the

         22  first committee hearing of our General Welfare

         23  Committee will be next Tuesday, the 31st of January,

         24  at 11:00 a.m. It is sadly going to have to focus on

         25  issues of oversight at the Administration for
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          2  Children's Services. I would encourage as many

          3  Council members, whether you're a member of the

          4  General Welfare Committee or not, to please support

          5  the Chair and the Council and come to that hearing

          6  on Tuesday the 31st at 11:00 a.m.

          7                 That concludes Communications from

          8  the Speaker.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         10  of General Orders.

         11                 Seeing nobody, Report of Special

         12  Committees.

         13                 Reports of Standing Committees.

         14                 Oh sorry, didn't answer.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Special

         16  Committees, none.

         17                 Standing Committees.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports on

         19  Standing Committees.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 6 and

         21  companion Reso Number 1. Robert Brian Tierney.

         22  Reappointment as a member of the New York City

         23  Landmarks Preservation Commission.

         24                 Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and
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          2  Elections.

          3                 Coupled on General Order. Sorry.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 7, and

          5  companion Reso Number 2. Elizabeth Ryan,

          6  reappointment as a member of the New York City

          7  Landmarks Preservation Commission.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Order.

         10                 We're rolling now.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution 3.

         12  New Standing Committees.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Orders.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 9.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         17  Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: New Committees

         19  of the Council.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: I'm getting ahead. I'm

         21  sorry.

         22                 Coupled on General Order.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         24  Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution,
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          2  Commissioner of Deeds.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders.

          5                 And at this point, I ask for a roll

          6  call on all the Coupled General Orders. Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair,

         17  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I rise today,

         20  my fellow colleagues, to announce my support for

         21  Council Member James Sanders.

         22                 I feel that he has been very

         23  progressive and supportive on issues in our

         24  communities, like the issues on the disparity study,

         25  issues on reparations, political prisoners, James
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          2  was there. On all of the issues that we dealt with

          3  around the workforce development, James was there.

          4  And I rise to say that I'm going to abstain on M 9,

          5  the Committee Chairs, because I believe that he

          6  should have kept his Chair in the Economic

          7  Development Committee. And I think we should have

          8  worked with him more as opposed to removing him from

          9  his chair.

         10                 So, I just rise because he has been

         11  consistent on progressive issues, affordable

         12  housing, education issues, James was there and

         13  progressive on all these issues, and I think he was

         14  deserving as keeping his chair.

         15                 And, so, for that, I'm going to

         16  abstain on M 9 and I say aye on all others.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye.

         19  And I just want to mention that at the Rules

         20  Committee today, there was a very good discussion

         21  regarding Landmarks Commission, and the fact of the

         22  matter is, I know we were kind of stalling, waiting

         23  for other matters, but the fact of the matter is,

         24  with ongoing discussion, I hope they will be

         25  similar, and as giving the public and certainly
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          2  giving all of us a sense of what goes on in an

          3  agency, and what should go on. I vote aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Would you

          6  pass, please.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I just want to

          9  rise today to congratulate Ms. Ryan and Mr. Tierney

         10  for being put back on Landmarks Preservation

         11  Commission. I think that the hearing today, which

         12  was my last hearing as the Chairman on Rules,

         13  Privileges and Elections, actually went long for two

         14  reasons: because there's a lot of concern about the

         15  way that landmarks are done in this town and how the

         16  Commission, which has actually progressed over the

         17  last four years, needs to be more transparent, and

         18  work with all communities in the City to ensure that

         19  landmarks are done in the way that the communities

         20  want, and also in a way to protect the interests of

         21  the owners.

         22                 But I primarily just wanted to rise

         23  to thank Speaker Quinn for asking me to be part of

         24  her leadership team, and continuing to have faith in

         25  me, and I hope to help her resolve every matter that

                                                            19

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  comes before this Council, and in doing my due

          3  diligence to be her support, as part of the

          4  Council's leadership that she has given me in this

          5  posting as a new Chair opportunity of the Committee

          6  on Consumer Affairs. As you know, Phil Reed was the

          7  prior chair and did excellent work, and I hope to be

          8  as close to as effective a chairman as he was. He

          9  was excellent on a lot of matters and I look forward

         10  to advocating for all members of the City as

         11  Consumer Affairs Chair.

         12                 I intend to pledge, and I have

         13  already pledged to the Speaker to help her make this

         14  puzzle work on behalf of all residents of this City.

         15                 I look forward to a proactive

         16  Council, one that will be ahead of the curve in

         17  dealing with the issues of the day. And I vote aye

         18  on all. Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: I want to say

         23  thank you for this opportunity to be a part of

         24  leadership. I pledge to work very hard to represent

         25  my district and the residents of the City of New
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          2  York.

          3                 I am also very pleased to see that as

          4  part of the main committees that where there were no

          5  persons of color, as Chairpersons, we now have

          6  three.

          7                 So, I'm very pleased to see that, and

          8  maybe in the future that three will become six.

          9                 So, I want to thank you. And yes on

         10  all counts.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Public

         17  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I would like

         20  to thank Speaker Quinn for recommending the Caucus

         21  -- you know, you give me a new seat and I'm all

         22  discombobulated.

         23                 Again, I want to thank Speaker Quinn

         24  for showing confidence in me and asking the Caucus,

         25  and thank the Caucus for showing faith in me and
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          2  elevating me to the leadership team of this Council,

          3  and I want to promise everyone that I will do my

          4  very best to fulfill the faith that you placed in

          5  me.

          6                 And I want to thank Speaker Quinn,

          7  the staff, for the excellent job over the last

          8  couple of weeks that they've had to do in putting

          9  together a balanced leadership team and

         10  chairmanships to this Council. It's not just ethnics

         11  and it's not just gender, but it's also geography.

         12  And I would remind those of you who remember what in

         13  Brooklyn we call "the debacle" four years ago when

         14  only five Brooklyn Council members were members of a

         15  chair of a standing committee of this Council, and

         16  none were in leadership positions, and none were on

         17  steering, that M 9 today will elevate 12 Brooklyn

         18  Council members to chairmanships of standing

         19  committees, two to the leadership team, and three to

         20  steering.

         21                 So, Brooklyn is definitely in the

         22  house, and I think that is important for all of us

         23  to know, and we appreciate and I thank the Speaker

         24  for that. I think it's very important. We in

         25  Brooklyn like to think of ourselves as an important
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          2  part of this City, and now we know that we're also

          3  an important part of this Council, and I vote aye on

          4  all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

         17  excused to briefly explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I just want to

         20  thank Speaker Quinn and my colleagues for the

         21  elevation, if you will, of the Lower Manhattan

         22  Committee to the level of a standing committee.

         23                 I want to underscore for all, but

         24  especially to the Governor, to the Mayor and to the

         25  Lower Manhattan Redevelopment Corporation that this
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          2  signifies that this Council as the people's branch,

          3  the legislative arm of government of the City of New

          4  York will play a forceful role in the revitalization

          5  and redevelopment of Lower Manhattan and that we

          6  will play a role to make sure that this

          7  redevelopment proceeds urgently and expeditiously

          8  without any more of the delay we have seen, and in a

          9  way which serves all of the people, all of the

         10  businesses, of Lower Manhattan and the entire City,

         11  we will rise downtown as we will rise together as

         12  one City united, and this change of the Committee's

         13  status signifies that.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I vote aye on

         17  all.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all, and

         25  congratulations to Councilwoman Arroyo, who became a
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          2  grandmother for the first time last Wednesday.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, can I explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I rise to speak

          8  on Commissioner Tierney's reappointment. I did

          9  support it in the Committee, I intend on supporting

         10  it on the floor. I look forward to the next few

         11  years, as became evident during the Rules Committee,

         12  I look forward in the next few years to working on

         13  other boroughs besides Manhattan, and also working

         14  on Manhattan, but having a clear outreach to the

         15  other boroughs in the City of New York to make sure

         16  that the historic districts that so are deserving to

         17  be landmarked are so. So, we look forward to that in

         18  the years to come.

         19                 We also look forward to having an

         20  open relationship and communication between the

         21  agency and the Council members of this body. We like

         22  to think of ourselves as a co-equal branch to the

         23  Mayor's Office, and in such we look forward to

         24  working with them. And to the Commission, hopefully

         25  creating some sort of way that we can have
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          2  communication, either a task force or a way for them

          3  to outreach into the Council when necessary in order

          4  to discuss the historic districts and the landmark

          5  designations. I appreciate that support from the

          6  Committee today as we had open discussion regarding

          7  his reappointment.

          8                 I vote aye on all. Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I just want

         11  to briefly explain my vote. I simply want to join in

         12  stating my pleasure at renomination or redesignation

         13  of Robert Tierney to the Landmark Commission. He has

         14  been most accessible, most responsive, and I'm

         15  delighted that he'll continue in that important

         16  post, and I think the length of the Rules Committee

         17  meeting today is only indicative of how important my

         18  colleagues feel landmarking in fact is, and I think

         19  that's a tribute to the members of this body. And I

         20  know that Chairman Tierney will continue to serve

         21  all of the City in that important position.

         22                 I withdraw my request and vote aye on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         10  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, I want to thank the Speaker, as an officer

         14  of the Black Latino Asian Caucus, for being

         15  sensitive to the issues that were brought up to her,

         16  and for listening and as a result, as she reported,

         17  some members of the Caucus are in some important

         18  committees that reflect high needs in our

         19  communities, such as housing, such as education and

         20  so forth, and I think this is the right direction

         21  and the right step in addressing many of the other

         22  issues that were brought.

         23                 Again, Madam Public Advocate, and

         24  Madam Speaker, we want to thank you for your

         25  open-door policy with the members of the Caucus.
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          2                 I vote aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you. I

         20  just wanted to continue my comments, as I mentioned

         21  in the Rules Committee. As the new Chair to the

         22  Rules Committee, I'd like to thank our Speaker for

         23  her trust in I as a member of the Rules Committee to

         24  be promoted as Chair.

         25                 I also want to congratulate my
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          2  colleagues. This is a new term for us and a new day

          3  for this Council, and I trust in all of us that we

          4  will work together to move forward the most

          5  important issues for the City of New York, for the

          6  people of New York. Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Public

          9  Advocate, permission to explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you.

         12                 My comments, of course, are not

         13  designed to disparage my successor. They are focused

         14  more on a process.

         15                 Were we in a meritocracy (phonetic),

         16  I would still be the Chair of Economic Development

         17  for our great City and the Council may look a little

         18  different, in terms of placement. Sadly, forces

         19  outside of this room have more power than they

         20  deserve and they have extracted their pound of

         21  flesh.

         22                 Be that as it may, I look forward to

         23  the opportunity to spend more time with my

         24  constituents, more time in the district, more time

         25  to work for the people who have sent me here. Since
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          2  my voting for these changes is very much akin to

          3  voting to cut my own throat, I must abstain. But I

          4  will conclude for the good people outside of this

          5  room with a German philosopher I once bumped into in

          6  my readings, his name was Frederick Nichze, and he

          7  of course said, "What doesn't kill me, makes me

          8  stronger."

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, may I please be excused to explain my

          5  vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I've been sort

          8  of grappling with today's proceedings, because like

          9  so many have observed, you know, there is a lot to

         10  be desired with how we communicate and interact with

         11  each other. I clearly understand the prerogative of

         12  the leadership of this body to make certain

         13  decisions on behalf of this body. My hope is that

         14  from this experience we evolve as a body to really

         15  recognize the value in one another's contributions.

         16  What one brings to the table, how one deports

         17  oneself as a member of this body, and respect that

         18  in one another. And that hopefully we will pass that

         19  on to another generation of Council members that

         20  will come after us, that will understand the

         21  significance of the work that we do on behalf of the

         22  people of the City of New York, and that outside

         23  forces and other concerns which really don't reflect

         24  who we are, don't become so overwhelming that in

         25  trying to appease so many, we continue to hurt one
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          2  another.

          3                 Having said that, I vote aye.

          4                 I want this statement also to be put

          5  into the context of understanding that I think we

          6  have an outstanding body. I think we have an

          7  outstanding Speaker here, and I hope that the

          8  promise of the prerogatives that were exacted today,

          9  that were put forth today, will strengthen us as a

         10  body to provide the best possible leadership on all

         11  of the issues that impact on the people of the City

         12  of New York.

         13                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Madam Public

         18  Advocate, if I can please be excused to explain my

         19  vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you.

         22                 First, I want to say thank you to all

         23  of my colleagues, and thank you to our Speaker. I am

         24  very glad that this part of the process is over.

         25                 Now, we get to do what we were
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          2  elected to do, and that's governing the City of New

          3  York. If we take a look at history, under Peter

          4  Vallone, Sr., he was able to make this body into a

          5  meaningful part of the establishment within the City

          6  of New York, but it was still in its beginning.

          7                 Under Gifford Miller we were able to

          8  start moving forward and bringing the Council to the

          9  forefront of the issues in the City of New York, and

         10  I do believe, and I'm prophetizing (sic) here, under

         11  our new Speaker Christine Quinn, what we're going to

         12  see is that the Council will be a more respected

         13  body in the City of New York, but in order to get

         14  that done, it's incumbent upon all of us members to

         15  really work together in unity, and really work in

         16  partnership with the leadership of the Council, to

         17  make sure that our issues under Education and

         18  Housing and Health Care and all the various issues

         19  become something that New York City residents and

         20  citizens understand that we have our grasp on. And I

         21  know with the team that you put together, Madam

         22  Speaker, we are definitely moving in the right

         23  direction. I want to thank you for your foresight,

         24  your fortitude and the commitment you have given to

         25  this Council and to the City.
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          2                 So, thank you very much, and as the

          3  new Chairman of the Health Committee, I want to let

          4  you know that I am humbled, I am honored and I will

          5  do everything I can to be just hopefully as good as

          6  you were as the former Health Chair.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 And I vote aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: I vote aye.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         12  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         13  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         14  zero abstentions, with the exception of M 9, which

         15  was adopted by a vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero

         16  negative, and two abstentions.

         17                 I'd just like to take a minute to

         18  please acknowledge Robin Fidler, who has been

         19  patiently sitting here, and look how lovely she is.

         20  And we're very happy to have you here, Robin. Oh,

         21  she happens to be Lew's wife.

         22                 Discussion of Resolutions.

         23                 I'm sorry, excuse me. Introduction

         24  and Reading of Bills.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: I just want to note

          3  for my colleagues that on your desk is a memo

          4  outlining the process on the reintroduction of

          5  bills. For new members, if you have questions,

          6  please touch base with the Chief of Staff's Office,

          7  we'll have somebody, one of our legislative lawyers

          8  assist you, explain the process.

          9                 Anyone else have any questions? Let

         10  us know also. Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         12  of Resolutions.

         13                 Resolutions.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         16  Discussion.

         17                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 First of all, I'd like to thank the

         21  Speaker for giving me the honor of continuing as the

         22  Chairman of the General Welfare Committee, and I'd

         23  like to also thank her for the focus she has already

         24  shown and has been showing for several days now on

         25  the issues confronting the children of our City,
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          2  particularly the Administration for Children's

          3  Services, and I think it will be a great benefit to

          4  this City that Speaker Quinn spent many years as a

          5  member of the General Welfare Committee involved in

          6  these issues. As the Speaker said, we're going to

          7  hold a hearing on January 31st to look at all

          8  aspects of this situation, an oversight hearing for

          9  ACS. The tragedy we saw in recent days was not the

         10  only tragedy recently, and we have to commit

         11  ourselves as a body to ensuring that we do not lose

         12  any more children, that we do not fail any more

         13  children.

         14                 I want to say that the Mayor and

         15  Commissioner Mattingly have admirably taken

         16  responsibility for this situation. They should be

         17  commended for that. I think both of them are trying

         18  very hard to fix this problem. We need to keep their

         19  feet to the fire in a number of ways. We have to

         20  look at the budget process and see how we can do

         21  better. We have to look at the policies and

         22  procedures of ACS. I will be introducing legislation

         23  calling for an independent review panel for ACS and

         24  calling for a monthly reporting system for ACS to

         25  provide this Council better information.
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          2                 I spoke earlier with Council Member

          3  Foster, I know she is looking at legislation to

          4  mandate a limit on the caseloads for ACS social

          5  workers. I think there's a lot we can do here,

          6  whether it's budget, whether it's policy, whether

          7  it's the process of training these workers and

          8  supervising them. We cannot rest until we find

          9  solutions, I think this Council has to be a big part

         10  of it.

         11                 I thank the Speaker for her focus and

         12  her support in this matter, and I urge all of my

         13  colleagues to join together to help protect the

         14  children of this City. Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         18  much.

         19                 I want to mention that at the last

         20  meeting of the General Welfare Committee, ironically

         21  we talked about this issue, in terms of ACS and

         22  oversight, and one of the issues that came out, and

         23  I'm glad that Council Member Palma will be looking

         24  at this, is the issue of substance abuse prevention

         25  and foster care and children's services. And there

                                                            37

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  has been a history in our City of foster care

          3  operating on one track, and substance abuse

          4  prevention operating on another. Ninety percent or

          5  more of the families who are involved with the

          6  foster care system are there as a result of

          7  substance abuse challenges.

          8                 So, I just hope that as we go forward

          9  and think about what have we accomplished in four

         10  years, something that Speaker Quinn mentioned as one

         11  of our objectives, that we think about how these two

         12  systems merge, and that we figure out a way of

         13  making that a real prevention system, using the

         14  expertise of those who have been fighting substance

         15  abuse for many years.

         16                 I mentioned that at the General

         17  Welfare Committee last December, and ironically now

         18  it's very much upon us.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Last week the

         23  Governor of New York issued an Executive Order

         24  basically extending Medicaid to pay for prescription

         25  drugs for seniors, particularly in light of the new
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          2  change in the -- new policy in place. It's come to

          3  my attention that pharmacies are only filling drugs

          4  for seniors for a week, as opposed to a month. I am

          5  in the process of reviewing of legislation and

          6  considering some legislation to address this. If any

          7  of my colleagues have any concerns or any complaints

          8  to their offices, please contact my office. And I

          9  would hope that the City Council would recess

         10  today's session in memory of Nixzmary Brown and the

         11  three children who lost their lives in Coney Island.

         12  Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         14  nobody else -- yes, Council Member Vann.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, Nixzmary Brown lived in Bedford

         17  Stuyvesant, the district I represent, and I know

         18  that all of us in this Chamber, I'm sure everyone

         19  that has heard of this tragic incident, must feel

         20  some pain, some sadness. Every human being must feel

         21  something at this very unusual and very tragic death

         22  of this young girl. And I know there is a lot of

         23  blame to go around. I know I have a lot of anger at

         24  the family who the allegation that the biological

         25  mother and the stepfather are responsible, that
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          2  hasn't been proven in the court of law but that's

          3  the allegation, and there's anger that I'm sure I

          4  know I feel and perhaps others as well.

          5                 At the same time, you know, you have

          6  to wonder what happened? What is it in our society

          7  that there can be individuals who can demonstrate

          8  such cruelty? I mean, it's beyond belief. It's

          9  almost unimaginable that this could happen.

         10                 Where did we fail? Where did the

         11  family fail? Was there not community family? Was

         12  there not some extension of that family that could

         13  have done something before it came to this tragic

         14  end.

         15                 We are now looking closely at ACS,

         16  and I agree with DeBlasio. I think the Mayor and the

         17  Commissioner have taken responsibility, and they're

         18  doing everything they can to identify what went

         19  wrong, and I'm sure they will come forth with

         20  recommendations, and I'm sure we will come forth

         21  with some as well. And we always do that. There's

         22  always a tragedy, we always make the reform, we

         23  change things and then it continues, perhaps beyond

         24  the ability of the agency. Because in the first

         25  instance, it's not the agency's responsibility. In
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          2  the first instance, it has to be something before it

          3  gets to a City agency, something in the family,

          4  something in the community, and obviously the cause,

          5  the basic cause has to go back to something that's

          6  happening in our society.

          7                 Maybe that's what we have with

          8  Katrina. There's a relationship between this tragedy

          9  and the tragedy that visited the Gulf in Katrina.

         10  The response and reaction to the natural disaster

         11  was no reaction, and many believe because the nature

         12  of the people who were affected there, they were

         13  poor people. And poverty, out of poverty, a lot of

         14  things manifest that we did not anticipate or

         15  expect, like this tragic death of this young girl.

         16                 So, I think it would be reluctant if

         17  we did not at least pause for a moment to pay

         18  tribute and to reflect on this young girl's death,

         19  and perhaps more significantly what causes this and

         20  similar deaths throughout our City and throughout

         21  our nation.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Speaker

         23  Quinn.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. Just on a

         25  housekeeping matter before we adjourn. The next
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          2  Stated Meeting will be on February 1st. We will

          3  begin to schedule committee meetings, so please pay

          4  attention to the Internet and web updates of the

          5  Committee hearings.

          6                 That said, I want to thank Council

          7  Member Vann for his comments, and his

          8  thought-provoking and insightful words on the very

          9  tragic situation, and I think Council Member James

         10  made a very fitting request, we are going to adjourn

         11  this meeting in memory of Nixzmary Brown and the

         12  three young children who died in the tragic fire in

         13  Coney Island.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All rise,

         15  please.

         16                 Meeting is adjourned.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 4:15 p.m.)
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