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          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you for

          3  joining us as we take care of a lot of housekeeping

          4  in this Committee. We have a lot of legislation to

          5  get through and very little time to do it.

          6                 We have seven pieces of legislation.

          7  I will read them off. Proposed Intro. No. 52-A. A

          8  local law to amend the Administrative Code of the

          9  City of New York in relation to displaying POW MIA

         10  flags by Council Member James Oddo.

         11                 Proposed Resolution No. 283-A,

         12  resolution declaring the month of May of Asian

         13  Pacific American Heritage Month in the City of New

         14  York. That's John Liu.

         15                 Proposed Resolution No. 653-A, a

         16  resolution recognizing the achievements and

         17  contributions of Korean Americans in the United

         18  States over the past 100 years. John Liu.

         19                 Resolution No. 798. A resolution

         20  commemorating May 6, 2003 as Yom Hazikaron, a day of

         21  remembrance for the Israeli soldiers killed in the

         22  struggle for Israeli Independence. Sponsored by

         23  Council Member Nelson.

         24                 Resolution No. 799. A resolution

         25  commemorating Yom H'atzmaut, Israeli Independence
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          2  Day, May 7th, 2003. Council Member Nelson.

          3                 Resolution No. 800. A resolution

          4  commemorating Yam Hashoah, Holocaust Remembrance

          5  Day, on April 29th, 2003. Council Member Nelson.

          6                 And finally, Preconsidered

          7  Resolution, Resolution honoring the life and legend

          8  of Nina Simone, that is Council Member Reed.

          9                 Before I call the vote, I would like

         10  to give Council Member Oddo the opportunity to say a

         11  few words on Intro. No. 52-A.

         12                 Council Member Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you. Very

         14  briefly, Mr. Chairman. I just want to thank you for

         15  your cooperation over the last several months in

         16  allowing this bill to go forward and to thank all my

         17  colleagues.

         18                 This sponsorship went from 16 to 40

         19  during one day, and getting the sponsorship up to

         20  that number is what's allowing the bill to have a

         21  vote and I appreciate the support.

         22                 I just want to make sure that the

         23  record reflects that it would be my desire that we

         24  would put this flag at all park locations

         25  immediately, but considering the fiscal situation,
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          2  I'm grateful to the cooperation by your staff and

          3  Council staff with the Administration so that we do

          4  this over a period of time where we'll have 25

          5  percent in the first year and then put up flags over

          6  the remaining three years; the good faith efforts of

          7  the Administration, and we understand the terrible

          8  fiscal time, again thank you, I generally appreciate

          9  this report, to you, Mr. Chairman, and my

         10  colleagues.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you,

         12  Council member.

         13                 At this point I'm going to look to

         14  call the vote.

         15                 While we wait for the gentleman to

         16  come to record the votes, if anyone else would like

         17  to speak on any of the pieces of resolutions?

         18                 Council Member David Weprin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: In the absence

         20  of Council Member Nelson, and Council Member Liu, as

         21  the co-sponsor of both of those bills, tonight is

         22  actually the Hebrew Yom Hashoah, the celebration is

         23  actually dedicated tomorrow, but in the Hebrew

         24  calendar the date starts at night, so you know, all

         25  across the City there are a number of commemorations
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          2  throughout the City, this whole week, really, some

          3  of it started on Sunday and it goes through Sunday,

          4  but tonight I think probably has the most events

          5  commemorating Yom Hashoah, which is the Holocaust

          6  remembrance, and this is the day I think where they

          7  symbolize the beginning of the Holocaust, which

          8  started with Crystal Noft (phonetic) in Europe where

          9  the Jewish merchant stores were broken with the

         10  glass scattered all over, and that was kind of the

         11  beginning of the Holocaust. So, tonight is, and

         12  tomorrow, the official day for Yom Hazikaron and

         13  it's actually very close to Israel Independence Day,

         14  which is being celebrated on May 6th. The English

         15  date actually is May 14th, but the Hebrew calendar I

         16  guess coincides with May 6th this year of Israel

         17  Independence Day, May 7th, rather, of Israel

         18  Independence Day.

         19                 And Israel Independence Day was after

         20  a war in 1948, and that's why they celebrate the day

         21  before Independence Day as remembrance for the

         22  veteran soldiers who lost their lives in the War of

         23  Independence.

         24                 I recommend passage of all of those

         25  resolutions, as well as John Liu's resolutions
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          2  regarding Korean-Americans and the important

          3  contribution they've made to, not only to the City

          4  but to society in general.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you,

          6  Council Member Weprin.

          7                 Before I turn it over to Council

          8  Member Gallagher, I'd like to recognize Committee

          9  members who are here. To my left, Council Member

         10  David Weprin. To my right Council Member Eric Gioia,

         11  and Council Member Domenic Recchia. And we are

         12  joined here by Council Member James Oddo, and

         13  Council Member Dennis Gallagher.

         14                 Council Member Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

         16  Mr. Chairman. Thank you.

         17                 First, I wanted to at least

         18  acknowledge a former colleague Council Member Al

         19  Stabile who was an original sponsor of the POW MIA

         20  law, and I also want to thank many of the veterans

         21  organizations from my community that came here to

         22  the Council to testify in the first hearing,

         23  especially Vietnam Veterans, Chapter 32, and their

         24  President Pat Toro, all of them were fully

         25  supportive of Intro. 52. I'm sure are fully
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          2  supportive of Intro. 52-A.

          3                 Another note, I'd like to thank the

          4  Minority Leader James Oddo for making sure that this

          5  legislation has moved forward and the Speaker of the

          6  Council Gifford Miller, certainly this is a great

          7  tribute to the veterans of our City of New York, and

          8  fitting and proper that we hang the POW MIA flag

          9  throughout all the parks in the City of New York,

         10  and I look forward to that getting accomplished.

         11                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for letting

         12  this bill come to the floor today.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you,

         14  Council Member Gallagher.

         15                 Also, as mentioned before on the

         16  calendar today is preconsidered resolution honoring

         17  the life of singing legend Nina Simone who passed

         18  away recently, last Monday as a matter of fact, at

         19  the age of 70 after a long illness. She lived in

         20  France. Known as the "High Priestess of Soul""Smoky

         21  Voice Simone" was considered one of the last great

         22  jazz divas of her influential generation, and we're

         23  very happy to have this come before the Committee

         24  today.

         25                 At this point I would like to call
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          2  the vote.

          3                 First on proposed Intro. 52-A by

          4  Council Member Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

         14  the affirmative, zero negative, no abstentions,

         15  Intro. 52 is adopted.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Next I would

         17  like to call the vote on Proposed Resolution No.

         18  283-A.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

          4  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          5  abstentions, the item is adopted.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Proposed

          7  Resolution No. 653-A.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

         17  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         18  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Resolution No.

         20  798.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

                                                            10

          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

          6  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

          7  abstentions, the item is adopted.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Resolution No.

          9  799.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

         19  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         20  abstentions, the time is adopted.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Resolution No.

         22  800.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Can I have a

          3  moment to explain my vote?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I'll just vote

          6  yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Before I

          9  vote, I'd like to be recognized, that I'd like my

         10  name to be added as a sponsor of this bill. Yes,

         11  800. Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

         15  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         16  abstentions, item is adopted.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: And the

         18  preconsidered resolution honoring the life of legend

         19  Nina Simone.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

          5  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

          6  abstentions, the item is adopted.

          7                 Please sign the Committee reports.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: The meeting is

          9  adjourned. Thank you all for coming.

         10                 (Hearing concluded at 9:45 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 28th day of April 2003.
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