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Title:
Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.2486/S.5479, which requires every procurement contract entered into by a state agency to contain a statement from the contractor that no forced labor was used.
Introduction:
On Wednesday June 22, 2016, the Committee on Civil Service and Labor chaired by Council Member I. Daneek Miller will hold a hearing on Resolution No. 741, which would call upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.2486/S.5479, which requires every procurement contract entered into by a state agency to contain a statement from the contractor that no forced labor was used. Numerous advocates, union leaders and the Senate sponsor of S.1291, State Senator Leroy Comrie, have been invited to testify.
Background:
According to the not-for-profit organization Free the Slaves, there presently, between 21 and 36 million people living in slavery in the world, generating $150,000,000 of illicit profits.
 The U.S. State Department lists various types of modern slavery, including Sex Trafficking, Child Sex Trafficking, Forced Labor, Bonded Labor or Debt Bondage, Domestic Servitude, Forced Child Labor and Unlawful Recruitment and Use of Child Soldiers.
 

Although the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, abolished slavery in 1865, slavery continues to exist in the U.S.
 A report from the Urban Institute and Northeastern University found that most Americans are not aware of the problem. One researcher stated: 

Much of the general public will be surprised that it happens here at all….But what surprised me most during our investigation is that 71 percent of the victims were here on legal visas. What shocked me again and again in the interviews is that these people are trying to play by the rules, and they thought the reward for that would be a green card. It’s part of what kept them in servitude —they didn’t want to do anything that would jeopardize their getting a green card and bringing their families over.

In 2004, Free the Slaves estimated that at least 10,000 Americans were living in slavery, but it believed the number was more likely in the tens of thousands.
 Further it is very difficult to estimate the number. 
Determining the exact number of victims, however, has proven difficult given the hidden nature of forced labor and the manner in which these figures are collected and analyzed. Data on victims of forced labor is further complicated by the U.S. government’s practice of not counting the actual number of persons trafficked or caught in a situation of forced labor in a given year.
 
In any case, no matter what the amount, any number of slaves in the U.S. is unacceptable. 

Res. No 692: 

The resolution would state that according to the International Labour Organization (ILO), the United Nations agency dedicated to human and labor rights, an estimated 20.9 million people were victims of forced labor globally in 2012, of whom 14.2 million were exploited in sectors such as agriculture, manufacturing, construction, and domestic work. The resolution would also state that the ILO defines forced labor as “all work or service which is exacted from any person under the menace of any penalty and for which the said person has not offered himself voluntarily.”
The resolution would further note that according to Free the Slaves, an advocacy group that co-authored the report Hidden Slaves: Forced Labor in the United States with the Center for Human Rights at the University of California, Berkeley, forced labor has been found in 90 cities in the United States. The resolution would additionally find that New York State has a moral responsibility to ensure the humane treatment of workers and to protect law-abiding contractors from being undercut by those who violate human and labor rights.
The resolution would also state that New York State Assembly Member Harry Bronson and State Senator Leroy Comrie introduced A.2486/S.5479, respectively, an act to prevent billions of taxpayer dollars from contributing to forced labor. The resolution would additionally find that the act requires that every procurement contract contain a statement from the contractor that no equipment, materials, or supplies provided under the terms of the contract were provided by forced labor, prison labor, or child labor. The resolution would further state that Contractors who provide goods contrary to their statements denying the use of forced labor will have their contracts voided and be fined the greater of one thousand dollars or 20% of the products’ value. Finally, the resolution would also note that in addition, contractors providing false statements will be prohibited from bidding for New York State business for not more than 360 days. 
Thus, the Council of the City of New York would resolve to call upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.2486/S.5479, which requires every procurement contract entered into by a state agency to contain a statement from the contractor that no forced labor was used.

Res. No. 741
..Title

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.2486/S.5479, which requires every procurement contract entered into by a state agency to contain a statement from the contractor that no forced labor was used.

..Body

By Council Members Miller, Gentile and Johnson 

Whereas, According to the International Labour Organization (ILO), the United Nations agency dedicated to human and labor rights, an estimated 20.9 million people were victims of forced labor globally in 2012, of whom 14.2 million were exploited in sectors such as agriculture, manufacturing, construction, and domestic work; and

Whereas, The ILO defines forced labor as “all work or service which is exacted from any person under the menace of any penalty and for which the said person has not offered himself voluntarily”; and
Whereas, According to Free the Slaves, an advocacy group that co-authored the report Hidden Slaves: Forced Labor in the United States with the Center for Human Rights at the University of California, Berkeley, forced labor has been found in 90 cities in the United States; and
Whereas, New York State has a moral responsibility to ensure the humane treatment of workers and to protect law-abiding contractors from being undercut by those who violate human and labor rights; and

Whereas, New York State Assembly Member Harry Bronson and State Senator Leroy Comrie introduced A.2486/S.5479, respectively, an act to prevent billions of taxpayer dollars from contributing to forced labor; and

Whereas, The act requires that every procurement contract contain a statement from the contractor that no equipment, materials, or supplies provided under the terms of the contract were provided by forced labor, prison labor, or child labor; and

Whereas, Contractors who provide goods contrary to their statements denying the use of forced labor will have their contracts voided and be fined the greater of one thousand dollars or 20% of the products’ value; and 

Whereas, In addition, contractors providing false statements will be prohibited from bidding for New York State business for not more than 360 days; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.2486/S.5479, which requires every procurement contract entered into by a state agency to contain a statement from the contractor that no forced labor was used.
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� Slavery Today, Free the Slaves website, at available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.freetheslaves.net/about-slavery/slavery-today/" �http://www.freetheslaves.net/about-slavery/slavery-today/�. 


� “What is modern slavery?,,” U.S. Dep’t of State, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.gov/j/tip/what/" �http://www.state.gov/j/tip/what/�.  


� Jeanne Sahadi, “Slave labor in America today,” CNN Money, Oct. 21, 2014, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://money.cnn.com/2014/10/21/pf/labor-trafficking/" �http://money.cnn.com/2014/10/21/pf/labor-trafficking�/.  	


� Internal quotation marks omitted. Bill Ibelle, “Modern Slavery: Northeastern Researches Explore Human Trafficking,” Northeastern University Magazine, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.northeastern.edu/magazine/modern-day-slavery/" �http://www.northeastern.edu/magazine/modern-day-slavery/�. 	


� Hidden Slaves, Forced Labor in the United States, Free the Slaves, Sept. 2004, at 8, available at: http://www.freetheslaves.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Hidden-Slaves.pdf
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