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TITLE:



AN ACT to authorize the city of New York to alienate a parcel of land, which includes a portion of Hallet’s Cove Playground in the borough of Queens to the New York City Housing Authority on the condition that the parcel remains used for open space and residential purposes permanently.  
BACKGROUND

The proposed legislation would authorize the City of New York to alienate a parcel of land, which is part of Hallet’s Cove Playground.  The property is currently used as a large planting bed for a row of trees which borders the playground.   The parcel of land would form a connection between  Astoria Houses, a New York City Housing Authority (“NYCHA”) facility, and a former industrial site known as Hallet’s Point. 

According to the Memorandum in Support (MIS), this legislation would facilitate  a zoning lot merger between Astoria  Houses  and a proposed development by Lincoln Equities Development. The MIS states that,“[t]his merger will allow Lincoln Equities to develop the affordable housing component of its project within Astoria Houses, adding approximately 2.300 units at the facility.”  The portion of the playground proposed for alienation would form a connection between the two properties. According to the MIS, this will enable the zoning merger to occur. 

The parcel of land in question would still contain a row of trees and would continue to serve as a landscape amenity for the adjoining park. The land would be transferred to NYCHA, but would be required under this legislation to be maintained as a public open space under the operation and management of the New York City Department of Recreation and Parks (“Park’s Department”). Thus, the proposed legislation should not result in any loss of open space or parkland. 

According to the MIS, as part of the proposed development, Lincoln Equities has agreed to undertake or fund improvements to adjacent parkland, all of which would be subject to the Park’s Department approval. “Potential park improvements include repairing and repaving the softball field and basketball courts, fence repairs and the installation of new fencing along the Parks Department waterfront promenade, and the installation of low ramps for skateboarding.” 

PROPOSED LEGISLATION 

 Section 1 of the legislation would authorize the City of New York through the Commissioner of Parks and Recreation to alienate a parcel of land, which includes a portion of Hallet’s Cove Playground in Queens in order to convey the property to the New York City Housing Authority (“NYCHA”).  Section 2 of the bill would require that the property be under the jurisdiction of NYCHA, but be permanently maintained and operated by the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation for open space and recreational purposes.  Section 3 of the bill indicates with specificity which land would be conveyed.   The proposed legislation also states that any land transferred to NYCHA pursuant to this act shall be used for public park purposes and upon termination of such use the property shall revert back to the New York Department of Parks and Recreation. 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Finance Fiscal Impact Statement
EFFECTIVE DATE:
This Act would take effect immediately.
