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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Good morning.

          3  Would everyone please take a seat.

          4                 I'd like to thank my colleagues for

          5  coming back. I know that we've had a busy few weeks.

          6  Welcome to the Committee on Rules, Privileges and

          7  Elections. My name is Diana Reyna, and I am Chair of

          8  the Committee.

          9                 Before we begin, I'd like to

         10  introduce the other members of this Committee who

         11  are present here today.  To my left we have Council

         12  Member Simcha Felder, Council Member Mike McMahon,

         13  Council Member Melinda Katz, Council Member Joel

         14  Rivera. To my right, Council Member Inez Dickens,

         15  Council Member Leroy Comrie, before her, Council

         16  Member Erik Martin Dilan, and Council Member Lewis

         17  Fidler, who's joining us.

         18                 I'd like to thank Crystal, Chuck,

         19  Barbara, Reggie, who are key members of this

         20  Committee's staff, and have done all this work in

         21  preparation of this Committee's candidate for

         22  processing.

         23                 Before us today, we have a candidate

         24  worthy of appointment to the New York City Board of

         25  Elections.  Her name is Julie Dent.
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          2                 Ms. Dent is being considered for

          3  appointment as the Democratic Commissioner from

          4  Kings County.  She will fill a vacant position

          5  previously held by the late Jeanette Gadson.  Her

          6  appointment is for the remainder of a four- year

          7  term that began on January 1st, 2005 and ends

          8  December 31st, 2008.

          9                 For the record, her certificate for

         10  party recommendation was properly formatted and

         11  submitted.  The Board of Elections consists of ten

         12  commissioners; two from each of the City's five

         13  counties, who are directly appointed by the New York

         14  City Council.

         15                 Not more than two commissioners shall

         16  be registered voters of the same county.  Each

         17  commissioner serves a term of four years, or until a

         18  successor is appointed.            Commissioners

         19  shall be registered voters from each of the major

         20  parties in the county for which they are appointed.The

         21  Board and its commissioners are responsible for the

         22  maintenance and administration of voting records and

         23  elections.  The Board also exercises quasi- judicial

         24  powers by conducting hearings to validate nominating

         25  petitions of candidates for nomination to elective
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          2  office.  The Board is required to make an annual

          3  report of its affairs and proceedings to the New

          4  York City Council once every twelve months, and no

          5  later than the last day of January in any year.

          6                 Commissioners received a $125.00 per-

          7  diem for each day's attendance at meetings of the

          8  Board, or any of its committees, with a maximum of

          9  $12,500 per year.

         10                 I'd like to welcome Ms. Dent this

         11  morning, and if you can please raise your right hand

         12  and be sworn in.

         13                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Do you

         14  swear or affirm to tell the truth, the whole truth,

         15  and nothing but the truth?

         16                 MS. DENT:  Yes, I do.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Ms. Dent, if you

         18  have an opening statement now you may wish to do so,

         19  read it into the record.

         20                 MS. DENT:  Thank you.

         21                 I would first like to thank all of

         22  the City Council members for considering me for this

         23  most distinguished position.

         24                 Good morning to the most

         25  distinguished City Council members and guests.
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          2                 As you know, my name is Julie Dent.

          3  I have resided in Bushwick, Brooklyn for over 43

          4  years.

          5                 I was educated in a public school

          6  system, and received my Masters in Education from

          7  the City University of New York.  My only son is a

          8  New York City police officer, and I'm very proud of

          9  him.

         10                 I am currently employed at the Audrey

         11  Johnson Day Care Center as an Executive Director.  I

         12  oversee a staff of 30 people.

         13                 I am a dedicated community servant,

         14  and have volunteered my services on many boards,

         15  such as former nine- year executive member of

         16  Woodhull Hospital Advisory Board, former First Vice

         17  Chairperson of School Board District 32, newly

         18  elected Chairperson Community Board Number Four.  I

         19  am the recipient of the National Association of

         20  Child Care Directors for 2007.

         21                 It would be an honor and a privilege

         22  to serve as the commissioner of the Board of

         23  Elections.  I consider myself a team player, and I'm

         24  ready and willing to work with all of you.

         25                 Thank you very kindly for your time,
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          2  and if there should be any questions, I'll answer

          3  them to the best of my ability.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you Ms.

          6  Dent.

          7                 MS. DENT:  You're welcome.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  I'd like to ask

          9  my colleagues if there's any questions?  You may do

         10  so now.

         11                 Council Member Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  I don't

         13  really have a question.

         14                 I just want to congratulate Ms. Dent

         15  on deciding to take this position.

         16                 Just looking over your record and

         17  seeing your community service, and then hearing that

         18  you are a former member of a community school board

         19  as I was, and you just have been elected president

         20  of your community board.  I want to congratulate you

         21  and commiserate with you also.  It's not easy to be

         22  the chairperson of a community board, and clearly,

         23  your record of service to the Bushwick area, and to

         24  your Brooklyn home is commemorable, and I want to

         25  congratulate you on continuing to want to serve our
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          2  City.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 MS. DENT:  Thank you very much.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  We've been joined

          6  by Council Member Maria Baez, and Council Member

          7  Joel Rivera, and Council Member Jimmy Oddo who's in

          8  the audience with us.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Thank you

         10  Madam Chair.

         11                 I'd like to take this opportunity to

         12  vote in the benefit of Ms. Julie Dent.

         13                 She comes highly recommended from

         14  Kings County, and I know Erik Dilan and Diana Reyna,

         15  and obviously the Brooklyn delegation is in support

         16  of your candidacy, and I want to vote in the

         17  affirmative for your appointment to the Board of

         18  Elections.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 MS. DENT:  Thank you very much.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Are there any

         22  further comments or questions?

         23                 Thank you council members.

         24                 I would like to take this opportunity

         25  to urge an affirmative vote on behalf of Ms. Julie
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          2  Dent.  She is a dynamic woman, and what she has

          3  written and stated before us is just a minute detail

          4  as to who she is and what she's capable of.

          5                 She's a role model to many in the

          6  community of Bushwick, and I hope that this is not

          7  the end of her service, but just the beginning.

          8                 She's wearing many hats, and we hope

          9  that she can continue to balance everything as she

         10  has done so well in the past.

         11                 Congratulations to Ms. Dent, and if I

         12  can have a roll call.

         13                 MS. DENT:  Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  M 646, Council Member

         15  Reyna.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  I vote aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Baez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ:  Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  Madam Chair,

         23  may I have a moment to explain my vote?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Absolutely.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  I just wanted
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          2  to state that Julie you were very understated in

          3  your testimony.

          4                 As your council member I am very

          5  proud to see you in a few moments to be elevated to

          6  this position.  I think in my six years here so far,

          7  you'd be the first person from my district that

          8  would have the opportunity to serve on some type of

          9  special board or commission.  So as the council

         10  member from that district, I am very proud of this

         11  vote today, and I look forward to seeing you back in

         12  the neighborhood.

         13                 MS. DENT:  Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  And I vote

         15  aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Fidler.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Katz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK:  McMahon.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gentile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER  GENTILE:  I vote aye,

         24  with congratulations to Ms. Dent.

         25                 MS. DENT:  Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Dickens.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS:

          4  Congratulations, Ms. Dent, and I vote aye.

          5                 MS. DENT:  Thank you very much.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Yes.

          8                 MS. DENT:  Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  I just want to

         10  take a moment to recognize Karl Desino (phonetic)

         11  who's here in the audience with us supporting Ms.

         12  Julie Dent.  He's counsel to the Kings County

         13  Democratic organization.

         14                 Thank you, Karl, for being here with

         15  us.

         16                 MS. DENT:  Thank you Karl.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Ms. Dent, if you

         18  want to introduce your--

         19                 MS. DENT:  I would like to take the

         20  opportunity to introduce my dear sister, Ellen Giwa

         21  (phonetic), which I love dearly, and she took the

         22  time off from work to come and support me.

         23                 So, thank you very much Ellen.

         24                 Would you like to say a few words?

         25  She's very shy.
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          2                 MS. GIWA:  I would like to

          3  congratulate my sister Julie.  She's a phenomenal

          4  woman, and when I see Julie, I always think of Oprah

          5  Winfrey because she is such a spectacular woman.

          6  She's the backbone of our family now, because my

          7  mother passed in 2005, and she's been here for

          8  everybody and I just want to thank you for all the

          9  loving support that you always give to the family.

         10  I just wish Mommy would see this day.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 MS. DENT:  Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you very

         14  much.

         15                 I just wanted to allow you to wait

         16  with us just a few more minutes.  We're waiting for

         17  our Speaker to come up.

         18                 MS. DENT:  Diana, can I introduce my

         19  friend?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Absolutely.

         21                 MS. DENT:  Thank you.

         22                 My best friend, Rondalee Hart

         23  (phonetic), she's a director of the John Kovac Day

         24  Care Center in Bushwick, and she is one of my

         25  supporters, and I love her very much.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 MS. HART:  Council Felder, I've known

          4  Julie for over 18 years.

          5                 As Ellen said, she's a phenomenal

          6  woman.  She is a real team player because we work

          7  together under the same sponsoring board, and she's

          8  my best friend.  I am so proud of her, and there's

          9  no doubt in my mind that she will be able to fill

         10  this position with prestige and perfection.  That's

         11  what she is.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you Ms.

         14  Hart.

         15                 Now we would like to ask for a final

         16  count.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK:  The vote on

         18  appointment for Julie Dent stands at 11 in the

         19  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions.

         20  The item is adopted.  Members be sign the committee

         21  report, thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  We will leave the

         23  vote open for remaining members as they are coming

         24  in.  Our Speaker is on her way now.

         25                 Members thank you very much.  We're
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          2  going to leave the vote open.  Council Member Weprin

          3  is on his way, thank you so much for being here

          4  today.

          5                 Ms. Julie Dent, once again,

          6  congratulations.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 MS. DENT:  Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member

         10  Weprin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  I vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  The vote now stands

         13  at 12 in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and

         14  zero abstentions.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 11:10 a.m.)
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