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          1  COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Good morning,

          3  ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to this hearing of

          4  the Committee on Governmental Operations. I'm Simcha

          5  Felder, Chair of the Committee on Governmental

          6  Operations, and I'm joined by my colleagues, Council

          7  Member Helen Foster, Inez Dickens, Joe Addabbo, and

          8  Peter Vallone, Jr., and Al Vann.

          9                 I'd like to acknowledge the staff of

         10  the Committees and thank them for all their hard

         11  work in preparing for today's joint hearing.

         12                 First, to my left is DeNora Johnson,

         13  the Counsel to the Committee; and to my right is

         14  Michael Cassatano, my Legislative Aid.

         15                 Today the Committee will consider

         16  proposed Resolution Number 131-A, sponsored by

         17  Council Member Charles Barron, from Brooklyn. The

         18  Committee held hearings on the previous version of

         19  the Resolution on April 24th, 2006, and as recently

         20  as January 29th, 2007. At both of those hearings,

         21  the Committee received meaningful feedback about the

         22  resolution from the witnesses that testified, which

         23  are reflected in the amendment to the proposed

         24  resolution before the Committee today.

         25                 Generally, proposed Resolution No.
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          2  131-A urges New York State Board of Elections, the

          3  State Board, otherwise known as "the State Board,"

          4  to promptly certify Precinct-Based Optical Scans,

          5  otherwise known as "PBOS," voting systems that are

          6  compliant with the New York State Board of

          7  Elections, voting system standards which are among

          8  the strongest voting system standards in the country

          9  because they are modeled on the 2005 Federal

         10  Elections Commission voluntary voting system

         11  standard. Once the State Board certifies a compliant

         12  PBO system, the Resolution further urges the Board

         13  of Election in the City of New York to select a PBO

         14  system as the new voting technology -- I'm sorry,

         15  PBOS system, as the new voting technology for New

         16  York City.

         17                 Some of the specific changes made to

         18  the resolution are, one, to urge the State Board to

         19  certify a PBOS system only if a PBOS system is

         20  compliant with the State Board's voting system's

         21  standards; two, to urge the City Board to only

         22  select, purchase and implement a PBOS system in New

         23  York City that is compliant with the State Board's

         24  voting system standards; and three, to urge the City

         25  Board to certify and select a PBOS system because
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          2  such a system is easily outfitted for use by people

          3  with disabilities, especially when used in

          4  conjunction with accessible ballot marking device.

          5                 As the Chair of the Committee, I must

          6  say this Committee and the Council have been and

          7  remain committed to oversight of the issue of HAVA

          8  implementation in New York City. We have, and will

          9  continue to work with the Administration, the State

         10  and City's boards, good government groups, and other

         11  interested parties to ensure that the voting system

         12  ultimately implemented for use in the City is secure

         13  and reliable.

         14                 As I said at the last hearing on this

         15  issue, I would like to emphasize that despite the

         16  State's lack of full compliance with HAVA's mandate,

         17  New York is in a unique position to learn from the

         18  experiences of other states that have used the

         19  voting systems we are considering for our elections.

         20                 Hopefully when the City Board selects

         21  a permanent voting system for New York City, they

         22  will not only select the best system but one that

         23  stands the test of time, like the lever machines we

         24  are replacing that have been used in New York for

         25  approximately 45 years.

                                                            5

          1  COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

          2                 It's essential that the use of new

          3  voting technology does not destroy voters'

          4  confidence in our electoral system. Given the fact

          5  that the State has yet to certify any of the

          6  proposed voting systems, I am not confident that any

          7  of the proposed voting systems will be better than

          8  the current system in place.

          9                 That said, federal law compels the

         10  City to make a change in part due to the very real

         11  issue of accessibility for people with disabilities,

         12  and the amended resolution that we are voting on

         13  today speaks to our concerns with election,

         14  modernization, as we have observed it throughout the

         15  country.

         16                 Before we begin the vote, do any of

         17  my colleagues have any remarks that they would like

         18  to make? I just want to recognize Council Member

         19  Recchia who joined us. Seeing that there are no

         20  comments, I'd like to call for a vote.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proposed Resolution

         22  131-A. Council Member Felder.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Mr. Chair, I
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          2  commend you and your staff of this Committee, and

          3  the work that they've done on this Reso, and also

          4  obviously the multiple hearings we've had on this

          5  issue. So, again, I commend you and your staff and I

          6  vote aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I would like

          9  to be added as a co-sponsor to this bill, Mr.

         10  Chairman. And also I would like to vote aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I would also

         13  like to thank you, Mr. Chair, for your leadership on

         14  this issue. I am a sponsor and I vote aye, despite

         15  the fact that it's a Charles Barron resolution, or

         16  introduction.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         20  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         21  abstentions, the item is adopted. Council Members,

         22  please sign the Committee report. Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I just wanted to

         24  mention that Council Member Dilan is not here

         25  because he's on his honeymoon, and he's usually
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          2  very, very responsible. Today he is obviously not

          3  responsible at all. Thank you very much.

          4                 Okay, we're just going to leave the

          5  vote open for Councilman Seabrook, who should be

          6  here shortly.

          7                 (Hearing concluded at 11:29 a.m.)

          8

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            8

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 14th day of March 2007.
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         24                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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