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PROP. RES. NO. 660:
By: Council Members Avella, Nelson, Felder, Stewart, Quinn, Addabbo, Clarke, Comrie, Davis Fidler, Gennaro, Koppell, Liu, Lopez, Martinez, Monserrate, Provenzano, Recchia, Reed, Reyna, Sanders, Seabrook, Sears, Serrano, Vann, Weprin, Yassky, Jackson and Brewer. 

TITLE:
Resolution calling upon Visa, Mastercard, Discover, and American Express to refrain from advertising their credit card services on the website of the “National Alliance,” and from doing business with this organization, which is a well-known neo-Nazi group.
The Committee on General Welfare will meet on April 9, 2003 to consider Prop. Res. No. 660, which calls upon Visa, Mastercard, Discover, and American Express to refrain from advertising their credit card services on the website of the “National Alliance,” and from doing business with this organization, which is a well-known neo-Nazi group. 

BACKGROUND:

The National Alliance (NA) is regarded as the largest and most active neo-Nazi organization in the United States.  It is estimated that the NA has between 7,000 and 8,000 active members, with at least twice as many donors.
  The NA operates and maintains a well developed website, which includes an online store.  Through this website, NA is able to sell over 600 books, audio and videocassettes, CDs, and other items.  NA merchandise can be purchased with a Visa, Mastercard, Discover, or American Express credit card.  In addition to participating in the process of peddling NA materials, each credit card is prominently displayed in a banner ad across the top of the store web page, and a smaller ad is included on the home page of the NA website.  Citing NA’s status as the “most dangerous organized hate group in America,” Prop. Res. No. 660-A calls upon Visa, Mastercard, Discover, and American Express to refrain from doing business with the NA. 

The Anti Defamation League reports that over the last several years, dozens of violent crimes, including murders, bombings, and robberies, have been traced to NA members appear to have been inspired by the group’s propaganda.  The former head of the National Alliance, William Pierce is the author of several published materials, including “The Turner Diaries,” written under the pseudonym Andrew MacDonald.  The publication, which Timothy McVeigh cited as his inspiration for the bombing of the Murrah Federal Office Building in Oklahoma City, described the violent overthrow of the federal government and the extermination of blacks and Jews in the United States. 

Prop. Res. No. 660-A acknowledges the potential power of the Internet to showcase racist and neo-Nazi Ideology and states that the “actions of these four companies (Visa, Mastercard, Discover, and American Express) in allowing their services to be used on a website that disseminates propaganda are an outrage and cannot be allowed to continue unopposed.”  The proposed resolution states that there is a moral imperative to voice opposition to business practices that support organizations that preach racism, hate, and violence.  Prop. Res. No. 660-A would call upon these credit card companies to cease business relations with this well-known neo-Nazi organization. 

On April 9, 2003, the General Welfare Committee unanimously voted to pass Prop. Res. 600-A out of the Committee. 
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