New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 0635-2024

Prime Sponsors:
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, Tiffany L. Cabán, Julie Won, Shahana K. Hanif, Gale A. Brewer, Lincoln Restler, and Crystal Hudson

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of correction to assist incarcerated individuals in obtaining school transcripts, social security cards and driver licenses.

Submitted by:
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams

Justification:
Rikers Island is not on track to meet its legal mandate to close by the year 2027, and over the course of the Adams Administration, the jail population grew steadily. The best way to lower the population on Rikers Island is to ensure that once people are released, they do not come back. For many people exiting incarceration—especially if they were previously homeless—they do not have the documents necessary to enroll in social services or apply to jobs. These documents include Social Security cards, state-issued ID, birth certificates, and school transcripts. This bill would require the Department of Correction to assist the people in their custody in obtaining these documents. DOC would also be required to report on issuance of these documents. 
