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          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Good afternoon,

          3  ladies and gentlemen. Thank you for taking the time

          4  to attend today's hearing of the Committee on

          5  Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International

          6  Intergroup Relations.

          7                 Today the Committee is convening to

          8  consider four resolutions; resolution numbers 270,

          9  271, 272 and proposed Resolution No. 274-A.

         10                 Resolution 270 commemorates Yom

         11  Ha'Atzma'Ut, Israeli Independence Day, on April 26,

         12  2004.

         13                 Resolution 271 commemorates April

         14  25th, 2004 as Yom Ha'Zikkaron, a day of remembrance

         15  of the Israeli soldiers killed in the struggle for

         16  Israeli Independence.

         17                 And Resolution 272 commemorates Yom

         18  Ha"Shoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day, which was just

         19  observed yesterday, April 18th, 2004.

         20                 Finally, the Committee will also

         21  consider proposed Resolution No. 247-A, which calls

         22  upon the United States Attorney General John

         23  Ashcroft and the Department of Justice to reopen the

         24  case of Emmett Till, in light of the discovery of

         25  new information.
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          2                 The proposed resolution calls for a

          3  complete and thorough investigation into his 1955

          4  murder, and to move aggressively to indict the

          5  murderers of Mr. Till, and bring them to justice.

          6                 Before we begin I would like to

          7  introduce the Council Members who are present today.

          8                 To my right we have Council Member

          9  Eric Gioia, a member of the Committee, as well as

         10  Council Member Domenic Recchia. To my left we're

         11  joined by Council Member Bill Perkins, who will

         12  speak on his resolution, and I would like to turn it

         13  over to Bill Perkins to talk a little bit about

         14  Resolution No. 274-A.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         16  very much.

         17                 I'm going to be brief. I think the

         18  resolution is pretty explicit. It's essentially a

         19  resolution calling on the federal government to

         20  reopen a very, very important historic case in the

         21  civil rights -- that triggered the civil rights

         22  movement. It's a classic case of many incidents that

         23  took place around that time.

         24                 However, what I'd like to do is, this

         25  is a resolution that I'm very proud of, and very
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          2  happy to have been a prime sponsor of, however, it

          3  has come to my attention that one of my colleagues

          4  has a special interest in this by virtue of her

          5  district, and has asked me that I allow her to be

          6  the prime sponsor of the resolution. And in the

          7  spirit of collegiality and the spirit of Emmett Till

          8  and all that that movement stood for, I wanted to

          9  ask the Chair for the indulgence of allowing Tisch

         10  James's name to be listed as the prime sponsor.

         11                 So, with that in mind, I also want to

         12  extend my deep appreciation to your staff for having

         13  been expeditious in moving this resolution along as

         14  per our request so that it could be voted on at the

         15  next Stated Meeting.

         16                 So, I want to say to the Chair that

         17  you have one of the best staffs in the Council, from

         18  my experience in working with them, and with that in

         19  mind, thank you very much.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you,

         21  Council Member Perkins.

         22                 I would like to thank the Counsel to

         23  the Committee Laura Gonzalez, as well as Rick

         24  Arbelo, Regina Poreda and Maria Alvarado, as well as

         25  my staff George Torres, for making this hearing
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          2  possible.

          3                 At this point I'm going to eventually

          4  couple all resolutions together for one vote, but I

          5  would like to give Council Member Gioia the

          6  opportunity to speak on Resolutions Number 270, 271

          7  and 272, which were presented by Council Member

          8  Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you, Mr.

         10  Chair, and I will be very brief.

         11                 On behalf of Council Member Nelson,

         12  and I'm pleased to join him, and I'll be voting yes

         13  on these, these resolutions are important today

         14  especially, in that the State of Israel over the

         15  past 50 years has made vast contributions and

         16  advancements to such fields as medicine, technology,

         17  agriculture and the arts. But most particularly, the

         18  State of Israel has made incredible contributions to

         19  democracy, really democracy worldwide and is the

         20  only true democracy in the Middle East today.

         21                 And in a time like today where

         22  enemies to democracy have had their, really their

         23  evil work across the globe in the Middle East, in

         24  Spain and Europe, and unfortunately here at home,

         25  it's important that we celebrate democracy, true
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          2  democracy in the Middle East, but also that we

          3  recognize the struggles that the people of Israel

          4  and Jewish people around the world have undergone

          5  over the past 2,000 years. These resolutions do

          6  that, and I'm proud to support it.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you.

          9                 I want to, for the record, mention

         10  that Resolution 274-A, by Council Member Perkins,

         11  will now read, proposed Resolution No. 274-A, by

         12  Council Member James, then Perkins, Barron, Clarke,

         13  Foster, Koppell, Lopez, Sanders, Serrano and Vann.

         14                 I would like the record to reflect

         15  that change. At this time I'd like to turn the floor

         16  back over to Council Member Perkins for comments on

         17  the other resolutions.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         19  very much, Mr. Chairman, for accommodating my

         20  request.

         21                 Let me just say, I wanted to just

         22  speak with respect to resolution, Holocaust Yom

         23  Ha'Shoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day, on April 18th.

         24  I had the honor of attending a ceremony in honor of

         25  that day in Manhattan, which really was a touching
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          2  ceremony, a ceremony which I chose to celebrate,

          3  incidentally, on my birthday. I thought it would be

          4  appropriate that I was celebrating that day, that I

          5  would also remember the great tragedy that took

          6  place for the Jewish community, and which really is

          7  something that we all should remember.

          8                 So, thank you very much, and I'm

          9  happy to see that these matters are before your

         10  Committee, and I'm looking forward to voting for

         11  them on the floor.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you. We're

         14  awaiting the entrance of another Council Member to

         15  open up the vote. So, we're going to take a

         16  two-minute break until we get a full quorum.

         17                 (Recess taken.)

         18                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: I welcome

         19  another member of the Committee, Council Member

         20  David Weprin.

         21                 I would like to couple all four

         22  resolutions. That's Reso 270, 271 and 272, as well

         23  as Resolution 274-A for a vote.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Yes on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.

          4  Please excuse me now, Mr. Chair. Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

         10  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

         11  abstentions, all items are adopted.

         12                 Council Members, please sign the

         13  Committee reports.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you very

         16  much for your attendance. The hearing is now closed.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 2:05 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 19th day of April 2004.
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                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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