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          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Good morning, and

          3  welcome to the Health Committee. We are here today

          4  in the Health Committee to override Mayor

          5  Bloomberg's veto of Intro. 207-A, which is referred

          6  to in the Council as the "School Nurses' Bill."

          7                 Just to recap for folks, two years

          8  ago or so Mayor Bloomberg cut the money out of the

          9  budget that the Council and the Mayor had left in

         10  the budget, money that had been put in the budget

         11  for many, many years in a row to make sure that

         12  non-public schools had the resources to hire nurses

         13  to make sure that kids when they went to school had

         14  emergency and other health care services there

         15  delivered through these nurses.

         16                 Last year we saw the Mayor's assault

         17  on school health continue with the proposal to

         18  eliminate nurses from all public summer schools.

         19                 In response to this, Council Member

         20  Mike McMahon, Speaker Miller and many, many other

         21  Council members, introduced a bill which requires a

         22  nurse in all elementary schools, public or private,

         23  of 200 or more, and requires a nurse or an

         24  appropriate other public health professional at all

         25  intermediary schools public or private of 200

                                                            3

          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2  students or more.

          3                 We are saddened that Mayor Bloomberg

          4  has chose to veto this bill, instead of choosing to

          5  stand with us to make sure that school kids' health

          6  is protected, but nonetheless, we will make sure

          7  that is what happens in the City of New York and I

          8  would urge my colleagues to vote today to override

          9  the Mayor's veto.

         10                 So folks know, technically we need to

         11  vote to accept the veto message, and then to

         12  override the veto.

         13                 So, if you're planning on overriding

         14  the veto, you need to vote in the affirmative on

         15  both of the questions that the votes, the clerk will

         16  raise.

         17                 I want to thank, again, Council

         18  Member McMahon for his leadership on this issue.

         19  Also thank District Council 37 and nurses local, and

         20  the other unions, UFT and others, who worked so

         21  closely with us on this issue.

         22                 That said, will the clerk call the

         23  roll? And I need to read this first.

         24                 The first question and vote will be:

         25  Shall we accept and file the Mayor's veto message of

                                                            4

          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2  Intro. 207-A?

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Quinn.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         14  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         15  abstentions, M 371 is filed.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Now the next quote

         17  is: Shall Intro. 207-A be passed over the objection

         18  of the -- shall Intro. 207-A pass the objection of

         19  the Mayor notwithstanding?

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Quinn.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Chair,

         24  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Of course.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Very quickly.

          3                 I just wanted to say that I am in

          4  favor of this measure for a number of reasons.

          5                 I think it's foolhardy for us to

          6  believe that in a City like New York where children

          7  are children, irrespective of where they're

          8  educated, their health is paramount. And I think

          9  we're doing a fine service for the people of the

         10  City of New York in making sure that all of our

         11  children, irrespective of where they're educated,

         12  health is protected and is not put in jeopardy

         13  because we were so shortsighted in providing the

         14  type of service that is required to make sure that

         15  we have a healthy City going forward.

         16                 I applaud this Committee on its

         17  vision, and I vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         20  explain my vote, Madam Chair.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: All right,

         23  thank you.

         24                 I support this vote, and I would like

         25  to say that I had read where the Administration was
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          2  going to add many dollars so that they could take

          3  care of this problem, and the reason that I am

          4  supporting this override vote, is because I think we

          5  have to take out of the health care, the

          6  arbitrariness. And I say that in a good way, that

          7  for this to become law, means that no one has the

          8  option down the road to say that that is not the

          9  thing to do, and we don't need those dollars.

         10                 So, I support this and I thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I vote aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         17  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         18                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Sure, Mr. Minority

         19  Leader. And we're also going to need to ask you to

         20  vote twice, both on accepting the veto message and

         21  then overriding the veto.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: If someone said

         23  this already, I apologize, and I apologize for being

         24  late. But I wanted to make one or two quick points.

         25                 Much to I think our collective
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          2  amazement, school nurses in non-public schools were

          3  deemed special privileges by representatives of this

          4  Administration. And it really is amazing that we

          5  needed to enact the bill to get this, but apparently

          6  we had to. I credit my colleague from Staten Island,

          7  Council Member McMahon, for doing so. And I credit

          8  the folks from Staten Island. This is a Citywide

          9  issue, but as I said previously, the epicenter of

         10  this battle was on Staten Island, so, you know, it's

         11  a shame that we had to enact this legislatively,

         12  it's a shame that we have to do, will do an

         13  override, but I vote yes on both.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you.

         16                 And just in closing, before the clerk

         17  gives us the count, and we'll leave the vote open

         18  for a few minutes for our colleague, Council Member

         19  Reed when he arrives, I just wanted to have a

         20  closing word from the sponsor of the bill, Council

         21  Member Mike McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         23  Madam Chairwoman, and I just want to commend my

         24  colleagues. What this Committee does this morning is

         25  send, in a bipartisan, every borough message, that
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          2  the health of every child, no matter what school he

          3  or she goes to, no matter where they live, that we

          4  stand up for the health of every child in the City

          5  of New York and I want to commend my colleague,

          6  Council Member Christine Quinn, for her unbelievable

          7  energy and leadership on this issue.

          8                 She is really I know endeared herself

          9  to the people of Staten Island and I think to the

         10  rest of the City of New York. So, thank you. And

         11  thank you to all of my colleagues.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         13  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         14  abstentions, Intro. 207-A is readopted.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you, all,

         16  for your support on this issue. I think we're giving

         17  a great holiday present to the children of New York

         18  City, regardless of what school they go to.

         19                 This hearing is adjourned.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 11:35 a.m.)
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          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 7th day of December 2004.
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