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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We are here today

          3  to extend the bus franchise authorizing resolution.

          4  The Mayor has sent over a message of necessity to

          5  extend the authorizing resolution. As many of you

          6  know, it expires on -- what date does it expire?

          7  December 4th. So, it is critical that we extend this

          8  authorizing resolution so that the bus service in

          9  the City of New York will continue to run without a

         10  break in service.

         11                 Can I just have some order in here?

         12  Just for a few minutes, okay? The meeting will be

         13  extremely short.

         14                 Just so all of you know, this is a

         15  very different extension than has been previously

         16  presented to us. The difference between this one and

         17  the previous extensions is that there is different

         18  time frames for different bus lines to be extended.

         19  Service between the Bronx and Manhattan will be

         20  extended til January 15th, 2005. Service between

         21  Queens and the Bronx and in Queens will be extended

         22  to February 26th of 2005. Service between the Bronx

         23  and Manhattan will be extended to March 2005?

         24  Service in Queens, in Queens and Manhattan, for

         25  different bus lines, will be extended to April 30th,
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          2  2005. Service on certain bus lines and it is all in

          3  the legislation in front of you, will be expanded to

          4  you April 30th, and Bronx, Brooklyn and Manhattan

          5  will be extended til April 30th.

          6                 So, basically we are extending

          7  certain bus lines til January 15th, and certain bus

          8  lines until April of 2005.

          9                 We are voting this out today, God

         10  willing, as a recommendation from the Subcommittee,

         11  because we basically have no other choice. Many of

         12  us that have been on the Committee over the last

         13  year or so have urged the Mayor to please come

         14  forward and as swiftly as possible, make an

         15  agreement to the takeover of these bus lines.

         16                 All of us know that in our districts,

         17  not only has there been less buses on our bus lines,

         18  but also that the buses that exist on our bus lines

         19  are not being upkept, are kept up, because the

         20  takeover always is eminent as of next month, two

         21  months, three months, four months, five months, so

         22  therefore the keeping of the buses in great shape

         23  has just not happened.

         24                 We are doing this today, there are

         25  Mayor's representatives here in the Committee room.
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          2  We hope that they will take a very clear message

          3  back -- we hope that the Mayor's representatives and

          4  every one that is in here will take a very clear

          5  message back to Mayor Bloomberg that we are not

          6  happy with the way that this has progressed, that

          7  this piece of legislation was sent to us very

          8  quickly, meaning that we needed to pass it. I think

          9  it was sent to us two days ago or something like

         10  that, without an opportunity for public, to look to

         11  the public, for the public to look at it, without an

         12  opportunity for us truly to analyze it.

         13                 And that according to the many

         14  meetings we've had on oversight, we believe that

         15  these negotiations should be progressing a lot

         16  quicker than they have. In fact, they probably

         17  should have been finalized at this point.

         18                 So we do hope that that message goes

         19  back. Our constituents are not happy about it, but

         20  we do not want a break in service. And when it comes

         21  January again and they look for another extension,

         22  it may not be as quick and forthcoming.

         23                 So, I'll open it up for discussion

         24  and then take a vote.

         25                 Councilman Avella.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

          3  Madam Chair.

          4                 I just want to reiterate the comments

          5  that I made at the Subcommittee hearing that in

          6  effect I saw this this morning, I saw the bill this

          7  morning, and because it was a message of necessity

          8  from the Mayor, it wasn't publicly noticed, so the

          9  public didn't have an opportunity to comment. We

         10  really have no option here with this bill. If we

         11  vote it down, on December 4th all these private bus

         12  companies will just go out of existence, and all

         13  those hundreds of thousands of riders will have no

         14  way to get to work, to school, to the doctor,

         15  whatever.

         16                 We can't even modify it. If we modify

         17  it, then we can't vote on it at today's session, and

         18  the next day is after December 4th. So, our only

         19  option is to vote in favor of this. And when I voted

         20  yes in the Subcommittee, I voted yes reluctantly

         21  because it concerns me that this is not how

         22  government should be operating, and the Council

         23  should be a full partner in these discussions and we

         24  shouldn't be holding up the ridership, the workers,

         25  both union and non-union and these companies that
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          2  are held hostage as to what's going to happen.

          3                 I think it's very unfortunate and it

          4  should have been done in a better way.

          5                 I will reluctantly vote yes on it

          6  then.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Councilman Felder,

          8  you need to go?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I would like

         10  to vote.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: How do you vote?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I vote yes.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         14                 Councilman Vann.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I have a

         16  delegation.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I know you have a

         18  delegation, yes.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         21                 Councilman Comrie, you had a comment?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes, Madam

         23  Chair.

         24                 The lines on page two, number 19

         25  through 22, seem to imply that the DOT would
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          2  franchise and review individually, or without coming

          3  back to it can extend the expiration date of

          4  operating authority or any private company to the

          5  30th day of June 2007. I was just concerned about

          6  that.

          7                 (Council Member Avella is not using

          8  the microphone.)

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So we're okay

         10  with it?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Okay. Because

         13  I just thought they were trying to back door

         14  something.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: There are too many

         16  chairs in the house.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'm sorry.

         18  This issue is just very important to Queens.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes. There are two

         20  bus lines that don't receive subsidies. If you

         21  recall, we did an extension, I believe it was like

         22  three months ago or so, and that is not part of

         23  this.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Okay, thank

         25  you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Good point.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you. I

          4  just wanted to be clear because I didn't want them

          5  to sneak in and pull out any autonomy from the

          6  Council, who I want to congratulate the Subcommittee

          7  Chair Tony Avella, the Chair Melinda Katz and John

          8  Liu for continuing to bring this issue, because the

          9  Mayor is really doing a disservice to the ridership.

         10  The ridership is going up in all of these areas

         11  where the private bus lines are all around the City,

         12  the density of housing is going up and this is the

         13  only option afforded to them, and unfortunately

         14  their service is the worst in the City.

         15                 They haven't been given new buses

         16  since 1999. You guys know the litany, I'm not going

         17  to go through it again, but it's just, the Mayor and

         18  the inability of them to cut this deal is doing a

         19  major disservice in the area where ridership would

         20  increase the day after they put new buses on the

         21  line and we need to get this done. It's a disservice

         22  to their electorate, and I think we need to remind

         23  their electorate consistently how they're being

         24  treated by this Administration.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you. Any

          3  other comments?

          4                 Councilman Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair.

          7                 As I've said in the Transportation

          8  Committee and here, my district is heavily served by

          9  the first series of lines mentioned in the bill,

         10  Liberty Lines.

         11                 My constituents have generally been

         12  very satisfied with Liberty Lines Service over the

         13  several decades that we've had it, and I think that

         14  as a general matter, we regret very much the Mayor's

         15  Decision to transfer the franchise to the MTA, and

         16  if I could think of some practical way of avoiding

         17  that, I would try and do it, but I don't think that

         18  there is a way.

         19                 In the meantime, these negotiations

         20  have proceeded in about the worst manner possible.

         21  They've been held in secret. I do not believe, I

         22  know the Mayor has said to me that he feels that

         23  these can't be held with more disclosure. I

         24  respectfully disagree with the Mayor on that. My

         25  constituents are in the dark, the workers are in the
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          2  dark as to what's going on. There is no reason for

          3  that.

          4                 In addition, the delays have caused

          5  delay in purchase of new equipment, and as the

          6  speaker has pointed out and Chairman Liu has pointed

          7  out, there is about -- there was about $150 million

          8  in federal money available to purchase new buses. I

          9  am told, and I can't confirm this but I am told that

         10  the Mayor's Office has indicated that in a recent

         11  appropriation bill in Washington, we lost I think

         12  approximately $15 million of that money because of

         13  the delay in using it. And it's really a shame and,

         14  frankly, a failing on the part of the administration

         15  to have allowed these negotiations to drag on as

         16  long, leave things uncertainty, not get new

         17  equipment, and now even lose millions of dollars as

         18  a result of the delay.

         19                 In addition, and this is true for my

         20  express bus riders, and I think for others here,

         21  they suffered an increase of a dollar a little over

         22  a year ago, about a year ago. That was a 33 percent

         23  increase. It went from three to four dollars to my

         24  riders. And I'm not very familiar with Queens, but I

         25  think it's similar. Anyway, they went from three to
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          2  four dollars a year ago, and now it's projected that

          3  they're going to go from four to five dollars, which

          4  is another 25 percent on top of a 33 percent

          5  increase.

          6                 While most of us are opposed to any

          7  increase on the subways and buses that are not these

          8  express bus routes or the private bus routes, those

          9  increases are talked about in the neighborhood of

         10  eight or ten percent, and here we're talking about

         11  another 25 percent on top of 33 percent.

         12                 And it's just a total failure, as far

         13  as I'm concerned, of transportation policy.

         14                 So, I will vote yes on this, but I

         15  think it's really, as the Chairman has indicated,

         16  it's a sign of a failure of transportation policy

         17  and I wish we could do more.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member

         19  Perkins, you need to go?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I'd just like

         21  to take an opportunity to vote. I want to vote aye

         22  --

         23                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: And associate

         25  myself with the brief remarks of my colleague,
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          2  Council Member Koppell.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Any other

          4  discussion?

          5                 Let's call the roll.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 11 in the

         23  affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

         24  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         25                 Council members, please sign the
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          2  Committee reports.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We're going to

          5  leave the roll open for only five minutes, because

          6  staff needs to get the paperwork done, and

          7  Transportation is meeting in here. So, five minutes.

          8                 Meeting adjourned.

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 11:30 a.m.)
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