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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to defective trouble lights on for-hire vehicles.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends section 19-508 of chapter 5 of title 19 by adding thereto a new subdivision c.

PROPOSED INT. NO. 195-A:                        
By: Council Members Martinez, Diaz, Dilan, Reyna, Sanders and Jackson; also Council Members Rodriguez and Stewart

TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the creation of an advisory board of drivers.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends section 19-520 of chapter 5 of title 19 by adding thereto a new subdivision f.

INTRODUCTION


On June 20, 2002, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 178 and Proposed Int. No. 195-A.  Int. No. 178 would amend section 19-508 of chapter 5 of title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York.  Proposed Int. No. 195-A would amend section 19-520 of chapter 5 of title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York.

INT. NO. 178
Section 19-508 of title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York relates to meters, radios and other equipment required in Taxi and Limousine Commission (TLC)-licensed vehicles.  Int. No. 178 would add a new subdivision (c) to section 19-508 that deals with defective trouble lights on for-hire vehicles.

Trouble lights, or emergency lights, on for-hire vehicles are mandated by TLC rule.  Section 6-13 of chapter 6 of title 35 of the Rules of the City of New York reads, in pertinent part, as follows:

§6-13 Partitions and Emergency Lights. A for-hire vehicle base and a for-hire vehicle owner shall be jointly and severally responsible for compliance with the following provisions and liable for violation thereof. No for-hire vehicle shall be used in the course of operations of a for-hire vehicle service unless the vehicle is in compliance with the following:

(b) The vehicle shall be equipped with a help or distress signaling light system, unless the owner is exempt pursuant to paragraph (7) of this subdivision. The light system shall be in accordance with the following specifications:

(1) The help or distress signaling light system shall consist of two turn signal type “lollipop” lights.

(2) One light shall be mounted on the front center of the vehicle, either on top of the bumper or forward or behind the grill. A second light shall be mounted on top of the rear bumper, to the left of the license plate.

(3) Each light shall be three to four inches in diameter, have a total rated output of thirty-two candle power and shall be the color amber or have an amber colored lens that the light output of the device is the color amber at thirty-two candle power.

(4) The activator shall be installed within easy reach of the driver and shall be silent when operating.

(5) The lights shall flash between 60 and 120 times per minute.

(6) The wiring shall not affect or interfere directly otherwise with any wiring or circuitry used by a meter for measuring time and distance.

(7) A vehicle shall be exempt from the requirements of this subdivision if the vehicle is affiliated only with a black car base or a luxury limousine base.

The penalty for violation of section 6-13(b) is set forth in section 6-22 of title 35 of the Rules of the City of New York.  This section provides for a fine of $100 and suspension until the condition is corrected, with a personal appearance required before the TLC’s adjudicatory tribunal.


New subdivision (c) of section 19-508, as added by Int. No. 178, would permit dismissal of a summons or notice of violation issued for a defective trouble light if proof of repair of such defect is provided to the adjudicatory body before which such summons or notice of violation is returnable within fifteen days after its issuance.  Furnishing the legal ability to avoid the $100 penalty for a citation for a defective trouble light is justified because oftentimes a trouble light will break without the driver knowing because such lights are not then in use.  Additionally, this may happen during the course of vehicle operation meaning that fixing it prior to return to the vehicles’ base station is difficult.  In such cases, neither the for-hire vehicle owner nor the base from which such vehicle is operating has committed any wrongdoing.  It is reasonable that a summons or notice of violation issued in such circumstances should be accompanied by the fifteen-day correction period provided by Int. No. 178.


Moreover, providing such a correction period would comport with comparable circumstances under New York State Law
.  When a summons is issued for a broken lamp, reflector or signaling device, the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles provides an opportunity to correct the condition and thereby avert paying the fine.  The rationale behind granting such a correction period is because these lights can malfunction during the course of driving under circumstances which make it impossible for an operator to immediately fix.  The same justification and corresponding opportunity to correct should be provided for a situation where a summons or notice of violation is issued for a defective for-hire vehicle trouble light.   

PROPOSED INT. NO. 195-A 
           Section 19-520 of  title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York relates to various advisory boards to the Taxi and Limousine Commission (TLC).  Proposed Int. No. 195-A would create a driver’s advisory board to the TLC by amending section 19-520 by adding thereto a new subdivision (f).


The intent of Proposed Int. No. 195-A is to create an official forum in which issues pertaining to TLC licensed drivers may be heard and driver complaints lodged.  The advisory board would be charged with advising the TLC, specifically, on “matters of safety, conditions of work and the fair enforcement of laws and rules governing drivers  licensed by the commission and to examine complaints about these matters...”  It is anticipated that this board will serve to capably and productively advise the TLC with regard to all matters directly affecting TLC licensed drivers, including detecting trends and common driver experiences that may indicate a need to revise and/or reform existing laws or rules relating to such drivers.


Proposed Int. No. 195-A that the advisory board shall consist of fifteen members, a majority of whom shall be the drivers of vehicles regulated by the TLC.  The balance of the board’s membership is to include members of the public, owners, organizations which advocate for drivers, as well as governmental agencies that enforce TLC rules.  Advisory board members are to be appointed to two-year terms as follows: two by the delegation of City Council Members from each borough and five by the Mayor.


Finally, Int. No. 195 has been amended in order to correct the section numbering.  The enactment clause was originally erroneously numbered as “§3”.  The amended version of the bill, Proposed Int. No. 195-A, corrects this and designates the enactment clause as “§2”. 

� New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law sections 376 and 376-a relate, respectively, to the requirement to have lamps, signaling devices and reflectors on vehicles and defective equipment.
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