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INT. NO. 340:
By:  Council Members Mendez, Brewer, James, Mark-Viverito, Palma, Reyna, Liu, Arroyo, Jackson, Comrie, Dickens, Garodnick, Lappin, Martinez, McMahon, White, Jr. and Katz

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notification of intent to demolish certain rent regulated housing accommodations.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends title 27 by adding a new sections 27-162.1 and 27-168.1.

BACKGROUND AND INTENT:
On October 10, 2007, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 340, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notification of intent to demolish certain rent regulated housing accommodations. This bill concerns the notification of the issuance of demolition or alteration permits for buildings that contain Rent Controlled or Rent Stabilized units.  As both certain kinds of alterations and demolitions may remove apartments from being subject to Rent Stabilization and Rent Control, which provide additional rental protections such as the right to lease renewals and regulation of rent increases, and as the scarcity of affordable housing continues to rise in New York City, this bill would ensure that Council Members and Community Boards representing tenants in Rent Stabilized and Controlled apartments would receive notification of the possibility of losing the tenants’ Rent Stabilized and Rent Controlled status at an earlier date.

The Committee expects to hear testimony from representatives of the Department of Buildings, tenant leaders, housing activists, owner advocates and representatives of the real estate industry. 

Int. No. 340

Bill section one provides for a new section 27-162.1 entitled, “Alteration application, statement of intent to demolish rent regulated housing,” to be added to the Building Code. This legislation would mandate that when an owner intends to files an application with the New York State Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR) for permission to evict Rent Controlled tenants, for the purpose of altering their building, the Department of Buildings (DOB or Department) must be notified in writing. The written notification must be included in the application filed with DOB for an alteration permit. Within five business days of granting a permit sought in that application, DOB would be required to notify in writing the Community Board and Council Member in whose districts the building is located.

Bill section two provides for a new section 27-168.1 entitled, “Demolition or removal application, statement of intent to demolish rent regulated housing, ” to also be added to the Building Code.  This section would mandate that an owner who intends to apply to DHCR for permission to terminate the lease of Rent Controlled or Rent Stabilized tenants in order to demolish their building would have to indicate that intent in writing on the application for a demolition permit submitted to DOB.  If the Department grants the application for the permit, the Department would then be required to provide written notification within five business days to the Community Board and Council Member in whose districts the building is located.

This legislation would take effect immediately.
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