New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 310

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Marte

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to install bilingual street name signs

Submitted by:
Council Member Marte

Justification:
In the 1980’s, the Department of Transportation (DOT) created bilingual street signs, in English and Chinese, for Manhattan’s Chinatown. However, the DOT never created a formalized bilingual street signs system, so when these bilingual street signs have to be replaced, it’s often with signs just in English. Additionally, while there are many neighborhoods that would benefit from bilingual street signs, they currently only exist in Manhattan’s Chinatown. 

This bill would formalize bilingual street signs, so they become the default signs in Manhattan’s Chinatown. By creating a process for Council Members and the Public Advocate to request bilingual street signs, immigrant communities all over New York City will be become more accessible to those who live and visit those neighborhoods but may not read English. 
