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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Good

          3  afternoon, Mr. Speaker, and to my colleagues and

          4  visitors to the Council. I am honored today to pay

          5  tribute to a well-established community-based

          6  organization with which I have had some very

          7  personal involvement for many, many years, that have

          8  included not only children of my own, but also

          9  nieces and nephews, and, so, today I'm honored to

         10  recognize the contributions of Boys and Girls

         11  Harbor, and I would like for those who are here

         12  representing them to please come forward.

         13                 Starting with the staff, Sandy Brown,

         14  Deputy Director of External Affairs, Boys and Girls

         15  Harbor. Bernadette Wallace, Director of the Pre and

         16  After School Services of Boys and Girls Harbor.

         17  Vanessa Taylor Malloyd, the Director of Senior

         18  Education. Surge Salisbury; Keith Collins; Michael

         19  Societi, Coordinators of Boys and Girls, Inc., and

         20  what really inspired me to want to do this was this

         21  extraordinary program that I had an opportunity to

         22  witness, and that is the MicroSociety. The

         23  MicroSociety is an innovative program that allows

         24  students to apply their skills and academic lessons

         25  in a simulated real world context. Boys and Girls
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          2  Harbor is the first after school program to run and

          3  coordinate a micro program.

          4                 Traditional academic subjects are

          5  reinforced an applied in jobs where students take on

          6  all the necessary adult roles.

          7                 In Harbor City students learn to run

          8  businesses, apply technology, development government

          9  and social agencies, some are even being trained to

         10  become Council members and Speakers and Deputy

         11  Majority Leaders, we're keeping our eye on them.

         12                 But they are developing the needed

         13  leadership skills, and are also present today and

         14  would like to call the students up. Camille Vogel,

         15  Lynn Carnegie -- Camille Vogel, Monica Cogens,

         16  Ashley Doctor, Brianna Gaskin, Sean Ned, Tiffany

         17  Santiago, Dorian Martinez. And we're going to

         18  present to each one of them a citation.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: And if the clerk

         20  could read the proclamation.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         22  of New York, Proclamation.

         23                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         24  New York is pleased and proud to honor Boys & Girls

         25  Harbor for its outstanding service to our City and

                                                            6

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  the Harlem community; and

          3                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

          4  custom of the New York City Council to honor the

          5  accomplishments of its finest organizations, and

          6  today we are delighted to recognize Boys & Girls

          7  Harbor for its extraordinary contributions to the

          8  lives of our children; and

          9                 Whereas: Founded in 1937 by Anthony

         10  Drexel Duke, Boys & Girls Harbor has, for over 66

         11  years, been a tremendous benefactor to the children

         12  of East and Central Harlem; and

         13                 Whereas: Boys & Girls Harbor is

         14  dedicated to empowering children and their families

         15  to become full, productive participants in society,

         16  and achieves this through a number of educational,

         17  cultural enrichment and social service programs; and

         18                 Whereas: Each year Boys & Girls

         19  Harbor helps over 6,000 individuals gain the skills

         20  and confidence necessary for long-term success in

         21  education, careers, and positive family and

         22  community life; and

         23                 Whereas: Today, we are particularly

         24  proud to honor Boys & Girls Harbor for the fine work

         25  and success it has achieved with its innovative
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          2  Micro Society Program, a program that gives students

          3  adult jobs and teaches them about roles in adult

          4  life. By allowing students to apply their skills and

          5  academic lessons in an "on the job" context, this

          6  groundbreaking program has meant added measures of

          7  confidence and independence for countless young

          8  people; and

          9                 Whereas: Boys & Girls Harbor is an

         10  organization whose contributions have been truly

         11  distinguished. It has enriched our City with its

         12  presence and is worthy of the esteem of all New

         13  Yorkers; now, therefore

         14                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         15  City of New York most gratefully honors BOYS AND

         16  GIRLS HARBOR for its outstanding service to the City

         17  and the Harlem community.

         18                 Signed this 3rd day of December in

         19  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         20  Speaker for the Entire Council; Bill Perkins, Deputy

         21  Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th District,

         22  Manhattan.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are indeed honored

         24  to have you here and are appreciative of the work

         25  that you've done on behalf of this City and the
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          2  children of this City and would love it if one of

          3  you would say a few words.

          4                 PARTICIPANT: I'd like to thank

          5  everybody, Speaker Miller, Councilman Perkins,

          6  Councilman Phil Reed and all of our public

          7  officials, for honoring us.

          8                 We've been in business for 67 years,

          9  and we're in the business of making kids productive,

         10  intelligent and strong participants in this

         11  community.

         12                 We'd like to thank all of our

         13  supporters who supported us in private capacity and

         14  in public capacity, and I think this is a great

         15  opportunity for the kids to see their legislative

         16  body on a local level, work to its fullest.

         17                 I would like to say thank you on

         18  behalf of our founder, Tony Duke, Hans Haberman, our

         19  Executive Director, Steve Danhauser, the Chairman of

         20  our Board, and all of our dedicated staff and

         21  personnel.

         22                 So, thank you so much, and we are so

         23  happy to be here and to receive this honor.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Who wants to

         25  say a word on behalf of the -- do you want to say a
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          2  word? Don't be shy.

          3                 BRIANNA: I'm glad to see this award.

          4  It was really hard because I really had to work for

          5  it, and I was glad when I earn things, because I

          6  work very hard to earn them.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Anybody else?

          8                 PARTICIPANT: I just want to say thank

          9  you for giving me this award, and like Brianna said,

         10  we worked hard for this.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Okay,

         12  wonderful. All right, thank you very much.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all for

         14  being here and for your work.

         15                 So we do one more with Council Member

         16  Lopez and then we have a very special guest.

         17                 Council Member Lopez has also a

         18  number of special guests.

         19                 Council Member Lopez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: At this point I

         21  would like to ask the members of IBR to move to the

         22  front, please.

         23                 You're going to see a total of 20

         24  scientists that are here today, and some of them

         25  specialize in different areas of investigation of

                                                            10

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  the human behavior.

          3                 It is with great pleasure that today

          4  I'm presenting this proclamation one more time to

          5  the IBR Institute.

          6                 This organization distinguished

          7  themselves for conducting research that have created

          8  a lot of good things. And in those good things, one

          9  of the things that they do is to create studies that

         10  look into the early attention, arousal and

         11  self-regulation system, including later perception

         12  and learning problems, mental retardation, cerebral

         13  palsy, autism, and other developmental disabilities,

         14  plus a substantial human and public health problem,

         15  causing a huge loss in human potential and require a

         16  special education rehabilitation care, intensive or

         17  long-term medical care, and vocational and

         18  residential support.

         19                 The investigations that they conduct

         20  in this institute have created a lot of savings for

         21  the Department of Health and the City of New York,

         22  and today one more time I'm bringing them here to

         23  prove my point that Governor Pataki is out of his

         24  mind when he proposed to reduce or close this

         25  institution, because the only thing that this
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          2  institution is doing is contributing to our humanity

          3  and to help the budget of the City of New York and

          4  the State of New York to keep healthy.

          5                 With no more, I introduce to you the

          6  group.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

          8  Member Lopez.

          9                 If the clerk could read the

         10  proclamation.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

         12  New York, Proclamation.

         13                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         14  New York is pleased and proud to honor the New York

         15  State Institute for Basic Research in Development

         16  Disabilities (IBR), Staten Island, for its

         17  outstanding contributions to the field of

         18  developmental disabilities; and

         19                 Whereas: Today, we are proud to honor

         20  the Institute for Basic Research - the research arm

         21  of the New York State Office of Mental Retardation

         22  and Developmental Disabilities - for its research

         23  and services in early identification of and early

         24  intervention for developmental disabilities,

         25  including preschool intervention for autism; and
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          2                 Whereas: The consequences and

          3  problems of infants' early attention, arousal, and

          4  self-regulation systems, including later perception

          5  and learning problems, mental retardation, cerebral

          6  palsy, autism, and other developmental disabilities,

          7  pose a substantial human and public health problem

          8  causing a huge loss in human potential and requiring

          9  special education, rehabilitation care, intensive or

         10  long-term medical care, and/or vocational and

         11  residential support; and

         12                 Whereas: IBR scientists have

         13  conducted studies of how infants' early attention,

         14  arousal, attention and self-regulation systems

         15  develop to determine how problems in these systems

         16  may form the basis for later problems; in assessing

         17  more than 5,000 high and low-risk infants and

         18  toddlers in these areas, as well as cognition and

         19  motor skills, IBR scientists have made substantial

         20  contributions to developing and refining methods for

         21  such assessments in order to facilitate earlier

         22  identification of and intervention for developmental

         23  disabilities; and

         24                 Whereas: IBR scientists, with the

         25  Association in Manhattan for Autistic Children, have
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          2  established an intensive intervention program for

          3  children with autism that is based on the method of

          4  applied behavior analysis (ABA). This program, now

          5  viewed as a model school, has succeeded in reducing

          6  the severity of many students' symptoms and helped

          7  them transition to functioning in typical school

          8  settings; and

          9                 Whereas: IBR Scientists were one of

         10  the first research groups to establish an

         11  association between autism and fragile X syndrome;

         12  have recently identified a gene that predicts the

         13  severity of autism in boys and that may have

         14  implications in treatment; and, through their

         15  clinical services and publications, have directly

         16  influenced the treatment of many children with

         17  autism, and

         18                 Whereas: It is with a tremendous

         19  sense of gratitude that we honor the New York State

         20  Institute for Basic Research in Developmental

         21  Disabilities; its programs of research, service, and

         22  education benefit countless individuals with

         23  developmental disabilities and their families in our

         24  City; now, therefore,

         25                 Be It Known: That the Council of the
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          2  City of New York most gratefully honors the NEW YORK

          3  STATE INSTITUTE FOR BASIC RESEARCH IN DEVELOPMENTAL

          4  DISABILITIES, for its outstanding research and

          5  clinical services in the early identification of and

          6  early intervention for developmental disabilities

          7  that benefits the City and the community.

          8                 Signed this 3rd day of December in

          9  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         10  Speaker for the Entire Council; Margarita Lopez,

         11  Council Member, 2nd District, Manhattan.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: I know, Council

         13  member, we're so honored by your work, we're

         14  incredibly appreciative that you're here and all

         15  that you've done for our City and for our residents.

         16                 I know Council Member McMahon would

         17  like to say a few words, and we'll hear from Dr.

         18  Gardner and Dr. Cohen, very briefly.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I just want

         20  to say real quickly how proud we are of IBR, but

         21  also as a Staten Islander, how appreciative we are

         22  of the work that Council Member Lopez has done with

         23  her committee that works on issues of mental health.

         24                 When the government threatened to

         25  close IBR, we went to her and she has taken up the
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          2  causes, a true champion, that is not only helping

          3  Staten Island, but spreading the word throughout

          4  this State that the great work that IBR is doing is

          5  critical for the mental health, and to make sure

          6  that you all can do your work every day.

          7                 I want to give a special, of course

          8  we recognize you, you know how much we love you, but

          9  we also want to give her a special thanks.

         10                 DR. GARDNER: Thank you all so much

         11  for this honor, on behalf of myself and all my

         12  colleagues, and staff and friends, I would like to

         13  thank New York City Council, Margarita Lopez, who is

         14  wonderful, and Speaker Miller, and all our

         15  representatives from Staten Island, especially Mike,

         16  but, you know, the others too, and Tim. I live in

         17  your district. For the recognition of our research

         18  and our efforts on the assessment and follow-up of

         19  high-risk in infant children, many of them with

         20  genetic disorders, many of them with CNS injury,

         21  brain-injured infants, things happened before and

         22  after birth. We would like to thank very much the

         23  medical and nursing staff at St. Vincent's Hospital

         24  on Staten Island, for their continued fantastic

         25  support, we're in the hospital every day with them.
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          2  But most of all, we owe a huge debt to our babies

          3  and children and families who participate in our

          4  research projects. Without them we wouldn't be

          5  anything. And without their willingness to come in

          6  and participate and go through our attention

          7  procedures and our other procedures, so we can know

          8  what happens to these children if they grow up, so

          9  we can better design projects and programs for them.

         10  We would be lost. See, I'm going off script.

         11                 And we also have to thank the State

         12  of New York and the Institute of Basic Research, and

         13  the people who formed the Institute for Basic

         14  Research, who had the foresight to do so many years

         15  ago, and we hope we'll be able to continue our work

         16  for many years into the future.

         17                 DR. COHEN: I would like to echo Dr.

         18  Gardner's views. I would like to thank especially

         19  Councilwoman Lopez, who has been a tremendous

         20  supporter for IBR and through your publicity maybe

         21  we will be saved.

         22                 Also, Councilman McMahon and

         23  Councilman Oddo, we thank you very much for your

         24  support.

         25                 I study autism. This is a disorder
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          2  which affects about one in 200 children population.

          3  The numbers of such children identified have been

          4  increasing, and we need to identify these children

          5  very early, because there is evidence that if we

          6  start intervention early and do it intensively, we

          7  can significantly change the outcome in these

          8  children. In some cases they lose their diagnoses.

          9  This is very important.

         10                 What we don't know is which children

         11  benefit, which don't, and can we design programs to

         12  help the ones who don't, and/or medications to help

         13  them improve and learn.

         14                 We are working on precisely those

         15  factors in the research that we're doing at the

         16  Institute, and together with the association in

         17  Manhattan for Autistic Children, we've developed a

         18  fairly effective early intervention program for such

         19  children.

         20                 Hopefully with your support, the work

         21  that we're doing in IBR will continue in the far

         22  future. Thank you.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, all, for

         24  the work that you're doing on behalf of the City.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 My colleagues, we have an

          3  extraordinary special visitor today. We have the

          4  Mayor of Jerusalem, Mayor Lupolianski, who is here.

          5  Uri Lupolianski is an extraordinary citizen of the

          6  world. He has been Mayor of the City since June of

          7  2003, Mayor of the City of Jerusalem. But even

          8  before that, founding in 1976 Yad Sarah, one of the

          9  most extraordinarily successful agencies providing

         10  extraordinary work to Jews, Muslims, Christians and

         11  Druse alike in Israel, somebody's whose record of

         12  public service extends long beyond elective office,

         13  but who has really dedicated himself to peace and

         14  tolerance and freedom in Israel, and we are so

         15  enormously grateful that he has taken the time to

         16  visit us here today.

         17                 We have a proclamation for him, of

         18  course, and would love for the clerk to read the

         19  proclamation and we'd be very, very grateful, I know

         20  all of my colleagues would appreciate it if you

         21  would say a few words, share with us some of your

         22  wisdom and understanding on behalf of the people of

         23  Jerusalem.

         24                 If the Clerk could read the

         25  Proclamation.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

          3  New York, Proclamation.

          4                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          5  New York is pleased and proud to honor Rabbi Uri

          6  Lupolianski, newly-elected Mayor of Jerusalem, for

          7  his distinguished service to the people of Israel;

          8  and

          9                 Whereas: Rabbi Uri Lupolianski

         10  exemplifies all that is most noble and noteworthy in

         11  human achievement: abundant generosity; the

         12  development of one's intellect, spirit and talents

         13  to help nurture and educate others; advocating and

         14  proudly extolling one's heritage; and a commitment

         15  to the values, issues and concerns that most

         16  forcefully strengthen community bonds; and

         17                 Whereas: In June of this year, Rabbi

         18  Lupolianski was elected Mayor of Jerusalem, Israel,

         19  a position to which he brings years of experience

         20  and expertise: in 1989 he was elected to the

         21  Jerusalem City Council; he has also held the

         22  positions of Deputy Mayor, Chairperson of the

         23  Planning and Building Committee and was responsible

         24  for the Family Services and Community Portfolio; and

         25                 Whereas: Mr. Lupolianski has always
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          2  made service to others a matter of personal

          3  priority. In 1976 he established the Yad Sarah

          4  organization in memory of his grandmother who

          5  perished in the Holocaust; and

          6                 Whereas: This internationally

          7  renowned, non-sectarian organization has some 6,000

          8  volunteers working out of 96 branches countrywide,

          9  and provides medical equipment, supplies and a

         10  variety of home-care support services to all in need

         11  of assistance; and

         12                 Whereas: For his distinguished work

         13  with Yad Sarah, Mr. Lupolianski has received

         14  numerous award and honors, including the Israel

         15  Prize, the Presidents Volunteer Prize, the Knesset

         16  Speakers Award, and the Kaplan Prize for Efficiency;

         17  and

         18                 Whereas: Today, we honor Rabbi Uri

         19  Lupolianski for his extraordinary contributions to

         20  the lives of countless individuals in Israel, as

         21  well as for his stellar leadership as Mayor of

         22  Jerusalem. He has enriched us with his presence and

         23  is worthy of our deepest esteem and gratitude; now,

         24  therefore

         25                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

                                                            21

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  City of New York most gratefully honors URI

          3  LUPOLIANSKI for his contribution to the City of

          4  Jerusalem, and for his remarkable and inspiring

          5  leadership.

          6                 Signed this 3rd day of December in

          7  the Year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

          8  Speaker for the Entire Council.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: It is indeed an honor

         10  to have you here, and important for us all to stand

         11  together, because the most important thing that you

         12  should know is the people of the City of New York

         13  stand with the people of Jerusalem, in friendship

         14  and in common battle for freedom, for peace,

         15  throughout our cities and throughout the world.

         16                 Thank you for being here.

         17                 RABBI LUPOLIANSKI: Thank you. It is

         18  an honor and a pleasure to be here and to bring to

         19  you the blessing of the holy City of Jerusalem, the

         20  Capital of the State, of State of Israel, and I

         21  think in turn the spiritual capital of the world.

         22  And I'm so grateful that I am here and get the

         23  certificate from you. Thank you very much.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you.

         25  I want to thank Michael Landau, as well, of course,
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          2  for bringing you to us and thank all of your

          3  colleagues here in your delegation.

          4                 Thank you all for being here.

          5                 MAYOR LUPOLIANSKI: Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you my

          7  colleagues. Is Council Member Sears here?

          8                 Council Member Sears, there she is. I

          9  know, my colleague, you've brought some wonderful

         10  special guests here, and if you would like to bring

         11  them forward, we'd be very appreciative.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I will indeed.

         13                 Before I do that, I would like to ask

         14  all the members of the Ethics Committee to come

         15  forward. I know that I think almost all of you are

         16  here. Thank you. All right, they'll come in in a

         17  second, but I'm going to call up, Mark Davis,

         18  Mariana Freyre, and Bruce Gordon, all of you to come

         19  up.

         20                 Are all the members of the Committee

         21  here? And Andrew Lanza, I have to call them by their

         22  name and then they will. David. Where is Joel

         23  Rivera, he was here? Joel? There he is. Are we all

         24  present? And now we can have all the other Council

         25  members.
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          2                 All right, I just have a few things

          3  to say because the Conflicts of Interest Board I've

          4  always said are friends and they have demonstrated

          5  over and over again that they have our best interest

          6  at heart.

          7                 Today we have from that Board, and I

          8  love to say her name, is Angela Mariana Freyre, and

          9  I have to tell you a little bit about her, because

         10  she's the first Latina to serve as a member of the

         11  Board, that in itself is a very big accomplishment.

         12                 Mariana is a native of Cuba. She

         13  speaks English, Spanish and French very fluently.

         14  She is a partner at Codair Brothers, and I have to

         15  tell you, and I think this is probably her greatest

         16  accomplishment, she is a chef of Cordon Blue. So

         17  with that, we're all coming for dinner. I want you

         18  to know that.

         19                 All right, we can't accept it. You

         20  bring the food, we'll cook.

         21                 MS. FREYRE: Very good.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: And we have

         23  Professor Bruce Green, who is a Professor at Fordham

         24  Law School. He's the Director of the Lewis Stein

         25  Center for Law and Ethics. He has been a member of
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          2  the COIB since 1995, and he is a prolific scholar

          3  whose writings focus primarily on professional

          4  ethics, criminal law and procedure.

          5                 Professor Green Chairs and serves on

          6  many bar associations, professional ethics

          7  committees, and I really thank you. I thank you for

          8  all the work that you do, and for being with us

          9  today.

         10                 May we call upon our Clerk, Victor

         11  Robles, to read the Proclamation.

         12                 Before we do that --

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: No, no, that's good.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: That's good.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Please begin.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         17  of New York, Proclamation.

         18                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         19  New York is proud and pleased to honor the New York

         20  City Conflicts of Interest Board upon the

         21  anniversary of the issuance of its first Opinion on

         22  November 21, 1989; and

         23                 Whereas: The Conflicts of Interest

         24  Board is an independent body, dedicated to giving

         25  oral and written advice concerning the City's
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          2  conflicts of interest code, teaching public servants

          3  what that law requires, administering the City's

          4  financial disclosure law in order to prevent the

          5  unethical conduct by City officers, employees, and

          6  elected officials, who may be prosecuted and fined

          7  by the Board for violation of these rules; and

          8                 Whereas: The Board's five Members

          9  currently consist of Chairperson Steven B.

         10  Rosenfeld, Angela Mariana (Manana) Freyre, Professor

         11  Bruce A. Green, Jane W. Parver and Benito Romano,

         12  Mayoral appointees whose appointments the Council

         13  was delighted to confirm; and

         14                 Whereas: These learned Members are

         15  supplemented by a knowledgeable staff of nineteen,

         16  divided into four substantive units (plus MIS and

         17  Administration) which consist of Training and

         18  Education; Legal Advice; Enforcement; and, Financial

         19  Disclosure; and

         20                 Whereas: The Board this year issued

         21  its 200th formal Advisory Opinion, disposed of its

         22  1,000th enforcement case, and has since 1989, issued

         23  over 5,500 opinions, conducted over 1,200 ethics

         24  training classes, and received over 168,000

         25  financial disclosure reports, thereby promoting
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          2  integrity in City government, ensuring that public

          3  trust in public service is not misplaced, now,

          4  therefore

          5                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York honors THE CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

          7  BOARD for its outstanding contributions to the

          8  integrity, honesty, and honor of the City.

          9                 Signed this 3rd day of December in

         10  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         11  Speaker for the Entire Council; Helen Sears, Council

         12  Member, 25th District, Queens.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so honored and

         14  appreciative of the work that you do on behalf of

         15  our City and often it can go unthanked. That's why

         16  it's important for this evening, for the day, and so

         17  we'd be very appreciative if you'd say a few words.

         18                 PARTICIPANT: Certainly. On behalf of

         19  my fellow Board members and the staff of the

         20  Conflicts of Interest Board, we're very, very

         21  pleased and honored to receive this.

         22                 We take our responsibilities on the

         23  Conflict Board very seriously, and so we are very

         24  moved and proud to be recognized for it.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you,

          3  all.

          4                 PARTICIPANT: I would just add that

          5  we're grateful for the support we've had, not only

          6  this year but over the years from the City Council.

          7  And on behalf of the Board I'd say we're

          8  particularly grateful for the hard work that our

          9  staff does under very difficult circumstances.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just want to

         12  particularly salute the Chair of our Ethics

         13  Committee, whose been a tremendous advocate for the

         14  Conflicts of Interest Board and for this issue

         15  that's a matter of tremendous importance to the City

         16  at large. Thank you, Helen.

         17                 Thank you all.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: The Stated

         19  Meeting of December 3rd, 2003, please come to order.

         20                 Roll call.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Espada.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: James.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Presente'.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

          4  present. Please rise for the Invocation by Rabbi

          5  Jonathan Glass.

          6                 RABBI GLASS: Men and women of the

          7  City Council, in a few days we will again remember

          8  the occasion that began our efforts to stand up to

          9  totalitarianism, and although the 20th Century may

         10  also be remembered for being one of the bloodiest,

         11  much of that blood was shed for the preservation of

         12  freedom.

         13                 At the beginning of this century, we

         14  experienced a similar event of what happened at

         15  Pearl Harbor over 60 years ago, let's pray that our

         16  efforts to defeat intolerance will conclude sooner

         17  and with a much less loss of life.

         18                 Amen.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amen.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Weprin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, I'd like to make a motion to spread the

         24  Invocation in full upon the record.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 Adoption of the Minutes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

          5  Papers from the Mayor.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 778.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

          8  Elections.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 779.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         11  Elections.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 780.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         14  Elections.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         16  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 781, on page

         18  two through M 817 on page six.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         20  and Communications.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Those all referred to

         22  the Committee on Transportation.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's okay.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Petitions and
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          2  Communications.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          5  Call-Ups.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          8  Communication from the Speaker.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, I just

         10  want to remind people that we have a scheduled

         11  meeting on December 11th, and then a final meeting

         12  on December 15th, and at this point I'd like to ask

         13  the Chair of the Land Use Committee to take a little

         14  bit of my time to discuss a couple of important

         15  matters that are on the agenda today.

         16                 Council Member, Chairwoman Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Mr. Speaker, my

         18  colleagues, today on the agenda for the City Council

         19  is an extremely important application and proposal

         20  which involves Staten Island.

         21                 We are about today to monumentally

         22  rezone six neighborhoods in the Borough of Staten

         23  Island. As many of you have been reading in the

         24  newspapers, not only the Staten Island Advance, in

         25  all of the newspapers throughout the City of New
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          2  York, there has been discussion about Staten Island

          3  over the last various years being over-developed and

          4  being the area where people are going in, buying

          5  one-family homes next to one another, tearing them

          6  down and in their place, building multi-dwelling

          7  units.

          8                 We know that this is happening all

          9  over the entire city, in some of our smaller

         10  neighborhoods. The City Council is vowing to protect

         11  the neighborhood characteristics of our communities,

         12  and this is one step towards that. In six

         13  neighborhoods in Staten Island we are downzoning the

         14  areas in order to preserve the characteristics of

         15  the community with which it's surrounding. We look

         16  forward to this proposal. We thank the

         17  Administration, and we thank the Speaker of this

         18  City Council for taking such a strong position on

         19  this, and I would particularly like to thank the

         20  three Council members from Staten Island, Mike

         21  McMahon, Jimmy Oddo, and Andrew Lanza for all of the

         22  hard work and dedication that they have given to

         23  their communities to bring us to the point that we

         24  are at today. I would also like to thank the staff

         25  of the Land Use Division.
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          2                 My colleagues, today's application

          3  and passing of these downzoning shows a commitment

          4  by this New York City Council to preserve our

          5  neighborhoods in the characteristics that we enjoy.

          6  We look forward to working with the Administration,

          7  with the Speaker, on so many others throughout the

          8  City of New York.

          9                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate, for

         10  your time.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: And that includes the

         12  Communication from the Speaker.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         14  of General Orders.

         15                 First Councilman McMahon.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate, and in line with the comments

         18  from Chairwoman Katz, who chairs, so ably chairs our

         19  Land Use Committee, I just want to say a few words

         20  about the downzoning application from Staten Island

         21  that we'll be voting on today, and just thank those

         22  who were so actively involved, and first and

         23  foremost thank my two colleagues from Staten Island,

         24  Jim Oddo and Andrew Lanza, because although there

         25  are many things we -- a few things we may not agree
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          2  upon, certainly the development issues, issues of

          3  over-development, the future of Staten Island and

          4  the future of this City of New York, seeing it more

          5  from a planned perspective, seeing it more from a

          6  rational perspective, is something that I think we

          7  always agree upon.

          8                 I also want to thank the Borough

          9  President of Staten Island, Jim Molinaro, who took

         10  the initiative in getting these applications filed,

         11  and used his staff to do that, and I also want to

         12  thank the Department of City Planning under their

         13  leadership of Amanda Burden, who worked so hard to

         14  get these done.

         15                 You cannot believe what is happening

         16  on Staten Island and it's happening up until this

         17  minute, until this vote, that builders are trying to

         18  beat the clock by sinking foundations, to sort of

         19  abrogate the will of the people, as is being

         20  evidenced by the vote that we take here today.

         21                 And, so, it's crucial that we pass

         22  this vote, and I want to especially thank the

         23  Chairwoman Katz and of course her able staff at the

         24  Land Use Committee here in the City Council, and

         25  just to say this, to all my colleagues from across
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          2  the City, that I think there was no issue that we

          3  have to deal with more than the land issue and the

          4  problem of overdevelopment or builders who have no

          5  more ethical value or moral value, and build out to

          6  maximize their profit. We set an example on Staten

          7  Island, but we still have a lot of work to do out

          8  there, and I know we pledge our support in making

          9  sure that our City remains the greatest City in the

         10  world to live in, and of course, in my opinion,

         11  Staten Island, the greatest borough in the City of

         12  New York, to live in.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you. And

         17  I, too, rise as Council Member McMahon just did to

         18  talk about the downzonings and to start out with a

         19  thank you to this City Council, to the Speaker, to

         20  Chairwoman Katz, to the Subcommittee Chair Tony

         21  Avella, and to all the Land Use staff folks, I say

         22  thank you.

         23                 What the Council is doing today and

         24  what these applications do is right a wrong, a wrong

         25  that simultaneously was created 40 years ago and has
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          2  been 40 years in the making. The rules of the game

          3  that governed building, the zoning resolution, are

          4  outdated, they're antiquated, and they're

          5  ineffective. And when you drive through communities

          6  that the overwhelming majority of the housing stock

          7  is one-family detached homes, and you see these

          8  homes being torn down and multi-unit attached row

          9  housing is shoddily being built in their place you

         10  have to do something.

         11                 Unfortunately, the folks on the other

         12  side of this issue have tried to couch it in terms

         13  of affordable housing, and I would say to my

         14  colleagues that a two-bedroom attached row house

         15  that goes for $440,000 in San Lane is not affordable

         16  housing.

         17                 I want to thank the Borough President

         18  of Staten Island and his staff, who have done a

         19  wonderful job. And just a few weeks ago the Finance

         20  Chair David Weprin gave a speech on the floor of

         21  this Council, and if you would have taken the

         22  nameplate away, you would have thought that he

         23  represented Staten Island. So, I know this is an

         24  issue that transcends and goes past the Verrazano

         25  Bridge, and I look forward to returning the favor to
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          2  my colleagues who seek the same type of relief that

          3  we do.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 I, too, want to join my colleagues,

         10  Council Member McMahon and Council Member Oddo, in

         11  thanking, especially not only the City Council, but

         12  the Land Use Committee, Chairwoman Katz and Chairman

         13  Avella for this very important work.

         14                 There is no issue, nothing threatens

         15  the quality of life on Staten Island more than the

         16  reckless unplanned over-development that we've

         17  experienced over the last 25 years, and there is a

         18  lot that can be done but I think there is no greater

         19  tool we have than to change the zoning requirements

         20  that would allow for building which is more

         21  characteristic and keeping with the character of the

         22  community on Staten Island.

         23                 So, this City Council I think should

         24  be proud of itself because the work that we've done

         25  with these downzoning applications means an awful
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          2  lot to the people of Staten Island, and really

          3  improves the quality of life out there on Staten

          4  Island, and, again, I just want to thank my

          5  colleagues on the City Council for doing this very

          6  important work.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          8  nobody else, let's move on.

          9                 Report of Special Committees.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         12  Standing Committees.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         14  Committee on Environmental Protection.

         15                 Intro. 122-A.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         17  over.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 585-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         20  over.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         22  Committee on General Welfare.

         23                 Reso 908.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the
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          2  Committee on Housing and Buildings. Intro. 581-A.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          4  over.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          6  Committee on Land Use.

          7                 LU 520 and companion Reso 1191.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 521 and

         11  companion Reso 1192.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 545 and

         15  companion Reso 1193.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         17  General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 546 and

         19  companion Reso 1194.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 548 and

         22  companion Reso 1195.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 549 and

         25  companion Reso 1196.

                                                            43

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 550 and

          4  companion Reso 1197.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 552 and

          7  companion Reso 1198.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 582 and

         10  companion Reso 1199.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 583.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         14  modifications, referred to City Planning Commission.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 554.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         17  modifications and referred to City Planning

         18  Commission.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 587 and

         20  companion Reso 1200.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         22  Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 588 and

         24  companion Reso 1201.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          4  Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 261-A.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rereferred to the

          7  Committees on Mental Health, Retardation,

          8  Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disability Services and

          9  Transportation.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         11  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  general order calendar.

         14                 At this point I ask the clerk to call

         15  all items coupled on the General Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Pass.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye on all.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          3  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          4  vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

          5  and zero abstentions.

          6                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items referred to

          8  the Committee as indicated on the schedule.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         10  of Resolutions.

         11                 Council Member McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Just to

         13  briefly state, Madam Public Advocate, that we are

         14  voting on a resolution today which calls on the

         15  federal government to bestow upon Father Mychal

         16  Judge posthumously the Presidential Medal of

         17  Freedom.

         18                 I'm sure everyone knows Father

         19  Judge's great history as a champion for not only the

         20  Fire Department of the City of New York, especially

         21  the Fire Department of the City of New York, but

         22  especially for those who suffered from AIDS or HIV

         23  or who are homeless and whose lives he touched

         24  everyday with his great efforts. I just want to call

         25  to my colleagues' attention that we are honoring
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          2  this great man today. This is a resolution sponsored

          3  by Speaker Miller, which I was glad to join upon,

          4  and it was on the resolution vote calendar for

          5  today, and I urge you all to vote for it.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Gentile, would you like to vote on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Yes on all.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes on all.

         12                 All items on today's General Order

         13  Calendar were adopted by a vote of 48 in the

         14  affirmative.

         15                 Let's vote on the resolution.

         16                 All in favor?

         17                 Any objections?

         18                 Adopted.

         19                 General Discussion.

         20                 Council Member Gennaro.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes. Thank

         22  you, Madam Public Advocate. I'd just like to call

         23  everyone's attention to Resolution 1183, introduced

         24  by myself and Council Member Weprin, which would

         25  strongly condemn the bombings in Turkey.
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          2                 We've heard in recent days about

          3  incidents here at home, and we stood side-by-side at

          4  a press conference earlier today with Speaker

          5  Gifford and the head of the Jewish Caucus, Council

          6  Member Nelson, and I'd like to thank all my

          7  colleagues that participated in that press

          8  conference where we spoke out very strongly against

          9  local acts of anti-Semitism, as well as what's

         10  taking place in Turkey. The situation in Turkey is

         11  particularly odious because the idea behind those

         12  bombs is to destabilize a country that's been a

         13  model of Jews and Muslims living together for the

         14  last 500 years and for Al Qaeda to try to

         15  destabilize this peace-loving nation as something

         16  that I believe that we should speak out strongly in

         17  opposition to, and I thank Council Member Weprin for

         18  joining me in this resolution. I ask all members to

         19  sign on. Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member DeBlasio, would you like to vote on the

         22  General?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate, I vote aye on all.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The vote is
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          2  49 in the affirmative, zero in the negative.

          3                 Council Member Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I, too, want

          5  to join with my Council Member Jim Gennaro in asking

          6  our colleagues to support our resolution on Turkey

          7  today.

          8                 About an hour ago we joined with a

          9  number of members from various and diverse

         10  communities, along with the Consul General of

         11  Turkey, Omar Anhahn, in condemning the recent acts

         12  of anti-Semitism in Brooklyn and Queens, and

         13  throughout the City, and of course we want to really

         14  condemn with this resolution the most recent acts in

         15  Turkey.

         16                 Last month the City if Istanbul was

         17  devastated by a terror attack upon the Jewish

         18  Community, and which two synagogues, Navay Shalom

         19  and Beth Israel, were destroyed, two dozen people

         20  murdered and more than 300 citizens injured.

         21                 Equally abhorrent was the following

         22  attack upon the British Consulate, and the HSBC

         23  Bank, which added another 30 people to the death

         24  roll, and 450 additional wounded.

         25                 Turkey is a strong ally of the United
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          2  States, and a strong opponent of Al Qaeda. The same

          3  terrorist organization responsible for 9/11 attacks

          4  on the World Trade Center, and is now suffering for

          5  its opposition to terrorism.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          7  please.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: The crime

          9  perpetrated against Turkey is no different than that

         10  brought against the citizens of our City. It is

         11  vial, it is despicable, and it sends us a chilling

         12  message that in a world striving to maintain human

         13  dignity and peace, there are those who seek to

         14  destroy our efforts and create some type of domestic

         15  society that is dedicated to murder, destruction of

         16  life and property and the destabilization of all

         17  that we cherish in our world.

         18                 I join with my colleague, Councilman

         19  Gennaro, and urge all my colleagues to support

         20  Resolution 1183.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Nelson, would you like to vote on the General

         24  Calendar?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I ask
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          2  unanimous permission to vote on all Land Use orders

          3  and General Orders.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 We are now 50 in the affirmative and

          6  zero in the negative.

          7                 Council Member Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

          9                 I rise to just alert my colleagues to

         10  some information that's on their desk. Next

         11  Thursday, from 4:30 to 6:00 and then from 6:00 to

         12  8:00 after that, the Health Committee, along with

         13  the Women's Issues Committee, the Women's Caucus,

         14  the Black Latino and Asian Caucus, we are holding a

         15  Health Fair and hearing regarding women of color and

         16  breast cancer and the barriers to care, which exists

         17  for women of color in New York City, as they attempt

         18  to make sure that if they have breast cancer they

         19  are getting the treatment they need, and as

         20  importantly identify breast cancer as early as

         21  possible.

         22                 We have a number of participating

         23  organizations who are going to be here during the

         24  health fare giving out information and then a series

         25  of expert panels for the hearing which starts at
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          2  6:00.

          3                 I wanted to encourage as many of my

          4  colleagues to come as possible. On your desk are

          5  some flyers in a number of different languages. If

          6  people need more or would like us to mail any to any

          7  particular groups or individuals in their district,

          8  we would appreciate it and look forward to seeing

          9  people next Thursday at the health fare and hearing

         10  which will be right after the State Meeting.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 Council Member Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 My colleagues, I rise this afternoon

         18  to let you know that tomorrow there will be a

         19  hearing held by the Contracts Committee at 1:00 p.m.

         20  on the Snapple contract.

         21                 As you know, many of you have spoken

         22  to me about holding a hearing on that. I'll be doing

         23  that in conjunction with my colleague, David Weprin

         24  and the Chair of the Finance Committee. We're

         25  expecting Bill Thompson, our City Comptroller, many
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          2  of the businesses that wanted to get the contract

          3  but did not, and many of the distributors are going

          4  to be impacted. So, this is going to be an exciting

          5  hearing and I urge all of you to come out and listen

          6  to the testimony that's going to be given by all of

          7  those present, tomorrow afternoon here in the

          8  Chambers.

          9                 And also I rise to give notice to

         10  Resolution Number 1182, introduced by my colleague,

         11  Helen Diane Foster, commending the AFL-CIO's

         12  campaign to restore workers freedom to form unions

         13  and bargain collectively in the United States, and

         14  their kick-off campaign march and rally in New York

         15  City on International Human Rights Day, December

         16  10th, 2003.

         17                 So, I urge my colleague to please

         18  sign onto that resolution. Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 I rise to bring to your attention the

         24  fact that the MTA continues to lie to us, continues

         25  to deceive us and continue to produce service cuts
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          2  in our community.

          3                 I want to thank Council Member, Chair

          4  of the Transportation Committee, John Liu, for

          5  holding a public forum in the northern Manhattan

          6  Community, Washington Heights/Inwood community, to

          7  address the concerns of residents on behalf of the

          8  MTA reducing services in our community.

          9                 The MTA is selectively reducing

         10  services in communities of colors, and yet they're

         11  saying that they're not producing service cuts.

         12                 Well, when you cut elevator

         13  operators, how are riders going to get to the

         14  platform? How are the riders going to be guaranteed

         15  safety? How are riders going to get to platforms

         16  that are hundreds and hundreds of feet beneath them.

         17  That in fact is a service cut and the MTA continues

         18  to lie to us because one day when we held hearings,

         19  they promised that with the fare increase there will

         20  be no additional service cuts, and, yet, they're

         21  producing service cuts.

         22                 I want to ask my colleagues, at the

         23  next Council meeting, Council Member Liu and I will

         24  be producing a resolution asking the State

         25  Legislators to review and to produce reform on the
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          2  authorities on the State of New York.

          3                 This is just another mechanism to go

          4  around and make decisions arbitrarily without

          5  consulting local government.

          6                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          8                 Council Member Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         10  Madam Chair. I wish to draw attention of my

         11  colleagues to Resolution 1187, which is resolution

         12  commemorating 100 years of machine-powered flight.

         13                 On December 17th, 1903, Wilbur and

         14  Orville Wright made history with the first

         15  controlled sustained flight in heavier than

         16  aircraft, one of the greatest moments of the

         17  century, and for our country as a whole. It only

         18  lasted 12 seconds and 120 feet, but it was

         19  instrumental in teaching man to fly and to open the

         20  era of aviation. So, I hope all of you join on with

         21  Council Member Nelson and I for what is really a

         22  wonderful moment in history.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, I rise today to talk not about any

          4  legislation that is being introduced, but to talk

          5  about someone who, although not formerly a

          6  representative of the Cypress Hills Community,

          7  certainly throughout her life did act as a

          8  representative of Cypress Hills Community.

          9                 If anybody from Cypress Hills out

         10  there is listening, they know I'm talking about Miss

         11  Cesatoro Melaine, who tragically passed away two

         12  days ago.

         13                 Cesa Melaine was the Chair of the

         14  Cypress Hills Local Development Corporation, was

         15  very active in the Cypress Hills community, the

         16  former Chief of Staff of State Assemblyman Thomas

         17  Catapano, wife and mother of several children. She

         18  had devoted her life to creating a new school out in

         19  the Cypress Hills area and was very instrumental in

         20  the creation of PS 7 which exists now today, as well

         21  as the creation of the Cypress Hills Community

         22  School, which that school as we know was awarded $20

         23  million for its creation by this body, and she was

         24  looking very much forward to working on this year's

         25  five-year capital plan.
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          2                 So, Cypress Hills loses a great

          3  citizen, a personal friend, a mother and her loss

          4  will certainly be felt throughout the Cypress Hills

          5  community.

          6                 So, to the total Melaine family, all

          7  of Cypress Hills mourns with you today.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         12  Madam Chair.

         13                 I'm calling on my colleague to draw

         14  their attention to Resolution 1180, supporting

         15  Congressman Reingal Resolution 323, in the Congress,

         16  which would urge George W. Bush, the President, who

         17  immediately requests the recognition of United

         18  States Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld.

         19                 Donald Rumsfeld has misled the

         20  American public as to the reasons and purpose for

         21  American troops being in Iraq. It has caused the

         22  death and destruction of the Iraqi people and their

         23  country, and also the senseless death of American

         24  troops.

         25                 He also has great ties to business,
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          2  contracting in Iraq, the $87 billion that has been

          3  approved, has a lot to do with contracts. Houses are

          4  building and being built in Iraq, and we need homes

          5  here in America.

          6                 So, I want to urge my colleagues to

          7  send a strong message from the City Council, that

          8  the United States Secretary of Defense, Donald H.

          9  Rumsfeld should design and request the President to

         10  support Charlie Reingal's congressional resolution

         11  to that matter.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I rise today to bring to everyone's

         18  attention December 11th, and before I do that, I

         19  just want to give a little statistics on women of

         20  color have the highest mortality rate for breast

         21  cancer. About 33 percent are more likely to die from

         22  it.

         23                 The reasons why we really need to

         24  focus on this? Because breast cancer victims are

         25  becoming younger and younger. They're diagnosed
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          2  later, and often when the cancer has already

          3  progressed to an advanced stage.

          4                 They suffer from obesity, which has

          5  been proven to increase the risk of developing

          6  breast cancer and other illnesses.

          7                 Some of the solutions on December

          8  11th, with our Chair Christine Quinn, and Women's

          9  Caucus, the forum that we'll be having will be here

         10  at City Hall, starting at 4:00 going into the health

         11  fair reform, but we must discuss some of the

         12  solutions for breast cancer; that is, to increase

         13  awareness and education, to understand the better

         14  survival rates depend on early detection, community

         15  support. Once the issue is identified, to really

         16  internalize it to the point where it becomes

         17  dialogue, not just in the doctor's office, but at

         18  the dinner table.

         19                 And also, to utilize medical

         20  resources for mammograms and aggressive treatment,

         21  if necessary.

         22                 I urge my colleagues to join us,

         23  Council Member Christine Quinn, as well as the

         24  Women's Caucus and the Women's Issues Committee on

         25  December 11th. We feel that it would be very
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          2  informative, and we ask all women of color to either

          3  tune in or make sure that they're here at City Hall

          4  to take part of this wonderful education reform.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I have, my colleagues, three pieces

         11  of legislation that are being introduced today, the

         12  first of which requires the Corrections and Fire

         13  Department to report to us their requirement within

         14  the Department on a regular basis, their rules and

         15  regulations, so that we can have a sense of the

         16  development of both of these agencies.

         17                 Both of these agencies are going

         18  through draconian changes right now and in order for

         19  us to have the appropriate oversight, this is a

         20  critical piece that we must have as a body.

         21                 Secondly, in keeping with that, is

         22  the expenditure of overtime in this City, which has

         23  proven overtime has become extremely wasteful, if

         24  you just look at the laying off of Sanitation

         25  workers this summer, the overtime paid to the
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          2  Sanitation workers that remained and then us having

          3  to then rehire Sanitation workers, you will see that

          4  many of our hard-earned taxpayer dollars that we've

          5  been struggling with have continued to be wasted

          6  through the overtime expenditures utilized by the

          7  City of New York.

          8                 And then finally, I am joined by

          9  Council Member DeBlasio and a number of our

         10  colleagues in putting forth legislation that would

         11  provide equal access to bathroom facilities for both

         12  men and women.

         13                 Right now we have somewhat of a 50/50

         14  situation in terms of public facilities, however,

         15  you will always see women standing in line, women

         16  and children standing in line, senior citizens

         17  standing in line, particularly when it comes to

         18  women.

         19                 I'm asking that we create a situation

         20  through legislation that will proportionally

         21  represent the use of restroom facilities by women,

         22  and I encourage all of my colleagues, those of you

         23  who have had to hold your wife's packages while she

         24  stood on line or your sister or your aunt, and you

         25  can identify with this, men as well, so sign onto
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          2  this legislation.

          3                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council member. There is someone up here that is

          6  making me laugh.

          7                 Seeing no one else, the Council

          8  meeting is adjourned.

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 2:35 p.m.)
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