Int. No. 1088

By Council Members Gennaro, Brewer, Chin, Comrie, Fidler, Gonzalez, James, Koo, Koppell, Lander, Mark-Viverito, Mendez, Palma, Rose and Van Bramer 

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to water retentive sidewalks and a study on absorptive street and sidewalk materials and alternative street angulation. 

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-156 to read as follows:

§19-156 Study of alternative street and sidewalk materials and angulation. a. The department and the department of buildings shall conduct a study on the possible use of absorptive materials on streets under the department’s jurisdiction, as well as their possible use on private streets. Such study shall include the following: (i) various types of absorptive material for street use; (ii) the anticipated costs of such materials and the projected durability of such materials, disaggregated by their anticipated durability on arterial, secondary and tertiary streets; (iii) the amounts of water anticipated to be absorbed by such materials; (iv) the possible alternative angulation of streets in areas prone to flooding near bodies of water, with the cost and effect on durability of the street; (v) estimates of the amount of water that may be diverted from the city’s sewer system; (vi) recommendations and limitations regarding the use of absorptive materials on streets under the department’s jurisdiction and a comparison of possible alternative angulation of streets; (vii) the estimated maintenance costs of such streets; and (viii) the effect on utilities and other entities who need to make cuts in the streets. Such study shall be completed and delivered to the council and posted on the department’s website one year following the effective date of the local law that added this section.

b. The department shall undertake a pilot program using absorptive materials on street and sidewalk surfaces. The pilot program shall commence not later than one hundred twenty days following the release of the study required pursuant to subdivision a of this section, and shall be completed one year following the commencement of the pilot program. Such pilot program shall be put into place in three locations in three different boroughs, with each such location including both streets and sidewalks and being no less than one quarter mile in area.  A report on such pilot program shall be completed and delivered to the council and posted on the department’s website not more than one hundred twenty days following the completion of the pilot program.

c. Not later than January first, two thousand sixteen, the department and the department of parks and recreation, in consultation with other agencies including, but not limited to, the department of design and construction and the fire department, shall, by rule, set a uniform standard for sidewalks within the city of New York to improve water retention. Such rules shall include, but not be limited to, specifications for a water permeable strip along the curbside length of the sidewalk including width, depth, and appropriate fill material; specifications for plantings in the permeable strip including the use of storm water tolerant plants, planting location, plant spacing, and the protection of existing plants; the use of water retentive materials for sidewalks; and any reasonable and prudent exceptions to such uniform standard.

§ 2. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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