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          1  EDUCATION AND PUBLIC SAFETY

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: I should say

          3  this is a joint meeting with Education and Public

          4  Safety and I am joined by the Chair of Public

          5  Safety, Peter Vallone.

          6                 I'll introduce my members. We are

          7  joined here by John Liu from Queens, Al Vann from

          8  Brooklyn, Domenic Recchia from Brooklyn. I can also

          9  do your members. And Vince Gentile from Brooklyn,

         10  Erik Dilan also from Brooklyn, Jimmy Oddo from

         11  Staten Island and Phil Reed from Manhattan. And Leo

         12  Comrie from Queens. Leroy Comrie from Queens and Jim

         13  Gennaro from Queens, and Sara Gonzalez from

         14  Brooklyn.

         15                 Today's hearing concerns two bills

         16  passed by the City Council on November 10th, 2004.

         17  Intro. 226-A requires that the Department of

         18  Education to put school safety data on its school

         19  report card. The Education Committee has been very,

         20  very involved in pushing the Department of Education

         21  to put more and better information on its school

         22  report cards, and this is clearly very, very

         23  important information.

         24                 Intro. 322-A in turn would amend the

         25  Administration Code to require the Police
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          2  Department, in consultation with the Department of

          3  Education, in consultation with the Department of

          4  Education, to report quarterly on the number of

          5  School Safety Agents in each school.

          6                 Currently the public has no way of

          7  learning of such basic safety data about their

          8  children's school. And the number of serious violent

          9  crimes committed there each year, or whether the

         10  number of school safety agents assigned to the

         11  schools bears any relationship to the amount of

         12  crime and disorder.

         13                 Unfortunately, Mayor Bloomberg vetoed

         14  these two bills on December 9th. In his veto message

         15  the Mayor said that he shared the Council's goal of

         16  making schools safe, but that the information

         17  required by these laws would be misleading.

         18                 Although the Mayor says that,

         19  "providing useful data to parents is a priority for

         20  this Administration," the Department of Education

         21  does not provide such useful data, and when Council

         22  insists that it start, the Mayor objects that this

         23  simple common sense idea is beyond the Council's

         24  authority.

         25                 It's unfortunate that school safety
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          2  has become part of some sort of turf war. The City

          3  Council keeps returning to the subject of school

          4  safety, not only because it's inherently important,

          5  but because the problem is not getting solved.

          6  Without a safe, well disciplined school environment,

          7  we cannot expect children to learn and to succeed.

          8  Unless parents, teachers and students have access to

          9  reliable accurate data about school violence, we

         10  cannot truly fight the problem.

         11                 Last year, after school violence

         12  became a crisis, the Mayor took steps to improve

         13  school safety, but these steps have been inadequate.

         14  It's not enough to flood schools with police

         15  officers in a dozen school when there are more than

         16  1,350 schools. It is not enough to claim that

         17  schools are getting safer, when there is no data to

         18  back it up. It's not enough to talk about the

         19  importance of school safety, while many schools

         20  remain unsafe. That is why I urge my colleagues to

         21  override the Mayor's veto on Intro. 226-A and 322-A.

         22                 Thank you very much and I will now

         23  turn the microphone over to my colleague, Chair

         24  Vallone.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Thank you, Chair
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          2  Moskowitz. I will just very quickly, as you

          3  mentioned most of the salient points here, thank you

          4  for your help and leadership in getting these bills

          5  passed, and let me briefly say, the school

          6  information bill, the impetus for that was last year

          7  when myself, as a parent, was looking on the web was

          8  looking for information regarding school crime, I

          9  could find out the school menus on the web, I could

         10  find out the racial breakdown of children who

         11  qualified for school food, I could not find out the

         12  crime statistics at any individual school. After

         13  that date we worked together. Here we are today to

         14  override the Mayor's veto.

         15                 Let me say, I noticed the Mayor had a

         16  press conference yesterday, and during the press

         17  conference he noted some progress which was made

         18  which is a good thing, he took some schools off the

         19  worst schools list and put some schools on.

         20                 The Mayor was using information when

         21  he did that, that he has, but apparently does not

         22  want the parents to have. That is unacceptable. The

         23  parents need that information to make an informed

         24  choice as to which school to send their precious

         25  children to, and that's what this bill does.
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          2                 Let me also thank Al Vann. There he

          3  is on the left. He was the prime sponsor of the bill

          4  regarding school security guards, which also will

          5  give parents needed information.

          6                 Council Member Vann, would you like

          7  to say something regarding that bill?

          8                 Council Member Vann, would you like

          9  to say something regarding your bill?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Only to thank

         11  you, and Chair Moskowitz, for your leadership on

         12  these bills. I think it's very important, in line

         13  with the theme that we know what's happening in our

         14  schools as relates to the safety of our children,

         15  not only in terms of where, quote, the police are,

         16  but where our security agents are as well. This

         17  would open that up so that we would know exactly

         18  what schools they are, how many they are actually

         19  there on a quarterly basis, so there will be no,

         20  some here today, not here tomorrow, so we have an

         21  accurate number. And that, too, will add to the pool

         22  of information that parents and others will have in

         23  order to make important decisions about where

         24  children should go.

         25                 So, thank you for letting me be a
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          2  part of this team.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: If there are

          4  no other comments or questions, we will take a vote,

          5  and as I think everyone knows, we're combining the

          6  vote but we have to vote on filing the Mayor's veto

          7  message. So, if it's okay with the clerk, can we

          8  combine them?

          9                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Filing separate.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Filing

         11  separate. So, we're voting to file the Mayor's veto

         12  and I urge my colleagues to vote yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         14  Moskowitz.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

          3  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

          4  abstentions, M 410 and 411 are filed.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: We're also going

          6  to take that vote to file, file the veto first with

          7  the Public Safety Committee.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          9  Vallone.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

         24  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         25  abstentions, M 410 and 411 are also filed.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Now we will

          3  vote on overriding 226-A and 322-A combined. And I

          4  urge my colleagues to vote yes.

          5                 And the question is, shall the

          6  Council pass Intro. 226-A and 322-A, the Mayor's

          7  veto notwithstanding, I urge my colleagues to vote

          8  yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Committee on

         10  Education.

         11                 Council Member Moskowitz.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         24  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         25  abstentions, Intros 226-A and proposed Intro. 322-A
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          2  are readopted.

          3                 Council members, please sign the

          4  Committee reports.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Now the Public

          6  Safety Committee shall vote with the question being

          7  shall Intros. No. 226-A and 322-A pass, the

          8  objection of the Mayor notwithstanding.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I think the

         13  comments that you made, Mr. Chair, are correct. But

         14  just in thinking about this whole thing, I'm curious

         15  with, with these students who are, and this may be

         16  better directed to the Education Committee, but with

         17  these students who are violent or the most

         18  disruptive, besides taking them and putting them in

         19  these other schools or moving them, is there any

         20  work done with the family to try to identify what

         21  the issues are with the family and perhaps putting

         22  them in counseling and trying to relate to that

         23  issue, not just placing the responsibility on the

         24  child?

         25                 I don't know if you want to answer
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          2  that question.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: I could very

          4  briefly. This seems to be the stick approach

          5  exclusively without the supports in place, and I

          6  think many, we were discussing earlier, Domenic and

          7  I were discussing that we clearly need guidance

          8  counselors and the Education Committee is having a

          9  hearing on the support that needs to be offered,

         10  particularly adolescents. It's sort of a no-brainer

         11  that you need --

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Well, I would

         13  try to be a part of that, but I also think that

         14  holding the parents responsible for some of it seems

         15  to be a no brainer.

         16                 But I vote aye. I appreciate the

         17  time. Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

          5  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

          6  abstentions, proposed Intros 226-A and Intro. 322-A

          7  are readopted.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: If we could

          9  leave the record open for those who are on their

         10  way, that would be helpful. Thank you.

         11                 The Education Committee is, we're

         12  going to call this meeting to a conclusion.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: But for those

         14  members who are on both committees, please stay,

         15  because now the Public Safety Committee will be

         16  voting on a package of gun legislation. So, let me

         17  give them a few moments to vacate the premises.

         18  Especially you, John. Quiet.

         19                 (Recess taken.)

         20                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Okay, we're

         21  going to call this meeting of the Public Safety

         22  Committee back into order.

         23                 I believe everyone up here has been

         24  introduced already.

         25                 I'm going to, unfortunately, there
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          2  are many bills that we're going to be voting on

          3  today, so I'm going to try to briefly explain each

          4  one for the members' benefit. I'm going to go in

          5  numerical order, I believe. And, so, I'll begin with

          6  144-A. This bill will conform the Administrative

          7  Code to the Charter and state that a person must be

          8  at least 21 years of age to be eligible for a permit

          9  for a rifle or a shotgun.

         10                 In addition, the bill requires

         11  dealers in rifles and shotguns to keep more

         12  extensive records regarding each purchase of

         13  ammunition. That is not presently the law, and this

         14  is something that will help police, and the Police

         15  Department testified in favor of this, the police

         16  also believe that this additional information will

         17  assist in better tracking ammunition and the rifles

         18  and shotguns that use such ammunition.

         19                 That was introduced by Council Member

         20  Sanders.

         21                 The second bill today and perhaps our

         22  most controversial and most comprehensive one is

         23  Intro. 365-A, which was introduced by Council Member

         24  Yassky. I'm going to briefly explain what it is and

         25  then give Council Member Yassky a chance to explain
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          2  where I was wrong, because it is very complicated.

          3                 This makes a manufacturer or dealer

          4  reliable for any injury or death caused by a firearm

          5  that it has transferred, if, number one, such injury

          6  or death results from the use of such firearm by an

          7  individual not authorized to possess it in New York;

          8  and number two, that prior to that use there was

          9  some sort of illegal transfer of that firearm.

         10                 Even if that has occurred, liability

         11  under this bill does not extend to a manufacturer

         12  who has complied with standards during a period of

         13  one year preceding the events. And that code is

         14  something that is very reasonable, based on my

         15  understanding of the requirements.

         16                 For instance, the manufacturer cannot

         17  sell at gun shows that don't require immediate

         18  background checks. In that way we are taking action

         19  here that the federal government has not. Because as

         20  you know, the federal government allows people to

         21  sell guns at gun shows that don't do background

         22  checks. And, so, we are making that part of our code

         23  of conduct.

         24                 In addition, these gun manufacturers

         25  can't sell more than one handgun given to any 30-day
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          2  period, and there are other standards listed here

          3  that all seem very reasonable.

          4                 This bill has been a product of

          5  extensive research, negotiation and discussion with

          6  groups outside the Council and with groups inside

          7  the Council. And it's supported by the

          8  Administration and Council Member Yassky, obviously

          9  and it takes a bold step forward with regard to

         10  holding liable for injury and death, those gun

         11  manufacturers and dealers who do not abide by basic

         12  code of conduct. So, let me turn the microphone over

         13  to Council Member Yassky, the prime sponsor of this

         14  bill, for his comments.

         15                 And Council Member Yassky, thank you

         16  for your leadership on many of these gun issues

         17  today.

         18                 Again, we most likely would not be

         19  here discussing the bill, most of the bills, without

         20  your leadership and your support. So, we thank you

         21  for your help here.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Well, thank

         23  you, Chair. We certainly would not be here voting on

         24  this without your leadership. I know that you have

         25  devoted an extraordinary amount of this Committee's
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          2  time and effort to the problem of gun trafficking,

          3  and I thank you for that, at least two, maybe it's

          4  three hearings by now, and a lot of hours spent,

          5  yourself and your staff, and I just want to thank

          6  you, again, for that.

          7                 I do think this bill will be a

          8  watershed moment in protecting New Yorkers against

          9  the gun industry and against the handfall of

         10  irresponsible players in the gun industry who

         11  continue to inflict illegal firearms on New York

         12  City. The truth is, we are under attack by the gun

         13  industry, and this bill will go a long way toward

         14  defending New Yorkers against that onslaught.

         15                 This bill will shut down, or this

         16  bill will help to shut down the handgun highway that

         17  brings guns up I 95 over from Ohio and Pennsylvania,

         18  from states where it's easy to buy guns, to into

         19  this City and the State where it's difficult to buy

         20  guns legally, but unfortunately all too easy to buy

         21  them in the underground market on the streets of

         22  Brooklyn, Queens and throughout the City.

         23                 The data year after year is

         24  consistent. It shows that 90 to 95 percent of the

         25  guns used in crime in New York City, are purchased
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          2  out of state in these easy access states and then

          3  brought here illegally and sold to criminals.

          4                 Now, we took, congress took an

          5  important step ten years ago in combatting that by

          6  enacting the Brady Law. Unfortunately, since then

          7  the federal government has really turned it back on

          8  City's throughout the country that are suffering

          9  from gun violence like New York City.

         10                 Last congress, by its omission,

         11  actually authorized the sale of assault weapons,

         12  which of course had been illegal prior to that, so

         13  now once again it's legal to sell and to purchase an

         14  assault weapon here in the United States.

         15                 With Congress abdicating its

         16  responsibility, we here in New York have no choice

         17  but to protect ourselves, and that is what the gun

         18  industry responsibility act will do.

         19                 Two critical provisions, as you point

         20  out, Mr. Chair, will prohibit multiple sales and

         21  sales at gun shows without background checks.

         22                 Now, I say prohibit, what it really

         23  does is this bill sets up a code of conduct. It says

         24  to the gun industry, if you act responsibly, if you,

         25  who are selling the most lethal products out there,
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          2  act responsibly, then that's fine. You keep doing

          3  business and you sell to law-abiding people, go

          4  right ahead.

          5                 But if you act irresponsibly, if you

          6  sell 15, 20, 50 guns at a time to one person, when

          7  you absolutely do know that when you sell ten guns

          8  at a time to one person, those guns are virtually

          9  certain to wind up in a crime. If you do that, and

         10  one of those guns gets back here to New York and

         11  harms someone, you're going to be held responsible.

         12                 Just like if I leave a gun out on my

         13  front stoop and then go inside and I say I don't

         14  care what happens to it, I'm responsible for that. I

         15  certainly should be. These gun stores and these

         16  dirty gun dealers are no less responsible.

         17                 It's a handful, but that handful does

         18  enormous damage.

         19                 Make no mistake, and unfortunately

         20  now the federal government doesn't publish tracing

         21  data like it used to. When it did, we saw places

         22  like Arrowhead Pawn Shop in Georgia that had 700

         23  guns traced, crime guns traced to that single pawn

         24  shop. Seven-hundred guns they put on the street. We

         25  have gun stores that are responsible for 200, 300,
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          2  400 gun traces. Now, those people absolutely should

          3  be put out of business, and that's what this bill

          4  aims to do. It's not aimed at the gun industry in

          5  general. It's aimed at the handful of irresponsible

          6  players who need to police themselves. So, that is

          7  what this bill will do.

          8                 Mr. Chair, I want to thank you,

          9  again, for your really extraordinary leadership in

         10  being willing to take on what is a path-breaking

         11  piece of legislation and issue that many people shy

         12  away from. It is controversial, but if you're going

         13  to get something done, you have to face that. And

         14  you have done that, Mr. Chair. I thank you for it.

         15                 I just want to say one thing before

         16  we do vote, which is about the process that brought

         17  this bill. I am a little disappointed that one

         18  provision that I do think would have made this bill,

         19  not just good but great, a bill aimed at the dealers

         20  with high levels of crime gun traces, it's not in

         21  the bill before us, and that's unfortunately, you

         22  know, when it was getting ready to vote on, I was

         23  told by the Speaker's staff that this provision was

         24  unacceptable to the Speaker and so it had to be

         25  taken out. And I guess here's what I would like to
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          2  say to my colleagues, as we think about how this

          3  body is going to function. You know, next year we're

          4  going to, those of us who return, will be reshaping

          5  the body, of course. I don't understand why Council

          6  members elected by 160,000 New Yorkers cannot vote

          7  on an important question in a bill.

          8                 Now, my only proposal was, if this

          9  provision is, you know, controversial, if there are

         10  folks that don't like it, that's fine. Let's put it

         11  forward, let's debate it, let's vote on it. If it's

         12  voted down, it's voted down. If it's voted up, then

         13  it survives.

         14                 But I was told, you know, if you are

         15  going to insist on bringing an amendment and trying

         16  to add this provision, then the bill won't go

         17  anywhere at all. I just don't think that's the way

         18  to run a railroad, and I don't think that we -- I

         19  think if we want this body to be taken seriously as

         20  it deserves to be taken that we have to grapple with

         21  difficult issues. So, I was distressed about that,

         22  and I wanted to share with you, my colleagues, that

         23  distress.

         24                 Mr. Chair, I thank you again. Without

         25  you we would not have this important piece of
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          2  legislation, and I thank you for it. Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Thank you,

          4  Council member. And if 160,000 people voted for you,

          5  then I'm going to yield to you in every decision we

          6  make here in the Committee.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Well, you

          8  know, politicians are known for their exaggeration,

          9  at least some in Brooklyn. In Brooklyn we are, not

         10  in Queens, of course, Mr. Chair.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Okay. I know

         12  this bill isn't everything you want it to be, it

         13  happens to be more than many other people wanted it

         14  to be. And I should say, again, that the

         15  Administration was involved deeply in these

         16  negotiations and they support this bill, and they

         17  are also involved in a lawsuit right now against

         18  manufacturers, and this bill is crafted to not hurt

         19  that lawsuit and to help in any way possible. As I

         20  said, it's the product of many, many weeks and

         21  months of negotiation, and, again, you were the

         22  leader in that, so we thank you in that.

         23                 The next bill, also introduced by

         24  David Yassky, is again spurred on by the fact that

         25  the federal government does not have a ban on
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          2  assault weapons. This bill will require the Police

          3  Department to three times a year inspect its

          4  designation of assault weapons and update the list,

          5  because as you know, they are illegal here.

          6                 The Police Department supports this

          7  bill. Agrees with the process because of the fact

          8  that since there is no federal law in existence, we

          9  can't rely anymore on the federal law to tell us

         10  what guns are out there, so the Police Department

         11  supports this.

         12                 Council Member, would you like to say

         13  anything about that bill?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I don't want

         15  to take the Committee's time. I just want to thank

         16  you again, Mr. Chair.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: And quickly I'm

         18  going to say that we also increased the civil

         19  penalties for violating the assault weapons ban from

         20  10,000 to 25,000 and added some other provisions,

         21  which I won't go into right now.

         22                 Intro. 490-A limits the purchase of a

         23  rifle or a shotgun to one every 90 days, that's

         24  introduced by myself. Now, again, we realize here at

         25  City Council that it's not rifles and shotguns that
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          2  are being used in crimes, it's handguns, but we only

          3  have control in this City, some people forget this,

          4  over rifles and shotguns, and we're again trying to

          5  lead by example and show Albany that we want this

          6  done on a State level too. That's what one of our

          7  resolutions says. We want every handgun purchased to

          8  be limited to one every 90 days. And so that's

          9  Intro. 490-A.

         10                 Reso 49-A, which is introduced by

         11  Council Member Nelson, which there's a pistol and

         12  revolver ballistic database, and that requires

         13  state-wide ballistic fingerprint database for every

         14  pistol and revolver. It does not currently apply to

         15  assault weapons, rifles or other long-barrel

         16  weapons, and this resolution urges the State to

         17  increase the databank to include these weapons.

         18                 Council Member Nelson, would you like

         19  to say something regarding Reso 49?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Well, thank

         21  you, Mr. Chair, and David Yassky, for bringing this

         22  to the fore. By and large, there's a glaring

         23  loophole in some of the laws as we know, because

         24  oftentimes ammunition is the sole evidence left

         25  behind at a crime scene, and law enforcement's
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          2  abilities to capture criminals has been compromised

          3  quite a bit.

          4                 So, to try to clear up this major

          5  void and ballistic database, we need to do -- New

          6  York State currently is one of only two states that

          7  require a statewide ballistic fingerprint database,

          8  as we know, but it does not include assault

          9  weaponry, rifles, and other long-barreled weapons

         10  which is really very strange, when you think about

         11  it.

         12                 So, I'm sure the producers of Cold

         13  Case files would have less material in the future,

         14  in future shows, in a selfish way, I enjoy watching

         15  that show. But despite that, we can stop crime, we

         16  can catch perpetrators, criminals a lot sooner, if

         17  we close that loophole and that is what Reso 49

         18  would do. And again, I thank the Chair of this

         19  Committee for having this hearing, and Dave for

         20  bringing some of these great intros to us.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Thank you,

         23  Council Member.

         24                 Reso 78-A, introduced by myself, will

         25  assist in the crackdown of illegal weapons by making
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          2  it easier for prosecutors to go after illegal gun

          3  dealers and gun traffickers. We have a list of how

          4  that occurs if you'd like it and how the penalties

          5  should be increased, according to our resolution.

          6                 But importantly, Detective Adam Frass

          7  from the NYPD, which supports this, said that the

          8  importance of passing this bill has been monumental

          9  in the fight against illegal gun trafficking and

         10  fight to stop gun violence.

         11                 Reso 85-A, also introduced by myself,

         12  is asking the federal government to establish a

         13  national ballistics fingerprint database, we have it

         14  here in New York State. They don't have it on the

         15  federal level. They should.

         16                 And finally, Intro. 597, introduced

         17  by Yassky, automatically makes a person who was

         18  convicted of violating the City's assault weapons,

         19  banned ineligible for a rifle or shotgun permit, and

         20  calls on the State to amend the penal law to make it

         21  clear that anyone who violates that should also be

         22  banned from getting a permit for a pistol or

         23  revolver.

         24                 I urge a yes vote on all these

         25  matters before us today, and I'm asking for the
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          2  clerk to call the roll.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 We're going to couple all of the

          5  items into one vote. So, if there is something that

          6  you have a problem with, make sure you do not vote

          7  for that one, specify it.

          8                 Let me also introduce Council Member

          9  Katz who is here. Council Member Katz, would you

         10  like us to repeat everything we said?

         11                 No, it's okay. Thanks.

         12                 Okay, I'm informed I am supposed to

         13  list what's being coupled. So, we have Intro. 144-A,

         14  Intro. 365-A, Intro. 469-A, Intro. 490-A, Reso 49,

         15  Reso 78-A, Reso 85-A, and Reso 597.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         17  Vallone.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: I vote aye on

         19  all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Mr. Chair, to

          4  explain my vote?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: First I'd like

          7  to apologize to the Committee for my tardiness. We

          8  are negotiating the Hudson Yards now for the last, a

          9  long time, and we are in the middle right now of

         10  internal meetings on that. So, I do want to

         11  apologize to you.

         12                 I would also like to send a message

         13  to my former colleagues in the New York State

         14  Assembly and the Senate.

         15                 As you said, we only have authority

         16  over these rifles and shotguns and when I was in the

         17  Assembly, handguns were really the most important

         18  thing that we dealt with there when it came to gun

         19  legislation, and we did find it quite difficult to

         20  get a lot of safety things through the Senate and

         21  actually made into law things that actually just

         22  made sense.

         23                 So, I do hope that with also the

         24  resolution we're sending a clear message to Albany

         25  that we do need protection, not only for the City of
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          2  New York but in the State from handguns, and it is

          3  an important aspect of the responsibility that they

          4  have in the State.

          5                 I vote aye on all. And also would

          6  like to request for permission to vote aye on the

          7  overrides, Mr. Chair?

          8                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Permission

          9  granted.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you. I

         11  vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of eight in

         19  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         20  abstentions, all items are adopted.

         21                 Council members, please sign the

         22  Committee reports.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: I ask you to

         25  keep the vote open for those who may be on the way.
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          2  And I thank you all for your support, your help in

          3  going through all of these hearings we've had on

          4  these matters, and look forward to continue to work

          5  with you on this issue.

          6                 So, thank you all for coming. This

          7  meeting is adjourned but held open.

          8                 (Hearing concluded at 11:00 a.m.)

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            31

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 4th day of January 2005.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

                                                            32

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

