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I. INTRODUCTION 
On October 23, 2023, the Committee on Consumer and Worker Protection, chaired by Council Member Marjorie Velázquez, will conduct an oversight hearing on lithium-ion battery, powered bicycle and powered mobility device safety. The Committee will hear Introduction Number 819 (“Int. No. 819”), related to requiring the posting of lithium-ion battery safety guides in places of business and online retail platforms that sell powered mobility devices, Introduction Number 822 (“Int. No. 822”) related to establishing a battery safety certification for powered mobility device mechanics, Introduction Number 998 (“Int. No. 998”) related to record keeping and reporting on the disposal of rechargeable batteries used for powered mobility devices, Introduction Number 1163 (“Int. No. 1163”) related to third-party delivery workers and powered bicycle safety, Introduction Number 1168 (“Int. No. 1168”) related to safety standards for powered bicycles and powered mobility devices used for food delivery services, Introduction Number 1220 (“Int. No. 1220”) related to creating licensing requirements for electric bicycle or scooter businesses, Resolution Number (“Res. No. 718”) calling on Congress to pass the Setting Consumer Standards for Lithium-Ion Batteries Act, Resolution Number (“Res. No. 746”) calling on the Assembly to pass A.4938-B and A.5310, which would set standards for lithium-ion batteries used in specific electric mobility devices and prohibit the sale of second-use lithium-ion batteries intended for use in a bicycle with electric assist, and electric scooter or a limited use motorcycle. Those invited to testify include representatives from the Department of Consumer and Worker Protection (“DCWP”), third-party delivery platforms, worker rights advocates, business groups and transportation advocates.
II. BACKGROUND
 New York’s Legalization of E-Bikes
In 2020, through the adoption of the New York State budget, the State legalized electric bicycles (“e-bikes”) and electric scooters (“e-scooters”) while also giving localities the ability to regulate their use.[footnoteRef:1] The law established three classes of e-bikes: Class 1 is pedal-assisted with no throttle; Class 2 is throttle-assisted with a maximum speed of 20 mph; and Class 3 is throttle-powered with a maximum speed of 25 mph. E-scooters were capped at 15 mph, and riders under 18 years of age are required to wear a helmet. Helmets are also required for riders of Class 3 e-bikes.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  Erik Bascome, “E-Bikes, E-Scooters legalized in New York budget bill,” SI Live, April 3, 2020, available at: https://www.silive.com/news/2020/04/e-bikes-e-scooters-legalized-in-new-york-budget-bill.html ]  [2:  Id.] 

Pursuant to the State’s legalization of electric bicycles and scooters, the Council passed Local Laws 72 and 73 of 2020, which legalized such devices throughout the City.[footnoteRef:3] The legislation removed prohibitions on three classes of e-bikes with speeds under 25 miles per hour and e-scooters with speeds under 20 miles per hour. [3:  Local Law 72 of 2020 at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3763645&GUID=1B9B8689-094C-46D1-8F0C-8BB71C99E149&Options=ID|Text|&Search=1250
 Local Law 73 of 2020 at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3763646&GUID=5EEC4A3E-AF9D-4532-9E0E-2DE4333476F7&Options=ID|Text|&Search=1264 ] 

Since their legalization, e-bikes and e-scooters have become ubiquitous on City streets: delivery workers use them to carry take-out orders, tourists use electric Citi Bikes to explore, and parents transport their kids to school on e-cargo bikes.[footnoteRef:4] While there is no data on the number of e-bikes in circulation, advocates estimate there are at least 65,000 delivery workers using these devices and at least 20 times more e-bikes and e-scooters than cars.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  John Surico, “The E-Bike Effect Is Transforming New York City,” Bloomberg, May 5, 2022, available at: https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2022-05-05/as-e-bikes-surge-new-york-city-tries-to-keep-up]  [5:  Alissa Walker, “Don’t Blame the E-Bike,” Curbed, November 17, 2022, available at: https://www.curbed.com/2022/11/e-bike-fires-batteries-deliveristas.html ] 

Lithium-Ion Batteries
	E-bikes, e-scooters, and powered mobility devices use lithium-ion batteries, which contain a pressurized electrolyte fluid that makes them very dangerous in a range of circumstances. Circumstances that may compromise the battery’s integrity and cause the battery to explode or ignite include but are not limited to: (i) impact damage to the battery; (ii) a manufacturing flaw; (iii) aging and deterioration of the battery components; (iv) extreme temperatures; and (v) overcharging.[footnoteRef:6] Overcharging lithium-ion may produce an exothermic decomposition of the battery cell, which leads to potential rupturing and creating a highly dangerous thermal explosion called thermal runaway.[footnoteRef:7] Lithium-ion battery fires can be extremely dangerous because they are self-sustaining and are difficult to contain and extinguish.[footnoteRef:8]  [6:   Lithium-ion Safety Concerns, available at: https://batteryuniversity.com/article/lithium-ion-safety-concerns. ]  [7:  Id. ]  [8:  Id.] 

	The dangers of lithium-ion batteries are particularly acute for products that have not been tested or certified for safety.[footnoteRef:9] However, there are limited models of certified e-bikes available and they are cost prohibitive for some New Yorkers. According to according to Los Deliveristas Unidos, a group representing 65,000 app-based delivery workers, 90 percent of their members use non-certified batteries.[footnoteRef:10] [9:  Rebecca Bellan, “Everything you need to know about e-bike battery fires,” Tech Crunch, July 11, 2023, available at: https://techcrunch.com/2023/07/11/everything-you-need-to-know-about-e-bike-battery-fires/.]  [10:  Testimony of Los Deliveristas Unidos to the City Council, April 17, 2023, at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=1090460&GUID=E14F6B0E-5BE4-45DB-B0C7-1234FBC383C3] 

Lithium-Ion Battery Related Fires in New York City 
Over the past few years, as e-bikes, e-scooters and powered mobility devices have become more prevalent, the City has experienced a rapid increase in lithium-ion battery related fires in both residential and commercial properties that not only destroy property but result in injuries and fatalities. It has been reported that an e-bike or e-scooter battery causes a fire in the City four times per week, on average.[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  NPR – Fires from Exploding E-Bike Batteries Multiply in NYC – Sometimes Fatally at https://www.npr.org/2022/10/30/1130239008/fires-from-exploding-e-bike-batteries-multiply-in-nyc-sometimes-fatally] 

Below is FDNY data on fires caused by lithium-ion batteries in e-bikes and e-scooters:[footnoteRef:12] [12:  2019-2022 data provided by FDNY to staff for the Committee on Fire and Emergency Management ] 

	Year
	Investigations
	Injuries
	Deaths
	Structural
	Non-Structural

	2019
	30
	13
	0
	23
	7

	2020
	44
	23
	0
	37
	7

	2021
	104
	79
	4
	77
	27

	2022
	220
	147
	6
	162
	58

	2023 (as of July 3)[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Rebecca Bellan, “Everything you need to know about e-bike battery fires,” Tech Crunch, July 11, 2023, available at: https://techcrunch.com/2023/07/11/everything-you-need-to-know-about-e-bike-battery-fires/. ] 

	114
	74
	13
	80
	34


	
As of Monday, October 9, lithium-ion batteries caused 208 fires in the City this year, which led to 14 deaths and 116 injuries.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Thomas Tracy, “FDNY Commissioner Kavanagh wants Amazon to only sell ‘legal’ lithium-ion batteries in NYC,” The Daily News, October 15, 2023, available at: https://www.nydailynews.com/2023/10/15/fdny-commissioner-kavanagh-wants-amazon-to-only-sell-legal-lithium-ion-batteries-in-nyc/.  ] 

	Some of the most hazardous environments are e-bike shops, where many lithium-ion batteries are stored at once. On June 20, 2023, a fire broke out in an e-bike shop on the Lower East Side, killing four people and critically injuring two others.[footnoteRef:15] The Fire Department had inspected the shop in August 2022 and issued citations for safety violations related to battery charging, the number of batteries at the site and the electrical system.[footnoteRef:16] On June 29, City inspectors found more than 100 lithium-ion batteries, damaged batteries and overloaded power strips inside an e-bike shop on Canal Street—and several of the batteries caught fire as they were being removed from the premises.[footnoteRef:17] [15:  “4 dead after battery causes fire at New York City e-bike shop that spreads to apartments,” Associated Press, June 20, 2023, available at: https://apnews.com/article/new-york-ebike-store-fatal-fire-789d04a128a93160810743acf9c4f893. ]  [16:  Id.]  [17:  Winnie Hu, “Fire Dept. Targets E-Bike Shops in Crackdown on Battery Hazards,” The New York Times, June 29, 2023, available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2023/06/29/nyregion/e-bike-shop-lithium-ion-batteries.html] 

III. RELEVANT FIRE CODE REGULATIONS
Recent updates to the New York City Fire Code (“Fire Code”) established safety regulations related to the charging of powered mobility devices, including e-bikes and e-scooters that are powered by lithium-ion or other storage batteries. First, section FC 202 was amended to define powered mobility devices as “Motorized bicycles, motorized scooters and other personal mobility devices powered by a lithium-ion or other storage battery. The term does not include motor vehicles or motorcycles or other mobility devices that must be registered with the New York State Department of Motor Vehicle.”[footnoteRef:18] Further, section FC 309, which was previously limited to ventilation requirements for battery-charging areas, was expanded to incorporate fire safety provisions for charging and storage of battery-powered industrial trucks, equipment and mobility devices.[footnoteRef:19] These provisions included: (i) adoption of Underwriters Laboratory (UL) standards for charging equipment;[footnoteRef:20] (ii) requiring battery inspection prior to charging or re-charging if the battery has been dropped, involved in a collision or otherwise subjected to a potential mechanism of damage;[footnoteRef:21] and (iii) establishing requirements for battery charging[footnoteRef:22], and storage areas for such powered devices.[footnoteRef:23] The Fire Code regulations for indoor battery charging areas include: (i) requiring adequate natural or mechanical ventilation in accordance with the Mechanical Code to prevent accumulation of flammable or other gases; (ii) requiring adequate electrical supply and sufficient number of electrical receptacles (outlets) to permit equipment or battery packs to be directly connecting to an electric receptacle while charging, prohibiting the use of extension cords or power strips, and establishing clearance requirements between devices or battery packs during charging operations; (iii) prohibiting such areas from including storage of combustible materials, combustible waste or hazardous materials; (iv) requiring such areas be separated by a fire barrier with a minimum 1-hour fire-resistance from areas where repairs or servicing of batteries or powered devices occurs; (v) requiring such areas be equipped with portable fire extinguishers; and (vi) where 6 or more devices are charged in a single indoor location, charging rooms must be fully enclosed by fire barriers, be equipped with automatic sprinklers, and be temperature controlled to prevent overheating.[footnoteRef:24] Indoor areas used for storage of powered devices, but where charging or repairs do not occur, must comply with above-mentioned regulations pertaining to combustible waste, fire extinguishers, and required fire barriers separating the area from where charging or repairs occurs.[footnoteRef:25] [18:  FC 202]  [19:  FC 309.3]  [20:  FC 309.3.1]  [21:  FC 309.3.2]  [22:  FC 309.3.3]  [23:  FC 309.3.4]  [24:  FC 309.3.3]  [25:  FC 309.3.4] 

	Finally, the above-mentioned provisions exempt storage and charging of up to five powered mobility devices using a storage battery in a Group R-3 occupancy (one- and two-family homes) or in a dwelling unit in a Group R-2 occupancy, provided that such devices are for personal use; and charging of a single powered mobility device by and in the presence of its owner or user.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  FC 309.3] 

	To mitigate the fire risks posed by lithium-ion batteries, and electrical bicycles and scooters, safety standards have been developed with the aim of minimizing the occurrence of battery malfunctions that can result in fires. Such standards, some of which are established by Underwriter Labs (“UL”), were developed by technical experts in consultation with industry representatives[footnoteRef:27] and can be utilized for product certification testing by any nationally recognized testing laboratories. Relevant standards include: UL 2849, the Standard for Electrical Systems for e-bikes;[footnoteRef:28] UL 2272, the Standard for Electrical Systems for Personal E-Mobility Devices;[footnoteRef:29] and UL 2271, the Standard for Safety of Light Electric Vehicle Batteries.[footnoteRef:30] [27:  “E-Bike Certification: Evaluating and Testing to UL 2849,” UL Solutions, available at: https://www.ul.com/services/e-bikes-certificationevaluating-and-testing-ul-2849. ]  [28: See UL Solutions, “Micromobility How to Guide,” available at: https://collateral-library-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/asset_file/attachment/46596/Micromobility_How_to_Guide.pdf.]  [29:  Id.]  [30:  See American National Standards Institute, UL 2271; available at: https://webstore.ansi.org/standards/ul/ul2271ed2018. ] 

	UL standard 2849 evaluates the electrical system of an e-bike, to ensure compatibility of various components of the device, including the “electrical drive train system, battery system, charger system combination, interconnecting wiring and e-bike power inlet.”[footnoteRef:31] UL standard 2272 similarly evaluates the electrical systems of other electric powered mobility devices, such as e-scooters.[footnoteRef:32] These standards go beyond a standard that applies only to a battery because they consider the complete electrical system, including other points of potential failure and risk. Complete electrical system evaluations, such as those required by UL 2849 and UL 2272, aim to provide additional safeguards against device or battery malfunctions by testing component compatibility within a device’s electrical system. [31:  See UL Solutions, “Micromobility How to Guide,” available at: https://collateral-library-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/asset_file/attachment/46596/Micromobility_How_to_Guide.pdf. ]  [32:  Id.] 

	On December 20, 2022, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission’s (“CPSC”), sent a letter to over 2,000 manufacturers and importers of electric mobility devices, urging that products be designed, manufactured and certified for compliance with standards established by UL 2272 and UL 2849.[footnoteRef:33] The letter further suggested the possibility of enforcement action against manufacturers and importers who fail to demonstrate compliance with those standards, stating that any product that fails to meet the applicable certification safety level presents an “unreasonable risk of fire and risk of serious injury or death.”[footnoteRef:34] In February of 2023, FDNY Commissioner Kavanagh sent a letter to leadership of the CPSC highlighting additional safety measures that are needed to address lithium-ion battery related fires and asking for the CPSC to “be proactive in … seizing imported devices at the ports that fail minimum industry standards, levying penalties against manufacturers who fail to inform [regulators] of hazards posed by their products, and seeking additional recalls of unsafe products.”[footnoteRef:35] [33:  U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, “Safety Information Concerning Micromobility Devices,” available at: https://www.cpsc.gov/Newsroom/News-Releases/2023/CPSC-Calls-on-Manufacturers-to-Comply-with-Safety-Standards-for-Battery-Powered-Products-to-Reduce-the-Risk-of-Injury-and-Death. ]  [34:  Id.]  [35:  Julianne Cuba, “FDNY Wants Feds to Ban Faulty Lithium-Ion Batteries From Entering U.S,” Streets Blog NYC, February 14, 2023, available at: https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2023/02/14/the-fdny-wants-the-feds-to-ban-faulty-lithium-ion-batteries-from-entering-u-s. ] 

IV. RELEVANT CITY, STATE, AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION 
In March 2023, the Council passed a package of e-bike fire safety legislation: 
(i) Local Law 38 of 2023, which requires the FDNY to develop an informational campaign to educate the public on fire risks posed by powered mobility devices;[footnoteRef:36]  [36:  Local Law 38/2023, at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5839380&GUID=5D3D6F91-1E29-416E-80FC-5B0C66B9C65B. ] 

(ii) Local Law 39 of 2023, which prohibits the sale, lease, or rental of powered mobility devices, such as e-bikes and electric scooters, and storage batteries for these devices, that fail to meet recognized safety standards;[footnoteRef:37]  [37:  Local Law 39/2023, at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5839354&GUID=D0854615-5297-460B-BCBC-646D24A75B2E. ] 

(iii) Local Law 40 of 2023, which requires the FDNY to report on safety measures to mitigate fire risk associated with powered mobility devices;[footnoteRef:38]  [38:  Local Law 40/2023, at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5858563&GUID=4756C5C1-07B1-4D5A-883C-CD7F92C441E0. ] 

(iv) Local Law 41 of 2023, which requires that DWCP, in consultation with the FDNY, establish materials that provide guidance on safe use and storage of powered mobility devices;[footnoteRef:39] and  [39:  Local Law 41/2023, at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5865910&GUID=77C3CB30-DB10-4410-8514-90A42146651E. ] 

(v) Local Law 42 of 2023, which prohibits the sale of lithium-ion batteries assembled or reconditioned using cells removed from used batteries.[footnoteRef:40] [40:  Local Law 42/2023, at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5865911&GUID=A8974463-3FC2-4E68-92F4-07654DBCC658. ] 

In October 2023, the Council enacted Local Law 131, which established a trade-in program for powered mobility devices and lithium-ion batteries used in powered mobility devices. Eligible individuals may exchange devices and batteries that do not comply with relevant safety standards in exchange for devices that meet relevant fire safety standards at reduced or no cost to the individual seeking an exchange.[footnoteRef:41]  [41:  Local Law 131/2023, at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6047910&GUID=B66B61A8-E867-4071-9984-4176A3DD30F6. ] 

	Additionally, there is pending state legislation related to lithium-ion battery safety. A.4938-B/S.154-C would amend the New York State General Business Law to prohibit the manufacturing, distribution, and sale of lithium-ion battery or chargers for e-bikes, electric scooters, and other small mobility devices that do not comply with UL standards and create a civil penalty that ranges from $500 for a first violation to $1,000 for each subsequent violation.[footnoteRef:42] A.5310/S.157 would prohibit the distribution, assembly, or sale of second-use lithium-ion batteries for e-bikes and electric scooters and create a civil penalty that ranges from $200 for a first violation to $1,000 for each subsequent violation within two years.[footnoteRef:43] S.314/A.275 would direct the New York State Energy and Development Authority to establish a ride clean rebate program for e-bikes and e-scooters.[footnoteRef:44] The law would make class one, class two and class three e-bikes, and e-scooters that are compliant with all State regulations eligible for a 50% rebate up to $1,100.[footnoteRef:45] All of these bills have passed the New York State Senate and are pending approval of the New York State Assembly.  [42:  New York State Senate, S.154-C/ A.4938-B, available at: https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/S154/amendment/C. ]  [43: New York State Senate, S.157/ A.5310, available at: https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/S157. ]  [44:  NYS Ride Clean Rebate Program Legislation, S.314/A.257, available at: https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/s314. ]  [45:  NYS Ride Clean Rebate Program Legislation, S.314/A.257, available at: https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/s314.] 

At the federal level, in March 2023 Congressman Ritchie Torres introduced H.R. 1797, which is also known as the “Setting Consumer Standards for Lithium-Ion Batteries Act”.[footnoteRef:46] This bill would require the CPSC to “establish a final consumer product safety standard for rechargeable lithium-ion batteries used in personal mobility devices, such as electric scooters and bikes, to protect against the risk of fires caused by such batteries.”[footnoteRef:47] [46:  H.R. 1797, available at: https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1797/text?s=1&r=28. ]  [47:  H.R. 1797, available at: https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1797/text?s=1&r=28.] 

V. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS

Int. No. 819
This bill would require all businesses that sell e-bikes, e-scooters and other personal mobility devices powered by batteries to post lithium-ion battery safety informational materials and guides.
Section 20-699.21 would define “powered mobility device” to include motorized bicycles, motorized scooters, and other mobility devices that use lithium-ion or other storage batteries.
Subdivision a of section 20-699.22 would require the commissioner to post lithium-ion battery safety materials in any business that sells powered mobility devices. Subdivision b of section 20-699.22 would require powered mobility device retailers to post such safety information where the device would be sold. Subdivision c of section 20-699.22 would require online retailers to post such materials. Subdivision d of section 20-699.21 would establish civil penalties of $150 for the first violation, $250 for the second violation and $350 for the third and subsequent violations.
This bill would take effect 180 days after it becomes law. 

Int. No. 822
This bill would require the Commissioner of the Department of Consumer and Worker Protection to establish and require a battery safety certification for mechanics of powered mobility devices, including e-bikes and e-scooters. The Commissioner would establish the criteria for this certification process, maintain and update a monthly list of all mechanics who are thereby certified and conduct outreach and education about this certification program.
Section 20-699.21 would define “powered mobility device” to include motorized bicycles, motorized scooters, and other mobility devices that use lithium-ion or other storage batteries.
Subdivision a of Section 20-699.22 would require the Commissioner to establish a process to certify powered mobility device mechanics. Subdivision b of section 20-699.22 would require listing such certification on the Department’s website. Subdivision c of section 20-669.22 would require the Commissioner to conduct outreach and education related to the certification program that targets food delivery workers and other groups that regularly utilize powered mobility devices for employment.
This bill would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.

Int. No. 998
This bill would create record keeping and reporting requirements for entities that purchase or accept second-use rechargeable lithium-ion batteries that power devices such as e-bikes and electric scooters. 
Int. No. 998 would amend section 20-1501 by adding the definition of “powered mobility device” as any bicycle with electric assist, any scooter with electric assist, a motorized scooter, and any other device powered by a lithium-ion storage battery.
Section 20-1525 would require entities that purchase used batteries or accept used batteries from powered mobility devices to keep a record of their practices and report their practices to the Department. This would include reporting on the number and type of batteries purchased or accepted and the manner of disposal of such batteries. It would also require the Department to post a summary of these reports on their website.
This bill would take effect 90 days after it becomes law.

Int. No. 1163
This bill would require the delivery worker bicycle safety course developed by the Department of Transportation (“DOT”) to cover the safe and lawful operation of powered bicycles, as well as lithium-ion battery and charging safety. In addition, it would require third-party delivery companies to provide their delivery workers with bicycle safety equipment, including protective headgear, a lamp, a bell or other signaling device, brakes, and reflective material. It would also require third-party delivery companies to ensure that their delivery workers complete the bicycle safety course developed by DOT.
Int. No. 1163 would amend paragraph 3 of subdivision e of section 10-157 to add the safe and lawful operation of powered bicycles, lithium-ion batteries and charging safety to the bicycle safety course information that is provided by DOT. Subdivision b of section 20-563.2 would be amended to include that all third-party food delivery services comply with the requirements in subdivisions e and f of section 10-157, which includes the bicycle safety course requirement for all businesses using bicycles for commercial purposes.
This bill would take effect 90 days after it becomes law.

Int. No. 1168
This bill would establish safety standards for powered bicycles and powered mobility devices when used for food delivery services.
Int. No. 1168 would amend section 20-1501 by adding the definition of “powered mobility device” as a powered bicycle or powered mobility device. 
Section 20-1526 would require that powered mobility devices operated by food delivery workers on behalf of a third-party courier service be UL certified. Such device would be provided by the third party platform or by the delivery worker, but would not be provided at the food delivery worker’s expense as a term of their employment.
This bill would take effect 6 months after it becomes law. 

Int. No. 1220
This bill would require electric bicycle or scooter businesses to obtain a license in order to do business in the City.
Section 20-565 would define “electric bicycle or scooter business” as a business that engages in selling, renting or maintaining powered bicycles or powered mobility devices, which would include batteries and storage. It would define “licensee” as any person that is licensed to sell electric bicycles or scooters. It would define “powered bicycle” as a bicycle with electric assist. It would define “powered mobility device” as an electric scooter or other personal mobility device powered by a lithium-ion or other storage battery.
Subdivision a of section 20-565.1 would require anyone operating an electric bicycle or scooter business to have a license. Subdivision b of section 20-565.1 would require such operator to apply for a license with a sworn statement certifying that they are in compliance with UL certification requirements, fire code requirements and can provide a copy of their liability insurance policy.
Section 20-656.2 would require licensees comply with all laws, rules and regulations; carry liability insurance; and file annual declarations related to compliance.
Section 20-563.3 would authorize the Department, in coordination with the Fire Department, to conduct inspections to ensure compliance.
Section 20-565.4 would authorize the Department to suspend, revoke or reject a license upon a determination, after notice and a hearing, that the applicant or licensee failed to comply with the duties required, or has practiced fraud or misrepresentation in meeting their requirements.
Section 20-565.5 would authorize a civil penalty of no less than $1,000 a day for unlicensed operation.
Section 20-565.6 would require licensees to display their license outwardly.
Section 20-565.7 would require the Commissioner to conduct outreach in designated citywide languages to affected businesses.
This bill would take effect 180 days after becoming law.
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Int. No. 819

By Council Members Brewer, Hanif, Joseph, Powers and Abreu

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the posting of lithium-ion battery safety guides in places of business and online retail platforms that sell powered mobility devices
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. Chapter 4 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subchapter 15 to read as follows:
SUBCHAPTER 15
POWERED MOBILITY DEVICES
§ 20-699.21 Definitions. For the purposes of this subchapter, the term “powered mobility devices” means motorized bicycles, motorized scooters, and other personal mobility devices powered by a lithium-ion or other storage battery. The term does not include motor vehicles or motorcycles or other mobility devices that must be registered with the New York state department of motor vehicles.
§ 20-699.22 Fire safety; posting of information. a. The commissioner shall require the posting of lithium-ion battery safety informational materials and guides in all places of business that sell powered mobility devices. 
b. Any person who sells or offers for sale a powered mobility device in a physical retail location shall conspicuously post such materials and guides near the location where such a device is offered for sale. 
c. Any person who sells or offers for sale a powered mobility device on an online retail platform shall conspicuously post a hyperlink to such materials and guides from each webpage where such a device is offered for sale. 
d. The violation of any provision of this section shall be punishable by a civil penalty of $150 for a first violation, $250 for a second violation, and $350 for a third or subsequent violation. Each day in which a violation continues constitutes a separate violation. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 822

By Council Members Gutiérrez, Restler, Powers, Brewer, Abreu, Nurse and Avilés

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing a battery safety certification for powered mobility device mechanics
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. Chapter 4 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York, is amended by adding a new subchapter 15 to read as follows:
SUBCHAPTER 15
POWERED MOBILITY DEVICES
§ 20-699.21 Definitions. For the purposes of this subchapter, the term “powered mobility device” means a motorized bicycle, motorized scooter and other personal mobility device powered by a lithium-ion or other storage battery. The term does not include motor vehicles or motorcycles or other mobility devices that must be registered with the New York state department of motor vehicles.
§ 20-699.22 Powered mobility device mechanic certification. a. The commissioner shall establish by rule a process by which powered mobility device mechanics may apply to be recognized as certified in powered mobility device battery safety. The commissioner shall establish the criteria for such certification process. 
b. The commissioner shall require by rule all such powered mobility device mechanics to be certified pursuant to subdivision a of this section and shall maintain on the department’s website and update at least monthly a list of all mechanics who are certified pursuant to subdivision a of this section. 
c. The commissioner shall conduct outreach and education about the provisions of this subchapter. Such outreach and education shall be provided to food delivery workers, third-party food delivery services and other groups frequently using powered mobility devices that the commissioner may identify.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 998

By Council Members Nurse, Avilés, Restler, Hanif and Riley

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to record keeping and reporting on the disposal of rechargeable batteries used for powered mobility devices
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. Section 20-1501 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 114 for the year 2021, is amended by adding a definition of “powered mobility devices” in alphabetical order to read as follows: 
Powered mobility devices. The term “powered mobility devices” means (i) a bicycle with electric assist as defined in section 102-c of the vehicle and traffic law or any successor provision; (ii) an electric scooter as defined in section 114-e of the vehicle and traffic law or any successor provision; (iii) a motorized scooter as defined in section 19-176.2; or (iv) any other personal mobility device powered by a lithium-ion or other storage battery. The term does not include wheelchairs or other mobility devices designed for use by persons with disabilities, or any vehicle that is capable of being registered with the New York state department of motor vehicles.
§2. Subchapter 2 of chapter 15 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 20-1525 to read as follows:
§ 20-1525. Reporting on disposal of rechargeable batteries used for powered mobility devices. Any entity that purchases used batteries that power powered mobility devices from consumers, or which accepts such batteries from consumers including through participation in voluntary recycling programs, shall maintain records of such practices and report such activities annually to the department. The record keeping and reporting required by this section shall be conducted in a manner prescribed by the department and shall include, but not be limited to, information pertaining to the number and type of batteries purchased or accepted and the manner in which such rechargeable batteries were disposed of. The department shall make such records available to the department of sanitation and the fire department upon request. The department shall post, on an annual basis no later than February 1 with respect to the previous calendar year, a summary on its website of the information reported to the department pursuant to this section. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 90 days after becoming law.
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Int. No. 1163

By Council Members Brewer, Stevens, Louis, Restler, Feliz and Abreu

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to third-party delivery workers and powered bicycle safety
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:





2

29

Section 1. Paragraph (3) of subdivision e of section 10-157 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 91 for the year 2017, is amended to read as follows:
(3) Each bicycle operator shall complete a bicycle safety course prior to making deliveries or otherwise operating a bicycle on behalf of a business using a bicycle for commercial purposes. For purposes of this section, "bicycle safety course" shall mean information provided by the department of transportation regarding safe bicycling, [and] adherence to traffic and commercial bicycle laws, safe and lawful operation of powered bicycles within the meaning of section 20-609, and lithium-ion battery and charging safety.
§ 2. Subdivision b of section 20-563.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new paragraph 4 to read as follows:
4. Unless it has already done so pursuant to section 10-157, a third-party food delivery service shall comply with the requirements of subdivisions e and f of section 10-157 applicable to a business using a bicycle for commercial purposes and shall ensure that each person it hires, retains, or engages as a bicycle operator within the meaning of section 10-157 complies with subdivision e of such section. 
§ 3. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 1168
 
By Council Members Feliz, Powers, Velázquez, Abreu, Joseph, Brewer, Louis, Marte, Brooks-Powers, Schulman, Restler, Ossé, Cabán, Riley and Borelli

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to safety standards for powered bicycles and powered mobility devices used for food delivery services.
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 

Section 1. Section 20-1501 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new definition of “powered mobility device” in alphabetical order to read as follows:
 Powered mobility device. The term “powered mobility device” shall be a powered bicycle or a powered mobility device, as such terms are defined in subchapter 2 of chapter 4 of title 20.
§2. Subchapter 2 of chapter 15 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 20-1526 to read as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk126331969]§ 20-1526 Powered mobility devices. Any powered mobility device operated by a food delivery worker on behalf of a third-party delivery service or third-party courier service shall meet the standard for sale established by paragraph 1 of subdivision a of section 20-610, or paragraph 1 of subdivision b of such section, and any rules promulgated pursuant to either such paragraphs. Any such powered mobility device shall be provided at the expense of such delivery service or courier service, or by the food delivery worker. Such delivery service or courier service may permit a food delivery worker to make deliveries using a personal device that meets the standards provided in this section, provided that such delivery service or courier service shall not require any of its food delivery workers to provide such powered mobility device at such worker's expense as a term of employment.
§ 3. This local law takes effect 6 months after becoming law. 
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Int. No. 1220
 
By Council Members Brewer and Rivera

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating licensing requirements for electric bicycle or scooter businesses
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 

Section 1. Chapter 2 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subchapter 37 to read as follows:
SUBCHAPTER 37
ELECTRIC BICYCLE OR SCOOTER BUSINESS
§ 20-565 Definitions. For purposes of this subchapter, the following terms have the following meanings:
Electric bicycle or scooter business. The term "electric bike or scooter business" means any business that engages in commercial activity of which a significant proportion is focused on the sale, rental or maintenance of powered bicycles or powered mobility devices, including but not limited to the sale, rental, storage, charging, or repair, of such equipment and related storage batteries. 
Licensee. The term “licensee” means any person that is currently licensed by the department to engage in the operation of an electric bicycle or scooter business. 
Powered bicycle. The term “powered bicycle” means a bicycle with electric assist as defined in section 102-c of the vehicle and traffic law.
Powered mobility device. The term “powered mobility device” means an electric scooter as defined in section 114-e of the vehicle and traffic law or successor provision or other personal mobility device powered by a lithium-ion or other storage battery. The term does not include powered bicycles, wheelchairs or other mobility devices designed for use by persons with disabilities, or any vehicle that is capable of being registered with the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles. 
§ 20-565.1 License. a. License required. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate an electric bicycle or scooter business without first having obtained a license therefor issued pursuant to this subchapter. All licenses issued pursuant to this subchapter shall be valid for no more than three years.
b. License application. An application for any license required under this subchapter or for any renewal thereof shall be made in such form or manner as the department shall prescribe by rule, provided that such application shall include, but need not be limited to:
1. A signed statement certifying compliance with all applicable laws, regulations and rules including: 
(a) that the applicant is in compliance with section 20-610 of the code; and
(b) that the applicant is in compliance with sections FC 309.3, FC 309.3.1, FC 309.3.2, FC 309.3.3, FC 309.3.4, and FC 309.3.5 of the New York city fire code. 
2. Original or true copies of liability insurance policies or certificates of insurance for liability insurance carried by the applicant. 
§ 20-565.2 Duties of licensees. Any person holding a license permitting operation of an electric bicycle or scooter business shall: 
a. Ensure compliance with all applicable laws, regulations and rules.
b. Carry liability insurance that, as determined by the department, adequately protects the public. 
c. File annual declarations, in a manner and form prescribed by the department pursuant to rule, certifying compliance with all provisions of this subchapter, including but not limited to, providing documentation of an active liability insurance policy. 
§ 20-565.3 Inspections. Prior to issuing any license for an electric bicycle or scooter business to operate, and routinely thereafter, the department, in coordination with the fire department, shall conduct inspections of operating locations of such businesses to ensure compliance with licensee duties established by section 20-565.2 and any rules promulgated pursuant to this subchapter. 
§ 20-565.4 Issuance, renewal, revocation and suspension of license; fines. In addition to any of the powers that may be exercised by the department, and not in limitation thereof, a license required pursuant to this subchapter may be suspended or revoked, or issuance or renewal thereof denied, by the department, and the licensee may be fined pursuant to subdivision e of section 20-104, upon a determination made by the department after due notice and hearing that an applicant or licensee has failed to comply with licensee duties established by section 20-565.2 of this subchapter or any rules promulgated thereunder, or has practiced fraud or misrepresentation in meeting requirements of this subchapter. 
§ 20-565.5 Unlicensed operation. Any person operating an electric bicycle or scooter business without a valid license issued by the department shall be liable for a civil penalty of no less than one thousand dollars for every calendar day during which the unlicensed electric bicycle or scooter business operated.
§ 20-565.6 Display of license. Each licensee shall conspicuously display a true copy of the license issued pursuant to this subchapter in close proximity to the main entrance door of each licensee’s electric bicycle or scooter business in such a manner that the license is visible from outside the building where such center is located.
§ 20-565.7 Outreach. No more than 60 days after the effective date of this local law, and continuing for 90 days thereafter, the commissioner, in collaboration with relevant agencies, shall conduct culturally appropriate outreach in the designated citywide languages, as defined in section 23-1101, to alert electric bicycle or scooter businesses to the requirements of this subchapter. Such outreach shall include, but need not be limited to, posting information on relevant agency websites and distributing information to electric bicycle or scooter businesses and other relevant stakeholders.
§ 2. Prior to the effective date of this local law, the department, in coordination with the fire department, shall make efforts to identify all electric bicycle or scooter businesses currently operating and notify such businesses of requirements as established by this local law. 
§ 3. This local law takes effect 180 days after becoming law.
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