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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Good morning.  My

          3  name is Diana Reyna, and I am the Chair of the

          4  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

          5                 I would like to also recognize the

          6  Rules Committee members who are present here today.

          7  I will start from my left, I have Council Member

          8  Maria Baez from the Bronx, Council Member Joel

          9  Rivera from the Bronx, Council Member Erik Dilan,

         10  Martin Dilan, from Brooklyn.  We have on our right,

         11  Council Member Garodnick from Manhattan, Council

         12  Member, Majority Whip, Council Member Inez Dickens.

         13  I have to my top left, we have Council Member Yvette

         14  Clarke from Brooklyn, Council Member Lew Fidler,

         15  Assistant Majority Leader from Brooklyn.  We have

         16  Council Member Melinda Katz from Queens, we have on

         17  the floor, Council Member, Deputy Majority Leader

         18  Leroy Comrie from Queens, they are killing me with

         19  these titles, Council Member Robert Jackson from

         20  Manhattan, and Council Member David Weprin from

         21  Queens.

         22                 I would like to welcome here today a

         23  Queens resident, candidate for the TLC Commission,

         24  Mr. Elliot Gene Sander.

         25                 Today before us, he is the candidate
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          2  up for review and I would like him to be sworn in.

          3  Before he is going to be sworn in, I will read a

          4  description of the TLC Commission.

          5                 Mr. Sander is a Queens resident who

          6  is being reappointed by the Mayor to the Taxi and

          7  Limousine Commission for the remainder of a seven

          8  year term that expires on January 31st, 2012.  Mr.

          9  Sander has been serving in a hold- over capacity

         10  since February 1st, 2005.

         11                 Before I ask counsel to swear him in,

         12  I would like to briefly describe the functions and

         13  structure of the Taxi and Limousine Commission,

         14  which we know as TLC.

         15                 TLC, created by Local Law 12 of 1971,

         16  is required to continue further development and

         17  improve taxi and limousine service in the City.  In

         18  addition, TLC adopts and establishes an overall

         19  public transportation policy governing taxi, coach,

         20  limousine and wheelchair accessible van services

         21  within the City, and establishes rates, standards

         22  and general criteria for the licensing of vehicles,

         23  drivers, and chauffeurs, owners and operators who

         24  are engaged in such services.  TLC consists of nine

         25  members with seven year terms, appointed by the

                                                            6

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  Mayor, all with the advice and consent of the

          3  Council.  Five of said members, one resident from

          4  each of the borough, all five boroughs, of the City

          5  of New York are recommended to the Mayor for

          6  appointment by a majority vote of the council

          7  members from that respective borough.  The Mayor may

          8  remove any member for cause, upon proof of stated

          9  charges.  The Mayor designates one member to act as

         10  the Chairperson and Chief Executive Officer for the

         11  agency, having full responsibility to manage its

         12  operations.  The Chairperson who works on a full-

         13  time basis, receives an annual salary of $166,884.

         14  Other members of the TLC receive no compensation.

         15                 I will now have our Counsel, Ed

         16  O'Malley, swear in the candidate.

         17                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Please

         18  raise your right hand.

         19                 Do you solemnly swear or affirm the

         20  testimony you are about to give the committee is the

         21  truth and the whole truth?

         22                 MR. SANDER:  I do.

         23                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Please

         24  state your name for the record.

         25                 MR. SANDER:  Elliot Gene Sander.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  The

          3  candidate is sworn.

          4                 MR. SANDER:  My name is Elliot Gene

          5  Sander.

          6                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Thank you,

          7  the candidate is sworn.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:   Good morning,

          9  Mr. Sander.

         10                 MR. SANDER:  Good morning,

         11  Councilwoman.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  I just want to

         13  give you an opportunity to introduce yourself and if

         14  you have an opening statement, to share it with this

         15  Committee.

         16                 MR. SANDER:  Sure, I would be

         17  delighted to Madam Chairwoman.

         18                 Again I apologize for the disconnect

         19  in terms of being downstairs briefly.

         20                 It is a great honor to be here this

         21  afternoon, to be considered for confirmation to the

         22  Taxi and Limousine Commission. I have been asked to

         23  provide a brief biographical overview, which I am

         24  pleased to do.

         25                 Like many who have come before this
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          2  distinguished elected body, my family and I owe so

          3  much to our city, state and country.  My father fled

          4  Nazi Germany for the United States in his youth, and

          5  after Pearl Harbor, volunteered for the American

          6  Army despite not knowing English and arriving

          7  basically penniless.  His first job was sticking

          8  tails on toy horses for Montgomery Ward in their

          9  factory in South Jamaica, and not being able to

         10  complete his university studies, he became a

         11  decorated Army officer, fought at Omaha Beach in the

         12  Battle of the Bulge with the 83rd Infantry Division,

         13  and rose to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.  My mom

         14  was born in Germany, also a German Jew, fled to

         15  Holland where she was hid by the Dutch, and was

         16  rescued, ultimately, by the Allied Forces again led

         17  by this country.

         18                 My parents met in the City, married

         19  and then settled in Jamaica, Queens.  I had the good

         20  fortune of attending New York's Public School

         21  System, ultimately graduating from Jamaica High

         22  School, and I am pleased to see a couple of

         23  graduated from Jamaica High School here with me,

         24  with this distinguished elected body.

         25                 After graduating from Georgetown
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          2  University in 1997, I went to work in government

          3  where I spent 20 years.  I started as a budget

          4  analyst at New York City OMB, then worked for City

          5  Council President, Carol Bellamy, also as a budget

          6  analyst, then went to run the Parking Division of

          7  the Bureau of Traffic at New York City DOT, the

          8  Manhattan Bus Division of New York City Transit.  I

          9  served as Deputy Commissioner of the New York State

         10  Division of Housing and Community Renewal where I

         11  oversaw the states rent regulatory system, ran the

         12  Transit Division of New York State DOT, and then

         13  returned to New York City to serve as Mayor

         14  Giuliani's Transportation Commissioner and Senior

         15  Transportation Advisor.

         16                 I basically specialized in turnaround

         17  situations, though I became pretty enamored with the

         18  field of transportation, which I continued to be.

         19                 In 1996, I accepted an offer to run

         20  the New York Office of Frederic R. Harris, a large

         21  international transportation consulting firm, as

         22  well as an offer from New York University to start a

         23  transportation policy center at the Robert F. Wagner

         24  Graduate School of Public Service.

         25                 I am now a Senior Corporate Vice
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          2  President for DMJM Harris, now a combined firm with

          3  another sister company, where I both, oversee our

          4  operations in New York, our international

          5  activities, and our government relations function

          6  nationally.  I also remain as the Director of the

          7  Ruin Center for Transportation, Policy and

          8  Management at Wagner NYU, which has grown into a

          9  respected Policy Center, active both in our region,

         10  as well as on a national and international level.

         11                 I also co- chair the Empire State

         12  Transportation Lines, which has brought together

         13  leading civic, business, labor, business labor, and

         14  civic stakeholders concerned with transportation, so

         15  that we can articulate a coherent transportation

         16  agenda for the region.  We have played a leading

         17  role in the passage of the last two five- year State

         18  Transportation Plans, which have had tremendous

         19  impact and will have tremendous impact on the

         20  City, the post- 9/11 Transportation Plan for the

         21  recovery of Lower Manhattan, and the passage of last

         22  years Transportation Bond Act.

         23                 I was also informed several weeks

         24  ago, by Congressman Rangel and Nadler, that I was

         25  recently appointed to the National Service
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          2  Transportation Infrastructure Commission, a blue

          3  ribbon panel created and recently passed, Federal

          4  Transportation Bill Safety Lew (phonetic), this

          5  blue- ribbon panel will deal with the issue of

          6  financing future transportation bills, as we will

          7  soon run out of money in the Federal Highway Trust

          8  Fund.  You can be sure that I will be looking out

          9  very closely for the interest of our City and State

         10  during these deliberations.

         11                 In 1997, I was nominated by Mayor

         12  Giuliani and confirmed by the City Council to serve

         13  on the TLC, which I continue to do.  I am proud of

         14  the progress we have made with the TLC, through the

         15  reforms we passed in the late 90's, the Fare and

         16  Lease Cap Package we instituted two years ago, as

         17  well as a number of initiatives and reform the

         18  Agency has taken.

         19                 Along the way, I have had the

         20  pleasure of getting to know, working with a number

         21  of our distinguished council members in a variety of

         22  capacities, of which I have also very much enjoyed

         23  and appreciated, both on the personal basis and also

         24  a number of you with the passage of the Bond Act.

         25                 In sum, what this experience has
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          2  meant to me as it relates to government service is

          3  vary basic, I have the utmost of regard for the

          4  integrity and importance of our public institutions

          5  for our democrat processes, and the key role of

          6  public and other stakeholders play.  I consider

          7  public service to be the highest calling, and from a

          8  programmatic vantage point, I obviously have a deep

          9  appreciation for the role transportation plays in

         10  the lives of the people of our city, and the health

         11  and vitality of the communities they live and work

         12  in.

         13                 I have attempted to bring these

         14  perspectives to my work on the TLC, and will

         15  continue to do so if the City Council confirms me

         16  for this position.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you, Mr.

         18  Sander.

         19                 We have been joined by Council Member

         20  Helen Sears from Queens, and I would like to open

         21  the floor to my colleagues for any questions,

         22  comments, concerning Mr. Sanders's appointment.

         23                 I would like to call upon Council

         24  Member Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Thank you,
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          2  Madam Chair.

          3                 Good morning, Mr. Sander.

          4                 I am please to see that you are

          5  desirous of being reappointed to TLC because of your

          6  vast history, and your excellent service to the

          7  City.  I think that it is a great appointment, and

          8  one to look forward to.

          9                 Because of your general expertise in

         10  transportation issues, I just wanted to ask you a

         11  couple of questions while we had you here.

         12                 Clearly you know I represent

         13  Southeast Queens, and a major problem in Southeast

         14  Queens is the commuter van issue, along with other

         15  areas.  The problem that is going on with the

         16  commuter vans at this point is that the licensed

         17  vans are having problems staying in business because

         18  they are being- there is not enough regulation or

         19  monitoring of the illegal van owners that pick up

         20  and drop off commuters that siphon off the, or cream

         21  commuters so to speak, and what has happened because

         22  of their overall cost of insurance, and the fact

         23  that they are getting tickets but they are trying to

         24  follow the rules, a lot of them are concerned about

         25  maintaining their quality of business.  I wanted to
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          2  know- I was looking at your statement, you said that

          3  you had not seen any complaints from the public on

          4  this issue but it is a major problem in Southeast

          5  Queens, and it is one that we really need TLC to do

          6  more about- looking into the regulation and dealing

          7  with the enforcement of the commuter van situation.

          8  I wanted to know if you had any reflection on that,

          9  and then I will ask the next question.

         10                 MR. SANDER:  Yes, well I very much

         11  appreciate that feedback in terms of the various

         12  hearings that we have had, and the media that I have

         13  seen.   I do not see all of the press clippings that

         14  relate to this issue.  I have not seen these

         15  complaints but I do not doubt what you are saying.

         16                 What I will do is go back and discuss

         17  with Chairman Daus, as well as Commissioner

         18  Weinshall, who has perhaps you know, actually you do

         19  know because you confirmed her for her position on

         20  the TLC, to discuss with them in more detail what

         21  has occurred.

         22                 We have not had any hearings or

         23  public discussions about this issue.  I certainly

         24  was involved in this issue when I was commissioner

         25  of New York City DOT, and we were engaged at that
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          2  time with joint efforts with the police department,

          3  with City DOT, and TLC, and we would routinely go

          4  out and do, essentially, SWAT operations to inspect

          5  but this is an area, in general, that I am

          6  interested in intellectually.  In addition to my

          7  functions at TLC, vans play a very important role in

          8  terms of mobility of the City, and it is an area

          9  that I will support us taking more of a look at.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Okay, thank

         11  you, I will follow up with you at a Commission

         12  Meeting to make sure that- and try to bring those

         13  people down because another issue that they have as

         14  a result of being outpaced by illegals is they

         15  cannot maintain their insurance.

         16                 I see the Speaker is here, so I know

         17  she needs to vote and move on, so I will wait and

         18  ask my next question, Madam Chair.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  I would like to

         20  take this opportunity to introduce, Speaker Quinn.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN:  Thank you, and thank

         22  you Leroy, and I vote aye.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you.

         24                 Thank you for joining us, Speaker,

         25  and Council Member Comrie.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Just one

          3  quick question.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Something for

          6  you to think about, yesterday I was Chair of the

          7  Consumer Affairs Committee, another hearing

          8  regarding the burgeoning petty cab industry, and one

          9  of the problems that one of the taxi people brought

         10  up was that they are now aware that the petty cab

         11  industry are doing curbside pickup, which they feel

         12  is their personal purview, and the reason why they

         13  pay so much money for Medallions, as the industry in

         14  burgeoning as a result of 9/11, and they are doing

         15  curbside pickup and actually competing with the

         16  taxis for pickups, especially on the after theater

         17  hours and other hours, that is something that I

         18  think TLC will need to look at also.

         19                 MR. SANDER:  I saw that clipping as

         20  well, and again let me reiterate from my experience

         21  with working with the Council, my receptivity and

         22  interest, obviously, you have your statutory

         23  authority but beyond that, those issues that are of

         24  concern and interest to you, so we will certainly

         25  react, I will react in trying to be responsive to
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          2  those issues.  I saw that article yesterday, and we

          3  will also be paying attention to that.  So, any of

          4  these issues, whether it is the petty cab, whether

          5  it is the issue of the vans, I am most open and

          6  responsive to anything that comes out of the Council

          7  here.

          8                 I am pleased with the work that- I do

          9  not see Councilman Yassky, but I know that work that

         10  he has done, and I do not know if any of the others

         11  of you have been involved with that on the hybrid

         12  taxi, I think that has been very positive.  So

         13  really, open to the direction and leadership working

         14  with the Mayor on these issues.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Thank you, I

         16  am confident that you will be- you have been- over

         17  your entire tenure, and I have had the pleasure of

         18  working with you on other issues, and I look forward

         19  to working with you on this.

         20                 Thank you, thank you Madam Chair.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you,

         22  Council Member Comrie.

         23                 I would like to just take this

         24  opportunity to give Council Member Joel Rivera and

         25  Maria Baez the opportunity to vote before they
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          2  leave.  Unfortunately, we scotch- started a little

          3  late, and I had promised we were going to be in and

          4  out.

          5                 Council Member Joel Rivera.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Thank you

          7  very much Madam Chair for giving us the opportunity

          8  to vote.

          9                 I think that this recommendation for

         10  reappointment is a good one.  I think you have done

         11  a very good job in your post already, and I think

         12  that it is just a good position to continue to serve

         13  in for the benefit of New York City residents.  I

         14  know we all saw the article in today's paper talking

         15  about the hybrid technologies and things of that

         16  nature, and I know we all want to move forward on

         17  that, and I think it is good to move forward with a

         18  team that has already been working on it.

         19                 So with that being said, I am going

         20  to vote aye for your reappointment.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  And Council

         22  Member Joel Rivera, I apologize, it was my mistake

         23  for not introducing you as our Majority Leader.

         24  Much respect to you, and I apologize profusely.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  My name is
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          2  Joel.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you, Joel.

          4                 Council Member Maria Baez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ:  I vote aye.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you so

          7  much.

          8                 We will continue with the line of

          9  questioning but I just wanted to take this

         10  opportunity to refer to Mr. Sander the comments that

         11  I have heard from the livery industry, which is as

         12  much a part of the TLC drivers, that are a much part

         13  of your environment.  They are being very- their

         14  industry is being shortchanged by opportunity, or

         15  lack of access to insurance companies.  I do not

         16  know if in your work experience, what you bring to

         17  the table, what you can offer to a commission of

         18  high stature, to be able to take on this issue and

         19  to resolve, once and for all, what we are going to

         20  do to alleviate the demand and the lack of insurance

         21  companies for the livery industry.

         22                 If you can just share with me how you

         23  can bring some light to that issue, your commitment

         24  to the industry in looking into this.

         25                 MR. SANDER:  Sure, as you know the
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          2  TLC is essentially an oversight body for a full-

          3  time chair and their staff, and so our job, as I

          4  perceive it, is to ensure that the workings are

          5  going right, that the chairperson and the rest of

          6  the Commission's deliberations are responding to the

          7  issues that you put forward in the City Council,

          8  that the owners- that the drivers associations and

          9  different stakeholders.  In addition to that as key

         10  specific issues come up, we do as individuals, again

         11  we only meet once a month but if we see specific

         12  issues of particular note and concern, we try and

         13  birddog them to ensure that the professional staff

         14  is dealing with them.  The issue of insurance has

         15  come up in a number of different venues, not just in

         16  the case of the livery industry but also for yellows

         17  as well.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Yes.

         19                 MR. SANDER:  And I certainly will

         20  bring back to Chairman Daus, and First Deputy

         21  Commissioner Salkin, and the staff, again, where are

         22  we on this issue and what are we doing to resolve

         23  it.

         24                 So rest assured that if there are any

         25  issues of particular import to this Body, it is the
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          2  job of the TLC to ensure that there is a thoughtful

          3  and appropriate response.

          4                 So, both on that one as well as the

          5  issues we discussed earlier, I will do that.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Well, I

          7  appreciate that commitment, and consider this a

          8  challenge for you to be able to achieve in the next

          9  six years.  You are going to be appointed for that

         10  long, and I hope that your resume speaks to the

         11  testament of your commitment because there has to be

         12  a solution to this problem.             The

         13  aggressive discussions on behalf of the Commission

         14  with the State Department of Insurance to be taking

         15  place, and perhaps it is not within your role but as

         16  a commission I believe you have the due diligence to

         17  provide those opportunities.

         18                 If nothing gets resolved in the

         19  immediate, at least those discussions have begun,

         20  and I appreciate your statement.

         21                 I would like to call Council Member

         22  Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Thank you very

         24  much Madam Chair.  I am not a member of the

         25  committee but- and I appreciate the moment that you
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          2  are giving me.

          3                 I think that we are very fortunate

          4  that Lee Sander chooses to remain on the Commission.

          5    His experience in transportation is as renowned,

          6  and he has been committed to that and to the City of

          7  New York for, I will not say how many years, because

          8  you get younger so I will not say how many years,

          9  but we are very fortunate, and I do hope the

         10  Committee approves his reappointment.  And certainly

         11  for the comments that I have heard from my

         12  colleagues, I cannot think of any better ears that

         13  they fall on than Lee Sander because he knows the

         14  City, he understands the problems in transportation,

         15  and certainly they will not fall on deaf ears.

         16                 So, I support his renomination and I

         17  thank you for wanting to- that we have not worn you

         18  out yet, and you are still willing to serve the City

         19  of New York.

         20                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you,

         22  Council Member Sears.

         23                 Council Member Weprin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  Thank you,

         25  Madam Chair.
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          2                 I have a couple of disclosures to

          3  make.  One is, I know this nominee for about 35

          4  years, and I have vivid memories of our high school

          5  days at Jamaica High School where he was the only

          6  high school student, I think, that was a real New

          7  York City agency public policy want back then.  I

          8  remember he was constantly commuting back and forth

          9  between high school and some city agency that he had

         10  an internship in.  It might have been through the

         11  Urban Corp if I am not mistaken?

         12                 MR. SANDER:  It was a high school

         13  internship program run both, in combination of then

         14  the Department- Board of Education and HRA.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  See that, I

         16  remember that, and he was constantly talking about

         17  the importance of city government and interaction,

         18  and I would have thought he would have been a

         19  candidate for public office, rather than myself back

         20  in those days but I have followed his career, and he

         21  has been a neighbor and friend for many years.  I

         22  know his family growing up in the area, and he has

         23  been an outstanding leader in the transportation

         24  field.  He is actually known nationally in addition

         25  to his service in the City, but for his expertise on
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          2  creative, innovative transportation issues, and he

          3  modestly referred to taking a leadership role in the

          4  Transportation Bond Act but he really spearheaded

          5  that effort and was a tremendous success.

          6                 But looking through our confidential

          7  inquiry, I actually discovered something new, which

          8  I found very interesting and enlightening since I

          9  have known him for about 35 years, is that he is

         10  actually a day younger than I am, and we both have a

         11  big birthday coming up, mine on May 2nd, and him on

         12  May 3rd, and you actually share your birthday with

         13  Jim Gennaro who is a year younger than us but he is

         14  actually also May 3rd but we are both a day apart in

         15  the same year, so I just found that interesting.

         16                 Having said that, I strongly support

         17  this nominee, and I know he will continue to serve

         18  as an outstanding member of the Taxi and Limousine

         19  Commission.

         20                 MR. SANDER:  Thank you so much.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  We will wish you

         22  happy birthday when the time comes.

         23                 I would like to call on Council

         24  Member Katz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Thank you,
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          2  Madam Chair.

          3                 I do not want to really beat a dead

          4  horse, I know that a lot of folks are recommending

          5  Lee Sander.  We knew each other also when I was in

          6  the Assembly, and he was the Commissioner but one of

          7  the things that might interest this committee is

          8  that one of the things that always impressed me on

          9  Commissioner Sander was his respect for local

         10  elected officials.

         11                 Through the years, not only as an

         12  Assemblywoman but also his relationship with the New

         13  York City Council at the time, was a strong one and

         14  I think that in today's world that we have, and the

         15  relationship that we have with the agencies, it is

         16  important to have folks on these committees that do

         17  have a hearty respect for the local elected

         18  officials, and the one thing that I always found

         19  with him was the responsiveness and openness, and

         20  respect for our institution.

         21                 So having said that, and he is a

         22  local Queens kid forever, so you know that that gets

         23  on my good side right away.  I also recommend his

         24  candidacy.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you,

          3  Council Member Katz, and we will now hear from

          4  Council Member Dickens.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS:  Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair.

          7                 Mr. Sanders, a very impressive

          8  background, and I want to thank you for your

          9  continued service to improving and shaping the

         10  transportation policy of our state and our city.

         11                 Two quick questions.  One is that the

         12  federal case arising out of the tail- seize

         13  operation refusal is coming up in a few days, and I

         14  realize that you probably will not have personal

         15  testimony, however, I do want it on the record that

         16  my community is sorely underserved by Medallion

         17  Cabs.  That is one, and racial profiling by the

         18  drivers are still in effect, although not to the

         19  same degree as it was some years ago.  It is still

         20  going on.  I still have difficulty having a

         21  Medallion taxi pick me up when I am Downtown and

         22  want to go to Harlem.  I serve Harlem and the Upper

         23  Westside, and that still is a very crucial problem

         24  with them servicing my community, and/or picking us

         25  up when we are located outside of our communities.

                                                            27

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  That is one.

          3                 The second part of the question is,

          4  ESTA, for which you currently serve as a co- chair

          5  plays a leading role in the shaping of

          6  transportation policy, and you also served on the

          7  New York State Advisory Panel on Transportation,

          8  responsible for updating New York State

          9  Transportation Master Plans, and developing future

         10  State Transportation Policy.  Has physically and

         11  visually challenged vehicles been made a part and

         12  included as part of ESTA's policy, and further, has

         13  the Panel so included the same?

         14                 MR. SANDER:  First on the first

         15  issue, I was involved with the Commission in terms

         16  of our response when, I think it was initiated when

         17  Denny Glover (phonetic) was not picked up and in

         18  general, the perception that I had from the cases

         19  that the staff then brought before us, in terms of

         20  refusals, the impression that I had had was that

         21  that had been a very effective response, did not

         22  expect it to be perfect but I certainly am concerned

         23  to hear that it may be a little bit more than not

         24  perfect, that there is still a significant issue out

         25  there, and so, as per the other responses that I
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          2  gave, I look forward to going back and discussing

          3  with Chairman Daus and the staff where are we in

          4  terms of ours programs that go after this.  And so,

          5  thank you for that.

          6                 In regard to the Master Plan issues,

          7  there are two separate exercises.  One with a 25/25

          8  panel, which was run by the State DOT.  We had this

          9  bipartisan panel that held hearings.  I am fairly

         10  certain that EPVA and others testified, but I will

         11  double check when we are done, whether they either

         12  testified personally or submitted testimony, and how

         13  that has been integrated into the State Master Plan,

         14  and I will also discuss that with Commissioner

         15  Weinshall who also is kind of a surrogate for the

         16  City in that process.

         17                 Personally, I have had a strong

         18  working relationship with that community,

         19  particularly when I was with New York City Transit,

         20  where we paid enormous attention, and from feedback

         21  we got from the awards from them, successfully in

         22  terms of training bus operators, and making sure

         23  that the equipment, that the lifts, the handicapped

         24  lifts worked on the buses.  So I have a very strong

         25  personal commitment.  I will double check that in
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          2  regard to the 25/25 Commission and the Master Plan.

          3                 As it relates to ESTA, quite frankly,

          4  ESTA is comprised of a number of organizations led

          5  by our Regional Plan Association, the Rudin Center,

          6  the Building Congress, a wide variety.  We are

          7  certainly open to the handicapped community, and I

          8  will discuss with my Co- Chair Bob Yarrow (phonetic)

          9  whether we have reached out to, the one organization

         10  I am familiar with is EPVA, if there are any others

         11  certainly they are- that community has worked with

         12  strap- hangers and others who are very much part of

         13  the mix, and I will double check to see whether in

         14  terms of their agenda, in Albany this year we have

         15  tended to be more focused in Albany, just because

         16  the nature of transportation funding and see whether

         17  there are any issues that coincide there.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS:  I appreciate

         19  that Mr. Sanders, because that is a major concern,

         20  and I know that the cost is prohibitive but there

         21  are other things that maybe we can work together

         22  from City Council's perspective, as well as working

         23  with you to see to it that we can have those types

         24  of vehicles included.

         25                 So, thank you so much.
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          2                 MR. SANDER:  My pleasure.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you,

          4  Council Member Dickens.

          5                 I would like to call upon Council

          6  Member Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Thank you

          8  Commissioner.

          9                 Certainly your stellar reputation

         10  comes before you, so I have every intention of

         11  voting to support your re confirmation.

         12                 But we rarely get the opportunity to

         13  impress upon a commissioner certain policy issues,

         14  so first I just want to commend again the work on

         15  hybrid taxis, and as well the access to the disabled

         16  for taxis, that frankly I think this Council has

         17  been a little slow to move on, and I know that

         18  Margarita Lopez is sitting in the back of the room

         19  applauding that comment.

         20                 But I do want to go to something the

         21  Council Member Comrie raised because while we may

         22  have some differences of opinion amongst us on the

         23  Council on the issue of dollar vans, I was a little

         24  surprised to read your written answer to that

         25  question, though a little reassured by your verbal
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          2  one.  My view of dollar vans may be different than

          3  some of my colleagues, which is that dollar vans are

          4  the privatization of public bus service, and

          5  frankly, I think that every dollar van is taking

          6  away a job from a transit worker, and every time

          7  someone goes into a dollar van, they are diminishing

          8  public transportation in the City.  That is my view,

          9  and I know that is not universally accepted.

         10                 However, in parts of my district the

         11  operation of vans is per se, illegal, because they

         12  are not on designated routes, and it is a constant

         13  bane, particularly in the area surrounding Kings

         14  Plaza.  It is a cost of doing business.  I cannot

         15  have every cop and every TLC inspector at Kings

         16  Plaza, on Avenue U, on a daily basis effecting this.

         17

         18                 So I just want to while we have your

         19  attention, let you know that it is one of the most

         20  heard about issues in my council district office,

         21  the operation of vans that are not supposed to be

         22  off their routes in and around my community.  What

         23  they do to the traffic congestion, what they do to

         24  the bus service, and most importantly what they do

         25  to the people on the side streets off of Avenue U on
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          2  a daily basis.  It is a big problem and I just hope

          3  that you come out of this room knowing that it is

          4  not just a problem in Councilman Comrie's district

          5  but it is a problem in Councilman's Fidler's

          6  district too.

          7                 MR. SANDER:  Thank you.

          8                 I find all of this guidance from you

          9  truly helpful. The subject of vans is something that

         10  I have discussed with Commissioner Weinshall, with

         11  Chairman Daus, with Chairman McKechnie before that.

         12  I think there are some opportunities- we know have a

         13  Metropolitan Planning Organization, NYMTC, that had

         14  not been very functional before, it is the

         15  organization that is supposed to kind of figure it

         16  all out between MTA, City DOT, State DOT, how we

         17  have a rational transportation system, the vans are

         18  an important part of that, how you deal with it from

         19  an illegal perspective as you were referring to, as

         20  well as illegal that Councilman Comrie was referring

         21  to.  I am aware that there has already been some

         22  dialog from that staff with TLC staff about looking

         23  at some of these issues, and that is what really

         24  needs to occur.

         25                 It is both from a planning
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          2  perspective, how does this all fit together in a way

          3  that does not hurt the MTA, and that service that

          4  that is supposed to provide, but recognizes that

          5  there is a complimentary niche for the vans, how do

          6  you deal with the regulatory component with that,

          7  and how to, in that context, we serve all the

          8  mobility needs of our residents.  And again, I am

          9  part- time Commissioner but this is an issue that I

         10  have a great deal of sensitivity to.  I have pushed

         11  a little bit before, I will continue to push.

         12                 I encourage you to do the same, and I

         13  think, perhaps, together we can make some progress.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Well

         15  Commissioner, I would just say this and I know

         16  Council Member Clarke is jumping out of her chair in

         17  opposition next to me but those of us who rail

         18  against the privatization of certain government

         19  functions in other areas seem oblivious to the fact

         20  that this is the privatization of bus service.

         21  These people are being given routes that are almost

         22  entirely consistent with bus routes.  They are

         23  competing with buses.

         24                 When I call the MTA and complain to

         25  them that why aren't there more buses on Avenue U,
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          2  they tell me because people are not riding them, we

          3  provide bus service consistent with ridership, and

          4  every time someone has to wait for a bus, they

          5  become more frustrated, and so they are more likely

          6  to take the dollar van, and that is one less person

          7  getting on the bus, that is one less bus the are

          8  going to assign, that is one more transit worker

          9  that gets fired, to me transportation is a

         10  government public function.  And so, I just- I hope

         11  the business model, which should be clear to our

         12  business Mayor, although apparently from my

         13  communications with him is not entirely- he really

         14  does not agree with.  I appreciate the

         15  entrepreneurial spirit of van drivers but I do not

         16  think that I would allow people just because they

         17  need a job, to teach, to pick up the garbage, this

         18  is a function that is best provided for the public

         19  by government, and that is my view, and I hope that

         20  you can give some consideration to that, as in all

         21  of your roles planning the global transportation

         22  world as you seem to be doing.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you,

         24  Council Member Fidler.

         25                 We will now hear from Council Member
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          2  Garodnick.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK:  Thank you,

          4  Madam Chair.

          5                 Mr. Sander, thank you for your

          6  presence here today. Thank you, of course, for your

          7  service to the City, and congratulations in advance

          8  on what I expect will be a confirmation from this

          9  Committee.

         10                 I did want to raise just one issue

         11  with you.  As you know, last year the Council passed

         12  a law requiring the Taxi and Limousine Commission to

         13  approve hybrid electric cars for use as taxis, and

         14  in your responses you noted that the percentage of

         15  those cars in the fleet are still relatively small

         16  and that you would be interested in finding ways to

         17  encourage the use of these vehicles and see how the

         18  market reacts.

         19                 I wanted to just raise with you a law

         20  which has been introduced in the City Council to

         21  provide incentives for the purpose of the use of

         22  hybrid electric taxis, such as giving them

         23  preference at taxi stands, either in designated

         24  areas in Manhattan or other boroughs.  Certainly as

         25  a possibility, and I wanted to get your reaction to
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          2  this, in doing it at the airports where you may have

          3  more space to do it, and also where there is a clear

          4  financial incentive for taxis to take those trips

          5  and, certainly, because of the distance, the

          6  environmental benefit is increased as a result.    So

          7  , I just wanted to get your reaction to those

          8  incentives and that particular piece of legislation.

          9                 MR. SANDER:  As I made reference to

         10  before, I did want to congratulate, and did

         11  congratulate, the Council for the work that you have

         12  done so far.

         13                 In this direction, I think the

         14  collaboration with the TLC has been a constructive

         15  one.  I am, from a policy perspective, in general in

         16  a thematic way, very supportive of trying to find

         17  incentives.  We had discussions about doing more

         18  when we had the hearing.  We held off because we

         19  want to see how the industry would respond.  I did

         20  see the piece in the Queens Insider today that also

         21  makes reference to negotiations going on between the

         22  Executive and the City Council, as well as other

         23  groups.

         24                 I certainly look forward- I hope we

         25  have a successful conclusion of those discussions so
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          2  we can do more to advance it.  I think it is

          3  extraordinarily important, and that is where I am.

          4  I am mindful of the fact that I am a Mayor

          5  appointee, and so, I need have obviously a

          6  sensitivity to Chairman Daus and Commissioner

          7  Weinshall in those discussions but I am encouraged,

          8  and I think we are of like mind, and I think we want

          9  to move forward.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK:  Thank you

         11  very much.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you,

         13  Council Member Garodnick.

         14                 We will now hear from our final

         15  colleague, Council Member Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Thank you,

         17  Madam Chair.

         18                 Council Member Fidler is messing with

         19  me up here, and I think you need to admonish him

         20  right away.

         21                 Let me just add my voice to those of

         22  my colleagues who have really expressed our support

         23  for you reappointment.

         24                 It is clear to me that your bring a

         25  very unique background and an abundance of
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          2  experience, levels of government that are very

          3  crucial as we look at the growth and development of

          4  our city, and in particular our transportation

          5  infrastructure.

          6                 I wanted to encourage you to continue

          7  with your assessment of all of the transportation

          8  modes we have in the City of New York, and how we

          9  can maximize on them.  There is no doubt that there

         10  is no end of concerns around the van industry.  It

         11  is a new industry, a relatively new industry.  It is

         12  in its growth and development stage.  I believe it

         13  can be shaped in a way in which it is complimentary

         14  to our mass transit system.  It does provide a

         15  valuable service to many New Yorkers who need that

         16  transportation alternative because they are not

         17  currently on mass transit lines.             Are

         18  there some problems out there?  Huge ones.  And it

         19  is my hope that in your analysis in working with the

         20  group of planners, that we can look at ways that

         21  regulations can be enforced, that development of the

         22  actual industry through the various owners can be

         23  put in place with the help of the TLC, and

         24  certainly, I would be willing to help convene those

         25  types of gatherings.  Because I do see that this has
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          2  enabled families who, heretofore, may not have had

          3  an opportunity to get their part of the American

          4  Dream, that piece.  I also see a large ridership out

          5  there that has become accustomed, and can appreciate

          6  that mode of transportation beyond the Yellow Cab,

          7  which is very hard to get in the outer boroughs,

          8  beyond a mass transit which does not run into their

          9  particular parts of the communities.

         10                 So I think that it is not

         11  necessarily, Commissioner, a either/or but how we

         12  can look at a comprehensive way of moving our people

         13  about the city, and I just wanted to commend you on

         14  having that openness and convening others to really

         15  take a look at our transportation infrastructure.

         16                 I believe, quite frankly, that that

         17  is an industry that is a growth industry that we

         18  have not totally maximized, and a lot of why we see

         19  some of the congestion in some of the areas that we

         20  are talking about is because people within the

         21  industry have not been given a full view of various

         22  ways in which they can continue beyond the routes

         23  that seem to be most lucrative to open up that

         24  industry to other areas around the City that

         25  currently have the same challenges around mass
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          2  transit.

          3                 So, I just wanted to add my voice and

          4  let you know that I am an advocate for the van

          5  industry, always will be.  I understand and

          6  recognize the challenges in my colleagues community

          7  but I believe that we can create a win/win solution

          8  to that that everyone can abide by and live with.

          9                 Thank you very much Commissioner, and

         10  much continued success to you.

         11                 MR. SANDER:  Thank you, Councilwoman.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you,

         13  Council Member Clarke.

         14                 We have drawn to the end but before

         15  we end our committee hearing, I just wanted to take

         16  an opportunity to welcome Sheepshead Bay High

         17  School, Track and Field Team, who is up in the

         18  balcony.

         19                 Welcome to your house, I see a few of

         20  you will probably be sitting in our shoes quite

         21  quickly but we want to just share with you what we

         22  are doing here.

         23                 This is the Rules, Privileges and

         24  Elections Committee.  I am Council Member Diana

         25  Reyna, the Chair of this committee, and these are my
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          2  colleagues from the five boroughs representing you,

          3  so we would like to encourage you much success, and

          4  see to it that there is leadership amongst our

          5  youth.              Congratulations on your visit to

          6  City Hall.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 I want to give an opportunity- I am

          9  sorry Mr. Sander, we are just trying to create some

         10  smooth transition here.            I do not know how

         11  things have been done in the past but I am going to

         12  take the liberty as Chair to just call our witness

         13  who is here representing the industry, Lloyd Taylor,

         14  to just submit and read testimony.  I am sure he

         15  cannot read the whole thing but if we just have him

         16  share with us, so that you can have the opportunity

         17  to hear him as well.

         18                 Mr. Taylor, please join us, have a

         19  seat.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Madam

         21  Chairwoman, while Mr. Taylor takes a seat, I just

         22  want to tell the students up there that I am the

         23  Councilman for Sheepshead Bay, and it is great to

         24  have you in the house.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you, Mr.
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          2  Fidler.

          3                 Mr. Taylor, please.

          4                 MR. TAYLOR:  Yes, good morning and

          5  thank you on your good Chair, Diana Reyna.

          6                 Thank you council members of the

          7  Ethics Committee. My name is Lloyd Taylor.  I am a

          8  consultant to the New York Livery Base Owners and

          9  Drivers Association, and I thought it useful to come

         10  here this morning to express a point of view on the

         11  advice and consent required for the recommendation

         12  of extended service for Mr. Sander as a Commissioner

         13  of the Taxi and Limousine Commission.

         14                 From an industry standpoint I think

         15  Mr. Sander there and council members there, at least

         16  three major questions that we have to focus on.

         17                 The issue here is not whether Mr.

         18  Sander is a good man or a bad man.  I think on the

         19  basis of his resume, he is highly qualified and

         20  highly recommended.

         21                 The critical issue really is what are

         22  the fundamental challenges that the private commuter

         23  industry faces? And I notice some council members,

         24  Comrie yourself, Mr. Fidler, alluded, and Council

         25  Member Clarke, alluded to various aspects of that.
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          2                 In my view, the biggest challenge we

          3  face really is to make regulation and public policy

          4  in the City of New York responsive to the business

          5  needs, I stress, the business needs of the private

          6  commuter industry.  That is the single most

          7  important feeling.

          8                 In the years between 1995 and now, at

          9  least 2002, when the records were available, we have

         10  had progressive decline. The number of operators in

         11  the`for hirer vehicle' segment of the industry, that

         12  has declined from 42,000 to 27,000 in 2002, and

         13  given the increase in insurance premiums, I am sure

         14  in 2006 the picture is much worse.  The number of

         15  livery bases has also declined from approximately

         16  864 in that year of 1995, to somewhere around 500 or

         17  600 now.  In the light of that decline, I think the

         18  big question really is to return the industry to

         19  profitability, to increase the possibilities for

         20  people to join the industry and make a living, and

         21  therefore, to make an impact on the problems of

         22  unemployment in New York City.

         23                 If it is true the Mr. Sander grew

         24  DMJM Harris to $90 million in revenue, and 350

         25  employees between 1996 and 2000, then it is a
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          2  reasonable estimate that he is eminently suited to

          3  be a member of the Taxi and Limousine Commission,

          4  but he can only make a difference if he and the TLC

          5  perceive that the side of the industry that needs to

          6  make millions and find and increase employment

          7  possibilities is not the TLC, but that would require

          8  a fundamental change --

          9                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Mr. Taylor, if

         10  you could sum up.

         11                 MR. TAYLOR:   Yes, in the short run,

         12  I make one challenge to Mr. Sanders' professional

         13  attention, and that is do what is required to start

         14  a discussion on what I identified as the main

         15  challenge, and to start by encouraging the

         16  operations administration in the City of New York.

         17  To start afresh, to republish the performance

         18  indicators of this industry so, at least, we can

         19  know the facts and we can have a basis for a

         20  meaningful discussion in the future.

         21                 I wish Mr. Sander a successful

         22  extended term, and to remind him; to whom much is

         23  given, much is expected.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you, Mr.
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          2  Taylor.

          3                 You are a well respected member of

          4  the industry, a leader and we value your testimony,

          5  and I expect and know that Mr. Sander will give this

          6  testimony considerable deliberation to making sure

          7  that the issues you have identified are ones that he

          8  will adopt, and see to it that discussions

          9  concerning regulations and policy will certainly be

         10  on the top of his list of priorities.

         11                 Mr. Sander, congratulations.  We are

         12  now at the end of this hearing.  We will vote and I

         13  want to just appreciate your time here.  I apologize

         14  for the confusion earlier.  It will not happen

         15  again, and we expect that the next six years you

         16  will leave your footprints in the City of New York

         17  when it comes to transportation, as well as the

         18  demographics of changing and real leadership in the

         19  City of New York when it comes to the TLC industry.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 MR. SANDER:  Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Roll call.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member Reyna.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  I vote aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Dilan.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  I vote aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Madam

          9  Chairwoman, may I be briefly excused to explain my

         10  vote?

         11                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Not being

         13  able to control myself, I know I tend to beat the

         14  dead horse but I just have to say, one other thing

         15  that I left out on this issue, and that is dollar

         16  vans operate along Flatbush Avenue every day,

         17  whereas I believe there is bus service from one end

         18  of the borough to the other, and the dozens and

         19  dozens and dozens of dollar vans that are traveling

         20  along Flatbush Avenue, competing with buses could be

         21  replaced by one or two, and those students that were

         22  upstairs a minute ago have to breath that air that

         23  all those vans are- all the exhaust that is kicking

         24  out, and one of the reasons we have mass transit in

         25  this city is to try and keep the air quality a
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          2  little bit better, and so I hope that is not lost on

          3  us as well, and I believe Mr. Sander is very well

          4  qualified, even though we may have a difference of

          5  opinion, as to the value of the of the industry, and

          6  so, I vote aye.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you, Mr.

          8  Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  I vote aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK:  McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Dickens.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS:  Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Garodnick.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK:  Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of 13 in

         22  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

         23  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         24                 Council members, please sign the

         25  committee report.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Thank you, Billy.

          4                 I just wanted to thank Crystal and

          5  Charles for their thorough investigative services

          6  provided to this committee, and Edward O'Malley for

          7  his service as counsel to this committee. Thank you.

          8                 We are going to keep the record open,

          9  two members have to vote on the record, and come

         10  back.

         11                 Meeting is adjourned.

         12                 (Meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, EMILY GRAVES, do hereby certify

         10  that the foregoing is a true and accurate transcript

         11  of the within proceeding.

         12                 I further certify that I am not

         13  related to any of the parties to this action by

         14  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         15  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         16                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         17  set my hand this 1st day of March 2006.

         18
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         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          EMILY GRAVES
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          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, EMILY GRAVES, do hereby certify the

         10  aforesaid to be a true and accurate copy of the

         11  transcription of the audio tapes of this hearing.
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         22                 -----------------------
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