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INTRODUCTION

On May 13, 2026, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Relations, chaired by Deputy Speaker Dr. Nantasha Williams, will hold an oversight hearing on Commemorating Juneteenth and Honoring Burial Sites of Formerly Enslaved African Americans. Additionally, the Committee will hear the following legislation: 
· Introduction Number (Int. No.) 220-2026, sponsored by Council Members Kamillah Hanks and Rita Joseph, in relation to the identification of formerly enslaved African American burial sites;
· Resolution Number (Res. No.) 82-2026, sponsored by Council Member Amanda Farías, celebrating the Feast of San Gennaro and the Ferragosto Festival annually in September to honor the contributions of Italian immigrants and Italian Americans to the cultural, political, and economic fabric of the City of New York; 
· Res. No. 424-2026, sponsored by Council Member Kevin Riley, declaring January 5 as Kappa Alpha Psi Day in the City of New York to recognize the fraternity’s long-standing tradition of fostering brotherhood, academic achievement, leadership development, and community service; 
· Res. No. 440-2026, sponsored by Council Member Farías, declaring April 28 as Willie Colón Day in the City of New York to honor the multi-talented trombone player, bandleader, composer, and producer, who was a New York City pioneer of Latin music and a beloved salsa legend; and
· Res. No. 450-2026, sponsored by Deputy Speaker Williams, declaring May 10 as Maria Antonia Cay Day in the City of New York to honor her enduring role in supporting and celebrating the Puerto Rican community and in preserving and uplifting its rich cultural heritage and traditions.

Witnesses invited to testify include representatives from the New York City (NYC) Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA), NYC’s three public library systems, advocacy group members, community members, and other interested stakeholders. 

BACKGROUND
Juneteenth Commemorations by NYC Arts and Cultural Organizations
Started in the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic as daily and then several-times-a-week Zoom calls, Culture@3 is “a space for the leaders of New York City’s nonprofit cultural institutions to connect and share resources and support.”[footnoteRef:2] In February 2023, the Anti Racism Working Group of Culture@3 first made a request for all arts and cultural organizations on the Zoom call to put on a Juneteenth event and followed up the request with a form for organizations to complete, entitled “Juneteenth, a cultural engagement—NYC’s Arts & Cultural Organizations Celebrate Juneteenth 2023.”[footnoteRef:3]  [2:  Email communication from Lucy Sexton, New Yorkers for Arts and Culture, to Culture@3 members and New York City government representatives (February 14, 2023).]  [3:  Id.] 

At that time, the following explanation was provided on the Louis Armstrong House Museum website, and it is still there as information about events commemorating Juneteenth every year is posted, including upcoming events for 2026:
On June 19, 1865, enslaved African Americans in Texas learned that they were free—two and a half years after the issuing of the Emancipation Proclamation. Juneteenth, also known as Freedom Day, has been celebrated in the African American community for more than 150 years. Juneteenth is a day to reflect on the past and look to the future, with action today.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Louis  Armstrong House Museum website at https://www.louisarmstronghouse.org/juneteenth-celebration-2025/ (last visited May 4, 2026).] 


One important example from the 2023 commemoration was a joint venture of the Van Cortlandt Park Alliance (VCPA) and the Bronx Arts Ensemble (BAE).[footnoteRef:5] The event was emceed by Culture@3 participant Judith Insell, violist and Executive Director of BAE, and offered performances from renowned drummer Baba Don Babatunde and others.[footnoteRef:6] The event also spotlighted the Baobab Tree of Life, an installation created by Ghanese artist Tijay Mohammed and fabricated by Beam Center, which consisted of an 18-foot tree of colorful wood, metal, and mosaic and was designed “to promote dialogue between the past and the present.”[footnoteRef:7] From April 2023 to April 2024, the tree was located close to the Enslaved African Burial Ground, which was consecrated on Juneteenth 2021 by VCPA and NYC Parks. According to Stephanie Ehrlich, Executive Director of VCPA, the VCPA-BAE “collaboration speaks to the importance of combining the arts, culture, and nature to feed the souls of city folk who desperately need it.”[footnoteRef:8] This year, the VCPA-BAE collaboration is expecting 1,000 attendees to mark its sixth annual Juneteenth event, which will be a four-hour festival with multiple events at multiple locations.[footnoteRef:9] [5:  Email communication from Stephanie Ehrlich, Executive Director, Van Cortlandt Park Alliance, to New York City Council staff (May 30, 2023).]  [6:  Id.]  [7:  Id.]  [8:  Id.]  [9:  Email communication from Judith Insell, Bronx Arts Ensemble, to New York City Council staff (May 4, 2026).] 


NYC Burial Sites of Formerly Enslaved African Americans
The African Burial Ground National Monument, located at 290 Broadway in lower Manhattan, is operated by the National Park Service and includes both a visitor center with historic exhibitions and an outdoor memorial.[footnoteRef:10] The story of the African Burial Ground National Monument began in 1991 when construction on a new building was just starting at the lower Manhattan location; preliminary excavation revealed the “Negroes Buriel Ground,” a six-acre site with more than 15,000 intact skeletal remains of both enslaved and free Africans from the mid-1630s to 1795.[footnoteRef:11] It is currently the “earliest and largest African burial ground rediscovered in the United States” (U.S.).[footnoteRef:12] [10:  African Burial Ground National Monument website at https://www.nps.gov/afbg/faqs.htm (last visited May 4, 2026).]  [11:  African Burial Ground National Monument website at https://www.nps.gov/afbg/learn/historyculture/index.htm (last visited May 4, 2026).]  [12:  Id.] 

In addition to the African Burial Ground National Monument, recognized in 1993 as a National Historic Landmark,[footnoteRef:13] burial sites of formerly enslaved African Americans have been found throughout NYC, including these: [13:  Id.] 

· Originally known as the Public Burial Ground, The Olde Towne of Flushing Burial Ground holds the remains of approximately 1,000 individuals, most of whom were African Americans or Native Americans.[footnoteRef:14] Established as a burial ground in 1840, more than half of the individuals buried here were under the age of five, and studies indicate that the site holds both individual and mass graves.[footnoteRef:15] When a playground was constructed at the site in the 1930s, the burial grounds were destroyed, and the bodies were not relocated. In the 1990s, activist Mandingo Osceola Tshaka led advocacy efforts to have the site included on the State and National Registers of Historic Places, which eventually led to the site’s recognition as a memorial space in 2006.[footnoteRef:16] More recently, the Queens Public Library (QPL) worked in partnership with The City University of New York’s Queens College graduate Public History classes in the Graduate School of Library and Information Studies, taught by Dr. Johnathan Thayer, in which students researched the history of the site, conducted interviews, and created multimedia presentations.[footnoteRef:17] The memorial at the burial site displays the names of 399 individuals interred there, most of whom were identified in the student research done by the Queens College students.[footnoteRef:18] The students provided oral histories, documentary videos, photographs, genealogical information, and more to Queens Memory, which is a community archiving program supported by QPL and Queens College.[footnoteRef:19] The work at the site led to an exhibit, entitled Monuments to an Effigy, at the Queens Museum.[footnoteRef:20]  [14:  NYC Department of Parks & Recreation website at https://www.nycgovparks.org/parks/the-olde-towne-of-flushing-burial-ground (last visited May 4, 2206).]  [15:  NYC Department of Parks & Recreation website at https://www.nycgovparks.org/parks/the-olde-towne-of-flushing-burial-ground/history (last visited May 4, 2206).]  [16:  Id.]  [17:  Queens Memory website at https://www.queensmemory.org/olde-towne-of-flushing-burial-ground/ (last visited May 5, 2206).]  [18:  Id.]  [19:  Id.]  [20:  Id.] 

· The Flatbush African Burial Ground, on the site of the “Negro Burying Ground,” is located at 2286 Church Avenue in Brooklyn.[footnoteRef:21] The burial site is believed to have been in use from the 1700s until the abolition of slavery in NYC in 1827.[footnoteRef:22]The Flatbush African Burial Ground Coalition is “in the process of contacting Lenape people who have ties to this land to begin the process of repair” and restoration, given that this site is on the “unceded territory of the Lenape people, specifically the Canarsee.”[footnoteRef:23] In 2021, the Flatbush African Burial Ground Coalition stopped the construction by the City of a housing development on the site by activating the community through walking tours and teach-ins.[footnoteRef:24] [21:  Flatbush African Burial Ground Coalition website at https://www.flatbushafricanburialground.org/ (last visited May 4, 2206).]  [22:  Id.]  [23:  Flatbush African Burial Ground Coalition website at https://www.flatbushafricanburialground.org/africanburialgroundpast (last visited May 4, 2206).]  [24:  Flatbush African Burial Ground Coalition website at https://www.flatbushafricanburialground.org/present (last visited May 4, 2206).] 

· On the north shore of Staten Island, located near the intersection of Forest Avenue (formerly Cherry Lane) and Livermore Avenue, the site of the Cherry Lane Cemetery dates back to 1850 when it was acquired by the Second Asbury African Methodist Episcopal Church.[footnoteRef:25] The church that was built there fell into disrepair by the 1880s, but the cemetery remained.[footnoteRef:26] The site changed hands several times, eventually becoming a gas station and now a shopping plaza, beneath which are likely the remains of formerly enslaved and free African Americans, including members of Staten Island’s most prominent Black families.[footnoteRef:27] In May 2023, the street running alongside the shopping plaza was co-named Benjamin Prine Way—the first co-naming for a formerly enslaved person from NYC—in honor of the well-known and admired Staten Islander who was buried here in 1900 at an estimated age between 99 and 106.[footnoteRef:28] [25:  New York City Cemetery Project website at https://nycemetery.wordpress.com/2021/12/11/cherry-lane-african-church-cemetery/ (last visited May 4, 2206).]  [26:  Id.]  [27:  Id.]  [28:  Heather Quinlan, “Staten Island Graveyard,” PBS ] 

· Scheduled to be completed in 2028, the Brooklyn Public Library’s New Lots Library has been designed to “honor the site’s history as a formerly-unacknowledged African Burial Ground…and celebrate African-American culture.”[footnoteRef:29] Planned with the input of the East New York community in which it is located, the new 25,000-square-foot library will offer public space on four levels, including an Adult Learning Center, a large community meeting room, a music room, and more.[footnoteRef:30] A unique design element for the library is the creation of the palaver—that is, “the space of collective gathering,” which is present in many African communities.[footnoteRef:31] As described by the Brooklyn Public Library, “[t]he palaver will be visible throughout the branch’s reading and collection rooms” and will be “formed using branch-like radial beams, providing the warmth and character to encourage everything from learning to reconciliation.”[footnoteRef:32] [29:  “New Lots Library Renovation,” Brooklyn Public Library website at https://www.bklynlibrary.org/locations/new-lots/reconstruct (last visited May 4, 2206).]  [30:  Id.]  [31:  Id.]  [32:  Id.] 


LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Int. No. 220-2026 would require DCLA to maintain a list of all known burial sites of formerly enslaved African Americans citywide. This bill would also require DCLA to develop and implement a plan to locate any currently unmarked burial sites for formerly enslaved African Americans citywide, in consultation with other agencies, organizations, and experts. This bill would also require DCLA to notify elected officials when a burial site has been located in their district. Finally, this bill would require DCLA to develop an educational campaign to inform NYC residents about the burial sites and develop and maintain an interactive map of the burial sites on the DCLA website.

CONCLUSION
The Committee is interested in the status of the burial sites that have been found so far in the five boroughs, in how the Council can support efforts to preserve them, and in the likelihood that more burial sites are still to be located. The Committee is also interested in receiving feedback on the included legislation.



	Int. No. 220

By Council Members Hanks, Joseph, Narcisse, Ossé, Brooks-Powers, Williams, Restler, Stevens, Louis, Farías, Hanif, Krishnan, De La Rosa, Banks, Wong, Marte, Nurse, Hankerson, Salaam, Ung and Cabán

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the identification of formerly enslaved African American burial sites

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 67 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 2511 to read as follows:
§ 2511. Formerly enslaved African American burial site list. a. No later than 6 months after the effective date of the local law that added this section, the commissioner shall create and maintain a list of known formerly enslaved African American burial sites citywide. The list shall be posted on the department’s website and updated as frequently as practicable.
b. The commissioner, in consultation with the commissioners of citywide administrative services and parks and recreation, the chair of the landmarks preservation commission, and relevant organizations and experts, shall develop and implement a plan to survey and identify unmarked formerly enslaved African American burial sites.
c. Upon identification of a burial site pursuant to subdivision b of this section, the commissioner shall ensure that a historical marker is placed at or adjacent to the burial site.
d. Upon identification of a burial site pursuant to subdivision b of this section, the commissioner shall provide notice to the community board, borough president, and council member representing the geographic area where the burial site was identified.
e. The commissioner shall develop and implement an education campaign to inform residents about the formerly enslaved African American burial sites identified pursuant to this section.
f. The commissioner shall maintain an interactive map on the department’s website that includes regularly updated information related to the location of each formerly enslaved African American burial site identified pursuant to this section. Such map shall be searchable by address and borough.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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	Res. No. 82

Resolution celebrating the Feast of San Gennaro and the Ferragosto Festival annually in September to honor the contributions of Italian immigrants and Italian Americans to the cultural, political, and economic fabric of the City of New York

By Council Members Farías, Carr, Feliz, Louis, Lee and Morano

Whereas, Saint Gennaro, the Bishop of Benevento in Italy, died in the year 305 after being tortured and beheaded at the hands of those who enforced the persecution of Christians that was ordered by Roman Emperor Diocletian; and
Whereas, The story of Saint Gennaro says that a Neapolitan woman put some of the blood from his severed head into a vial for safekeeping and that this blood re-liquefies each September 19 on the anniversary of his brutal death; and
Whereas, Saint Gennaro’s body is preserved in Naples, where he is the city’s patron saint and where the Neapolitans pray to him in times of emergency, such as for protection from deadly natural disasters; and
Whereas, When Italian immigrants came to Manhattan’s Lower East Side at the turn of the 20th century, many who came from Naples made their home on Mulberry Street; and
Whereas, In 1926 for the first time in America, Italian immigrants and Italian Americans in that neighborhood honored their Neapolitan traditions by holding a one-day block party in remembrance of their patron saint; and
Whereas, The Feast of San Gennaro has continued each year ever since, growing into an 11-day celebration covering 11 blocks of Manhattan’s Little Italy neighborhood and attracting visitors from across New York City (NYC) and beyond; and
Whereas, The Feast of San Gennaro, which marks a time of joyful gathering in the crowded streets, amidst strings of lights and delicious foods sold in booths and neighborhood restaurants, also serves as a way to raise funds for schools and charities that benefit the children of the NYC Archdiocese; and
Whereas, In 2025, the Feast of San Gennaro will be held from September 11 through September 21; and
Whereas, Earlier in September each year on the Sunday after Labor Day, the Bronx’s Little Italy, with the support of the Belmont Business Improvement District, hosts the Ferragosto Festival on Arthur Avenue near East 187th Street to celebrate Italian culture, offering live entertainment and the Italian food that Arthur Avenue is famous for among all New Yorkers; and
Whereas, The Ferragosto Festival was first brought to the Bronx over 25 years ago by local small business owners, many of whom still ran family businesses that started more than a century ago; and
Whereas, The history of Ferragosto dates back to the Roman Emperor Octavian Augustus in 18 BCE, when he established feriae Augusti (“the holidays of Augustus”) to give agricultural workers a day off after months of harvesting; and
Whereas, Feriae Augusti was born from an earlier festival dedicated to Conso, the Roman god of earth and fertility, which had marked the end of agricultural work for the season; and
Whereas, Originally celebrated on the first day of the month named for Emperor Augustus, the holiday was eventually moved by the Catholic Church to August 15 to coincide with the day that honors the Assumption of Mary into heaven and was recognized as a Holy Day of Obligation by the Western Church as early as the 7th century; and 
Whereas, Today in Italy, Ferragosto is celebrated as an August break when many shops close and many Italians head off to the beach or mountainside for recreation and relaxation; and
Whereas, In 2025, the Ferragosto Festival in the Bronx’s Little Italy will be held on Sunday, September 7; and
Whereas, NYC is home to just over 500,000 individuals who identify as Italian, according to 2020 data compiled by NYC Planning’s Population FactFinder; and
Whereas, Residents of Italian ancestry are the largest European ethnic group in NYC, and NYC has the third-largest population of residents of Italian ancestry among cities outside of Italy; and  
Whereas, Since NYC’s earliest days, but especially since the 1880s, Italian immigrants and Italian Americans have contributed significantly to the landscape of NYC, including churches, language, the arts, sports, restaurants, bakeries, and more; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York celebrates the Feast of San Gennaro and the Ferragosto Festival annually in September to honor the contributions of Italian immigrants and Italian Americans to the cultural, political, and economic fabric of the City of New York.
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Res. No. 424

Resolution declaring January 5 as Kappa Alpha Psi Day in the City of New York to recognize the fraternity’s long-standing tradition of fostering brotherhood, academic achievement, leadership development, and community service

By Council Members Riley, Farías, Hankerson, Thomas-Henry, Williams and Narcisse
Whereas, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated (“Kappa”) is a nonprofit Black Greek-Letter Organization (BGLO) of college-educated men dedicated to their motto of “Achievement in Every Field of Human Endeavor,” to the development of the current and next generation of leaders, and to the uplifting of communities; and
Whereas, The fraternity is the second oldest existing BGLO of men and the first to be incorporated as a national body; and
Whereas, It currently has more than 250,000 members in more than 700 undergraduate and alumni chapters in the U.S. and 13 other countries around the world; and
Whereas, The fraternity was established in predominantly white Bloomington, Indiana, the home of Indiana University (IU), a tuition-free well-regarded public university; and
Whereas, In the 1910-1911 academic year, the very few Black students who attended IU and who were mostly working their way through college were not permitted to live in the dormitories, were barred from most university facilities, and were allowed to participate in athletics only in track and field; and
Whereas, Led by Elder Watson Diggs and Byron Kenneth Armstrong, two students who had attended Howard University and had met members of a BGLO there, a total of 10 Black students got together to found a fraternity that would help make up for the gaps in their social and cultural lives at IU, including John Milton Lee, who also contributed substantially to the early days of the organization; and 
Whereas, Known first as Alpha Omega and then as Kappa Alpha Nu, when it was officially founded on January 5, 1911, the fraternity eventually became Kappa Alpha Psi on April 15, 1915; and
Whereas, The fraternity became a member of the National Pan-Hellenic Council, which was founded in 1930 as the coordinating body of BGLOs of college-educated women and men committed to “community awareness and action through educational, economic, and cultural service activities,” whose four sorority and five fraternity members are now known affectionately as the “Divine Nine”; and 
Whereas, Kappa men now volunteer in a variety of programs aimed at improving the lives of Black men and at raising the aspirations of communities across the U.S. and in other countries, including Learn 2 Live, which seeks to empower youth through helping them understand their Constitutional rights and giving them the tools they need to navigate encounters with law enforcement officials; Kappa League, which provides educational, social, and vocational guidance to male students in sixth through twelfth grade; Room to Read, which trains undergraduate volunteers to read aloud South African children’s literature and do activities with students in under-resourced elementary schools; Are You Ok?, which seeks to address mental health issues among Black men; and more; and
Whereas, Kappa men have made significant contributions in the fields of sports and entertainment, including Wilt Chamberlin, Oscar Robertson, Bill Russell, Arthur Ashe, Gayle Sayers, Colin Kaepernick, Donald Byrd, John Singleton, and Cedric the Entertainer; and
Whereas, Kappa men have made significant contributions in the civil rights movement, in law, and in federal, state, and local government service, including Ralph Abernathy and Benjamin Jealous and as members of the U.S. House of Representatives and the New York City Council; and
Whereas, In collaboration with other community groups, Kappa’s New York Alumni Chapter gave away 300 turkeys for Thanksgiving 2025 to Harlem families to underscore its continuing commitment to the Harlem community and to pay tribute to Kappa member Percy Sutton, the iconic civil rights activist, lawyer, and former Manhattan Borough President; and 
Whereas, The designation of a day is fitting to honor the wide range of volunteer work of Kappa men and their impact on New York City communities; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York declares January 5 as Kappa Alpha Psi Day in the City of New York to recognize the fraternity’s long-standing tradition of fostering brotherhood, academic achievement, leadership development, and community service.
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Res. No. 440
[bookmark: _Hlk207287342]
Resolution declaring April 28 as Willie Colón Day in the City of New York to honor the multi-talented trombone player, bandleader, composer, and producer, who was a New York City pioneer of Latin music and a beloved salsa legend

By Council Members Farías, Aldebol, Cabán, J. Sanchez, Avilés, Encarnación, Hudson and Louis
Whereas, William Anthony Colón Román was born in the South Bronx on April 28, 1950, and raised by his Puerto Rican grandmother, who encouraged his interest in music; and
Whereas, Known professionally as Willie Colón, he started playing trumpet at the age of 12, but switched to the trombone two years later and began working professionally while still a teenager; and
Whereas, At 16, he began following his mentor and collaborator bandleader-composer-trombonist Mon Rivera to nightclubs, where Colón was often invited up to play with the band; and
Whereas, Colón described the new salsa sound he helped create, which was influenced by R&B, jazz, and Caribbean dance music, as “rebellious music” forged in the days of civil rights unrest and as music that “wasn’t explicitly political…but was a magnet that would bring people together,” according to an interview in The Miami Herald; and
Whereas, Colón’s first album, El Malo, recorded for Johnny Pacheco’s Fania label in 1967 at the age of 17, featured Puerto Rican vocalist Héctor Lavoe and began their prolific collaboration of two decades; and
Whereas, For decades that followed the album, Colón enjoyed performing in the “bad boy” persona that emerged from El Malo; and
Whereas, Colón’s 1978 album Siembra, part of a long and productive partnership with Panamanian singer and songwriter Rubén Blades, became one of the best-selling salsa albums of all time and produced the masterpiece seven-minute single “Pedro Navaja,” described by Rolling Stone magazine as “an existential tale of Latino gangsters, out of luck prostitutes, and carefree drunkards—with references to Kafka and Kurt Weill, and a sardonic chorus: la vida tiene sorpresas (life is full of surprises)”; and
Whereas, Colón went on to record more albums with Blades, including Canciones del Solar de los Aburridos (1981), which produced hit singles like “Tiburon,” “Ligia Elena,” and “Te Estan Buscando”; and
Whereas, Colón also played with Latin music superstars Celia Cruz, the Cuban-born queen of salsa, and musician-bandleader-songwriter-Tito Puente, among others; and
Whereas, Colón was nominated for 10 GRAMMY Awards across two decades for best Latin recording and best tropical Latin performance for 10 different albums, including Canciones del Solar de los Aburridos, Corazon Guerrero, Criollo, Especial No. 5, Altos Secretos, Color Americano, Hecho en Puerto Rico, and Tras la Tormenta; and
Whereas, Colón received The Latin Recording Academy’s lifetime achievement award in 2004 and was inducted into the Latin Songwriters Hall of Fame in 2019; and 
Whereas, In 2015, Billboard magazine named Colón one of the 30 most influential Latin artists of all time, noting that he was “instrumental in creating the sound that became known as salsa,” that he “did much to cultivate the streetwise urban Latino image adopted by artists today,” and that “his album El Malo is a classic testimony to the Nuyorican sound and style of the ’70s”; and
Whereas, When Rolling Stone magazine named the 50 greatest salsa albums of all time, Colón had produced or performed on six of them, including the number one selection, Siembra, and Asalto Navideño, the best-ever Christmas Latin music record, which produced the hit single “La Murga”; and
Whereas, During his long career, Colón made more than 40 albums, including nine that went gold and five that went platinum; and
Whereas, According to Rolling Stone magazine, singles that “serve as an introduction to [Colón’s] genius,” stretch from 1969’s “Che Che Colé,” an adaptation of a children’s song from Ghana; to 1981’s “Oh Qué Será,” the beginning of the salsa romántica sound; to 1993’s “Idilio,” a “late-career smash,” which “boasts fiery trombone moñas and Willie’s vocals in rare form”; and
Whereas, Long interested in politics, Colón ran unsuccessfully in a 1994 Democratic primary for a Bronx-Westchester County seat in the United States House of Representatives and later worked for New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg as a liaison to the Latin Media and Entertainment Commission; and
Whereas, Colón died on February 21, 2026, at the age of 75 and was remembered by his family, friends, and fans at a public funeral mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral on March 9, 2026; and
Whereas, In a Facebook post announcing Colón’s death, his manager Pietro Carlos wrote that Colón’s “trombone was the voice of the people”; and
Whereas, Colón took his ever-evolving brand of salsa from the South Bronx to worldwide acclaim; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York declares April 28 as Willie Colón Day in the City of New York to honor the multi-talented trombone player, bandleader, composer, and producer, who was a New York City pioneer of Latin music and a beloved salsa legend.

LS #22224
4/27/26
RHP



Res. No. 450

Resolution declaring June 28 as Maria Antonia Cay Day in the City of New York to honor her enduring role in supporting and celebrating the Puerto Rican community and in preserving and uplifting its rich cultural heritage and traditions

By Council Members Williams, Gutiérrez, Encarnación, Cabán, Farías, Avilés, J. Sanchez and Louis

Whereas, Maria Antonia Cay, known affectionately to many New Yorkers as Toñita, was born on May 10, 1940, in Juncos, Puerto Rico, and moved to New York City (NYC) with her family in 1956; and
Whereas, After several years on the Lower East Side of Manhattan, Cay moved to Williamsburg, Brooklyn, where she worked as a factory seamstress while designing, making, and selling dresses through her own home-based business; and
Whereas, Eventually, Cay was able to buy the building where she lived and still lives and, in 1973, and to incorporate a Caribbean baseball team and her now-famous Caribbean Social Club, popularly known as Toñita’s; and
Whereas, For decades, Toñita’s brought together local baseball players, their families, and other local residents weekly to enjoy music, home-cooked food, dominoes, pool, and intergenerational conversations in a comfortable spot filled with family photographs, baseball posters, framed newspaper clippings, and flowered tablecloths; and
Whereas, In the face of gentrification, higher rents, and licensing hurdles, Cay successfully fought to keep Toñita’s open, serving as a social and cultural center for local Latino residents in the Los Sures neighborhood of the South Side of Williamsburg at its longstanding 244 Grand Street address; and 
Whereas, Easily identified by her curly blonde hair and elaborate bejeweled rings, which she makes herself, Cay describes Toñita’s as “not like going to a restaurant…not like going to a bar…[but] like going to visit family”; and
Whereas, In recent years, GRAMMY-winning Puerto Rican performer Bad Bunny has spotlighted Toñita’s and its much-loved owner on numerous occasions, including on a visit for the launch of his fourth album, Un Verano Sin Ti, in 2022 and in his reference to “un shot de cañita en casa de Toñita” in his song “NUEVAYoL,” his tribute to the Nuyorican diaspora from his sixth album in 2025, Debí Tirar Más Fotos; and
Whereas, During the 2026 Super Bowl halftime show, headliner Bad Bunny showcased a long list of guest stars and cameos, including Lady Gaga, Ricky Martin, Cardi B, Karol G, and Cay herself, who served him a shot just as in the lyrics from “NUEVAYoL,” on a set that recreated Toñita’s; and
Whereas, It is fitting to commemorate Cay’s longtime commitment to operating Toñita’s, one of the last social clubs of its kind, for the good of her community and beyond; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York declares June 28 as Maria Antonia Cay Day in the City of New York to honor her enduring role in supporting and celebrating the Puerto Rican community and in preserving and uplifting its rich cultural heritage and traditions.
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