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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Good morning.

          3  Good morning. My name is Leroy Comrie, I chair the

          4  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections. Today

          5  we're going to have two candidates for our review.

          6                 They're going to be, they're seeking

          7  appointment to the Hazardous Waste Substance

          8  Advisory Board. We have with us at the moment Mr.

          9  Philip Weinberg. He's a resident of Queens. He's a

         10  direct appointment by the City Council to the

         11  Hazardous Substance Advisory Board, serving the

         12  balance of a three-year term which will expire on

         13  August 9th, 2006.

         14                 We also should be joined by Joel

         15  Shufro, a resident of Brooklyn. Also a direct

         16  appointment by the City Council to the Board, who

         17  will also serve the balance of a three-year term,

         18  expiring on August 9th, 2006.

         19                 Just to remind the Council members,

         20  the Hazardous Substance Advisory Board was created

         21  by Local Law 26 of '98, as amended by Local Law 24

         22  of 1989. It has nine members, it's chaired by the

         23  Commissioner for the Department of Environmental

         24  Protection.

         25                 The other members are appointed as
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          2  follows: Four by the Mayor and four by the City

          3  Council. Terms are for three years, and members must

          4  have a working knowledge of emergency response

          5  procedures for managing hazardous material.

          6                 The Board must meet at least four

          7  times per year to share this information and to

          8  review recommendations for management of hazardous

          9  materials.

         10                 The Board specifically reviews plans

         11  for responding extremely hazardous substances under

         12  the Emergency Planning and the Community's Right To

         13  Know Law.

         14                 I'd like to introduce the members of

         15  the Committee that are present.

         16                 We have Minority Leader James Oddo;

         17  Chair of the Youth Committee, Lew Fidler; Chair of

         18  Housing and Buildings, Madeline Provenzano; Chair of

         19  Land Use, Melinda Katz.

         20                 I want to thank Mr. Goldstein and Mr.

         21  Davis and his staff, and my Counsel, Ed O'Malley,

         22  for putting the work together to review the

         23  candidates.

         24                 We're going to have some students

         25  join us in a minute, so in case anybody was thinking
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          2  about falling asleep...

          3                 Mr. Weinberg, if you could raise your

          4  right hand and be sworn in by our Counsel, Ed

          5  O'Malley.

          6                 MR. WEINBERG: Sure.

          7                 MR. O'MALLEY: Do you solemnly swear

          8  and affirm the testimony you're about to give the

          9  Committee is the truth, the whole truth?

         10                 MR. WEINBERG: I do.

         11                 MR. O'MALLEY: Please state your name

         12  for the record.

         13                 MR. WEINBERG: Philip Weinberg.

         14                 MR. O'MALLEY: Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.

         16                 Mr. Weinberg, do you have an opening

         17  statement or any comments that you'd like to make?

         18                 MR. WEINBERG: (Not using microphone.)

         19  Briefly, sir.

         20                 I've actually been on the Hazardous

         21  Substance Advisory Board longer than three years,

         22  it's been since about 1990. I am a Professor of Law

         23  at St. John's University School of Law and I'm very

         24  much familiar with the City right-to-know law.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you. I'm
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          2  going to give the members a chance to view the

          3  documents.

          4                 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: Please speak into

          5  the mic.

          6                 MR. WEINBERG: Okay.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: It's a lot louder

          8  when you bring it close to you.

          9                 How long have you been teaching at

         10  St. John's?

         11                 MR. WEINBERG: Since 1978.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: And your focus at

         13  St. John's is what exactly?

         14                 MR. WEINBERG: Environmental law. But

         15  I also teach constitutional law. But the part that's

         16  relevant to my work on the Hazardous Substance

         17  Advisory Board, of course, is the environmental

         18  side.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Is that a

         20  graduate program at St. John's?

         21                 MR. WEINBERG: It's part of the law

         22  school. It's environmental law, and there are some

         23  other courses that are electives at the law school.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Right, the law

         25  school. You teach at the law school, not --
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          2                 MR. WEINBERG: Right, I teach at the

          3  law school.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Not the

          5  University.

          6                 MR. WEINBERG: Yes, well, it's part of

          7  the University. Right.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay.

          9                 MR. WEINBERG: We take some of the

         10  credit for Council Member Katz.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: With that news,

         12  I'm ready to vote no now.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: May I?

         14                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Yes, I'm sorry.

         15                 Council Member Katz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I know Professor

         17  Weinberg. Just wait. It all comes around.

         18                 I know Professor Weinberg also

         19  teaches environmental law, which is an elective. I

         20  elected not to take it.

         21                 However, he was my constitutional law

         22  professor, and I know that he is a dedicated servant

         23  to the law, and to the Committee, so I welcome him

         24  here in these Chambers.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: And I actually
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          2  ended up being a law professor at Queens College.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Council member,

          4  can you tell me the different standards of scrutiny

          5  and when rational basis --

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I will get back

          7  to you on that.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: When it's strict

          9  scrutiny and whether it's a fundamental right

         10  involved?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Which of those

         12  issues were yours?

         13                 MR. WEINBERG: You're right on the

         14  money.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Mr. Chair, thank

         16  you very much.

         17                 MR. WEINBERG: I'm very proud of

         18  Council Member Katz being among the unfortunately

         19  many.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Mr. Chair, I

         21  think you need to take control of this meeting.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: I was listening

         23  to Council Member Gallagher, who is starting and

         24  hosting some young students from PS 12 in Woodside.

         25  I want to welcome the students this morning, and I
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          2  hope you have a nice visit to City Hall.

          3                 What grade is this?

          4                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Fifth.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Fifth grade,

          6  great. Okay.

          7                 Oh, and Council Member Gioia. He does

          8  it to me every time, he slides right in when I look

          9  the other way.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I came through

         11  the window, Mr. Chair.

         12                 Would you mind?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I just wanted

         14  to welcome you, boys and girls. My name is Eric

         15  Gioia, and it is my pleasure to represent all the

         16  boys and girls and all the parents who live in

         17  Woodside, Sunnyside, Maspeth and Long Island City.

         18                 And, so, I went to PS 11 in Woodside,

         19  not PS 12, but as you know that's not too far away.

         20  I'm very happy you're all down here and I hope that

         21  one day one of you will take my place up here, okay?

         22  How does that sound? Anyone interested in that?

         23                 We have a few young ladies over

         24  there. I think there's a future City Councilperson

         25  in this room. There could be a future President of
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          2  the United States in this room, maybe one of the

          3  first women presidents ever. So, thank you very much

          4  for coming down to City Hall today, and I'm looking

          5  forward to seeing each of you at your school

          6  graduation this year.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you,

          9  Council Member Gioia.

         10                 And I hope that you will think about

         11  public service as part of your careers. And we are

         12  here actually talking to Mr. Weinberg, who is

         13  seeking to be reappointed to the Hazardous Substance

         14  Advisory Board, which is actually a very important

         15  board that deals with the handling and how the City

         16  handles and deals with the emergency response

         17  procedures to deal with hazardous material.

         18                 Any questions for Mr. Weinberg,

         19  before I ask a couple?

         20                 I know that you've been a great

         21  influence on Council Member Katz, and you've been

         22  part of the Board for awhile; does the Board get to

         23  set policy and procedure regarding how hazardous

         24  waste is handled?

         25                 MR. WEINBERG: Well, we don't set the
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          2  policy, but we monitor the policies that are set by

          3  DEP, the Fire Department, Sanitation, the other

          4  agencies and meet quarterly and we just try to make

          5  suggestions and improve coordination between those

          6  agencies.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: So, the agencies

          8  are then required to follow your suggestions or

          9  recommendations?

         10                 MR. WEINBERG: Would that that were

         11  true. No, they're not required to, but they're

         12  certainly very receptive. I'm very impressed with

         13  the caliber of the people at DEP that we work with,

         14  Moustafa Fouzi, who leads the unit that's in charge

         15  of enforcing the right-to-know laws and his staff.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Do you get to

         17  come out with a report or recommendations?

         18                 MR. WEINBERG: There's an annual

         19  report. It's really prepared by the DEP staff of the

         20  right-to-know law.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Right.

         22                 Actually, an introduction that I have

         23  is dealing with the right-to-know law, really in

         24  relation to establishing a computerized database

         25  which would be developed by the Commissioner to
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          2  contain information relating to the storage and

          3  handling of hazardous substances and emergency

          4  responses to the release of hazardous substances by

          5  any agency or responsible person.

          6                 This would, just in brief, allow the

          7  Fire Department or Emergency Services to have a

          8  database of where these locations are so that they

          9  could have prior knowledge before their arrival on

         10  the scene so that they could be properly outfitted,

         11  if necessary, before they get to a location. You

         12  know, I would hope that this would be helpful to

         13  those agencies we've been trying to get this

         14  introduced, and maybe I'll pass this along to you

         15  and the other members of the Board, so that you

         16  could discuss it as part of general policy.

         17                 But we felt that it's important that

         18  the safety providers, when they are responding to

         19  different scenes, should have a pre-knowledge of

         20  what's there, at least a base knowledge that this

         21  could be a hazardous site, so that they don't have

         22  to get to the location and then call in a

         23  specialized unit, which may require even more time,

         24  crucial time, wasted before they could resolve a

         25  problem.
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          2                 So, hopefully, we can get the City to

          3  adopt this legislation to deal with this database.

          4  There were some false security concerns, this

          5  database could be given to the wrong party, but in

          6  this day and age with everything being public

          7  information, and the better ways of securing

          8  information, I thought this was a paltry reason to

          9  put up to block something that would be helpful to

         10  the emergency providers.

         11                 MR. WEINBERG: Yes, I completely agree

         12  with that.

         13                 Actually, the Department is working

         14  on a computerized database. They could describe

         15  better than I could exactly how far along they are

         16  in that. But certainly the legislation would be

         17  welcome.

         18                 Well, I'm glad to hear that we

         19  prompted them to start working on the database,

         20  because we've introduced this over two years ago and

         21  I'm glad to hear that. So, I'll ask, and I'll

         22  encourage my Chair of the Environmental Protection

         23  Committee, to hurry up and get this passed, so we

         24  can make them do that within a timely manner.

         25                 Are there any other questions for Mr.
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          2  Weinberg from the members?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I know we're

          4  having a good time with this today, but I actually

          5  do have a question that was brought up by staff, and

          6  I don't see the second candidate here. Is the second

          7  candidate here?

          8                 MR. WEINBERG: Joel Shufro was

          9  supposed to be here.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: He's on his way.

         11                 MR. WEINBERG: He must be delayed.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: The issue came

         13  up to, in today's day and time there has to be a

         14  balancing between the sites that the hazardous waste

         15  are stored, and also notifying the community,

         16  obviously, but also balancing between that and being

         17  protective of the fact of terrorist threats, and

         18  making sure that we are safely, safe and sound and

         19  protected, which is hazardous waste really in our

         20  neighborhood. I'm wondering if that issue has come

         21  up at the Board?

         22                 MR. WEINBERG: Every time.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: And what's the

         24  results?

         25                 MR. WEINBERG: What you said is
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          2  exactly right, it's very difficult to arrive at that

          3  balance. It's easy to err on the side of security

          4  and deny the public its right-to-know, which is what

          5  the legislation is all about.

          6                 You could also go to the other

          7  extreme and endanger security. So, I think everybody

          8  on the Board, the DEP people, the other agencies and

          9  Joel and myself, are very cognizant of that and

         10  we're trying to achieve that balance.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: What happens

         12  now? So, let's just say are there new sites?

         13                 I don't know the answers to these

         14  questions. I apologize if I should. But are there

         15  new sites that come up?

         16                 And when they are new sites, what

         17  happens? If we can't notify the community, what is

         18  the standards by which the Committee runs vis-a-vis

         19  the neighborhood?

         20                 MR. WEINBERG: Well, it's DEP that

         21  makes that decision.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Do they notify

         23  the community?

         24                 MR. WEINBERG: If the community asks,

         25  then under the right-to-know legislation, the
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          2  community is entitled to get certain information,

          3  but that's really something within the discretion of

          4  DEP.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: How would you

          6  know to ask?

          7                 MR. WEINBERG: And I know that I,

          8  myself, have been critical of DEP for in some cases,

          9  at least, denying or withholding that information,

         10  when I think the community had a right to know.

         11                 But, again, it's a very delicate

         12  balance to achieve.

         13                 Every place new or old that's storing

         14  hazardous substances is supposed to be on the

         15  database. There are fines if they don't register,

         16  there are inspections. I'm sure like everything in

         17  life it's not perfect, but I think DEP is doing a

         18  good job of that.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Mr. Chair, I

         20  think that that's something I would like to ask DEP

         21  about.

         22                 I mean, what happens? Someone makes

         23  an application to open up a new hazardous waste

         24  site. If there is an issue, as far as terrorist

         25  threats, how do we balance that? And what does DEP
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          2  do as far as automatic outreach into our

          3  communities?

          4                 I'd like to know the answer to that.

          5  And maybe this is not the correct witness to answer

          6  those questions. This is one that deserves

          7  attention.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: I agree with you.

          9  What is the proper way in this day and age to notify

         10  communities.

         11                 Are you made aware of when the site

         12  -- oh, I saw the Speaker come in. I know he wanted

         13  to vote and go, but I guess he went out already.

         14                 Are you aware of what the present

         15  process is for establishing and identifying a site?

         16  Does a site that is dealing with hazard waste have

         17  to register with DEP?

         18                 MR. WEINBERG: Yes, they do. They're

         19  supposed to register with DEP. And as I was just

         20  saying to Council Member Katz, there were fines, if

         21  one doesn't do that, and DEP has three or four

         22  inspectors who are supposed to apprise the agency of

         23  new sites.

         24                 So, I think that part of the system,

         25  from my vantage, works pretty well.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay.

          3                 But if a site was operating

          4  illegally, it would take intervention from somebody

          5  before DEP is notified.

          6                 MR. WEINBERG: Right. Exactly right.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay. All right.

          8                 And when your Committee meets, you

          9  just go over how to follow through on this process

         10  over the course of their quarterly meetings?

         11                 I mean, can you just describe what

         12  happens at your meetings, in particular?

         13                 MR. WEINBERG: Yes, the meetings are

         14  usually first a report from the people at DEP about

         15  how the program is progressing, and questions around

         16  the table from the representatives of the other

         17  agencies, mainly Fire and Sanitation and the citizen

         18  members, then there's a lot of follow-through. Very

         19  often we'll write a letter, e-mail, phone, to try to

         20  find out whether or not something is being followed

         21  through as it should be from one of those meetings.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Right.

         23                 The Speaker of the Council is here. I

         24  know he has a busy day, so I will allow him to vote

         25  on this issue at this point.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker, Council

          3  Member Miller.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all very

          7  much.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We're still

          9  waiting. We need, what, three more members so we can

         10  have a quorum to vote?

         11                 Stu, have you heard from the other

         12  candidate? Or he's on his way? All right.

         13                 In the meantime, Mr. Shufro has been

         14  on the Board as long as you have, right?

         15                 MR. WEINBERG: Yes.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: And you would

         17  recommend his reappointment, in your opinion?

         18                 MR. WEINBERG: Absolutely.  He's a

         19  very valuable member of the Board.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay.

         21                 And just a question. There was a

         22  question on attendance, and the attendance at the

         23  different Board meetings, and we would hope that the

         24  attendance issue wouldn't be a problem.

         25                 MR. WEINBERG: I think I've attended
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          2  nearly every meeting since I've been on the Board.

          3  There were a couple I missed when I was teaching and

          4  it was unavoidable. The people of DEP and I are

          5  talking about trying to arrange the meetings so they

          6  won't conflict with my teaching schedule.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Right.

          8                 And do they actually bounce that off

          9  of you? They give you an opportunity to have

         10  alternate dates before they pick a date or does the

         11  Board pick the date?

         12                 MS. WEINBERG: Yes, the DEP staff

         13  circulates a list of dates each year, and, so, we're

         14  going to try to arrange that so that it won't

         15  conflict with my teaching schedule, and no doubt

         16  other people's schedules on the Board.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay. Eight

         18  members, four by the City, four by the Mayor.

         19                 Well, we could vote if we could get a

         20  couple more members. Is there anybody in State and

         21  Federal? They're done, okay.

         22                 Mr. Weinberg, we won't keep you here.

         23  You know, we're just going to have some more members

         24  vote.

         25                 MR. WEINBERG: Sure.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We want to thank

          3  you for continuing to serve.

          4                 Do you have the full confidence of

          5  Council Member Melinda Katz, so even though I was

          6  having some levity, you know, that means a lot to

          7  all of us at the Council.

          8                 So, I think we'll be voting on this

          9  as soon as we have a quorum, and I don't expect

         10  there will be any objections to your continuing to

         11  serve on the Board.

         12                 Is there anything else that you

         13  wanted to share with us?

         14                 MR. WEISBERG: No. Thank you very

         15  much. It's been an honor to serve on the Board, and

         16  I'd like to continue to do so.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: And just to the

         18  Mayor's representative that's here, since this is a

         19  reappointment, I hope that the paperwork is done as

         20  expeditiously as possible, since he has a positive

         21  track record, so that he doesn't have to wait, or

         22  have any lag in his ability to serve on the Board.

         23  So, I would just ask you to pass that along to

         24  whoever the head of the unit is at the particular

         25  time.
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          2                 Okay, we're just waiting on Council

          3  Member Katz to come back and then we can vote.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Professor, since

          5  we have you here, seriously, since we're trying to

          6  recall our law school days, I can't remember, the

          7  strict scrutiny, you have to prove a compelling

          8  state interest and it's triggered with there's a

          9  fundamental right. The lowest standard is, what is

         10  it called?

         11                 MR. WEINBERG: Rational basis.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Rational basis.

         13                 MR. WEINBERG: As you said before.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Isn't there

         15  another component to that? I'm trying to remember

         16  the acronym that we taught ourselves.

         17                 MR. WEINBERG: Well, there's also

         18  middle tier scrutiny.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Middle tier.

         20                 MR. WEINBERG: Gender discrimination,

         21  for example, that gets middle tier. It's in between

         22  rational basis, and strict, you might be thinking of

         23  that.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay, we have a

         25  quorum that we can vote this through now.
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          2                 MR. WEINBERG: I try to be an equal

          3  opportunity professor.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: I understand. We

          5  appreciate you coming down, Mr. Weinberg.

          6                 We're prepared to vote.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

         20  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         21  abstentions, both items are adopted. Council

         22  Members, please sign the Committee reports.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.

         24                 And, again, just to remind the

         25  Committee members, these are our appointments to the
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          2  Board, the people that were recommended by borough

          3  delegations, and actually both reappointments, so...

          4                 I'm sorry, I didn't make clear, we've

          5  voting for both candidates. Mr. Shufro has an

          6  excellent record. He's also been recommended for

          7  reappointment by the Board. He probably just got

          8  stuck in traffic, so unless a member has an

          9  objection to a Brooklyn person being reappointed

         10  then -- we'll hold the vote open for the other

         11  members that are not here. There are other Committee

         12  meetings, there's a Chancellor's briefing and a lot

         13  of things going on today.

         14                 I want to thank the members that are

         15  here. I'll call the meeting closed, but we'll hold

         16  the vote open.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 MR. WEINBERG: Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Please return

         20  your confidential books to the staff. Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Quinn.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote is eight in

         24  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         25  abstentions.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We're going to

          3  reconvene. I'm Councilman Leroy Comrie, Chair of the

          4  Rules, Privileges and Elections Committee. I don't

          5  know if you saw Mr. Weinberg in the hall, but we

          6  just really wanted to hear from you today on tape

          7  that you desire to be reappointed to the Hazardous

          8  Substance Advisory Board.

          9                 MR. SHUFRO: Yes, I do.

         10                 And I just really want to apologize

         11  to you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Don't apologize.

         13  Don't apologize. Don't worry about it. I mean, we

         14  appreciate you desiring to continue to serve and on

         15  a major Board, and we appreciate your commitment to

         16  the City, and don't worry about being late. We

         17  already voted for you, based on your record and the

         18  recommendation also from Mr. Weinberg.

         19                 So, sorry that you had to rush, but

         20  we've already taken the vote of the Committee. Today

         21  is a Stated day so we have members all over the

         22  place; AIDS Advocacy Day, and we have a lot of

         23  meetings going on. There's a meeting with the

         24  Chancellor. We wanted to give you the opportunity to

         25  make a statement if you wanted to.
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          2                 MR. SHUFRO: Well, I took the

          3  responsibility of serving on this Committee

          4  extremely seriously. I think the responsibility,

          5  this Board plays an important role in trying to

          6  oversee the Administration of what is a law, a law

          7  which has dramatic impact on the public health of

          8  the City, and I appreciate the Council's

          9  appointment. I've served on the Board since the law

         10  was enacted. I think there's been significant

         11  improvement. I think there needs to be more

         12  improvement, as I've indicated in some of the

         13  written comments that I've made to the Committee,

         14  and I'm willing to try and work and see those

         15  improvements made.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you. Thank

         17  you for your commitment and your desire to protect

         18  our City, actually, by serving on this Board.

         19                 I do have some legislation, just for

         20  your information, asking the City to further the

         21  computerized database together regarding the storage

         22  and handling of these substances, primarily to

         23  release to, only to emergency services that have to

         24  respond so that they can have early notification, so

         25  that they can bring the proper equipment to respond,
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          2  because sometimes those minutes that it would take

          3  for an investigative unit to find out if they would

          4  have that database in hand, so that when the 121

          5  Main Street popped up, they could go with the proper

          6  equipment that could save lives.

          7                 So, I understand from Mr. Weinberg

          8  that he's gotten the feedback that DEP is starting

          9  to develop that database, in lieu of an initial

         10  meeting that our Committee has had, and I hope that

         11  we can encourage them to complete that database. I

         12  think it's critical for first responders to have

         13  information.

         14                 I don't think that -- I mean, I

         15  understand that there is a concern about terrorism

         16  access to information, but, you know, I think that

         17  it's even more critical that first responders have

         18  as much information as possible about a hazardous

         19  substance, that they might have to fight or contain,

         20  and I think that's paramount in what we have to do

         21  to protect our City also, to protect the people that

         22  work in our City.

         23                 MR. SHUFRO: We agree with that. I

         24  agree with that whole-heartedly.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Yes. Thank you
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          2  for coming down and hopefully it doesn't rain on us

          3  today.

          4                 Enjoy your day.

          5                 MR. SHUFRO: Thank you so much.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Meeting is

          7  adjourned.  We're still holding the roll open for

          8  other members that will be running in.

          9                 Thank you all very much.

         10                 (Hearing concluded at 11:30 a.m.)

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            30

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 5th day of May 2004.
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         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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