NOTICE OF NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Lead Agency: New York City Council.

CEQR No. _________________

Date:  May 29, 2002

NAME, DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF ACTION: A proposed local law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York in relation to newsracks  (Proposed Int. No. 14-A).  

The City Council has introduced a proposed local law, Proposed Int. No. 14-A, which would amend subchapter one of chapter one of Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York to establish discrete criteria for the placement and installation of newsracks and would also establish standards for their repair and maintenance. This proposed local law, which would have citywide application, would not require a permit or approval for the placement or installation of newsracks, but would require that they be kept graffiti-free, in good repair and not used as trash receptacles. 

Proposed Int. No. 14-A provides that no newsrack may be placed, installed or maintained: (a) within fifteen feet of any fire hydrant; (b) in any driveway or within close proximity of any driveway; (c) in any curb cut designed to facilitate street access by disabled persons or within two feet of any such curb cut; (d) within close proximity of the entrance or exit of any railway station or subway station; (e) within any bus stop; (f) within a crosswalk area; (g) within a corner area; (h) on any surface where such installation or maintenance will cause damage to or will interfere with the use of any pipes, vault areas, telephone or electrical cables or other similar locations; (i) on any cellar door, grating, utility maintenance cover or other similar locations; (j) on, in or over any part of the roadway of any public street; (k) unless eight feet of sidewalk width is preserved for unobstructed pedestrian passage; (l) in any park or on any sidewalk immediately contiguous to a park where such sidewalk is an integral part of the park design, such as the sidewalks surrounding Central Park or Prospect Park; (m) on any area of lawn, flowers, shrubs, trees or other landscaping or in such a manner that use of the newsrack would cause damage to such landscaping; or (n) where such placement, installation or maintenance endangers the safety of persons or property. 

Proposed Int. No. 14-A also imposes insurance requirements on the owners and operators of newsracks in the event of injury to persons or property, provides for the repair of damage to City property and provides for an enforcement scheme that ensures due process in the event that a notice of violation is issued to the owner or operator. Where, after conclusion of an adjudicatory proceeding the issuance of the violation is upheld and there is a failure to correct, in emergency circumstances, or where the newsrack is deemed to be abandoned in accordance with criteria set forth in the bill, a newsrack may be removed. Provision is made for the return of the newsrack and its contents to the owner or operator. 

In certain circumstances, the Department of Transportation would be authorized to take administrative actions but any limitation on the placement, installation or maintenance of a newsrack must be as minimally restrictive as possible to ensure the safe flow of pedestrian traffic. 

Effective Date 

The local law shall take effect 180 days after its enactment into law, except that the Commissioner of Transportation shall take any administrative actions necessary for the implementation of the local law, prior to the effective date.

NEGATIVE DECLARATION

STATEMENT OF NO SIGNIFICANT EFFECT

Pursuant to Executive Order 91, as amended, and the Rules of Procedure for City Environmental Quality Review, the New York City Council, as sole lead agency, has completed its review of the Environmental Assessment Statement and its four attachments, which are incorporated by reference herein, and have determined that the proposed action will have no significant adverse effects on the quality of the environment.

SUPPORTING STATEMENTS

The above determination is based on an environmental assessment that finds no significant adverse effect on the environment that would require an environmental impact statement is foreseeable.







Thomas McMahon

Date
General Counsel, City Council
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