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PRECONSIDERED RES. NO. 585:
By Council Members Rivera and Weprin.

TITLE: 



Resolution endorsing the Speaker’s decision to file, on behalf of the Council, an amicus brief in support of Suffolk County in the litigation between the Retail Industry Leaders Association ("RILA") and Suffolk County for the purpose of supporting the City’s Health Care Security Act (Local Law number 89 for the year 2005 and Local Law 1 for the year 2006). 


Today the Finance Committee will consider a Preconsidered Resolution endorsing the Speaker’s decision to file an amicus brief in support of Suffolk County in litigation between the Retail Industry Leaders Association and Suffolk County.  The decision on the legal issues in the Suffolk County litigation is likely to inform any future court’s interpretation of the issues involved in the City’s Health Care Security Act (HCSA) adopted by the Council in 2005.

BACKGROUND


In 2005 the Council adopted Local Law 89 for 2005 (subsequently amended by Local Law 1 for 2006) known as the Health Care Security Act (HCSA).  HCSA requires certain grocery employers to make health care expenditures on behalf of their employees. Such employers would have a variety of options to utilize in making such expenditures, including contributing to employee health savings accounts and community health clinics. The HCSA was enacted to require that grocery employers provide financial assistance for their employees’ health care costs, marking the first step in an effort toward reducing the number of working New Yorkers who do not receive health care coverage. The HCSA requires certain employers in the grocery industry to make required health care expenditures on behalf of their employees each fiscal year from July 1 through June 31, beginning on July 1 of 2006. Such expenditures are based on the prevailing rate in the grocery industry, an industry in which a majority of employers already contribute to their employees’ health care costs. 

In 2006 Suffolk County passed similar legislation, known as The Fair Share for Health Care Act.  Subsequent to the passage of the Suffolk County legislation, RILA sued in Federal Court for the Eastern District of New York to have the Suffolk County law declared invalid.  Because certain important legal issues involved in the Suffolk County litigation are similar to those at issue in the Health Care Security Act, the decision on these issues in the Suffolk County litigation likely will inform any future court’s interpretation of HCSA.

PRECONSIDERED RES. NO.  


The Preconsidered Resolution endorses the Speaker’s decision to file, on behalf of the Council, an amicus brief in support of Suffolk County in the litigation between the RILA and Suffolk County for the purpose of supporting the City’s Health Care Security Act.
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