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TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to distributing information on public health insurance options at day care centers.
CHARTER:
Adds a new Section 1069.1.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Section 17-183 by relettering the existing text as subdivision a and adding a new subdivision b.

INTRODUCTION

On January 30, 2008, the Committee on Health, chaired by Council Member Joel Rivera, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 293-A, a local law that would require the distribution of pamphlets on public health insurance options at day care centers. The Committee originally heard testimony on this bill at a joint hearing with the Committee on Governmental Operations on November 19, 2007.

BACKGROUND

There are 1.2 million uninsured City residents, comprising approximately 17 percent of the City’s population.
 Adults make up a disproportionate number of the uninsured,
 but Children’s Defense Fund-New York estimates that 8.6 percent of the children in New York State, or 415,000, lacked health insurance in 2005.
 Roughly half of these children are from New York City.
 Notably, the number of uninsured children in New York State increased by 17 percent between 2004 and 2005.
 This increase coincided with a decrease in enrollment in some of New York’s public health insurance programs.
 Nearly 5,300 fewer children were enrolled in Child Health Plus at the end of 2005 than were enrolled at the start of that year.
 

Approximately 70 percent of the uninsured children in New York State are eligible for some type of public insurance coverage.
 New York State’s uninsured children are primarily school-aged and more than eight out of 10 are citizens of the United States.
 Moreover, contrary to popular belief, the overwhelming majority of uninsured children live in working families.

The high number of uninsured individuals in New York City is a significant burden on the City’s health care infrastructure. For example, in 2005, the Health and Hospitals Corporation treated 435,000 uninsured individuals at a cost of $1.2 billion.
 A study conducted by Families USA in 2006 determined that, nationally, uninsured children are three times more likely than insured children to have not seen a physician within the past year.
 The study also revealed that uninsured children are 13 times more likely to lack a regular source of primary care.

Pamphlets on Health Insurance Options
Local Law 1 of 2002 required the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) to develop and publish a pamphlet in multiple languages with information about the availability of public health insurance programs.
 The pamphlet must contain short descriptions of all of the public health insurance programs available in New York City and contact information for the programs.
 The pamphlet on public health insurance options must be distributed by DOHMH to any member of the public upon request.
 City agencies are required to distribute the pamphlet in a variety of ways. The Department of Education must provide it to those who appear in person to register a child for school and the Taxi and Limousine Commission must provide it to those who are applying for or renewing their driver’s or vehicle license.
 The Administration for Children’s Services, the City Clerk, the Commission on Human Rights, the Department for the Aging, the Department of Correction, the Department of Employment, the Department of Homeless Services, the Department of Housing Preservation and Development, the Department of Juvenile Justice, the Department of Probation, the Department of Social Services/Human Resources Administration, the Department of Youth and Community Development, the Office to Combat Domestic Violence and the Office of Immigrant Affairs
 must all provide the pamphlet to anyone who requests, including over the internet, an application for services, renewal or recertification of services or a change of address.
 Certain agency contractors are also required to hand out the pamphlet.

Local Law 1 indicated that the purpose of requiring the publication and distribution of the pamphlet on public health insurance options was to “ensure that all New Yorkers eligible to receive public health insurance coverage do in fact receive such coverage” in order to “ensure the health and well-being of New Yorkers, as well as… advance a more efficient and appropriate use of resources[.]”
 The pamphlets were intended to “help inform uninsured New Yorkers that they may be eligible for public health insurance and… facilitate their access to such coverage.”
 

PROPOSED INT. NO. 293-A

Section 1 of Proposed Int. No. 293-A would add a new Section 1069.1 to the New York City Charter that would require day care centers to distribute the pamphlet on public health insurance program options provided to them by DOHMH to individuals who appear in person to register a child for day care. Day care centers would also have to make such pamphlets available to parents and/or guardians on the premises throughout the year. For the purposes of new Section 1069.1, day care center would mean any child day care facility in the City that is required to be licensed or registered with DOHMH pursuant to Section 47.05 of the City Health Code and/or the New York State State Department of Social Services pursuant to Section 390 of the New York State Social Services Law.

Section 2 of Proposed Int. No. 293-A would amend Section 17-183 of the Administrative Code by lettering the existing text as Subdivision a. It also would add a new Subdivision b that would require DOHMH to ensure that pamphlets on public health insurance options are provided in sufficient quantity to allow day care centers to comply with Section 1069.1 of the New York City Charter. For the purposes of Section 1069.1, day care center would mean any child day care facility in the City that is required to be licensed or registered with DOHMH pursuant to Section 47.05 of the City Health Code and/or the New York State Department of Social Services pursuant to Section 390 of the New York State Social Services Law.

Section 3 of Proposed Int. No. 293-A would contain a severability clause.

Section 4 of Proposed Int. No. 293-A would make the local law effective on July 1, 2008.

TECHNICAL CORRECTION

A technical correction to Proposed Int. No. 293-A has been made. This correction lettered the existing text of Section 17-183 of the Administrative Code as Subdivision A of that section.
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