








February 27, 2001

TO:

Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections

FROM:
Harvey N. Fertig, Counsel to Committee
RE:

Appointment to the Landmarks Preservation Commission
Pursuant to the authority of Section 31 of the New York City Charter, the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections will consider this date five nominees of the Mayor for reappointment to the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission.

The Committee has the powers and duties as prescribed by law with respect to the establishment and regulation of landmarks, portions of landmarks, landmark sites, interior landmarks, scenic landmarks and historic districts.

The law states that the Commission shall consist of eleven members.  The membership shall include at least three architects, one historian qualified in the field, one city planner or landscape architect, and one realtor. The membership shall include at least one resident of each of the boroughs and the members are appointed by the Mayor for three year terms.

Prior to appointing an architect, historian or city planner or landscape architect, the Mayor may consult with the fine arts federation of New York or similar organizations.

The members of the Commission other than the chair serve without compensation but are reimbursed for expenses.  The Mayor designates a chair and a vice-chair from the members and the Commission hires an executive director and such other employees as may be required.

Chapter 74 of the Charter sets forth the procedure to be followed. Notice of any proposed landmarks designation has to be sent to the City Planning Commission, all affected community boards and the affected Borough President.

Within 10 days of making a designation, the Commission has to file a copy of the designation with the City Planning Commission and the City Council.  Within 60 days after the filing, the City Planning Commission has to hold a hearing and submit a report to the City Council with their recommendations.  The City Council may modify or disapprove by majority vote any designation of the Landmarks Preservation Commission within 120 days after a copy is filed with the Council provided the City Planning Commission has submitted the report required or 60 days have elapsed since the filing with the Council.

A Council vote shall be filed with the Mayor who shall then have 5 days to disapprove.  If the Mayor disapproves the Council may override within 10 days by a two-third vote

The law also provided for the establishment of an independent panel to be created by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the Council to review determinations of the Commission denying applications for certificates of appropriateness based on the ground of hardship, to demolish, alter or reconstruct. This shall only apply to tax exempt properties.

The nominees appearing before the Committee today are:

