          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS,

          8  LIBRARIES And INTERNATIONAL

             INTERGROUP RELATIONS

          9

             -------------------------------x

         10

         11                 June 7, 2007

                            Start:  1:10 p.m.

         12                 Recess: 1:30 p.m.

         13                 City Hall

                            Committee Room

         14                 New York, New York

         15

                  B E F O R E:

         16

                         DOMENIC RECCHIA

         17                                Chairperson,

         18

                         COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Leroy Comrie

         19                                 David Weprin

                                            Vincent Gentile

         20                                 Daniel Garodnick

                                            Inez Dickens

         21                                 James Vacca

                                            Thomas White

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25              New York, New York 10004

                              (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S

          3

             James Driscoll

          4  President

             Queens Historical Society

          5

             Laura Washington

          6  Vice President for Communications

             New York Historical Society

          7

             Kathleen Benson

          8  Museum of City of New York

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            3

          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Good afternoon.

          3  We're during the budget times, things are moving

          4  really quick, so a lot of my colleagues are down in

          5  budget negotiations, we have delegations, but we

          6  didn't want to cancel this today because it's an

          7  important hearing and we have some things we have to

          8  vote on. But I'd like to welcome you to today's

          9  hearing. This afternoon we'll be considering two

         10  resolutions, Resolution No. 825, and Resolution No.

         11  898, in discussing the availability of historical

         12  resources to the public in New York City.

         13                 Without a doubt, New York is one of

         14  the most historic cities in the United States. With

         15  the history stretching back almost 400 years, New

         16  York has played an extraordinarily important role in

         17  the political, social and economic development of

         18  the United States.

         19                 The number of historic events, many

         20  of which nationally significant, that have occurred

         21  in the City is staggering. From its early phase as a

         22  fair flung outpost of the Dutch empire, to its often

         23  unprecedented role in the American Revolution and

         24  continuing through its astonishing emergence as the

         25  commercial capital of the United States, New York
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          2  has been central to American history.

          3                 Sadly, far too little New Yorkers

          4  appreciate the City's tremendous contributions to

          5  American history. Even fewer seem to appreciate the

          6  importance of our past to understanding our present.

          7  Fortunately, New York City is blessed with a number

          8  of high quality historical organizations, some of

          9  which are here today. It is our duty as public

         10  officials to assist these organizations in educating

         11  the public about New York's glorious past.

         12                 Today we'll be voting on a pair of

         13  resolutions that we hope will assist efforts to

         14  highlight New York City's history. Reso No. 825,

         15  introduced by Council Member Sears, will commemorate

         16  the 350th anniversary of Flushing Remonstrance and a

         17  ground-breaking document that provided the first

         18  grant of true religious freedom in the new world,

         19  and is often considered to be the intellectual

         20  grandfather of the First Amendment.

         21                 We will also adopt Reso 898, which

         22  will declare November to be New York City History

         23  Month. We never had that before in New York's

         24  history. This is something that the Council is

         25  introducing, and we're going to try to form some
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          2  events around New York City and we will be

          3  contacting all the institutions in the not too far

          4  future, and having some events for the month of

          5  November, because it means a lot to us.

          6                 It's my hope that by working with the

          7  City's Historic Preservation organizations, we can

          8  appropriately commemorate these events and bring the

          9  glorious history of New York City to a new

         10  generation.

         11                 At this time I would like to read in

         12  a statement by Helen Sears.

         13                 "Good afternoon. Thank you, Chair

         14  Recchia, and the members of the Committee on

         15  Cultural Affairs, Libraries, and International

         16  Intergroup Relations, for holding a hearing today on

         17  proposed Resolution 825, a resolution commemorating

         18  the 350th anniversary of the Flushing Remonstrance.

         19                 The Flushing Remonstrance was signed

         20  on December 27th, 1657 by 31 Queens residents, in

         21  opposition to the Governor of the New Netherlands,

         22  Peter Stuyvesant's rule banning Quakers from

         23  practicing their religion. Four of the signers were

         24  later imprisoned by Stuyvesant, an English settler,

         25  John Bone was banished to Holland for allowing
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          2  Quakers to meet in his home. The Flushing

          3  Remonstrance is a critical piece of Queens history

          4  and is seen as the first document to officially

          5  declare the separation of church and state in the

          6  history of our nation.

          7                 Seen as an antecedent to the free

          8  exercise of religion clause, the First Amendment of

          9  the Bill of Rights, the Flushing Remonstrance is

         10  something that must be remembered for his

         11  contribution to United States history.

         12                 I thank you for hearing this

         13  testimony and for your consideration of proposed

         14  Reso 825."

         15                 Put this into the record. Call our

         16  first two witnesses.

         17                 MS. DePEDRO: For our first witness we

         18  will have James Driscoll, from Queens Historical

         19  Society, and Laura Washington, New York Historical

         20  Society.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: State your name

         22  for the record. Push the button. Go ahead.

         23                 My name is James Driscoll. I'm the

         24  President of the Queens Historical Society. We

         25  whole-heartedly support the idea of -- we just found
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          2  out about it, but we whole-heartedly support the

          3  idea of November being New York City History Month.

          4  We think that's a wonderful idea and I know the

          5  Historical Society will be behind it 100 percent.

          6                 Now, in regards to the Flushing

          7  Remonstrance, I just want to read this statement.

          8                 The Village of Flushing was first

          9  settled by English settlers who accepted an offer

         10  from the Dutch and came down from New England to

         11  settle on this small piece of New Amsterdam. Seeing

         12  better economic opportunities and more religious

         13  freedom then available in Massachusetts, they

         14  demanded from the Dutch and were given a great deal

         15  in their 1645 patent, including religious freedom to

         16  the extent that it was practiced in Holland, then

         17  the most liberal religious state in Europe.

         18  Unfortunately, for those first settlers, Peter

         19  Stuyvesant became the Governor of New Amsterdam the

         20  following year. An intolerant man, he had no respect

         21  for the idea of religious freedom and regarded the

         22  first citizens of Flushing as a bunch of

         23  troublemakers. Things came to a head in 1657 when

         24  Stuyvesant heard that some people in Jamaica and

         25  Flushing were allowing Quakers, the religious group
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          2  that Stuyvesant hated the most, to meet in their

          3  homes. He had placards posted throughout the area

          4  threatening citizens with fines and possible

          5  deportation if they assisted the Quakers.

          6                 This angered the people of Flushing

          7  because it clearly violated the rights they were

          8  granted by their patent. They met at the blacksmith

          9  shop of Michael Milner on December 27, 1657, and

         10  there the Town Clerk, Edward Hart, read them a

         11  doctrine he probably wrote based upon the feelings

         12  of his fellow citizens. The key point of the

         13  doctrine is that how an individual, man or a woman

         14  worships God is a private matter between the person

         15  and God and not the business of the State. This

         16  possibly was the first public state about freedom of

         17  religion or separation of church and state in

         18  American history.

         19                 It must be remembered that these 31

         20  citizens who signed the Remonstrance were not

         21  statesmen but ordinary people, mostly small farmers

         22  and shop keepers, who were on the whole not well

         23  educated. Some couldn't even write and had to sign

         24  the Remonstrance with their mark.

         25                 It must also be remembered that they
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          2  were not Quakers, although some eventually did join

          3  the society. And that they were not asking for

          4  religious freedom from themselves, but for all men

          5  and for all women and for all times.

          6                 The Queens Historical Society urges

          7  the City Council to pass this resolution celebrating

          8  the 350th anniversary of the Flushing Remonstrance

          9  and encourages all to visit Flushing during this

         10  time of celebration and see its wonderful historic

         11  sights, particularly the 1695 Quaker meeting house,

         12  the home of the original meeting, whose problems

         13  actually brought about the Flushing Remonstrance in

         14  the first place.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Thank you very

         17  much.

         18                 MS. WASHINGTON: Good afternoon,

         19  members of City Council and staff. My name is Laura

         20  Washington. I'm Vice President of Communications of

         21  the New York Historical Society, and I'm testifying

         22  today on behalf of Louise Mirrer, president and CEO

         23  of the New York Historical Society.

         24                 The New York Historical Society

         25  whole-heartedly supports both resolution here, both
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          2  the declaration of November to be New York City

          3  History Month, and the Resolution commemorating the

          4  300th anniversary of the Flushing Remonstrance.

          5                 Now, as the oldest museum in New

          6  York, we were founded in 1804, we are really pleased

          7  to show that New York was the cradle of liberty and

          8  rethinking from the very beginning.

          9                 We also wanted to thank you for your

         10  generous support over the past two years, which has

         11  enabled us to tell hundreds and thousands of

         12  students, teachers and members of the general

         13  public, the story of how enslaved African-Americans

         14  contributed so mightily to the history and vitality

         15  of this great City.

         16                 Now, thousands of visitors continue

         17  to come through our doors as we complete this

         18  landmark initiative with our Exhibition New York

         19  Divided, Slavery and the Civil War. We had

         20  record-breaking attendance by student visitors last

         21  year, and we expect the number of student visitors

         22  to be high this year as well.

         23                 The subject here is how to bring more

         24  attention to New York's historical sites. Well, how

         25  do we do it? We start with our amazing collection.
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          2  The key is building awareness among teachers of that

          3  collection, and of how easy and effective it is for

          4  them to bring their students here.

          5                 We do this by inviting teachers to

          6  attend professional development workshops conducted

          7  by our highly skilled and enthusiastic staff. Last

          8  year we had 5,000 teachers come through and

          9  participate in these workshops, and so far this year

         10  we've had more than 4,000. And, in fact, as we speak

         11  now there are more than 200 students -- I mean,

         12  excuse me, more than 200 teachers who are at a

         13  workshop focusing on the American Revolution in our

         14  upcoming fall exhibition, French Founding Father:

         15  Lafayette's Return to Washington's America, which

         16  opens November 13th.

         17                 We also make our collections

         18  accessible outside the building. For example, we

         19  have a traveling panel version of the Slavery in New

         20  York exhibition, which has been to all the

         21  libraries. It's been to all the other boroughs, and

         22  in fact, traveling outside of New York now, it's in

         23  San Francisco, and in Brooklyn.

         24                 We also have walking tours. We've got

         25  a tour called Hidden Sites of Slavery and Freedom.
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          2  And basically, you can access it with your cell

          3  phone. You just dial a number on your cell phone and

          4  you can get information about, you know, the First

          5  St. Patrick's Cathedral, St. Peter's Church. And we

          6  also have our exhibitions live on after they close

          7  because we have web sites that are dedicated to each

          8  of our three past majority historical exhibitions,

          9  Alexander Hamilton, Slavery In New York and New York

         10  Divided.

         11                 We also have reached out to teachers

         12  with our American Musical Project, which is a

         13  collaboration between the New York Historical

         14  Society, and the New York City Department of

         15  Education, which its purpose is to ignite a love of

         16  history in seventh and eighth graders, by using

         17  musicals, like Oklahoma, and material from our

         18  collection. In the eight years since this program

         19  has existed, we've trained over 2,000 teachers and

         20  more than 20,000 school students have benefitted

         21  from the product.

         22                 Now, one question is how can the City

         23  improve children's access to historical resources?

         24  This year the New York Historical Society expects to

         25  serve 60,000 public school students who visit our
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          2  exhibitions on school visits, and we'll have more

          3  than 100,000 school visits -- student visitors

          4  overall.

          5                 Our goal is to double that by 2010.

          6  And we hope to accomplish this by reaching out to

          7  all 4,000 social studies and history teachers every

          8  year, and the City can help by offering more

          9  professional development opportunities and history,

         10  holding curriculum planning sessions with the New

         11  York Historical Society, to help build awareness of

         12  it as a resource, partnering with National History

         13  Day Fairs, inviting families to visit historical

         14  museums and sites together; producing a vital

         15  website of historical resources for teachers; and

         16  starting an annual history hunt. And obviously the

         17  November New York City History Celebration Day is a

         18  big step going toward that.

         19                 Now, we believe that history has the

         20  power to change lives, and we thank you for your

         21  efforts to create more excitement about the love and

         22  learning of history.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Thank you very

         24  much. I want to thank you for coming here and

         25  testifying.
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          2                 MS. WASHINGTON: Okay.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Is there anyone

          4  else that would like to say a few words on these

          5  issues? If you like. You don't have to. If you like.

          6  We'd like to hear from you.

          7                 Josh, are you going to go downstairs

          8  to get those members?

          9                 MS. NACHOWITZ: Yes.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: We need two

         11  more. We have Inez, who else? We're missing Tom

         12  White. He's on this Committee.

         13                 All right, good, we could vote. We're

         14  going to hold the vote open.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reso 825 and 898.

         16                 Recchia.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Five in the

          3  affirmative, no negatives, no abstentions.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: All right, I

          5  would like to keep the vote open.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Okay.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Mr. Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Six in the

         11  affirmative.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: I will recognize

         13  all the members who are here today. We have Tom

         14  White, Inez Dickens, David Weprin, Vincent Gentile,

         15  Domenic M. Recchia, Jr. Okay, it passes, six in the

         16  affirmative. Everybody please sign the sheet.

         17                 Cathy, we'd love to hear you say a

         18  few words.

         19                 MS. BENSON: Thank you. I would like

         20  to say thank you for having me. Just a few words

         21  about the Museum of the City of New York, in its

         22  efforts to make the history of this City important

         23  to the citizens of this City, we do it in many ways,

         24  as had been mentioned in the written overview. I

         25  would say among the things that I'm proudest of, New
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          2  York City History Day, which I happen to have

          3  started back in 1990, it is a history research

          4  competition for students in sixth to 12th grades,

          5  and they don't have to focus on New York City

          6  history, because the theme is set by National

          7  History Day and it's very broad, but many of them

          8  do.

          9                 And for some it's an absolutely

         10  life-changing experience. They go on to be history

         11  teachers, or to at least major in history in

         12  college.

         13                 We have had winners go on to the

         14  state level and some to the national level and some

         15  to win the absolute top prize. And it's very well

         16  attended, it's across the boroughs, and both

         17  parochial and public schools, and I am happy to say

         18  that this past year, we have the history day in

         19  March every year, Council Member Garodnick and

         20  Antonio Weprin of Council Members -- Antonio

         21  Whitaker of Council Member Weprin's Office served as

         22  judges and prize awarders.

         23                 Our FAO Schwartz Children's Center

         24  has very keyed programs to the state standards, and

         25  the number of children who come through for those
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          2  programs just increased, I think it was 78 percent

          3  increase before '04 and '05 and then slightly

          4  smaller but still an increase between '05 and '06.

          5  And then of course we have wonderful public programs

          6  that engage the public in history, issues of history

          7  and issues of the City now, and then we based so

          8  many of these programs and even the school programs

          9  on our exhibitions, our Robert Moses and the Modern

         10  City, Remaking The Metropolis was very significant,

         11  in terms of engaging a dialogue on development in

         12  the City now.

         13                 And then coming up at the end of June

         14  we've got the Glory Days Baseball in New York, 1947

         15  to 1957, which we expect to be very popular, and a

         16  good opportunity to look at today and then.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Excuse me for

         18  one minute. Let me give Leroy Comrie, our Majority

         19  Leader, an opportunity to vote.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Councilman Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you. I

         22  vote aye on both resolutions.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote stands at

         24  seven in the affirmative, no negative, no

         25  abstentions.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: You may continue

          4  about your baseball exhibit. When is that opening?

          5                 MS. BENSON: June 27th. And it's going

          6  to be great.

          7                 And just finally --

          8                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Are you going to

          9  invite us?

         10                 MS. BENSON: You're all invited. The

         11  invitations are in the mail.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Okay. No, that's

         13  a good exhibit.

         14                 MS. BENSON: And then just finally a

         15  reference to our attempt to do even better by our

         16  own collections, and which is to climate control our

         17  existing building and to build a wing behind the

         18  existing building a fully climate control curatorial

         19  wing, and we are most appreciative of the Council's

         20  support in that capital project.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: I want thank you

         22  for testifying here today.

         23                 MS. BENSON: I thank you for having

         24  me.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: That concludes
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          2  this hearing. We will have a History Day in

          3  November. We will contact all the cultural

          4  institutions that would like to participate with the

          5  City Council. I would like to thank the New York

          6  Queens Historic Society for coming here today and

          7  testifying.

          8                 At this time this meeting is

          9  adjourned.

         10                 (Hearing concluded at 1:30 p.m.)
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