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          1  COMMITTEE ON MENTAL HEALTH

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: Good evening,

          3  everybody. This is a hearing on the Committee on

          4  Mental Health, Mental Retardation, Alcoholism,

          5  Substance Abuse and Disability Services.

          6                 On June 24, 2005, the New York State

          7  Legislature finally passed a bill that extended rent

          8  increase exemption to people with disabilities.

          9                 The disability rent increase

         10  exemption also referred to as the bill has been a

         11  priority of the disabled community for decades. And

         12  I am proud to say that the City Council acted

         13  swiftly to introduce proposed Intro. No. 667-A to

         14  amend our Administrative Code to provide the rent

         15  increase exemption to qualify New Yorkers.

         16                 Last November this Committee and the

         17  entire Council passed a resolution urging the State

         18  to extent rent increase exemption to disabled head

         19  of households.

         20                 Senior citizens living on a fixed

         21  income have had access to this benefit for over 30

         22  years. Finally, New York had responded to our

         23  demands for inclusion by enabling members of the

         24  disabled community who are also living on a fixed

         25  income to enjoy similar benefit. DRIE will apply to
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          2  those individuals who are currently receiving

          3  supplemental security income, SSI, Social Security

          4  Disability Insurance, SSDI, disability pension or

          5  disability compensation benefit from the United

          6  States Department of Veteran Affairs. Or those who

          7  were previously eligible by virtue of receiving

          8  disability benefit under SSI or SSDI and is

          9  currently receiving medical assistance benefit based

         10  on determination of disability as provided in

         11  Section 366 of Social Service Law.

         12                 It is estimated that over 7,500 New

         13  York City residents will participate in the DRIE

         14  program. We all know the challenges of securing

         15  affordable housing in New York City, even more

         16  difficult is the task of securing housing that is

         17  accessible for New Yorkers.

         18                 This bill will allow individuals to

         19  stay in their current homes, despite increases in

         20  rent. For many, fears of eviction and homelessness

         21  would be alleviated.

         22                 For others, the battles continue. The

         23  income cap limit for DRIE are tied to the wage

         24  limits under the SSI benefit, which results in an

         25  income cap of approximately $17,000 for an
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          2  individual living alone, and $24,000 for a couple

          3  living alone.

          4                 The current income cap for senior

          5  citizen has been raised to 25,000 and will raise to

          6  29,000 in 2009.

          7                 This disparity between eligibility

          8  for DRIE and SCRIE must be changed.

          9                 I know this community will continue

         10  to fight for equal income caps, and I know they will

         11  be victorious.

         12                 I believe that the concept that was

         13  approved about this disparity is unfair and

         14  unjustified, and I hope that next year this

         15  disparity be fixed at the level of the Assembly and

         16  the Senate.

         17                 I believe that disparity speak about

         18  continuation of discrimination against people with

         19  disabilities, and I hope that one day our society be

         20  free of this discrimination that is sickening to my

         21  stomach and that continue to project a society that

         22  doesn't get it.

         23                 All of us are equal, even when we use

         24  a wheelchair or use any equipment to be able to

         25  perform in society as everybody else does.
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          2                 I am very proud to have sponsored

          3  this bill, along with the Speaker, with Public

          4  Advocate, and the Mayor. And you see is an agreement

          5  about it in all levels of government, and that is

          6  very rare, that we are going to be able to pass this

          7  bill without having to fight against each other.

          8                 This speak about good government, and

          9  I speak about how all of us together can do good for

         10  the disabled community and do well.

         11                 Thank you very much, and at this

         12  moment I'm going to ask every member of the

         13  Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation and

         14  Alcoholism, Substance Abuse, Disability Services, to

         15  introduce themself (sic), and after that we will

         16  proceed with the voting on the bill. Beginning with

         17  my right.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         19  Madam Chair. Councilman Vincent Gentile from

         20  Brooklyn.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Council

         22  Member Stewart from Central Brooklyn, the best part

         23  of New York City.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Annabel

         25  Palma from the Bronx, 18th District.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: And can the staff

          3  sitting in the dais introduce themself please?

          4                 It's important for everyone who see

          5  these procedures know who we are, because that's

          6  what open government should be about.

          7                 MS. De PEDRO: Mari dePedro, Counsel

          8  to the Committee.

          9                 MS. EMMERMAN: Anne Emmerman, Senior

         10  Staff to the Committee.

         11                 MS. FELTON: Nadine Felton, City

         12  Council Finance Division.

         13                 MR. MARTIN: Willy Mark, Committee

         14  Clerk, New York City Council.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: And Jennifer,

         16  please.

         17                 MS. COLT: Jennifer Colt, Policy

         18  Analyst to the Committee.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: And my good friend

         20  who protect my back.

         21                 MR. COLLAZO: Herberto Collazo,

         22  Sergeant-At-Arms, and --

         23                 MR. MARTINEZ: Israel Martinez,

         24  Sergeant-At-Arms.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: Thank you.
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          2                 Those are the peoples that you see

          3  here and you know now their functions of everyone.

          4                 At this moment we're going to proceed

          5  with calling for the vote.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Introduction 667-A,

          7  Council Member Lopez.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: I pass at this

          9  moment.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Stewart votes

         12  yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: As the author

         15  of 666, which is the SCRIE enhancement bill, I

         16  proudly vote yes on this bill and ask to be added as

         17  a co-sponsor.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: I want to

         20  congratulate my Council Member, Margarita Lopez, for

         21  bringing this important issue to light, and passing

         22  this bill today. I want to add my name to the bill

         23  as a co-sponsor, and I vote yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Lopez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: At this moment
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          2  I would like to make the following comment.

          3                 As the Chair of this Committee, I

          4  have been in disbelief for many, many years in this

          5  Council that we have never bring to parity this

          6  issue. The question of rent subsidies was

          7  established for seniors because we know about the

          8  low-income capacity that they have, and in order to

          9  guarantee for them not to lose their home, we put

         10  these subsidies in place.

         11                 It has been unexplicable (sic) to me

         12  why the disabled community didn't have the same

         13  benefit when if it's somebody in the City who will

         14  be in a permanent stage of low-income condition is

         15  the disabled community.

         16                 Then for me is a rewarding moment and

         17  a wonderful moment to pass this bill, and I feel

         18  that in one small way the City is moving into the

         19  question of equality under the law for everyone.

         20                 Therefore, as the prime sponsor of

         21  this bill, I want to thank Speaker Gifford Miller

         22  for his leadership in moving this fast and swift,

         23  and beginning in a couple of days this bill will be

         24  also signed and we finally will end the

         25  discrimination that has existed in the City for 30
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          2  years.

          3                 With that I vote aye, and I thank

          4  you, all of the members of the Committee. I'm going

          5  to leave the voting capacity open until some of the

          6  Council members who are late can get here and cast

          7  their vote.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote currently

         10  stands at four in the affirmative, zero in the

         11  negative and no abstentions.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON LOPEZ: Thank you,

         13  everyone. And we have the vote open -- Billy, until?

         14  Open until prior to the Stated beginning.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         16  Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         19  five in the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         20  abstentions.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye on

         23  -- very pleased that the disabled will have the

         24  same rights as SCRIE. Although the 17,000 is not

         25  high enough ceiling in terms of income, it's a
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          2  wonderful bill.

          3                 I vote aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Final vote on Intro.

          5  667-A stands at six in the affirmative, zero in the

          6  negative and no abstentions.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 (Hearing concluded at 11:44 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 27th day of July 2005.
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